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Labour at Made of money... 

War with 



- ... 

ju. labour has declared war on BBC Radiol 
Today programme, threatening to 
'*» suspend co-operation in retaliation for 
' x - : *the John Humphrys problem*. Anthony 
. . Louise Jury observe some brutal 

/Htwisting. 


Requests for ministers to appear on Today could be 
denied by the party if John Humphrys persists in in- 
terrupting them and denying them the opportunity 
to put their views to the listeners. David H3L, director 
of communications, said in an exchange of corre- 
spondence leaked to the Liberal Democrats. 

After an interview with Harriet Harman, Social 
Security Secretary, on lone parents’ benefit on 
Wednesday, Mr Hill wrote to John Barton, the ed- 
itor. “We ... are seriously considering whether, as 
a party, we wfl] suspend co-operation when yon •main* 
hids through us for government ministers." 

Although programmes make interview requests di- 
rectly to departments, party headquarters acts as a 
dealing house and because of tight fails; between par- 
ty and government, Mr Hill probably speaks for all 
- jpinisters. He told Mr Barton the whole of MHlbank 
headquarters was talking about the interview “when 
I got bade from the 9am meeting" - foe daily media 
oo-ordination meeting chaired by Peter Mandeteon, 
Minister without Portfolio, and attended by Alastair 
CafopbelL, the Prime Minister’s Chief Press Secretary. 

Mr Hill said that after the “ridiculous exchange" 
and the repeated interruptions no one would have 
been any the wiser as to Ms Harman’s explanation 
of govt'nunent policy - a point made by some Labour 
. backhmch critics after foe wound up the Commons 
debate that- night Mr Barton said he was surprised: 
Ms Harman had not complained at the time and had 
answered questions at length. “I felt this morning that 
1 was listening to a rigorous, fair-minded interview 
which flluminated an important policy issue." 

. Mr Barton said listeners would be the losers from 
any suspension of co-operation and that he was com- 
pletely satisfied they would continue to have a good 
waking retotionship with Labour. “We have received 
full co-operation since the exchange of letters. The 
. matter is now at an end." 

.<$ ^A BBC spokesman said: “We take everything foe 
political parties say to us seriously, but we are an in- 
dependent' public-se^^^ broadcaster and foe remit 
for our interviewers is to ask foe questions that we 
believe foe public, our listeners, want answered." 

They certainly did not perceive there to be a “John 
Humphrys problem. He is one of our top political 
interviewers. We believe he got it right” A source 
said a Humphrys interview with Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, the following morning had, if anything, 
been more robust than foe one with Ms Harman. 



Good cents: Biff Gates gazes from a photomosaic made of digital-image bank notes, commissioned by the billionaire from Robert 
Silvers. For more on the Microsoft magnate, see page 7, and, for photomosaics, cum over to the Big Picture <€> Robert Silvers 


the club that doesn’t want Blair 


•price of Britain's 
sion to stay out of 
first wave of 
jpean Monetary 
hi was exacted on 
f Blair last night. 
Prime Minister was 
ed to concede that 
un cut he kept out 
irtiuri key EU 
tetary and economic 
*ss£ons. Katherine 
[ Watched a two-tier 
ipejinfold. 


iVA -eigiitiiours of tense and 
' d debate Mr Blair was still 
ng io salvage a compro- 
"which would -limit the 
i to Britain’s- influence 
v allowing Euro-X, an ex- 
Je. grouping of member 


states taking part in the single 
currency, to proceed. 

The debate was clearly ac- 
rimonious. Mr Blair and the 
Luxembourg Foreign Minis- 
ter, Jacques Pbos, were caught 
on camera disputing Britain's 
right to be treated as an equal 
partner. The German Chan- 
cellor, Helmut Kohl, took Mr 
Blair to task several times. Ac- 
cording to official notes of the 
debate seen by The Independent, 
Mr Kohl interrupted Mr Blair 
at one point to remonstrate. 

-I like this less and less," he 
said. “Tony can’t say we have ex- 
cluded the UK, we are trying to 

accommodate him." 

It was not clear if a final de- 
cision could be reached last 
night. But it appeared Mr Blair 
had stopped challenging foe 

principle of a two-tier Europe, 

a system whereby those not tak- 
ing pan in the single currency 


could be excluded from a dub 
for debate on currency man- 
agement questions linking 
those sharing foe new money*. 

Under a compromise on 
foe table last night, Britain 
and the three other countries 
not likely to join monetary 
union in the first wave - Swe- 
den, Denmark and Greece - 
looked set to win some safe- 
guards against marginalisation 
and were gaining ground In an 
argument on reining in foe re- 
mit of foe new grouping. 

Government officials were 
presenting these as key con- 
cessions which would leave 
most debate and all real power 
with Ecofin, the EU council of 
finance ministers where Gor- 
don Brown foe Chancellor rep- 
resents Britain. 

The formula drafted by the 
Luxembourg Presidency and 
the Dutch would enshrine 


meetings of ail 15 EU finance 
ministers as foe only decision- 
making forum while at the same 
time allowing ministers from the 
"in" countries to meet for joini 
management of the single cur- 
rency on issues affecting rhem. 

Britain and the other ~outs“ 
fear that Euro-X would effec- 
tively shut them out of the top 
table of economic and political 
decision making. Those fears 
were to be further allayed by a 
series of written guarantees. 
They would automatically re- 
ceive an agenda prior to the 
meetings of Euro-X and could 
raise objections if they felt a 
topic was of “common interest". 

But the French were leading 
resistance to Britain’s demand 
that the outs should "by righl “ be 
invited to take pan in all but a 
narrowly defined series of con- 
fidential topics - for example, ne- 
gotiations prior to a realignment 


of the value of the Euro against 
an "out" member’s currency. 

The "ins" were still insisting 
that it would be up to the 
Euro-insiders to determine 
what constituted an issue of 
common interest and whether 
to let the outsiders then par- 
ticipate. In the event of a dis- 
pute those not in the common 
currency club could demand to 
have the agenda item referred 
to the next meeting of Ecofin. 

Mr Blair's spokesman inter- 
preted this as a victory which 
would in effect render the Euro- 
X discussions irrelevant. "Pow- 
er w3J remain in Ecofin," he said. 


Bui the interpretation pro- 
vided by other governments 
was sharply at odds with this. 
Their officials said that there 
would be nothing stopping the 
inner group from holding their 
discussions on the disputed 
matter before it was referred to 
all 15 ministers. 

The fact that Britain cannot 
stop this happening, goes to the 
heart of Mr Blair’s fears about 
foe new grouping: that those in- 
side foe Euro-zone could “pre- 
cook" decisions on crucial 
economic matters before re- 
ferring them on to the other 
countries for rubber-stamping. 
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Mice face lambasting Jackal in court 


’fcport tnco the handling of the Stephen Lawrence mu r 
1 contain stinging criticism of the police. The Me- 
pdait can reveal. The inquiry into the stabbing of the 
■ Wt Soqth London teenager, to be published on Monday 
^-Police Complaints Authority, will re-igntte a sensi- 
tT iufckrr vwfo; Wide irrolicaDons, Page 3 


liich Ramirez Sanchez, better known as Carlos the Jackal, 
dearly enjoyed the first day of his trial for murder yester- 
day after three years in French jails. The former Public En- 
emy Number One smiled so enthusiastically at the mostly 
female fury that he was told off by the presiding judge. He 
«ave his profession as professional revolutionary'. Page 1 1 


Heathrow bounces back 


Heathrow Airport is expected to be operating nearly nor- 
mal services today after fire broke out in a Burger King 
restaurant in Terminal One and spread through ducting in 
the roof. No one was hurt, but more than 300 flights had 
to be cancelled, stranding thousands of passengers in the 
UK and Europe. Page 3 


INSIDE TODAY 


The date rape 
drug comes 
Britain page 6 
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Riot and danger: 
Watch out for 
Ben Jonson page IT 


ALSO IN YOUR 
5-SECTION PAPER 




At f 6, Mary ran away from a life of abuse. Today 
she is homeless. Could you sleep easy on Christmas 
Eve knowing she was shivering in a bus shelter? 

You can help keep Mary, and thousands of vulnerable 
people like her, safe and warm over Christmas. With 
£25 from you. Crisis can provide a warm bed, hot 
meals, clean clothes and someone to talk to at one 
of our shelters. 

As the days count down to Christmas, over 4,000 
homeless people are counting on Crisis. We’re counting 
on you. Our service depends on public donations. So 
please send your £25 today - in time to help us buy 
the bedding, food and clothes we need to bring Mary 
in from die cold. 


Countdown to Christmas 


Yes, i’ll keep homeless people warm: 

□ £15 D£25 O£50 D£250 m other £ 


I enclose a cheque made payable to Crisis. OR debit my: 

(Z1 Visa O MasterCard O Switch 1, other 


Card nrt ////// ) I f I I l I I I I I 

1 Last three digits, of Switch card no._j_ /_ Switch issue no. f 
Expiry dare _ L Stature _ _ . 


* Gifts of £250 or more are worth almost a third extra to w undo- Gift AW 
Name (caps) Mr/Mrs/Ns — - — — - 


Address 


Postcode. 




freephone donation line 0800 44 88 98 

OtcW, FREEPOSlt Room 92% London SE2J BBR 
I Details have been changed to protect Identity. 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


Stickers put brakes on 
high-speed video driving 


Perhaps the cinemas in Acton, west London, should show more James 
Dean or Marlon Brando films. In the summer, Michael Webster, a local 
resident, wrote to the House of Lords to complain that “I don’t think it’s 
far-fetched to suspect that [young people] get their ideas of driving from 
the way in which they have driven video racing cars." 

Perhaps he hasn't seen Rebel Without A Cause, the James Dean film 
in which young men play chicken by driving at top speed towards a sheer 
drop, or The Wild One, in which Marlon Brando perfects his high-speed 
sneer on a motorbike. 

But his views were duly forwarded to the Home Office, and to Jack 
Straw, who handed his letter to the Video Standards Council with a query 
as to whether computer games should have some sort of warning te lling 
people not to imitate this behaviour at home, or on the road. The VSC 
forwarded it to the European Leisure Software Publisher’s Association 
(Til spa), which represents the games industry. 

Conveniently, the dews of this emerged just as a new “driving" game called 
Grand Theft Auto was released for the Sony Playstation. Like most com- 
puter “driving" games it depicts high-speed pursuits, crashes and complete 
disregard for fuel economy - which has earned it a VSC “18” sticker. 

But Steve Cheese, Elspa's operations manager, said a warning sticker 




Talent honoured: Playwright Tom Stoppard received a knighthood and comedian Victoria 
Wood was made an OBE yesterday at Buckingham Palace Photograph: Rebecca Naden/PA 


Bail for woman in baby Karli kidnap case 


Hot pursuit: the new ‘driving * game Grand Theft Auto 


on games would “serve no purpose”. He commented: “I think most peo- 
ple are intelligent enough to know not to do that sort of thing. But there 
does seem to be a bit of a nanny attitude permeating through everything 
at the moment." 

Elspa is meeting the Home Office soon to put its point A Home Of- 
fice spokesman said of the sticker idea: “We wouid like to talk to people 
in the industry first, not just dismiss an idea out of hand.” 

And surely Elspa should consider that children have been seen copy- 
ing kung-fu leaps like those in Mortal Kombat, another hugely popular 
game? Mr Cheese was unconvinced. “It's no different from me as a kid 
pretending to be a knigh t in armour, or cowboys and Indians,” he said. 
“There's no evidence that games actually influence behaviour at all” 

And even if there is, what if someone invents a video game in which 
you have to help old ladies across the road, rescue lost kittens and paint 
pensioners’ fences? Maybe that really will need a warning sticker - to say 


The woman accused of snatching the baby Karli 
Hawthorne was freed on bail yesterday. 

A judge overturned the decision taken by Basil- 
don magistrates on Monday that Denise Giddings, 
33, should be remanded in custody in London's Hol- 
loway prison. 

She was charged with the abduction of baby Kar- 
li from the maternity unit of Basildon General Hos- 
pital in Essex a week ago. 

In a statement read to open court after an huur- 
long hearing, Judge Philip Clegg said be had made 
his decision after reading psychiatric reports on Mrs 
Giddings. 

“I am satisfied in this case that the public will not 
be In any danger by Mrs Giddings being out on bail. 
I have granted her bail on fairly stringent terms.” he 
said. 

“These terms will mean her residing at an undis- 
closed address and on a substantia] surety.” 

Mrs Giddings, a mother of three from Lagndon 
Hills, Basildon, left court with her family for an un- 
known address. Barry Spanjar, her solicitor, said she 
was “relieved and a little bit tearful”. 


He refused to go into what was discussed in court, 
as the decision was made in chambers, with no mem- 
bers of the public or press present. 

But he said: “Denise is very relieved and anxious 
to see her children. She wants to spend some time 
with her hoys and have Christmas with her family. 

Mrs Giddings’ mother, father, sister and other 
members of her family were at court and she was 
expected to see them all yesterday. 

Mr Spanjar said: "It is going to take lime for her 
to find her feet again. She has had a horrendous last 
few days in Holloway prison and it will take some 
time to get back to some degree of normality.” 
Mrs Giddings will appear again at magistrates court 
on Monday as part of normal procedure, when it is 
anticipated the case will be adjourned for six to eight 
weeks. 

Karli was found after 14 hours and returned to 
her parents. Karl Hawthorne and his partner, Tanya, 
last Saturday. Mother and daughter were allowed 
home from hospital on Tuesday, travelling with a po- 
lice escort. 

- Louise Jury 


hat it doesn't represent reality. 


.•Mb . . - --j - 

— Charles Arthur, Sdene&.Ectitor 
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Domestic tantrums keep spotlight on Sara 


Sara Netanyahu is once more un- 
der attack for bullying her staff, her 
bodyguards, her hairdresser and 
her husband. ■ 

“If the prime minister were to 
have seen what you did to his shoes, 
he would have butchered you, " she 
screamed, as she hurled a pair of 
her husband's shoes that she con- 
sidered improperly shined at 
Rachel Yaakov, who for 30 years 
bad worked as a domestic servant 
in the prime minister's residence. 

Ms Yaakov, 60, now sits at 
home, though still paid by the Is- 
raeli state - one of a growing list 
of casualties of a Sara Netanyahu 
tantrum. Since her husband took 


office 18 months ago she has fired 
three nannies and two secretaries 
and become the most famously un- 
popular Israeli first lady ever. 

Once she insisted her staff taste 
wine delivered to the residence in 
case it was poisoned “It didn’t mat- 
ter to her that I die, the important 
thing was! that she gets her wine," 
Rosi ftisiai, her personal secretary, 
. was quoted as saying by the daily 
Yediol Aharunot. 

Most stories by former or cur- 
rent employees show her as in- 
considerate. authoritarian and 
neurotic. When she fired Tanya 
Shaw, her first nanny, last year for 
burning the soup, she had her sec- 


retary search Ms Shaw's suitcase in 
case she had stolen anything. An 
eyewitness said: “Sara instructed 
her to shake every piece of cloth- 
ing. even the nanny’s used under- 
wear and dirty laundry.” 

The most serious allegation is 
that she forced Mr Netanyahu to 
break all contact with Noa, his 19- 
ycar-oJd daughter from bis first 
marriage. Last year, he even 
stopped support payments for her. 
until forced to resume them by the 
threat of legal action. The prime 
minister now only meets Noa late 
at night at his office and the meet- 
ings are kept secret from his wife. 

— Patrick Cockbum, Jerusalem 



Woodward judge honoured for ‘brave’ 
decision to free convicted nanny 


Judge Hiller Zobcl likes the media, but 
when he delivered the final wup de 
theatre in the Louise Woodward trial last 
month by letting her go. he vowed never 
to talk about it publicly. He may find the 
resolution hard to keep. 

On Thursday oighL, the 65 -year-old 
judge found himself under the glare of the 
lights as he received an unexpected award. 
It was the Annual Brass Gavel Award giv- 
en by the Plymouth County Bar Associa- 
tion in Massachusetts. 

The award is bestowed on a single judge 
each year considered to have demonstrated 
special courage in making a decision on 
the bench. Three guesses what the tricky 
decision was in this instance. 

It was on 10 November that Judge Zo- 
bel stunned the legal world - and giant tele- 
vision audiences on both sides of the 
Atlantic -by overruling the murder-in-the- 
second -degree verdict delivered by the jury 
in the trial of British nanny Louise Wood- 


ward ten days earlier. Not only that, but 
having slashed the verdict to one of 
manslaughter. Judge Zobel set Woodward 
free on lime already served of 279 days. 
The murder conviction carried a manda- 
tor/ sentence of at least 15 years without 
parole. 

“I am honoured and humbled to be 
here and to feel the warmth of your re- 
ception,” Judge Zobel told his hosts at the 
prize ceremony. 

“You know, judging is a funny business. 
You are expected to be perfect the first 
day on the job and to improve consistently 
thereafter. And its true that we have to 
make difficult decisions." 

Who was surely not celebrating Lhe Bar 
Association’s generosity? Debbie and 
Sunil Eappen, the parents of eight-month- 
old Matthew Eappen who died while in 
the care of Woodward last February. 


— David Usbome. New York 
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EDUCATION 

Students apply for more loans 


- 




The number of students applying s 1996-1997. 

vious year of ^^'^'^^^^eligible students taking out loans 

Three years ago, the proportion oi cugwi 

was less than hall number of borrowers who were 

There was a 3 per cent per cent of borrowers 

allowed to defer repaymen t . wbo missed two or more 

who bad not applied to defer being in default, 

consecutive payments quickly. The per- 

cem^^i^oui ^tWnTl 1 day* ofan application went up up from 95 pier 

“tSml paid out in loans and the average amount of mon- 
ey borrowed rose from £1,252 to £1,487. 




£<■ -r-r i" 


• -r . 




The'studeaTkjan company, set ip in 1989. is the non-profit-making 
Inland Revenue. 


LIFESTYLE 

Girl power stops outside car bonnet 




Girl power has not reached the world of car maintenance, according to a 

survey released yesterday. . „ . . 

Nineteen out of twenty British women rely on their partner or their 
local garage to look after their car, the survey for Halfords, die car ao- . 
cessories retailer, found. Most women do not feel confident « doing event' 
the simplest maintenance jobs. Half the women questioned said^nev- ■ 
er checked tyre pressure, even though there are more than 40,000 suc- 
cessful prosecutions every year for faulty tyre« 46 P 6 * cent said they never 
checked or topped up their oil and water, and 91 per cent had never changed 
a batteiy. Five per cent said they did not know how to open the bonnet 
and 40 per cent claimed they would rather do the washing-up. 

Chris Smith, a spokesman for Halfords, said the findings showed a dis- 
tinct lack of “girl power". “But basic car maintenance is not the compli- 
cated job that most women imagine.” Lack of confidence and basic 
knowledge were shown to be the primary reasons for women not looking 
after their care, and the store has produced a series of car maintenance 
manuals to help. They have been hailed as “revolutionary*’ by the Plain 
English Campaign. 

— Louis Jury 
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COMMUNICATIONS 


Mobile irritation over phone pests 


One in three of us has been annoyed by the mobile menace at some time 
and only one in 25 says there are no places which should be off limits to 
mobile phone users. 

Trains, buses and care are amongst the places where people most want 4 
mobile phones banned. 


Almost a thousand people were questioned for the NOP survey on mo- 
bile phones commissioned by Tandy, the high-street electrical retailer, and 
the reaction to their use in most public places was a thumbs-down. Near- 
ly 40 per cent had been positively annoyed by someone using a mobile on : 
a bus or train. Just over half that number had taken exception to phone .... 
users in a restaurant or cafe, and one in four people said they were an- 
noyed by someone taking or making a call in the car. " 

Men are slightly more likely than women to object to mobile phone--" -. 

use and the most complaints recorded are in the London area, where the . 

most mobile phones are. Sixty-nine per cent of those asked in the survey ... ' 
say there should be a ban on the use of the phones in care and 42 and 36 V ’ : ‘ 
per cent for buses and trains respectively. Restaurants are seen as off liffl- ’ ‘ ; ' 
its by 40 per cent and a quarter want the phones barred from pubs, too: • - 

Andrew Fiyatt, managing director of Tandy, said: “Mobile phones can Ti- . . 
be a real boon for many people, but they are also a potential source. of • 
annoyance. 
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TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada (%) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmei) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 


2.41 

haly (lira) 

2,798 

19.97 

Japan (yen) 

20.87 

58.71 

Malta (lira) 

0.62- 

2.30 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.20 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

fl.fl 

10.89 

Portugal (escudos) 

289.98 

9.50 

Spain (pesetas) 

239.57 

2.85 

Sweden (kroner) 

CL56 

450.42 

Switzerland (francs) 

231 

12.44 

Turkey (lira) 

320,640 

1.09 

USA($) 

1.61 


Source Thomas C** I 
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How a spark 
in a Burger 
King led to 
national chaos 


The worfcfc busiest 
international airport was 
last night starting to 
return to normal after a 
day of chaos caused by a 
fire. Randeep Ramesh and 
Kim Sengupta report the 
drama at Heathrow. 


Ol 


*tside 


Car bo 




over phone px 


It probably started with a spark 
in a clogged air vent above 
Burger King's kitchens. With- 
in seconds, flames were licking 
their way along the web of air 
ducts in the terminal's roof. In 
scenes reminiscent of a disas- 
ter movie, flames leapt from the 
top of Terminal One. Accord- 
ing to some witnesses, the arcs 
r, \ of fire flew “40 feet up in the 
- 

But a full-scale catastrophe 
was never realised. Less than 12 
hours after the first alarm at 
4.40am, the airport was running 
virtually normally. Of the 150 
people - at least 40 of whom 
wen? passengers - who were in 
the terminal at the time, none 
were injured. 

The airport's own fire crews 
and the London Fire Service ar- 
rived wi thin five minutes of the 
blaze starting and more than 
100 firefighters were involved 
in tackling the fire. 

A British Airports Author- 
ity spokesman said the fire had 
been contained by a £lm fire- 
proof membrane in the termi- 
- nalroofwhich had restricted the 
flames. 

Graham Holgate, a Fire 
Service Divisional Officer, said: 
“The area of the fire was con- 
fined to 200 metres of ducting. 
Fan of the roof was damaged 
and about 20 per cent of the 
roof plantroom there was also 
a certain amount of smoke 
damage.*’ 

Roger Cato, managing di- 
rector for the British Airports 
Authority at Heathrow, said the 
incident would be closely stud- 
ied “to see if any lessons can be 
learnt." He added: *it seems, 
however, that emergency plans 
we already have coped ade- 
quately with this." 

Last night, the cost was be- 
o ing measured not in financial 
r losses but in the delays suffered 
by the thousands of passengers 
expecting to travel yesterday 
and the miles of clogged roads 
surrounding the airport. 

In that sense, the devastation 
was very real. More than 300 
flights to Terminal One, which 
handles domestic, Irish and 
European flights, had been 
cancelled or diverted, and thou- 
sands of passengers were 
jammed in Heathrow's three 
other terminals, 15 miles west 
of central London. 

Dozens of incoming flights 
were diverted to Stansted, or 


Southampton. British Airways, 
the worst affected airline had to 
cancel around 200 Terminal 
One flights, and only managed 
to resume flying yesterday af- 
ternoon. 

British Midland operated a 
limited inbound-only service 
into Stansted airport umfl yes- 
terday afternoon. SAS, the 
Scandinavian airline, said 11 
flights from Copenhagen, Den- 
mark, were diverted and came 
back empty, the passengers ei- 
ther trapped at Heathrow or 
abandoning the trip. 

Although the fire did not 
spread, there were still hour- 
long delays to departures from 
Terminals Two, Three and 
Four, while arrival delays var- 
ied. 

During the morning, the 
police dosed a vital road access 
tunnel - for three hours - link- 
ing the M4 to the airport and 
wi thin 15 minutes a five-mile 
tailback developed. 

“It was unfortunate liming 
for us as the tunnel was closed 
for at least an hour after 7 JO 
and this was when the staff were 
trying to come into work." said 
a spokesman for BAA. 

British Airways said it can- 
celled three long-haul flights, to 
Tokyo, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, because many pas- 
sengers failed to show up, ap- 
parently caught in traffic jams 
that built up on the M4 and oth- 
er roads leading to Heathrow. 

When passengers were al- 
lowed bade into the terminal af- 
ter its reopening; there was little 
evidence of damage apart from 
slight smoke-staining to the 
ceiling. But fire service inves- 
tigators said they believed 
equipment in the ceiling cavi- 
ty may have been damaged. 

• Many passengers com- 
plained of a lack of help. An- 
thony Truman, 57, from Putney, 
south west London, who was 
trying to fly to Bilbao in Spain, 
said: “There is nothing coming 
up on the screens and I just 
don't know whether I’m queu- 
ing in vain. People are being po- 
lite but nobody knows 
anything-” 

It could have been much 
worse. Around 70,000 people 
use Terminal One every day. “It 
was extremely fortunate that the 
fire was very early in the day. 
Two hours later the terminal 
would have been packed and 
there could have been a chaot- 
ic evacuation," said Professor 
Ed Galea, director of the fire 
safely engineering group at the 
University of Greenwich in 
south-east London. 

It is estimated that the dam- 
age will run to hundreds of 
thousands of pounds. The Lon- 
don Fire Service and British 
Airports Authority will both 
conduct inquiries. 

Leading article, page 20 
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Ground floor - arrivals 


Traffic chaos around Heathrow 

0 Tunnel to Terminals One, Two and Three 
was dosed between 6. DO asvl 9.00am, 
The busiest time elite day 

(?) U25 and M4 blocked with traffic for 
several mfies otthar side of junction 15 
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Chaos at GLASGOW as airlines toW trailers mat 
atl flights to Heathrow were 'indeftrttBly delayed'. 

EDINBURGH Airport said there were extensive 
delays and there were no BA flights to Heathrow. 
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How other airports 
felt the effects 
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At BELFAST two 
thousand people 
were delayed. 

Aff flights from 
DUBLIN Id 
Heathrow 
operated by Aer 
Ungus and British 
Mkfland were 
being diverted to 
Stansted. 


NEWCASHJE Airport said people 
who were due to catch a flight to 
Heathrow had obviously seen the 
news buletrns and were ringing the 
airport rather than just turning up. 

The morning and evening flights to 
London from LEEDS-BRADFORD 
International Airport were cancelled 

Both BIRMINGHAM International 
Airport and EAST MIDLANDS Airport 
were pul on stan Ay for incoming 
flights Averted tram Heathrow. 
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40 rotes 


(STANSTED soon 
took more than 10 
diverted flights from 
Heathrow. 

LUTON took two 
flights front Geneva 
and Istanbul, which 
were to land at 
Heathrow. 



IN MONDAY’S 
INDEPENDENT 



INTERVIEW 

Deborah Ross 
feels the spirit of 
Christmas with 
Britt Eckland 



SPORT 

Chris Wright, 
the owner of 
QPRand 
Wasps, tells of 
his first year 
as a sporting 
entrepreneur 


HEATHROW NEAR LY NORMAL 

Passengers travelling on British Airways flights should face 
Iltde or no difficulty at Heathrow over the weekend, the 
airline said last night. 

BA is the biggest carrier out of Heathrow and runs about 
70 per cent of the flights out of Terminal One. The airline is 
expected to run 240 incoming and outgoing flights today. 

The airline has assured passengers chat although there may 
be some “minor delays" in the morning, the service should be 
back to normal by midday. 

Passengers with inquiries are advised to call especially set 
up national hot-line number 0345 222 HI. 

The minor delays in the morning, say BA. are due to the 
fact that around 100 incoming flights were cancelled yesterday. 
Although the incoming flights resumed at 3pm, the delay 
would have a “knock-on" effect on the earfy part of today. 

British Midland, the second biggest carrier out of Terminal 
One, said that it would be running a normal service and even 
promised “additional services" to cope with the extra 
demand. 

The other airlines operating from Heathrow also hope to 
have a foil schedule of flights over the weekend. 

BAA, owners of the airport, advised passengers to check 
with their airline before setting off for the airport. 


Police watchdog to condemn Met 
OVer Lawrence murder inquiry 





"S-S; 1 % 



A report into police handling of 
the Stephen Lawrence murder 
win contain stinging criticism. 
Michael Streeter, Legal Affairs 
Correspondent, says the inquiry 
into the stabbing of the black 
teenager will re-ignite a sensitive 
subject with wide implications. 

The Police Complaints Authority report is 
certain to be controversial with its attack 
on the way the Metropolitan Police initially 
handled Use murder of Stephen Lawrence. 

TVhfle it is not expected to uphold the 
belief of the J 8-year old’s fiunity that racial 
prejudice underscored the police attitude, 
THe Independent has learnt it wiU include 
trenchant attacks on the force's early re- 
action to the crime. Ministers will study tt 
carefully for any evidence That some po- 
Sce forces and units are only paying lip ser- 
vice to good race relations practice. 

The teenager was stabbed to death at 
a bus shelter in JSiham. south-east Lon- 
don, four years ago by a gang of while 
youths.^ Last’ year the Lawrence family 
brougfrTan unsuccessful private prosecu- 
tion against five white yourhs. 

. ■ jjfe.PGA investigation was carried out 
by. the Deputy Chief Constable of KenL 



Stephen Lawrence: murdered in 
racist attack by white youths 

Bob Ayling, and a team of ten officers. A 
spokeswoman for the force said their 
findines, completed on 30 November, 
were provisional She added: "There is still 
work to be done.'’ 

Some senior Met officers are thought 
to be unhappv about the report. Officers 
point out that 1600 people and oOO state- 
fflenis were taken during their investiga- 
tion and 70 possible suspects investigated. 

Police sources say the report is to be 
published in Parliament on Monday by Jack 


Straw, the Home Secretary. Unusually lor 
a PCA inquiry ihc entire report, and not 
just its conclusions, will be published. 

The findings will be used to help the 
public inquiry ordered by Mr Straw and in 
be conducted by Sir William Macphcrson 
of CJuy. which will start in February. 

Stephen's parents. Neville and Doreen 
Lawrence, have been deeply unhappy 
about the early police attitude towards their 
son’s murder. Mrs Lawrence said earlier 
ihis year: “Shock and the horror just 
wasn’t there. They gave us the impression 
that they believed black families are always 
into crime. It has made Stephen's killing 
even more unbearable." 

The evidence given at the public inquiry, 
including any given hv his killers, cannot 
be used in a criminal prosecution. In 
some eases witnesses may also be allowed 
to remain anonymous. Though this may 
mean there will never he a successful pros- 
ecution of Stephen's killers, it will at least 
mean that the full story' of how - and why 
- he died and why his murderers escaped 
justice can be discovered. 

In February an inquest in Southwark, 
south London, found that the student was 
unlawfully killed in an "unprovoked racist 
attack" by five while youths. 

At the lime family lawyers said they 
would take civil action against any officers 
found negligent by the PCA rep* in. 
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Currys 


THIS WEEK 


BUY NOW 

PAY J. ATER 

INTEREST FREE OPTION* 

ON ALL PRODUCTS OVER <200 


SAVE « <150 

hi ICE RANGE OF TOP BRAND TV & VIDEO 


NICAIVI 


■ NICAM TV FOR A HIGH-QUALITY STEREO SOUND 
■ HEAR YOUR FAVOURITE TV PROGRAMMES IN FULL NICAM STEREO 
■ IDEAL FOR MUSIC PROGRAMMES. FILMS AND SPORT 
I NICAM VIDEO FOR HIGH-QUALITY RECORDING AND PLAYBACK ON NICAM STEREO TELEVISION 
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PART OF THE ACTION WITH THE 

EXCITEMENT OF CINEMA SOUND STRAIGHT RJTO YOUR UVW i/jeST 

■ COME TO CURRYS FOR AN U ROOM* 
DOLBY PRO-LOGIC TE LEVISION IN O UR STATE-OF-THE-ART QNHWW^i-n, 

— .QVBt 120 NATIONWIDE. 
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29" Dolby Pro-Logic Surround 
Sound TV with Fastext 

■ 6ton visible screen size. 

■ Oiwm display for ease or us* 

■ Built-in Powerbass system. 

Model 29SX2EKR VOUCHER PRICE 
Was £79939. am m XX 

Was £749.99 ^ 

In-stone Price E* m I U - 1 

£999 99 


PANASONIC 29 - odb, 

Pro-Logk Surround Sound TV wWi Fastext 
6Bon vwbfe screen site. 

Model MAOIOP. MUM TOUOiaPWg 

H749.S9 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATER 
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21" NICAM Stereo TV 
with Fastext 
51cm visible screen size. 
Model 21MD3. 

Was £37999. 

In-store Price £369.99. 


25* NICAM Stereo TV 
with Fastext 

■ 59cm visible screen size. 

■ On-screen display for 
ease of use. 

Model 2567. 

Was £479.99. 

CURRYS PRICE 

{39999 


fXTKA VOUCHER 


TO^BA^g^^ 

SEsr-rs fflf749.99 1 - 

use Model 28770 Was £849.99. In-nore 
Price £799 99. BUY HOW N» 12 NORTHS LAIES 

SONY 29 " Dolby Pro-Look 

Surround Sound TV with Fast ext 

■ 68cm vtetHe aaorrs pwa 

screen dze KKI 04 A 

■ Sub- woofer lor W t 1 1 1 rX I M AA 
enhanced bass. lUJtU 1 «#■» 

Model 29F3. 

Was £89939. 

Was £849.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATER 




PORTABLE TV 


MODEL 

TOSHIBA 

1450R 
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EMU> f 

' SAVE 


£ 







luf819.99 


■ 80cm visible screen size. 

■ Sub-woofer for enhanced bass. 

■ Fastext for easy access to Teletext 
information services. 

■ Includes rear speakers. 

Model 3377. In-store Price £1499. 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


VOUCHER PRICE 

{1399 


■ UP TO 30% MORE OF THE ACTION AS THE DIRECTOR INTENDED 
I WIDESCREEN WITH DOLBY PRO-LOGIC SURROUND SOUND PROVIDES THE ULTIMATE 
CINEMA SOUND AND VIEWING EXPERIENCE 
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29" NICAM Stereo TV with Fastext 

■ 68cm visible screen size. 

■ On-screen display for ease of use. 

■ IQ picture quality adjusts colour 

and contrast of your set to the mgj 
brightness of the room for §H“ 

improved viewing. m 1^ 

Model KV29F1. Was £599.99. C | 



SONY 


579 


199 


VOUCHER PRICE 

{33999 


PANASONIC 

2S" MCAM Stereo TVrtftWW 
■ 59cm vcftte sown ■■■■■ VOUCH 
±e.m FsHM tor easy poD 11 
jncess to Intom u Mon |vJ|] r Ht\ 
services. MocfH 75M D1 tciil I 1 t*f 
Was £479.99. In-store price £469.99. 
BUY NOW PAY 9 MONTHS LATHI 




PHILIPS 
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Model 29PT6773CWa 
SAVE £100 p 

BUY NOW PAY U 
12 MONTHS M 
LATER ■ 

-Model MATS lit 1436. 


m £?: 

A* for details 



SAVE 
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4-Head NICAM Stereo 
Video with VideoPlus 
and PDC 

■ VideoPlus and PDC for easy, 
reliable programming. 

■ On-screen display. 

Model NVHD620B. 

Was £379.99. 

In-store Price £349.99. 


MCAM Stereo 
Video with 
VideoPlus 
and PDC 
Was £359.99. 
In-store Price 
£323.39. 1 

Model V7Z7B. i 


VOUCHER PRICE 

{29999 


4-Head NICAM Stereo Video 
with VideoPlus and PDC 
VideoPlus and PDC for easy and 
reliable programming. 

Model HVFX2900. 

Was £26939. VOUCHER PRICE 

In-store Price ^ 

£259.99. MM 


239.1 


28" Widescreen TV with Dolby 
Pro-Logk Surround Sound 

■ 66cm visible screen size. 

■ Fastext for easy access to Teletext 
Model 28WS2. 

Was £999: Was £899. 


CURRYS PRICE 

<849 


32" Widescreen TV with Dolby 
Pro-Logic Surround Sound 


■ 76cm visible screen size. 

■ 100Hz for flicker free picture. 

Model 32MW7DB. 


BIGGER 


CURRYS PRICE 


VOUCHER PRICE 


329 


199 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


JVC MCAM Stereo Video with 
VldeoPluiandPDC 

Model HRJ635. WVLU KMCHH MCE 

ESSE Sm f 279 c 

In-store Price Q39J9.E1 A?M t mat 
BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATBl 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


SANYO MCAM Stereo Video with 

VMooPtus and PDC 

Model VHR777. I ^M mKHHt VWKX 

In-siore Price VM eg a* 

m-99. BlU rMM an 

BUY NOW RAY IfiMliWJS 

12 MONTHS LATBt 


PHILIPS 28 " Mfidetemn TYwftfi 

Dofliy Pro4ogte Sun ound Sow id 

■ 66cmvfca>te price 

-^3. I®i799.» 

Model 2BPWS332C. 

Was 1B9939. 

BUY HOW MY 12 MONTHS LASER 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


MITSUBISHI 28* Wldexreen 

TV with Dolby Pro-Logic Surround Sound 
GGon vfcftrie screen H|vniaBnn 
dze.MadH7fflW2BO.BHqB NAA 
Wte£34ft«vito RLIIIi/MHuI 
£899.99. Irvsrom IlUJ Z f JJ.JJ 
Price EB4839. BUT NON PAT 12 MONTHS UOB 


STORES 

EVEN MORE CHOICE 



KORTWMCH • LfliCOLN 
NORTH SHIELDS • 0 U 3 HAM • OHISBY 




CANTERBURY. STOCKPORT 


Many of our current 

^ j. Hi ■ prices are Currys 
j ■ A Vi 1 lowest ever, find a 

I lower price for the 

saine^ product and 

[ | 1 * J I offe^ ajmplete, new, 

I ^ boxed and bi stock in 

a local shop within 
7 days of purchase 
andweH matthrt 

WE’LL NEVER BE BEATEN 


NEXT DAY DELIVERY 
& INSTALLATION 
\^ii 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Or. over SCO home appliances when you purchase 
before 4pm. 4$ hour ce! ivory ovsiljo’e m parts 
of Scotland i-.nc Northern Ireitmd. Yci: can even 
choose morning s' arterncon delivery or t?'<e 
it home now. As'-: in store for r;:il details. 


m 




PEACE OF MHD 
MR YEARS TO 
COME 

Up to 5 years expen 
service support 
when you buy a 
Mvtercare 
Ooverplan 
Service Agreement. 
♦PLUS WTBlESr FREE 
OPTION WHEN 
PURCHASED WITH 
ANY PRODUCT 
OVER £100. 

Ask in-store for 
details. 


ExausnrE 
MODELS 
& OFFERS 

♦For exceptional 
value, exclusive to 
OSG Retail ltd. 



DISTANT CREDTT 

With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 
advantage of any 
credh offer IrHXtsre. 
Ask for details. 


REVIEWS 


AWARD 
WBOONG 
DKT0RE 
REPAIR SHOP 

Repairs 7 days a week 

(same day vdw ever 
poHiWe]. 




PC RAM 
UPGRADES 

Available in-stare. 

DIGITAL 

COMPATIBLE 

All TVS Currys sell are 
compatible with future 

digital technology. 

Subject to the purchase 
of an additional digital 
decoder planned for 
launch during 1938. 

COMBINED 

DBJVEKTAND 

INSTALLATION 

On all free-standing 
gas and electric 
rookers by CORGI 
registered engineers 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stores). 





PCHEUPUME 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

0891 516516 
Calls cost 50p per 
minute. 

SAME DAY 
SERVmM 

For most large items 
if you phone before 
Warn Monday to 
Friday and live 
within 10 miles of 
a Cunys store. 

CURRYS DIRECT 

For direct doorstep 
delivery. Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442 B88145 (9am- 
8pm Mon-Fn, 9am- 
5.30pm SaL lOarrv 
Spm Sim). Delivery 
tharges from E3J25. 
Part of DSG Retail LW. 


IRITASN’S BIGGEST 
HJKmiCAL STORES 


“ 5 LP*fcmg.lats 


nmx&tj mints of £ 11 E 
Balance of E 57 B 4 befin € 


.RpqBMOffrf 

fGHTbtal 


f 49 SJ 9 .WBBT«. 


^ l^ed creffpol^^^P^ Herts l »2 7 TG. 




MqAanh Awooe, HeneJ HsnpM, Herts WZ7T6. 
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Firms delight in glow 
of party success 






For. an increasing 
number of companies 
the party season means 
a lot more than warm 
white wine, bowls of 
peanuts and a grope in 
the stationery cupboard. 
Paul McCann seeks out the 
L people who make sure 
'■ your party is one to 
remember. 


In the early hours of this morn- 
ing bleaiy-eyed bankers and 
their clients staggered out of the 
Park Lane Hilton after a Christ- 
mas party that has become a by- 
word in the City for fun and 
excess. 

The host was Mitsubishi Fi- 
nance which supplied its 500 
guests with a three-course meal 
before turning the hotel into a 
casino. Dancing followed, and 
al midnight the party became a 
breakfast bar and anyone who 
wanted it could have a full 
cooked breakfast. 

* When Lhe partygoers want- 
ed to leave, taxis and chauffeurs 
were on hand to take them 
wherever they wanted to go. • 


The signal Mitsubishi is 
sending out is that it is a success. 
That It is fun and that it knows 
how to throw a party. 

Such is the demand for a par- 
ty that will say something about 
your company and outdo your 
rivals that professional party or- 
ganisers are mushrooming like. 
no lime since the Eighties. 

“Business is booming.” says 
Nigel Peters of party producers 
Peters and Beech. “And it's not 
just quantity, its quality.” As an 
example. Mr Peters cites how 
fashion house Pr&da this year 
recreated tbe swisb Sobo 
restaurant Quo Vadis in the 
midst of a party for 2,000 peo- 
ple. The waiters would lake 
reservations for different times 
during the party and serve up 
authentic Quo Y&dis food. 

“You need to spend be- 
tween £100.000 and £200,000 to 
really get your company talked 
about," says Sara Blonstein 
who has produced parties for 
Channel 4 and Selfridges. 

For Benetton, she had 20 
rainbow-dyed sheep arrive in 
pink Cadillacs; for Channel 4, 
she created a post -apocalypse 
landscape inside Battersea Row- 
er Station; and for Selfridges, 


she recreated a Busby Berkley 
dance routine on a four-floor 
escalator using 150 dancers and 
actresses in full costume. 

Other memorable parties 
this year included Channel 5's 
£100.000 bash where 1,100 
guests were entertained by eight 
bands on two stages. They were 
filled with sausages and mash, 
vodka and cranberry cocktails 
and if they got bored they could 
watch any one of a dozen spe- 
cially created peeps hows. 

These contained S&M 
shows, bikini-clad dancing girls 
and one where guests could try 
to wash the body paim off a 
model using water pistols. 

Danielle Ney, who has re- 
sponsibility at Channel 5 for its 
parties, believes they pay they 
own way. “We had a big party 
before the Channel launched to 
which wc invited Whmer Broth- 
ers. They were wary of signing 
a film deal with us. After they 
saw the party ihey saw that wc 
were a major player. That we 
were exciting and fresh and af- 
ter the party they wanted to do 
business with us. The advertis- 
ing agencies that came were in- 
creasing their forecast of the 
money we would lake - after the 



Flat out: some 
Christmas par- 
ties are being 
used by firms to 
signal their 
success 

Photograph: 

Brian Harris 


party. It also helped to convince 
the TV talent that we invited that 
we were something special ... 

“You need to know why 
you’re having a party. If it’s not 
part of a strategic plan, don’t 
have one." 


^cHERpsig Yorkshire heads Christmas spending 
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An average £654 per 
person will be spent on 
food, presents and 
entertainment this 
Christmas, it was 
claimed yesterday. 
Stephen Goodwin looks at 
two surveys which show 
f consumers in a buoyant 
mood but wary of 
borrowing. 
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All those jokes about Yorkshire 
parsimony - the deep pockets 
and short arms - are not true 
after all. The Tykes spend more 
money on Christmas than any- 
one else in-Britain.^ 

According to research by.. 
NOP for the investment group 
Save and Prosper, some 41 per 
cent of Yorkshire folk will spend 
more than £500 this Christmas 
compared to 32 per cent for the 
population as a whole. 

The finding is at least par- 
tially confirmed by the latest 


American Express Consumer 
Spending Report. Though the 
geographical area and sums 
are bigger, Amex found 
“Northerners" to be the big fes- 
tive spenders, expecting to 
splash out an average of £671 
on food, gifts and entertaining, 
compared with a national av- 
erage of £654. NOP put the av- 
erage at £568.90. 

However, where the surveys 
really disagree is over who 
spends least. “The West Coun- 
try are the real Scrooges, with 
SI per cent spending under 
£500," concluded NOR 

Not so, said Amex. in a find- 
ing that wilJ give deep satisfac- 
tion to Northerners, the card 
company fingered the people of 
the affluent South-east as the 
meanest. Consumers there ex- 
pert to spend an average of £607 
on food, gifts and entertaining. 

The inhabitants of the most 
well-heeled comer of the coun- 
try spend an average £367 on 
Christmas presents compared to 
a national average of £378. 


They are also more likely lo 
leave shopping until the lasL 
minute. 

Overall, the Amex report, 
conducted by British Market 
Research Bureau International 
found consumers feeling more 
confident about their econom- 
ic situation. Three quarters of 
the 767 adults surveyed said they 
were well or better off com- 
pared to last year and 40 per 
cent expected their financial sit- 
uation u> improve in the next 12 
months. 

However, consumers seem 
to be adopting a careful, rather 
than a carefree approach to 
spending. The recession of the 
early 1990s lingers in the pub- 
lic mind, perhaps refreshed by 
recent interest rate rises. Some 
85 per cent said they would only 
buy what they could afford and 
72 per cent said they would 
rather do without than take a 
loan. 

“"What we are seeing as the 
festive season approaches is a 
new consumer mindset.” said 


Cary Cooper, professor of psy- 
chology at University of Man- 
chester Institute of Science and 
Technology. 

“The Brits who are working 
longer and harder than any- 
where else in Europe see 
Christmas as a time to reward 
themselves for their hard work 
throughout the world. 

"But although there is a 
growing sense of confidence in 
the UK .. . there is still a strong 
dement of careful spending. 
This is in contrast with the late 
Eighties where the spend- 
spend-spend culture prevailed." 
the professor said. 

Not content with stoking di- 
visions between the regions, 
the Amex report also found a 
gender gap in spending. 
Whether out of generosity or ex- 
travagance, men claim to spend 
on average £150 more over 
Christmas than women. One in 
10 men expect to spend more 
than £1 .000 on gifts alone - and 
presumably a high proportion 
of them are in Yorkshire. 


A nation taking hangovers to work 


cussys ft® 



Do you hang over your desk at 
work with a thumping head and 
a mouth like a badger’s 
hindquarters? Has your boss 
been lurching around the office 
with bloodshot eyes and foul 
breath? it’s part of a trend , says 
Barrie .Clement: hangovers are 
costing British industry about 
eight million lost days a year. 


From the boardroom to the shopfloor, 
people seem to be taking to alcohol to re- 
lieve increasing stress at work, with pro- 
fessional employees outdrinking more 
junior staffers. 

An NOP survey published today 
shows that nearly 60 per cent of “middle 


class" employees regularly drink to help 
them relax, compared to around 45 per 
cent of all workers. 

But with Christmas looming, re- 
searchers found that most employees are 
in denial over the effects of alcohol. 

A “staggering" 39 per cent of British 
males admitted they had felt ill at work 
due to too much drink the previous day. 
they discovered. Some IS pier cent ad- 
mitted taking time off because they were 
incapable of turning up. However. 79 per 
cent claimed that in the run-up to Christ- 
mas, alcohol “does not in any way" affect 
their performance. 

The poll conducted on behalf of 
Guardian Employee Benefits, which of- 
fers insurance to companies for absence, 
showed that nearly a quarter of offices al- 
low drinking on tbe premises on some oc- 
casions thoughom the year. Two-thirds of 


workplaces had no policy on alcohol 
abuse, nor offer counselling to ih< sc who 
abuse drink. 

Brian Rawlc. marketing manager or 
the insurance company, said it was clear 
that staff were sometimes incapacitated 
by drink and that it not only affected their 
own performance, but that of others. 

After a long period of “downsizing", 
which had affected most parts of indus- 
try. companies expected people to work 
to full capacity: alcohol impaired their 
ability to do so. it was not a question of 
being a “killjoy" before Christmas or en- 
couraging managers to “spy”. Mr Rawlc 
attacked the “blinkered” attitude of 
many employers to the damaging impact 
of alcohol He pointed out that that the 
Health Education Authority estimated 
that problem drinking was costing British 
industrv more than £lbn a year. 
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Genevd"£59 


London Luton to 

Amsterdam 

Barcelona 

Nice 

Palma de Mallorca 

Edinburgh 

Aberdeen 

Inverness 

Glasgow 

Liverpool to 

Amsterdam 
Nice 


from £39 

from £49 

from £49 

from £59 

from £39 

fram £39 

fram £39 

from £39 

from £45 
from £49 


easyJet 

Call 01 582 700 059 anytime 

All fares single and include an unfair 
£1 0 Government Tax. 

Airport Tax should be a % of the fare! sfik 








If you knew how much 
you're being overcharged 

for life cover 

the shock could kill you. 


ft you took out mortgage protection life cover or fixed term life cover a while ago either to 
protect your mortgage or your family's lifestyle you could be paying well over the odds today. 

Bur now rhar Direct Line provides mortgage prorecrioti and fixed term life cover, you 
don't have co pay through rhe nose anymore. In fact, in only ten minutes, you could be enjoying 
the same protection you enjoy now, for a much smaller monthly costf 
All it takes is one call. No sales visits, no pressure, no 
jargon - we'll even fill in che forms for you to sign. 

If you want life cover at a price that won’t shock you. 


call Direct Line today. 


0845 3000 233 
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CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 2pm Saturday. 
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6/NEWS 


Police fear ‘date-rape drug' 
danger for women 


A drug which induces a 
carefree state leaving 
women unable to resist 
unwanted sexual 
advances, has been 
blamed for dozens of 
date rapes in America. 
Alexandra Williams says 
police are investigating 
fears that the trend has 
reached Britain. 


“Slip a 2mg dose in one beer and 
a woman will be put flat on her 
back in a moaning state of car- 
nal bliss, to waken with no mem- 
ories of the previous night.” 

These are the instructions 
being circulated on the Internet 
on how to use Rohypnol and the 
reason why the drug, nick- 
named Roofie, has been de- 
scribed as the perfect designer 


date-rape drug. Tasteless and 
odourless, the liny purple tablet 
can be slipped into a drink and 
within 10 minutes the victim will 
feel drunk and dizzy and at the 
mercy of their attacker. 

Rohypnol is a tranquilliser 10 
times stronger than Valium and 
its effects last for 10 hours. In- 
hibitions are lost and the taker 
is left with little memory of the 
experience. Flashbacks of the 
assault usually occur days later. 

The likelihood of charging 
the alleged rapist, let aione 
finding him guilty are virtually 
nil. It takes just four hours for 
all traces of the drug to leave the 
bloodstream and it cannot be 
delected in urine after 72 hours. 

Rohypnol's medical name is 
flunjtrazepam and is prescribed 
for severe back pain or insom- 
nia. The drug, manufactured by 
Hoffman -La Roche since 1975, 
is not on the NHS List of pre- 


scribed drugs but is easily ob- 
tained from private clinics. 
More than 1 million patients in 
80 countries take Rohypnol 
every day and the usual dosage 
is half to one milligramm e. • 

The drug was banned in 
America in March last year af- 
ter women, especially on college 
campuses, reported that they 
had been raped. Recently the 
drug has been found on the 
black market in this country, 
particularly in Scotland. Al- 
though, so far, complainants 
hove been women, anti-drug 
campaigners fear the muscle re- 
laxant drug may attract pae- 
dophiles and gay rapists. 

Chief Superintendent Peter 
Gammon, vice-president, of the 
Police Superintendents’ Asso- 
ciation, said: “We don’t want to 
be alarmist but ... Once people 
find it's easy to obtain and ad- 
minister, then more people 


may drug women to gel sexual 
favours." 

Sergeant Clive Driscoll, of 
Scotland Yard’s Crime Policy 
Unit, who has been investigat- 
ing the drug for six months, is 
meeting a number of scientists 
next week to discuss the prob- 
lem. “Wc wish people to be 
more aware," he said. 

Hoffman- La Roche, which 
will be aL the meeting, is look- 
ing to reformulate the drug to 
prevent its misuse. “We find it 
very disturbing that a criminal 
might be using a legitimate 
medical therapy to sexually as- 
sault women," said spokes- 
women Michelle Stanley. 

The company has developed 
a Rohypnol tablet that dissolves 
more slowly and releases a blue 
colour. The shape and colour of 
the tablet have also been 
changed. The new form of the 
drug is not yet on the market. 



Remembrance: Frances Lawrence, widow of Philip Lawrence, the Xavier 

at a ceremony in Scotland where she gave awards to young people in tier husband* memory ^ ^ 
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Bank staff refuse to work 
on Christmas Eve 


Industrial unrest at high 
street banks spread to the 
Midland yesterday when staff 
voted to walk out on Christ- 
mas Eve. 

The 24-hour stoppage at 
Midland, in protest at man- 
agement’s decision to stay 
open all day on 24 December, 
coincides with a fourth day- 
long strike at Barclays where 
employees are angry over 
the imposition of a perfor- 
mance related pay system. 

In Scotland, more than 
10.500 members of the Bank- 
ing Insurance and Finance 
Union at the Clydesdale bank, 
TSB and Royal Bank of Scot- 
land are also being balloted on 
strike action on 2 January. 
Staff walked out last year 


over the banks’ decision to 
open on 2 January, a Scotteh 
bank holiday. In a 30 per 
cent turnout, members of the 
union at Midland voted by 
3J250 to 2j50 for industrial ac- 
tion, a margin of 56 percenL 
Alan Scrixngour, a union 
official, said banks were emp- 
ty last Christmas Eve after 
lunchtime: “Nobody wants to 
arrange a mortgage or take, 
out a loan on Christmas Eve.” 

A spokesman for man- 
agement said that only one in 
ten of the total workforce had 
voted in favour of the action 
and he anticipated that there 
would be no “material" affect 
on the service. 

— Barrie dement 
Labour Editor 


Footballer fined for attack 


An ex-professional footballer 
was ordered to pay £2,750 
compensation yesterday for 
breaking a team mate’s jaw . 

John Francis, 34, pleaded 
guilty at Pudsey magistrates 
court. West Yorkshire, to 
wounding Paul Stephenson. 
He was also ordered to com- 
plete 150 hours community 
service and pay £50 costs. 

Francis, of Leeds, played 
for Sheffield United and 
Burnley before joining local 
league side Farslcy Celtic, 
near Leeds. The court was 


told that Francis and Mr 
Stephenson were at the chib’s 
bar in September celebrating 
the manager's birthday. 
Francis was having an argu- 
ment with his girlfriend out- 
side when Mr Stephenson left 
and Francis hit him. 

Catherine Dowsorufor the 
prosecution, said: “The blow 
knocked him to the floor 
and fractured the com- 
plainant’s jaw in two places.” 

In mitigation the defence 
said it was a one-off incident 
that was out of character act. 


Death threat made to MP 


Police are seriously in- 
vestigating a death threat 
telephoned to a Labour MP 
who had urged farmers to call 
off a protest rally. 

The anonymous message 
was left on the House of 
Commons answerphone of 
Exeter’s Labour MP, Ben 
Bradshaw, on TUesday night. 

It came after he had urged 
farmers to cancel a protest 
march planned for today 
when police said it would 
mean withdrawing six officers 


from the month-long hunt for 
the killer of city schoolgirl 
Kate BushelL 14. 

The regional National 
Farmers Union branch yes- 
terday decided to call off the 
march in view of the “public 
sensitivities" over drawing po- 
lice away from the murder 
hunt Mr Bradshaw welcomed 
the NFU’s decision justified 
his comments, and warned 
that death threats would not 
help the campaign for the ban 
on beef exports, to be lifted. 


Road-test engineer jailed 
for causing death crash 


An engineer was yesterday 
jailed for five months and 
banned from driving for two 
years for causing ihe death by 
dangerous driving of a mo- 
torist while road-testing a car. 

Klaus Menk. 47, a steering 
engineer with General Motors 
tim-pe. was mid by Recorder 
Alan Wilkie QC a, Luton 
L mwn Court that he had been 
guilty of a “single, momentary 
gross misjudgement” which had 

caused the death of Richard 
Longworth in January this year. 

Mcnk. from Frankfurt, was 
overtaking a ear on a badlv lit 

country road when he crashed 
head-on with Mr Longwonh. 

Mr Reorder Wilkie also 
2 ,d . lhal hc h "Ptd General 
M"lots wnulj reconsider the 
?'- ms ,,f road-toting cars on 

busy roads at night. 

Mix comments were wel- 

Stl MrL,ngWOrth ’ s ^' 

! 1 , N ! ar >' Viliams who 
Hdcd the Brake road safety 

■STEP-* her mote 

“ k, " cd ln “ rod accident. 


vers. 

Menk was found guilty last 
month of causing Mr Long- 
worth s death. Sentence had 
been deferred until yesferday. 

He was one of three General 
Motors engineers who were 
test-driving cars on a 10-rnDe tar- 
ctut of public roads used by the 
company. 

Mr Recorder Wilkie said 
that hoih he and the juty felt 
that Menk’s driving had fallen 
wdl below what was expected. 
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But she hit out at the sentence 
saying it was just one-twentieth 
of the maximum penalty of 10 
years for causing death by dan- 
gerous driving and sent out the 
wrong messages to reckless dri- 
vers 
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Microsoft given bloody nose by browser monopoly ruling 


Not just Saturdays. Not just Sundays. 
Now its Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
and New Year’s Day, too. 

(And you still don’t believe there’s a Santa Claus?) 


It might be snowing outside. But at least you can curl up by the fire, call up all your 
friends and relatives around the country, and chat away to your heart’s content. 

On 25 and 26 December, and I January (as well as every Saturday and Sunday up 
to 31 December 1997), every UK long distance call will be charged at the normal 
rate until it reaches 50p. After that, you can stay on the phone for as long as you 
like without paying a penny, more. 

This seasonal offer is just one of the many ways we can 
save you money on your calls every day of the week. 

To find out more, today BrrrCiFT G5EE! 5©? 
quoting RINDSN. . What can we do for you? 

tadiKfc*vAT 6 ITSJLLws dtaancc rtfcrt ujrt0o^»ndrsttoinIUKafcC*miiO***w^leiiiBi*«thi4^aloW«jBiitfafc attfauftgtta 
C^SV^iKC^CWdoBotifalfyferil^jBOBWmTteoarboi^wil^ioSmnCAUIUM^tiialCjloBWnii^SwiilrapraiWoi^ . 

mgt^iTWtw^f^qu^rfMt^.pgpoiwwgiwyo a a rtoinll yaeiiterorracDnlyoir na ttJioneafewtJiQhteavvirefctfc 


CABLE & WIRELESS 


Winning 
the war of 
the Web 


Microsoft’s aim for almost two years 
has been to use the dominance of its 
Windows operating system - a set of 
interlocking programs which enable 
a PC to run word-processing pro- 
grams, spreadsheets or databases - to 
jump-start the market share of In- 
ternet Explorer (IE), its browsing pro- 
gram for viewing the World Wide 
Web, discussion areas and for send- 
ing e-mail. 

Its chief rival, which was on the 
scene rather eariier, is Navigator, 
from Netscape Corporation of Moun- 
tain View, Calif ornia. Netscape’s lead 
of 18 months or so meant that by the 
time Microsoft bad a usable browser, 
Netscape had an 80 per cent share of 
the small, but fast-growing market. 

Why does a browser matter? First, 
it is the main tool for “surfing the Web'' 
- moving between Web sites. If the In- 
ternet becomes the centre for elec- 
tronic commerce that everyone claims 
it will, then it must be good if a brows- 
er is used to cany out that business. 

Secondly, any software has “de- 
faults” - the settings of parts of the 
program as it starts up. In a browser, 
a key one is the “Home page”- where 
the program takes yon when it starts 
up. If lots of people visit your home 
page simply because they start the pro- 
gram, you can charge more to ad- 
vertisers who buy.space there. Many 
people never realise that they can 
change the default in seconds. So 
whenever they start the program, 
they are delivered to the site. 

Navigator's default home page is 
the Netscape Web site; that of IE, the 
Microsoft site. So far, so fair. 

But peoples' tendency to stick 
with defaults also extends to the soft- 
ware on their machine. If your machine 
already has a browser, would you both- 
er to get another? So Microsoft began 
issuing a ample ultimatum to PC man- 
ufacturers: include IE as standard soft- 
ware on your machine, or you can’t 
have Windows 95. Without Win- 
dows95, their machines would have no 
operating system - and so would be 
useless to the average user. They 
agreed to Bill Gates's demands. 

Netscape's market share began 
falling dramatically, and the number 
of “hits” on Microsoft's borne page be- 
gan rocketing. Netscape cried fouL 
Microsoft responded that IE was 
“part of the operating system". This 
seemed odd, since it doesn’t sell or 
market any other pan of its operat- 
ing system separately. Microsoft's 
argument looked thin; its tactics, vi- 
cious. The decision means that some 
equality will now be restored. 

— Charles Arthur, Science Editor 
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Why it is important that a judge put brakes on cyber-juggernaut 


Everywhere you look, Microsoft is there. 
Its software operates 94 per cent of all per- 
sonal computers sold today. It has four-fifths 
of the market for word-processing pro- 
grammes. It is dominant in new sales of soft- 
ware for running computer networks in 
companies. It has invested in cable, mul- 
timedia, on-line commerce and movie-mak- 
ing. BdJ Gates, chairman and founder of 
the computer software giant, is even in- 
vading outer space with a plan to launch 
nearly 3ti0 low-orbit satellites that will beam 
Internet communications around the world. 

This is why the ruling by a United Slates 
judge, that Microsoft has abused its mfr 
nopoly power in one area, is so significant 
This could be the first time that competi- 


tion law will manage to prevent the com- 
pany from gaining dominance in one of its 
target markets. 

The US has had tougher legislation than 
the UK against the abuse of monopolies 
ever since John D Rockefeller grew over- 
mighty with Standard Oil The American 
admiration for big business has a limit. The 
once-dommanl IBM lost a lengthy anti-trust 
case in the early Eighties. It was competi- 
tion polity, too, that broke up telephone 
company AT&T into regional companies, 
and opened the long-distance phone mar- 
ket to competitors like MCI and Sprint. 

The US machineiy puts Britain’s feeble 
safeguards against powerful monopolies to 
shame. 


The question is whether the new ruling 
will succeed in preventing Microsoft from 
eliminating consumer choice in areas 
where it is not yet dominant. The Internet 


BY DIANE 
COYLE 


is a crucial unconquered territory, and one 
Bill Gates desperately wants to dominate. 

Microsoft’s “Explorer" browser for ac- 
cessing the Internet had rapidly caught up 


with the main alternative, Netscape, and 
threatened to comer the market for the soft- 
ware that helps people find their way 
around the Internet. Microsoft is already 
a big provider of Internet communications, 
after America Online. And Bill Gates has 
invested heavily in the content of what peo- 
ple might want to access, with the creation 
of an on-line magazine, investment in a film 
company, and, through the purchase of dig- 
ital rights, to images of paintings in the Na- 
tional Gallery and the Hermitage Museum, 
the notebooks of Leonardo da Vinci, and 
a 1 6-million image photographic library. 

Microsoft also faces a more crucial le- 
gal case. Sun Microsystems, another soft- 
ware company, accuses it of breaching its 


licence to use Sun’s Java computer lan- 
guage. Java is crucial to preserving com- 
petition. It is a programming language 
created specifically to be used with any kind 
of computer operating system or software, 
and is malting wildfire gains in the business 
computing market. With Java, you can use 
Windows alongside any other software. It 
is a kind of hi-tech glue. 

Sun charges that Microsoft has altered 
Java, which it uses in the latest version of 
its Internet Explorer, in such a way that this 
essential compatibility with other soft- 
ware would not work. Microsoft has 
counter-sued Sun. The outcome of this bat- 
tle will be just as important as the Inter- 
net browser war. 


Photograph: Jim Bourg/Gamma Liaison 
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Bill Gates and his computer 
software giant, Microsoft, put on a 
brave face yesterday after a US 
judge ruled that the company had 
unfairly exploited the virtual 
monopoly enjoyed by its Windows 
95 system and instructed an 
immediate change in marketing 
practices. But while the short- 
term cost to Microsoft is limited, 
the long-term damage to the 
reputation of Mr Gates may be 
more severe. Mary Dejevsky reports. 

The US government had brought the case 
a g a ins t Microsoft, claiming that the com- 
pany had broken the terms of a two-year 
old legal agreement designed to preserve 
open competition in the US software mar- 
ket. Late on Thursday, several weeks ear- 
lier than expected, the judge, Thom as 
Penfield Jackson, announced his verdict: 
a 90 per cent victory for the government - 
and a corresponding defeat for Microsoft. 

The judge ruled that Microsoft “shall 
cease and desist ... from the practice of li- 
censing the use of any Microsoft personal 
computer operating system software (in- 
cluding Windows 95 or any successor ver- 
sion thereof), on the condition that the 
computer manufacturer also install its 
browser software". In other words, Mi- 
crosoft may not require computer-makers 
to accept Microsoft’s browser, Internet Ex- 
plorer as a condition for taking its Windows 
95 operating programme. 

"Hie ruling is a preliminary one. The 
judge also appointed a specialist in the field, 
a law professor, Lawrence Lessig, to con- 
sider ail the facts and report by 31 May. 

The ruling that Microsoft may not link 
its two products in the interim, however, 
represents a further defeat for the company. 
Both Microsoft and its chief rival in the 
browser market, Netscape Communications 
Corp, with its Netscape Navigator, are set 
to compete for expiring licensing agree- 
ments in this period, and Netscape feared 
(and government lawyers argued) that 
Microsoft would try to crowd it out of the 
market. The vice-president of Netscape. 
Lori Mirek, said the decision restored a 
“level playing field" in the browser market 


and would allow Netscape to compete to 

have its browser pre-ins called by comput- 
er makers. A Microsoft spokesman said 
it believed the legal review would vindicate 
the company. “We're confident," he said, 

“that once the court has reviewed all the 
facts it will agree that Microsoft complied 
fully with the consent decree and that Mi- 
crosoft's integration of Internet Explorer 
with Windows 95 is good for consumers." 

The one consolation for Microsoft is that 
the judge denied the government's request 
that it be considered in contempt of the 
199S agreement This could have made it 
liable for fines of up to Sim a day. 

The chairman of Microsoft, Bill Gates, 
was spreading his company’s gospel in 
Peking when the ruling was announced and 
declined to comment beyond saying that 
the competition with Netscape would con- 
tinue. “They’D, have a new version, we’ll have 
a new version. It's a healthy competition 
that you expect in the computer software 
market” he told his student audience. “It’s 
not a business where anybody has a guar- 
anteed postilion - even Microsoft, with all 
its success," he said, forecasting that 
speech-recognition was the next comput- 
er frontier. But the benevolent image of 
Mr Gates is probably gone for good. 

This is the second ruling against the com- 
pany recently - the first found in favour of 
Sun Microsystems, which had complained 
that Microsoft was unfairly using and al- 
tering its Java system for its own purpos- 
es. It prevents the company from fully 
exploiting the dominance of Windows 
during a crucial period. And it deprives Mi- 
crosoft of its reputation as a new-styie con- 
sumer-friendly company, an undoubted 
marketing asset in the past 

Yesterday some analysts predicted that 
Microsoft would have to delay the launch 
of its new version of Windows, expected in 
mid-1998, because it had planned to inte- 
grate the browser. 

For the US government, the head of the 
Justice Department's anti-trust division, Joel 
Klein, said consumer choice had been re- 
established. “No consumer should be de- 
nied the browser of its choice because 
Microsoft made their computer vendor an 
offer that their vendor couldn't refuse.” 

Shares in Microsoft Corp fell by 131 dol- 
lars to 137.75 in eariy trading in New York 
yesterday - less than some bad predicted - 
while Netscape gained 230 to 28.75. Clubbing together: Bill Gates and President Bill Clinton in happier times 
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Firefighters failed to 
spot murder victim 
in bumed-out car 


An investigation has been or- 
dered after firefighters who 
doused a blazing car failed to 
spot a dead man lying on the 
rear seat. The body was dis- 
covered 15 hours later by two 
teenagers. 

Officers from the Hereford 
and Worcester Fire Brigade 
were called to the fire on 
Wednesday evening, but it was 
not untQ Thursday lunchtime 
that police were told about the 
body. 

Detectives believe John Bros- 
nan, 50, a father of three, was 
beaten to death before the 
black L-registered Ford Mon- 
deo hatchback was set on fire 
in an isolaled track. Police 
think he may have been the vic- 
tim of an underworld revenge 
killing^ murder inquiry is un- 
derway. 

The boys, aged 14 and 16. 
found the body when they went 
to examine the wreckage in 
Weatheroak. Redditch. They 
told a farmer who raised the 
alarm. 

West Mercia Police revealed 
that Mr Brosnan, who was 
unemployed, had been in 
volved in armed robberies 
and served a jail sentence for 


assault Detectives believe he 
was still involved in c rimin al ac- 
tivities and they intend to quiz 
his underworld contacts who 
may hold the key to the murder. 

Police are trying to piece to- 
gether Mr Brosnan's move- 
ments after be left his partner, 
Anne Davis, at their home in 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire 
at 10.45am on Wednesday, say- 
ing he intended to visit an ac- 
quaintance in Birmingham. 

Firefighters were called out at 
8.40pm on Wednesday to tack- 
le a fire which wrecked his car. 

But police were" only in- 
formed that a body bad been 
found in the Mondeo on Thurs- 
day lunchtime. 

“Mr Brosnan was given a vi- 
cious and ferocious beating 
which quite dearly led to his 
death.” said Detective Super- 
intendent lan Johnston, who is 
Leading the murder hunt. 

“He had extensive bruising to 
both sides of his jaw, his eyes 
and forehead and we are rea- 
sonably sure he was dead before 
the fire started. 

“It's too early to speculate on 
whether this was a revenge 
attack. But Mr Brosnan is 
known to have been involved in 


serious robbery offences. 

“He has been involved with 
some well known active 
criminals throughout the Mid- 
lands. He was not a low level 
criminaL 

“Quite clearly we have to 
bear his background in mind 
and that will be one of our lines 
of inquiry. We have to look at 
his associates to see if they give 
us any indications for the mur- 
der,” Det Supt Johnston said. 

“Mr Brosnan was not a man 
who always made his where- 
abouts known to his family,” he 
added. 

Detectives were carrying out 
house-to-house inquiries in 
Leamington .Spa yesterday and 
police were still seeking to trace 
the acquaintance Mr Brosnan 
bad intended to visit. 

Det Supt Johnston said the 
murder inquiry had not been 
hampered by the fire brigade's 
failure to find his body. 

“We may have expected that 
they could have found the body, 
yes," be said. “But 1 don’t be- 
lieve significant forensic evi- 
dence has been lost. Most of it 
was consumed by the fire 
anyway." 

— Richard Smith 





Cyberlove: Aki Maita, a 31 -year-old Japanese housewife, holding Bandar’s Tamagotchi “harown ‘ holograph; Nicofa Kurtz 

by storm; she is visiting the UK for the first time to introduce her latest pet, the space-travelling Tamagotch gel ograp 



Master of ‘Maria Asumpta* 
loses manslaughter appeal 


The owner and master of the 
sailing ship Maria Asumpta , 
which sank off the north Corn- 
wall coast in 1995 with the loss 
of three crew, yesterday failed 
in an appeal against his triple 
manslaughter conviction. 

Three Court of Appeal 
judges said they were left in no 
"lurking doubt” about the safety 
of Mark Litchfield's convic- 
tion. 

Litchfield, 56, who had been 
on bail pending appeal was led 
away to serve the 18-month jail 
sentence imposed on him at Ex- 
eter Crown Court in August. 

The rejection of his appeal 
was welcomed by relatives and 
friends of 22 people who haw 
died on ships owned by Litch- 
field - three on the Maria 
Asumpta and 19 on the square 
rigger Marques , which sank off 
Bermuda II years earlier. 

“It is heart’s ease to see jus- 


tice being done,” said Shirley 
Cooklin. who lost her 18-year- 
old son Ben Bryant on the 
Marques. 

After the judgment, Suzie 
Macfarlane, who lost her 19- 
year-old daughter Emily on the 
Maria Asumpta . said: “I'm ex- 
tremely glad it’s all over - the 
saga has ended." 

Ms Cooklin said: “It’s been 
a tremendous strain to sit 
through and then to have to wait 
for the judgment But I’ve wait- 
ed 13 years for some sort of ret- 
ribution. Twenty-two people 
have died. My fear was there 
would be further deaths." 

Lord Justice Simon Brown, 
Mr Justice Rangier and Mr 
Justice AstiU dismissed argu- 
ment by Litchfield’s lawyers 
that allegations that he was 
grossly negligent and in breach 
of his duty of care towards his 
crew were not supported by the 


evidence and should never have 
gone before the juiy. 

The Crown had alleged that 
Litchfield set a dangerous 
course before the 137-year-old 
vessel was driven towards 
treacherous rocks off Padstow, 
forcing him to rely on his en- 
gines which he knew to be fu- 
elled by contaminated dieseL 

The engines failed and 
Litchfield could not steer out of 
trouble. His ship broke up on 
rocks at Rumps Point 1 ’ 

Eleven survivors were res- 
cued, but three people per- 
ished - ship's cook Anne Thytot, 
50, from Wallingford, Oxford- 
shire; assistant bosun Emily 
Macfarlane, 29, of Felixstowe, 
Suffolk; -and John Shannon, 
24, the second engineer, from 
Queensland, Australia. 

The sinking in 1984 of the 
Marques did not result in crim- 
inal proceedings. 


Cleveland detective 
put back in uniform 


18 years’ jail for sex 
abuse scoutmaster 


A detective in Cleveland police, where the 
policy of zero tolerance has attracted equal 
measure of praise and criticism, has been 
transferred to uniform duties, it was revealed 
yesterday. 

Detective Sergeant John McPherson, 51, 
has been moved from Middlesbrough CED 
to duties “elsewhere" in the force, said a 
spokesman. 

Earlier this month the head of Middles- 
brough CTD Detective, Superintendent Ray 
Mallon, seen as the architect of the new polic- 
ing strategy, was suspended amid allegations 
of misconduct. He has strongly denied the 
claims. In October, two other detectives from 
the unit were suspended for allegedly sup- 
plying drugs to criminals in exchange for con- 
fessions. 

The transfer of Mr McPherson, who had 
been with the CID for eight years and who 
has been a police officer for 31 years, is the 
first such move since Superintendent Adri- 
an Roberts took over as new boss of the CID 
unit this week. 

The spokesman said: “A detective 
sergeant has been moved from Middles- 
brough CID, following the launch of an in- 
quiry by the force's complaints and discipline 
branch into allegations of discipline and po- 
tentially criminal conduct.’’ 

— Michael Streeter, 
Legal Affairs Correspondent 


A paedophile scoutmaster who attacked 
young boys in his care was yesterday jailed 
for 18 years after being convicted of a string 
• of serious sexual assaults. 

Judge Michael Mott described David 
Stanley as a "predatory and aggressive pae- 
dophile” who had preyed on “vulnerable” 
young boys during his time with the scouts 
and as a youth worker at a residential chil- 
dren’s home. A jury at Worcester Crown 
Court convicted Stanley, 49, of Telford, 
Shropshire, of six counts of buggery, two of 
attempted buggery, eight counts of indecent 
assault, and one charge of possessing porno- 
graphic photographs with a view to distrib- 
uting them on the Internet. 

Timothy Barnes QC for the defence, told 
the court the offences had taken place in the 
1970s when Stanley was a young man in his 
twenties. He had since married and had en- 
joyed a respectable family life with his wife 
and two children, who had to bear the hu- 
miliation and distress of his conviction. 
T^offemces were committed against boys 

aged between 10 and 15, who were either 
scouts or boys at a privately run care home 
called Cotsbrook Hall in Shifoal Shropshire, 
where Stanley worked as a care assistant. The 
home was owned by the company responsi- 
ble for the Bryn Alya home in Whxham, north 
Wales, whose owner John Allen was jailed for 
stx years for paedophile offences. 


Good old British cuppa gets a revamp in a can 


Ilf you find the same pod** cheeper toc^.ptease let 


The British idea of a relaxing 
cuppa could be changed for ever 
with the launch of tea in a tin 
yesterday. 

Hot cups of tea, coffee and 
chocolate will be on sale along- 
side traditional cans after four 
years of research to develop 
them. 

The idea initially came from 
Japan where tea and coffee have 
been sold in cans for a number 
of years. This sector of the 
market accounts for 70 p er 


«ut of canned drink sales, 
dwarfing soft drinks. 

T^e different ^ of drinks 

which 6 1 *" 1 * 1 iQ hot rabiDels 
which keep the cans at be- 

tt-een 55 -57C- normal drink- 
ing temneran.™ ™ 


' ,, '--nonnaldrink- 

mg temperature. 0nceh ^ 
hey should be drunk within sev- 
Jjys f ? r "opiintum quality” 

TTienng-pull cans are made 

from material , 


's pun cans are made 
from material similar to that of 
a soupcan but are covered with 
P^Wiene labels which keep 
*he tea hot without bunting the 


hands. Both the tea and coffee 
come white. 

Brooke Bond, who pio- 
neered the drinks, said tea was 
the hardest d rink to convert to 
can-form and eventually cany 
up with a formula of freshly 
brewed PG Tips and milk 
powder. 

The cans are being sold ini- - 
dally in the Greater Manches- 
ter area from the New ’fear. 

Glenda Cooppr \ 
Counter Aflcws Correspondent 
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Elite’s favourite show takes the flak from politicians 


Tensions between 
politicians and the BBC 
have always existed and 
Today has home the 
brunt of the flak. Louise 
Jury looks at the love- 
hate relationship 
between the 
corporation's flagship 
news programme and 
governments. 


Lord Tbbbit once showed his ir- 
ritation with the Today pro- 
gramme by arriving for an 
interview, pulling a duster from 
his pocket and waved it in front 
of the editor’s face - just to dust 
off the bias, he joked. 

And it was during the 
Thatcherite years of the Eight- 
ies that antagonism against the 
programme was at its height. 
Lord Tebbit, when Tbry chair- 
man, even set up a “bias moni- 
toring* unit at Central Office to 
keep tabs on the BBC which he 
described as the “insufferable, 
smug, sanctimonious, naive, 
guflt-tidden, wet, pink orthodoxy 
of dm sunset home of that third- 
rate decade, the 19605". 

John Humphrys may be 


Labour's hate figure now, but 
it was the late Brian Redhead 
who angered the lories most in 
those days. In one of the most 
memorable exchanges on radio, 
the then Chancellor, Nigel Law- 
son, lost his temper under ques- 
tioning over the economy and 
accused the broadcaster of be- 
ing a life-long Labour support- 
er. Mr Redhead asked for a 
minute's silence “while you 
compose an apology for daring 
to suggest you know how I ex- 
ercise my vote; and I shall re- 
flect upon the death of your 
monetarist policy”. 

More recently, John Birt, the 
BBC’s director-general, apolo- 
gised to Brian Mawhinney, then 
Tbry party chairman, after he 
complained that Kenneth 
Clarice, then Chancellor, was 
treated in an “openly hostile" 
way by Anna Ford last year. 

Mr Humphrys, though, is 
the presenter who most fre- 
quently rattles guests today. 
Jonathan Aitken, the former 
MR accused him of being an 
openly “partisan pugilist” and 
condemned the BBC as being 
the “Blair Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration”. For more than a decade, 
he has irritated and goaded 
politicians. Yet despite tense re- 


lations, it is a rash politician who 
feels able to relinquish air time 
to the political enemy. Any “ban” 
would be unlikely to last long. 

Although the Labour Party 
recently suggested that the 
Prime Minister was less dedi- 
cated to Today than most politi- 
cians, the programme remains 
an acknowledged agenda-setter. 

Yesterday, the BBC was keen 
to point out that despite 
Labour’s threat to withdraw co- 
operation. Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, was interviewed on 
Thursday morning and Robin 
Cook, the foreign Secretary, yes- 
terday. However, BBC2’s News- 
night has had to fight to get 
ministers to appear since the 
election. During the Bernie Ec- 
cleston e/smoking row, no min- 
ister would appear. When this 
happened for a fourth night, the 
programme showed an empty 
chair in the studio. 

A source at the programme 
said: “The Tories used to almost 
always put a minister up. There 
isnn Hnuhl fhaf L ab oU Ttiy tO kill 

the stories. They do interviews 
up until lunchtime and then 
say, *No more,’ in the hope that 
we'll drop the story. But we're 
normally pretty determined that 
we can't be stopped." 


Harsh words in exchange of letters 


Edited extracts from the ex- 
change of letters between David 
Hill and John Barton. 

Dear John, The John 
Humphrys problem has as- 
sumed new proportions after 
this morning's interview with 
Harriet Hannan. In response 
we have had a council of war 
and are now seriously consid- 
ering whether , as a party, we wiQ 
suspend co-operation when you 
make bids through us for Gov- 
ernment ministers. Individual 
Government Departments will 
continue to make their own 
minds up but we will now give 
very careful thought to any bid 
to us, in order to make ab- 
solutely sure that your listeners 
are not going to be subjected to 
a repeat of the ridiculous ex-, 
change this morning.., . 


Harriet Harman was keen to 
be interviewed this morning _ in 
the knowledge that she would be 
challenged on the wisdom of the 
Government's decision -In the 
event this failed to happen. 
Humphrys interrupted so much 
that she was never permitted to 
develop a single answer. 

Frankly, none of us feel that 

this can go on I am sure your 

listeners don’t want it. We can 
see no benefit to us -We need 
to talk as this is now serious. 

Yours. 

David Hill. 

Dear David, Thank you for be- 
ing, so frank in your letter of 
complaint about John 
Humphrys’ interview with Har- 
riet Harman _ Your description 
of it as “a ridiculous exchange" 
surprised me ... 


John was ... seeking a direct 
answer to a simple question: 
were the cuts forced on the Gov- 
ernment by financial necessity 
or because the Secretary of 
State believed that they were de- 
sirable in themselves? ... 

I disagree with your sugges- 
tion that Ms Harman “was nev- 
er permitted to develop a single 
answer”. 

Her first answer for instance 
was almost one minute long, 
and later she explained at 
length the Government’s strat- 
egy for helping lone parents to 
return to work. 

We would obviously be very 
Sony if you decided to “suspend 
co-operation" ... The losers 
would be the listeners. 

Yours sincerely. 

. Jon Barton 
Editor, Today 



John Humphrys playing the cello. Politicians clearly think he should spend more time on 
his muse, and less in the BBC’s Today studio Photograph: Jim Selby 


Harriet Harman 
interview at heart 
of controversy 


The interview at the centre of 

the conhoverey ran for almost 
five minutes on Wednesday 
morning. Harriet Harman 
was pressed by John 
Humphrys to say whether the 
lone-parent benefit cut was 
designed to force single moth- 
ers into work. The Secretary 
of State for Social Security re- 
fused to answer the question 
at least four times and during 
the exchanges Mr Humphrys 
interrupted her several times 
and talked over her. 

The is part of the interview: 
John Humphrys: “There are 
many women in this country 
who have children under the 
age of five and who do not 
want to work. Are you saying 
to them *we think you ought 
to work’?" 

Har riet Harman: “There are 
many women with children 
under five who want to work 
and who lack affordable, 
high-quality child care.” 
Humphrys: “I am talking 
about those who don’t want 
to work and I am asking you 
the question, are you saying 
to them. 'Ultimately it is our 
aim to get people like you 
into work.' “Ts that what you 
are saying? It is a very 
straightforward question.” 
Harman: “Well. I am giving 
you a very straightforward an- 
swer, John, which is that we 
are for the first time offering 
those lone mothers with chil- 
dren under five." 
Humphrys: “No. you are not 
answering the question, with 
the greatest of respect You 
are answering your question. 
I am asking you to answer my 
question. 

“Do you want these 
women ... you talk about 
ending a dependency cul- 
ture, are you saying to women 
with young children who are 
living by themselves, we 


would like you to work? Is 
that what you are saying?" 
Hannan: “I am saying I 
would like for those women 
what they want for themselves 
and that means choice." 
Humphrys: “Hang on, what 
they want, for many of them 
is you not to impose the cuts 
you are imposing to them.” 
Hannan: “They have had no 
choice in the past, because 
they have been given do help 
to work. The question is 
whether we invest £5 a week 
extra to help them on bene- 
fits. or whether we invest in 
helping them into work. And 
if they don't get into work, 
they will have that choice and 
they will get the same level of 
benefit for their child as mar- 
ried women will geL 

“I know we wfl] look back 



Harman: Under pressure 


on this and think how odd it 
was we were championing the 
rights of lone mothers to 
bring up their children on 
benefit. It’s hard to bring up 
your children on benefit. It’s 
easier if you can do part-time 
work, or even full-time work, 
and actually have a better 
standard of living, and that's 
the direction in which we are 
going." 

Humphrys: “Harriet Har- 
man, thank you very much." 


Follow the star 
this Christmas. 
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Eta shooting deals 
blow to hopes of 
end to Basque war 


Cemetery war -;; 
ends with 
widows’ peace 


Basque separatists from 
Eta are being blamed for 
the fatal shooting of a 
conservative town 
councillor. Elizabeth Nash 
in Madrid says the killing 
has dealt a crushing blow 
to tentative hopes of 
bringing an end to Eta’s 
violent campaign. 


Homeland and Freedom, bas 
killed more than 800 people in 
a 29-year campaign for an in- 
dependent Basque state. Caso 
was the 13th victim this year. 

Jaime Mayor Oreja, the in- 
terior minis ter, condemned the 
shooting as a “revenge attack 
following recent setbacks". A 
similar attack last week on a PP 
councillor from San Sebastian 
was foiled by her bodyguard 
who was shot in the lace and lost 


A masked gunman shot dead 
Jose Luis Caso on Thursday 
night, while he was drinking 
wine with friends in a bar in Irun 
near the French border. 

The shooting held cruel 
echoes of a killing in July that 
brought millions of Spaniards 
on to the streets in protest. Mr 
Caso, 64, a member of the rul- 
ing right-of-centre Popular Par- 
ty (PP), had received threats of 
“you are next" just days after 
Eta killed Miguel Angel Blan- 
co in the summer. But he had 
refused the government's offer 
to give him bodyguards. “I am 
not afraid. If they want to come 
for me they know where to find 
me,” he said recently. 

Eta, which stands for Basque 


an eye. 

Basque pacifist organisa- 
tions called for protest vigils last 
night, and all Basque democ- 
ratic parties called for a mass 
demonstration in San Sebastian 
this evening. 

Mr Mayor Oreja flew to 
Irun to join the family of Mr 
Caso, a retired shipyard welder 
and councillor for the industri- 
al suburb of Renteria since 
1995. The Spanish Prime Min- 
ister, Jose Maria Aznar, at- 
tending a European Union 
summit in Luxembourg, insist- 
ed that the government would 
not back down in its fight 
against the separatist guerrillas. 
Mr Aznar was expected to at- 
tend the funeral today. 

The conservative Basque 


nationalist leader Antonio Ar- 
danza, who has long urged di- 
alogue with the separatists, said 
the attack “was a cynical kick in 
the teeth for all those seeking 
a negotiated solution”. Faint 
signs indicate that even the 
pro-Eta Hern Batasuna party 
may be divided over Eta's ac- 
tion. In a rare breaking of 
ranks. Hern Batasuna's lawyer, 
Patxi Zabaleta. condemned the 
killin g as “unjustified". 

Last week the Supreme 
Court jailed all 23 leaders of 
Herri Batasuna for eight years 
for collaborating with terrorists, 
prompting their spokesman to 
warn of “grave and direct con- 
sequences". 

Yesterday’s killing appears to 
have dashed hopes for an ear- 
ly ceasefire raised when Eta an- 
nounced a semi-truce last 
month. 

The government last week 
agreed to transfer 16 Eta pris- 
oners held far from the Basque 
country to jails nearer home, 
which partly meets one of Eta's 
principal demand. 

A proposed general strike 
called by Heni Batasuna for 
Monday was yesterday called 
off. 




Silver streak: A unmanned prototype of the Japanese magnetically levitated train, or Maglev, which yesterday ran 
at 321 mph, breaking the world speed record for trains - set by the French TGV - by I mph Photograph: Ar 


Two widows, one Jewish and 
one Muslim, who had been 
fighting in court ;over whcT 
would bury their shared bus-' . 
band, decided on a compromise 
yesterday. 

Sbuakat kuza,' a Muslim ■; 
who converted to Judaism and : 
back to Islam, will be buried in 
the Muslim section but near the 
Jewish side of a cemetery in 
Haifa where the Jewish widow 
lives. There will be. two separate 
burial ceremonies, one Jewish 
and one Muslim, Israeli televi- 
sion reported. 

Kuza had converted to Ju- 
daism in 1994, taken a Hebrew 
nam e and married his Jewish 
partner of 30 years. But three . 
days after he married her in No- 
vember 1995, he went to an Is- 
lamic court in Hebron and 
converted back to Islam and 
married a Muslim woman, with- 
out ever, divorcing hiy Jewish 
wife. Muslims are allowed to 
marry up to four women. 

After Kuza died recently of. 
heart failure, each wife de- 
manded to be allowed to bury 
him according to her religion 
and on Thursday took the case 
to the Supreme Court. The 
court had planned to rule on the 
case in the coming days but Is- 
raeli television said the women 
reached ihe compromise on 
their own. 

— AP, Jerusalem 
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Rwanda massacre survivors 
tell of machete horror 
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Surviv ors of an anack on a camp 
in north-western Rwanda in 
which 271 people were killed 
said Hutu rebels came at night 
and started chopping up their 
victims. 

The ethnic Tutsi refugees 
from the neighbouring Demo- 
cratic Republic of the Congo 
were killed at Mudendc camp, 
about 120 km (75 miles) north- 
west of Kigali, when it was at- 
tacked on Wednesday night by 
Hutu militiamen armed with ri- 
fles. grenades and machetes, ac- 
cording to a senior array official. 

A total of 271 people were 
killed in the attack and 227 were 
wounded. said Colonel 
Nyamwasa Kayumba. 

Yesterday morning survivors 
were burying the dead - most- 
ly women and children and 


most bearing horrific wounds - 
just yards from the tents in 
which they were slaughtered. 

One survivor, whose son 
was hacked to death, said: 
“They came very quietly while 
we were sleeping and we had no 
chance to escape. They just 
started chopping, chopping, 
chopping" 

The UN refugee chief, 
Sadako Ogata, strongly con- 
demned the attack and a 
spokeswoman called the at- 
tackers merciless. 

The US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, told a news 
conference in Congo that she 
was asking US war crimes en- 
voy David Scheffer to go to 
Rwanda to assist in the inves- 
tigation of the massacre. 

Mr Scheffer, who bas been 


accompanying Mrs Albright on 
a seven-nation African tour, had 
been asked to go back to Rwan- 
da, to tty to assist in the probe 
of the killings. 

Mrs Albright, the most se- 
nior US official to visit Rwan- 
da since a genocide in 1994, has 
condemned a recent upsurge of 
violence in the country con- 
nected with the return from 
Congo of hundreds of thou- 
sands of Hutu refugees who fled 
their country in 1994, fearing 
reprisals far the genocide. Some 
S00,000 Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus died in Rwanda in 1994 
during a genocide by extremist 
Hutu militia and members of 
the former government and 
army. Rwanda's government 
fought its way to power during 
the genocide. Reuters, Mudehde 
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Swiss order return 
of Marcos millions 


Karadzic’s party 
wins most seats 


The Swiss Supreme Court ruled yesterday 
that assets belonging to late Filipino dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos should be returned to the 
Philippines. The ruling related specifically 
to SI 00m (£62m) of approximately S500m 
that have been frozen in Swiss bank accounts 
since Marcos was ousted in 1986. Imelda 
Marcos, who is in the United States for eye 
treatment, could not be immediately 
reached for comment. — Al J Zurich 
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Suu Kyi aide ‘quits’ 


The party loyal to war-crimes suspect 
Radovan Karadzic won the most seats in 
Bosnian Serb elections but lost its all-out ma- 
jority. The pro-Karadzic Serbian Democratic 
Party won 24 of 83 seats. The Serbian Rad- 
ical Party, its most likely ally, tied in third 
place with Bfljana Plavsic’s Serbian National 
Alliance, at 15 seats each. Second was the 
Muslim-dominated Coalition for Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. with 16 seats, mainly from 
refugees’ absentee votes. — AP, Banja Luka 


One of the two chief aides to Burma's 
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi has re- 
signed from her party, the military gov- 
ernment said. Kyi Maung, vice chairman of 
the National League for Democracy, and 
one of Suu Kyi's most trusted lieutenants, 
resigned from the party because of con- 
flicts with the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize win- 
ner, a press release from the government 
said. — AP. Rangoon 


Mauritania votes 


Mauritania went to the polls yesterday to 
elect a new president but. with the main op- 
position boycotting the vote and President 
Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya almost sure 
to win, early turnout was low. Mi Taya, who 
took power in a bloodless coup in 1984, faces 
four rivals, including the first black African 
to run for the job. — Reuters, Nouakchott 


Wolf hunt ban 


Lesbian priest row 


Poland’s government announced plans to 
ban wolf bunting for three years. The main 
impact will he in the forested south-east- 
ern province of Krosno. which last season 
controversially gave hunters permission to 
shoot about 70 wolves from a population 
of- more than 200. — Reuters, Warsaw 


Norway s only female bishop yesterday 
dodged a decision on sacking a female priest 
who defied church rules by “marrying her 

S* ,an ! over - Bish <>P Rosemarie Koehnof 
Norway s state Protestant church gave Sin 
bundc. who was suspended earlier this year, 
an extension of leave that was due to ex- 
pire yesterday. — Reuters, Oslo 


Russia grounds air force after fatal crashes 


Dixons 






The Russian air force has been 
grounded for a week in a move 
that marks the deepest humil- 
iation yet to be inflicted on the. 

remnants of the once mighty So- 
viet military machine. 

News agency reports in 
Moscow said the flying ban 
was imposed by the head of the 
force. General Pyotr Deinckin, 
following two fatal crashes in- 
volving military aircraft within 


claim T, ’* clhcr - these 
v Mimed at least 76 lives. 

The decision is certain to be 

'"sia\nT l fU u hCr meaSUre tfRuS- 

ilarv— 3 ^ Uw dfc S njn *iwl mil- 
ary, and particularly by two 

-nner generms rompaigt^ 

derT?; riSVd,sin -AlS 

<- r Lehed and Lev Rnkhlm. 

According i«> Russia’s In- 

•.rfax news agency, the ground- 

>ng does nm apply to aircrafton 


combat duty. On Thursday, 
eight people were killed when 
a military An-12 bit a heli- 
copter while landing at Naiyan- 
Mar in Russia’s far north. Five 
days earlier, at least 68 people 
died when an An-124 cargo 
plane fell out of the sky. Gen- 
eral Deinekin said the ground- 
ed aircraft would only be 
available for “military duties". 

— Phil Reeves, Moscow 
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Carlos the 
revolutionary 
scorns court’s 
right to judge 


Mich Ramirez Sanchez, 
better known as Carlos 
the Jackal, dismissed his 
trial, which began in 
Paris yesterday, as 
‘illegal’. John Lichfield 
reports that In his 
urbane but pompous 
first public appearance 
the middle-aged 
Venezuelan declared 
himself a ‘professional 
revolutionary in the old 
Leninist tradition'. 

The former Global Public 
Enemy Number One seemed to 
enjoy his first day in court 
after three years in French jails. 
He smiled so enthusiastically at 
the mostly female jury that he 
was told off by the presiding 
judge. He gave his profession as 
“professional revolutionary" 
and his address as “the world is 
my domain , last 1 address. 
Khartoum.” 

As expected, Ramirez 
Sanchez, 48, the son of a lawyer, 
challenged the legality of the 
proceedings and partially 
conducted his own defence. 
“1 cannot be judged because of 
the conditions of my arrest," he 
declared. 

The man blamed for many 
of the most spectacular terror- 
ist actions of the Seventies and 
Eighties, was seized by French 
agents in Sudan in 1994 with the 
connivance of the Sudanese 
authorities. 

He is charged with the mur- 
der of two French secret service 
agents and a Lebanese informer 
in Paris in 1975 but other trials 
are expected to follow. 

Looking relaxed in a beige 
jacket and multi-coloured cra- 
vat, Carlos spoke calmly, al- 
though he often lapsed into the 
dated revolutionary terminolo- 
gy of his era. 

He objected to the pres- 
ence of the lawyer representing 
families of his alleged victims, 
claiming that he was a "militant 
Zionist revisionist". 

He also lambasted one of 
the civil parties in the case, SOS- 
Attentats, calling it "extremist, 
racist and revisionist” He said 
the group was "exploiting the 


legitimate sadness of the fam- 
ilies” of victims. 

Carlos repeatedly described 
himself as a “professional rev- 
olutionary in the old Leninist 
tradition" and said he was fight- 
ing “for humanity, for the peo- 
ple of Palestine, for the people 
of France" and against what he 
called “American imperialism 
and the Zionist state". 

Security for the trial, which 
is being held at the Palais de 
Justice, close to Notre Dame 
Cathedral in the centre of Paris, 
was unusually tight. 

The terror network run by 
Carlos with the help of Soviet 
bloc governments collapsed 
long ago but the police were tak- 
ing no chances. 

Through his many lawyers, 
Ramirez Sanchez has threat- 
ened to use the trial to make 
embarrassing revelations about 
his trade-offe with Western gov- 
ernments and security services 
in the Eighties. 

As a result, the French 
authorities say that they have 
not ruled out the possibility 
of an attempt on Carlos's own 
Jife. 

The trial is expected to last a 
week. Ramirez Sanchez has 
already been convicted, in his ab- 
sence, and sentenced to 30 years 
in prison, for the triple murder 
at a flat in the fifth arrondisse- 
raeat of Paris in June 1975. 

In a lengthy interview in an 
Arab newspaper in the Eighties, 
Carlos admitted the killings but 
under French law he is entitled 
to another trial in person. 

At the start of yesterday's 
hearing. Carlos took charge of 
the jury selection himself. He 
objected to one man and a 
woman with an Arab-sounding 
name. The second objection was 
puzzling, given the fact that Car- 
los undertook many of his most 
spectacular actions - including 
the kidnapping of O pec (Or- 
ganisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries) oil ministers 
in December 1975 - in the 
name of the Palestinian cause. 

Before the bearing, Carlos's 
leading lawyer. Isabelle 
Coutant-Peyre, repeated the 
threat that her client would 
make damaging revelations if 
the trial went ahead. 

Asked what these would be, 
she said: "You ’ll see.” 
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AFTER LAUNCHING THE AUDIO CD 
PHILIPS LAUNCHES THE AUDIO CD RECORDER 


Now you can record all your favourite music on CD. Simply connect the 
GD Recorder to your audio system and you can then record onto your 
CD-Recordabie Digital Audio disk from vinyl, tape or any digital source: 
You can play the CDs you create in any of the CD players you already 
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Film censor allows a chink 
of light behind the veil 


Prizewinner: Fflm director Abbas IGaotstami with Catherine Deneuve after receiving the Palme D’Or Photograph: Popperfoto 


Iranians are flocking to 
see The Snowman , a film 
whose hero dreams of 
living in the United 
States and who, to 
secure a visa, dresses as 
a woman in the hope of 
marrying an American. 
Our Middle East 
Correspondent finds 
Iran’s film industry is 
breaking free of the 
censors. 


Almost every year since the 
1979 revolution, Iran’s film di- 
rectors have won an interna- 
tional prize - but no thanks to 
the government. When Abbas 
Kiaorstami wished to enter his 
Taste of the Cherry for the 
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BY ROBERT FISK 


lamic morals by accepting a 
*bise" from Ms Deneuve. 

Since President Mohamed 
Khatami’s election last May, 

however, there are disoeet signs 

that the lot of Iran’s film-mak- 
ers is improving. The Snowman 
was originally banned by the au- 
thorities but now it draws 


Cannes festival this year, the lamic morals pyaw^H & Q f greeting, men could k 

Ministry of Islamic Guidance learned each other (platonically, 

delayed the film’s export U- ^^Smee^ President Mo course); no Islamic holy nam 

cence for so long that the reels Khatami f, could be given to bad ebaraae 

only arrived in France after however .there are sgs without a see 

the festival had begun. that the lot Sf meo or women at prayer. 

Incredibly, the story of a po- ers is un p rt ’y^‘ . . . Za rghami was laughed out 

tential suiride vainly seeking toL oS monlhT 

help from friends and strangers thon&eB but ^ e Milani has no time for the 

to uu himself won the Pahne padtedhous^mTet^vtoe ^^ktedcwithnosmlgia 
d’Or. It was a slap in the face for its danng contents- the film in pre-revolutionary Irani 

the Iranian ministry but earned eludes pre-revolutionary song, pre revotuuor^i 
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d’Or. It was a slap in the face for 
the Ir anian ministry but earned 
a peck on the cheek for Kiaotsta- 
mi from Catherine Deneuve. 
When the director returned 
home in triumph to Tehran, he 
was forced to flee the airport to 
avoid outraged radicals who 
claimed he had breached Is- 
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-have prompted Iranians to ask 
whether new cultural freedoms 
may after all be on the way. 
Women are shown with little 
head-covering and the hero’s 
cross-dressing in an attempt to 
find an American “husband" in 
Turkey astonished dnema-goere. 

After four years of refusals 
from the Islamic Guidance rain- 


less the wearers were depicted 
as being morally evil; no badly- 
dressed policemen or soldiers 
and no jokes about them; no 
physical contact between men 
and women; definitely no kiss- 
ing between men and women. By 
way of greeting, men could kiss 
each other (platonically, of 
course); no Islamic holy names 
could be given to bad c h a r acms; 
no film should be without a scene 
of men or women at prayer. 

Zarghanu was laughed out of 
office within months. 

Milani has no time for those 
who look back with nostalgia on 
the pre-revolutionary Iranian 
cinema when, she says, sex. vi- 
olence and cheap musical sto- 
ries were pre-requisites for any 
successful movie. “After the 
revolution, for a period, things 
got better," Milani says. “Mr 
Khatami ran the Ershad at that 
time. Later, things changed and 
the restrictions forced people to 
look for different things. When 


irom LOU lalUTl 111. u-Lm — - 

istry, known by the single word you take sex and violence oat ot 
“Ershad" (Guidance), Tahmineh a movie, you have to replace it 


Milani has just been given per- 
mission to make her film 7vvo 
Women, a stoty of two female 
students at Tehran university dur- 
ing the revolution. One of the 
women is rich but un talented, die 
other poor but very intelligent; 
the wealthy student is success- 
ful, the poor woman fails. Social 
injustice, the film will say, con- 
tinued after the revolution. 

Milani, a 37-year-old archi- 
tect, is one of Iran’s six female 
directors (there are about 200 
male film-makers) but had re- 
ceived no authorisation to make 
a film since 1993. “There is a 
very good feeling in the indus- 
try that things are going to 
change," she says. “Of course, 
all of us voted for Mr Khatami 
because we didn't want Mr 
Nateq-Nouri [Khatami’s con- 
servative challenger] to get 
elected. I just thought he was 
the best among the candidates. 
It doesn’t mean he’s my ideal 
person and we cannot expect a 
miracle from him. But since he 
arrived, he’s got rid of people 
in the Ershad who were very 
conservative and who were 
holding everyone back." 

Cinema lovers should trea- 
sure the restrictions imposed on 
Iranian film directors last year 
by Ezzatollah Zarghami, a for- 
mer array officer incongruous- 
ly appointed deputy minister in 
charge of the cinema. 

He decreed that in Iranian 
films there should be: no close- 
up shots of women; no foreign 
music; no clothes on women 
which showed the shape of their 
bodies: no ties or bow-ties, un- 


with something else; you have 
to find some new meaning to en- 
tertain the audience." 

Amid the swamp of -war 
movies on the I98CHS8 Iran-Iraq 
war, Milani wanted to make a 
picture which depicted “the 
power of war” and the way that 
it affected families. “When a 
man goes to war, it is his deci- 
sion but when he gets killed, it 
affects all his family. They are 
paralysed when a person in the 
famil y dies." she says. Milani vis- 
ited the old war from at Qasr 
Shirin. The Ershad was not in- 
terested in such films. 

If things are improving -and 
they appear to be - this is good 
news in a country’ where the cin- 
ema has often been the tem- 
plate of political change. No one 
has forgotten that it was a cin- 
ema fire in Abadan, killing 
more than 400 people, which 
provoked many of the anti- 
Shah street demonstrations in 
1979. Milani is designing a new 
cinema for Tehran, along with 
her architect husband. President 
Khatami has appointed a film 
director, Seifollah Dad. whose 
Lone Sunhor was filmed in 
Lebanon and depicted Pales- 
tinian women without Islamic 
head covering, as the new 
deputy minister of cinema. 

Iranian films have won 30 
awards in the last decade and 
bring in more audiences than 
imported Western movies. But 
then what else would you expect 
when almost all scenes involv- 
ing women were cut from 
Dances with WoWes, Marathon 
Man and The Last Emperor 7 
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SOME OF OUR CHILDREN WILL GET 
TOY GUNS THIS CHRISTMAS. 

Many Third World children will get real 
ones. AK47s and Ml 6s. Kids as young as 
ten will be forced to use them. To kill. 

Child soldiers are a sad fact of 
modern warfare. From Angola to Sri 
Lanka, children are press-ganged to fight, 
kill and die with the adults. In brutal 
initiations new recruits are often drugged, 
beaten and raped, and then made to kill 
loved ones or execute prisoners. Even 
butcher other children. 

Their innocence is damned. 

In the last ten years, in Africa especially, 
Oxfam has seen a big increase in the use 


of child soldiers. Guns are cheap ($10 for 
an AK47 in Liberia) and easy to use (an 
Ml 6 can be stripped down and 
reassembled by a child of ten). And young 
men raised on violence are quick to train 
the next generation of boys - and girls. 

In a world where 90 per cent of war 
casualties are caused by small arms, child 
soldiers are increasingly pulling the 
trigger. But something can be done, 
and you can help. 

In two weeks the UK assumes the 
Presidency of the European Union. This is 
your chance - to join us in calling for a 
tough EU code of conduct on arms 
sales. One with teeth. One without 


loopholes. One that opens arms sales 
to public scrutiny before the guns 
are exported. 

Oxfam is part of a growing movement 
for controls on arms sales. To cut the flow 
of guns to repressive regimes hooked on 
heavy military spending. Will you join the 
campaign to stop small arms falling into 
small hands? 

By Christmas we want 10,000 people 
to say they care, to get the politicians to 
listen. At this time of giving, please give a 
damn. Be one of the first to call our 24- 
hour number. If you don’t take action, who 
will? Santa? 

Please ring now. Thank you. 


0345 10 11 10 


www.oxfam.org.uk/campaign/cutconflict/ 



Oxfam's Cut Conflict Campaign 

Otfani is a Registered charity no. 203918 0«fam UK and Ireland is a member ol Qtfam International. 
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Britain accused of harbouring Egypt’s ‘evil mastermind 


d& et \ 

Lital 9 


After the slaughter at Luxor last 
month, the Egyptian President, 
Hosni Mubarak, lashed out at 
Britain for “harbouring terrorists 
under the slogan of human rights*' 
and Egypt published a list on the 
Internet of “wanted masterminds 
of terrorism”. Steve Crawshow hears 
what a “terrorist mastermind” 
has to say, and finds some strange 
ambiguities. 


High on the Egyptians' bate-list is Yasser 
el-Serri, whose application for asylum in the 
UK is now being considered. Mr el-Serri 
was convicted in his absence in Egypt in con- 
nection with the attempted assassination in 
1993 of the prime minister, Atef Sedki, in 
which a young girl died. He is one of the 
main reasons why Egypt claims that 
Brilainadopts a soft policy on terrorism. 

Mr el-Seni was no longer in Egypt at the 
time of the assassination attempt. He in- 
sists, too. that he was not involved in the 
attack from afar. “Mubarak feels no shame 
to do whatever suits him. It's a fabricated 
propaganda, aimed at Great Britain. It’s ob- 
vious that because Mubarak has failed in 
his internal policies, he wants to attract the 
attention of abroad." 

He condemns the slaughter at Luxor, 
where 58 tourists died, while seeking to 
spread the blame. “I condemn the massacre 
in Egypt - and also the Egyptian regime 
which is responsible for terrorist activities.'* 
He is happy to describe hims elf as an Is- 
lamic fundamentalist - reason enough for 
him to be anathema to the Egyptian gov- 
ernment. He insists on his belief in Islam- 



Where freedom 
and law collide 


i$P 11 
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Yasser ef-Sem denies he is a terrorist, saying that his Islamic beliefs are incompatible with such activities 


Photograph: Tom Prfston 


Egypt has repeatedly demanded that he 


ic sharia law - and argues that this belief be returned to Egypt in connection with his 
includes an abhorrence of violence. “As conviction in absentia. “Many times, the 
Muslims, we are not allowed to kill inno- Egyptian government asked me to be trans- 
cent people." ferred [back to Egypt]. And many times the 

In Britain, Mr el-Scrri occupies a polk- British Government refused. They kept say- 
icai no-man *5 land. He is under constant sur- mg: ‘Give us evidence’." The Home Office 
veillance by Special Branch and ML? - as refuses to comment on the details of Mr el- 
potential suspect, and as potential victim. His Serri’s case, beyond confirming that an ap- 
Special Branch minders advised him to plication for asylum has been received, 
change his address for his own safety (in Mr Mrel-Seni insists that he accepts the am- 

el-Serri's words: “not because we like you biguous terms of his stay in the LHC He says 
- but because we don't let these things hap- it is right that both sides can be punished 
pen here"). He insists that his Islamic Ob- for a violent foul. “The British Government 
servatory Centre, which he runs from his is like the referee. They will give the red card 
flat, is only a “humanitarian and media plat- to the Egyptian secret police - or to the fun- 
form", and does not raise funds for potential damentalists. I respect that." 
terrorist activities - awhich would become Certainly, the Egyptian security services 

illegal under proposed new UK laws. are interested in gathering more informa- 


tion. At a recent anti-government demon- 
stration at its embassy in Mayfair, besuit- 
ed men with video cameras peered from 
behind the curtains, filming the crowd. 

None the less, Egyptian policy towards 
opponents of the regime remains mysteri- 
ous. The Egyptian embassy in London has 
been in touch with Mr el-Serri about the 
possibility of “opening a dialogue". Vie In- 
dependent has spoken to a go-between in- 
volved in the tentative approaches, which 
apparently included representatives of the 
Egyptian security services. Mr el-Serri con- 
firmed that the approaches had taken 
place, but claimed that Special Branch had 
told him to be wary. Egyptian officials deny 
that there have been any approaches. But 
h is clear that, when it comes to “terrorist 
masterminds", not all is as it seems. 


A SAFE HAVEN SINCE CONRAD'S DAY 


Britain’s liberal treatment of asylum 
seekers caused frequent clashes with the 
rest of Europe in the nineteenth 
century: it was seen as a safe haven for 
terrorists and anarchists. Reactionary 
regimes in Vienna and Moscow, in 
particular, believed that Britain’s open ess 
to refugees was just the cover for 
hostile scheming against them. 

This formed die background to 
Joseph Conrad's 1907 novel. The Secret 
Agent Verioc. a double agent, is 
encouraged by Vladimir, an official at an 
unnamed European embassy (probably 
the Russians) to mount a terrorist 
outrage aimed at shocking the British 


into a dampdown. Vladimir lectures 
Verioc “England lags. This country is 
absurd with its sentimental regard for 
individual liberty. _ The imbecile 
bourgeoisie of this country make 
themselves the accomplices of the very 
people whose aim is to drive them out 
of their houses to starve in ditches. And 
they have the political power still, if they 
only had the sense to use it for their 
own preservation. _ What they want 
just now is 2 jolly good scare." 

Verioc is told to mount a bomb 
attack on the Greenwich Observatory, 
on the basis that “The whole civilised 
world has heard of Greenwich.” 


For any democracy, dealing withal- 
leged terrorists seeking *j£j un ? 

atooad involves a difficult balarwng^ 

The Government has to reconcile the 

likely impact on its 
with the other country involved -tadus 
case Egypt - and its commitments to 
combat terrorism, against obligations 
under international treaties. 

The result can often be to u P se | 
both human rights campaigners and 
the terrorists’ home-government. 

In the United Kingdom, all appli- 
cations for asylum are individually con- 
sidered, under the terms of the 1951 
UN Convention Relating to the Sta- 
tus of Refugees, and a later 1967 Pro- 
tocol. Even if someone is categorised 
as a terrorist applying for asylum, they 
cannot simply be shipped bade to their 
home country. Under Article 3 of the 
European Convention on Human 
Rights, soon to be incorporated into 
British law. a terrorist cannot be re- 
turned to a country where he or she 
fears “cruel or degrading" treatment. 
People considered to be plotting in this 
country to cause terrorist acts else- 
where can be prosecuted, but such cas- 
es are rare. 

A recent report into anti-terrorism 
laws by Lord Uoyd of Berwick de- 
scribed the lack of a general offence 
to conspire to commit such acts abroad 
as a “major gap" in British law. 

Jt is an area which Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary, is to consider in the 
review of anti-terrorist legislation. How- 
ever, Mr Straw has himself raised the 
issue of the “Mandela" question. Would 
a democracy wish to treat those fight- 
ing against oppression, as the ANC were 
against the apartheid regime, in the same 
way as other supposed “terrorists"? 

At the same time Mr Straw has 
made it dear he wants to toughen up 
on extremist groups using Britain as a 
fund-raising base. And as the focus on 
Irish terrorism fades, however tem- 
porarily, more attention is being giv- 
en to the question of extreme Islamic 
groups using Britain as a centre for 
their operations. 

— Michael Streeter 
Legal Affairs Correspondent 
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Accidents in 


law , °Sf‘ hospital cost 
-T'S: £!50m a year 



More than a million 
accidents a year could be 
happening in English 
hospitals, a Commons 
committee warned last 
night. Anthony Bevins , 
Political Editor, examines 
a scathing audit of safety 
on the wards. 


■ “Hospitals are dangerous 

' c places," David Davis, Conser- 

valive chairman of the Com- 
mo ns Public Accounts 
Committee, said last night. 

1 ■■ . - “There are dangers for staff, 

for patients and for visitors. The 
■ ... simple fact is that the levels of 
accidents are too high. Health 
- ", and safety legislation is there to 
. ^ protect people, but it is being 

• . l blatantly ignored.” 

' If Evidence given to the MPs 
showed that patients in the 
: Royal Liverpool Hospital were 

• j nine times more likely to have 
; an accident than patients in the 

- , South Manchester University 
. ; Teaching Hospital. 

When hospitals were asked 
1. to report on the action they had 
taken to cure the problem, the 
Carlisle Hospitals NHS "Rust 
. said, among other things, that 
' if had “amended cleaning pro- 
r cedures to prevent high level of 
. slips in corridors". Trafford 
Healthcare Trust said it was 
~ “pursuing access to advice on 
health and safety from a com- 
■ petent person". 

- ' , The accident-prone Rpyal 
■ -- Liverpool University Hospitals 
’■ - • said, among other action taken, 
that a “risk and claims manag- 
•" - er post [had been] established”. 

The MPS’ report said- “We 
consider it essential that hos- 
pitals should be made safer 


places to be treated in, to work 
in, and to visit." 

But they warned: “On the 
basis of an accident recording 
exercise in 30 trusts, the Na- 
tional Audit Office estimated 
that there were likely to have 
been .some 430,000 accidents 
during 1993 in NHS acute hos- 
pital trusts in En glan d. 

“Allowing for under-record- 
ing, there may have been in ex- 
cess of one million accidents. 
The costs of accidents were like- 
ly to have been at least £154 mil- 
lion a year." That money would 
have been better spent on pa- 
tient treatment, the MPS said. 

But the criticism did not 
end there. “Although the NHS 
Executive issued guidance on in- 
cident recording systems in 
1993," the report said, “17 of the 
30 trusts visited by the Nation- 
al Audit Office did not have 
systems which met the re- 
quirements of a good system. 

“The Health and Safety Ex- 
ecutive estimated that the 
health sector reports, on aver- 
age, only 37 per cent of the ac- 
cidents they are legally required 
to report” That low level of re- 
porting was condemned by the 
MPs as “highly unsatisfactory". 

It was also reported by the 
MPs that 15 per cent of all staff 
accidents recorded in surveyed 
hospitals involved lifting patients 
and equipment 

Perhaps in response to that 
the West Lancashire Healthcare 
Rust told the MPs: “Raining in 
manual han dling has now been 
incorporated into the induction 
course." 

• Health and Safety in NHS 
Acute Hospital Trusts in Engfand. 
Public Accounts Committee, 
second report Commons paper 
330, session 1997-98. Stationery 
Office; £8.80. 






Bond with me, baby: Scientific interest has focused on chemical triggers that cement human relationships 


Photograph: Michael Goldman 


Love is ... a sniff of the right type of body odour 


A biochemist believes 
he has cracked the 
chemistry of love. Jeremy 
Laumnce, Health Editor, 
asks if smell can trigger 
human longing. 

United States scientists believe 
they have uncovered a key 
mechanism in the attachment 
that mothers feel for their ba- 
bies. Research on rats and 
mice shows that the act of giv- 
ing birth releases chemicals in 


the brain tha t lay down a neur- 
al pathway - an electrical cir- 
cuit in the brain - which 
establishes the loving bond. 

The research, reported in 
New Scientist , suggests that for 
those mothers who reject their 
babies at birth, the absence of 
the loving bond could be reme- 
died with a carefully timed 
dose of drugs. But the finding 
has also reawakened interest 
in the chemical triggers that 
draw males and females to- 
gether. 

Dr George Dodd, a bio- 


chemist and perfumer and for- 
mer director of the Institute of 
Olfactory Research at the Uni- 
versity of Warwick, says that 
pheromones - odiferoiis chem- 
icals that represent a person’s 
unique sexual signature - can 
be used to select compatible 
partners. 

Dr Dodd, who runs a heal- 
ing centre in the west of Scot- 
land, claims to have bottles of 
human pheromones which be 
describes as the world's first sci- 
entifically tested love potion. 
“We judge people through the 


nose. If you want to appear as 
one of the warmer people at 
a party you can use these 
pheromones. It will enhance 
your chances," he told the 
Today programme on BBC 
Radio 4. 

It is through the baby's bond 
with its mother that the power 
of pheromones is established, 
according to Dr Dodd. “When 
we are attracted to someone we 
unconsciously register their 
pheromones. They trigger an- 
cient memories of being cud- 
dled in the first few minutes of 


life ” Dr Dodd believes that 
dating agencies would score 
higher success rates if they 
made use of pheromones. By 
asking applicants to rank their 
preferences for 12 different 
families of synthetic human 
pheromones, which can be 
sent by post on tear off strips, 
it would be possible to match 
compatible dates. 

“The sexually compatible 
enjoy each other’s body odour. 
There’s an odour conversation 
between them. That is what is 
meant by sexual chemistry." 
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Doctors’ run 
on GP funds 

feared 


National Health Service man- 
agers warned yesterday that 
there could be a run on health 
authority funds, damaging pa- 
tient care, following the Gov- 
ernment’s announcement this 
week of an end to GP fund- 
holding. 

Health authorities hold an 
estimated £200m of accrued 
savings on behalf of GP fund- 
holders, and fear that family 
doctors may seek to withdraw 
it suddenly now they know that 
fundholding is to end by April 
1999. 

Jalti Mee kings, chairman of 
the Healthcare Financial Man- 
agement Association, said: 
“This money belongs to the Gft 
and is held by health authori- 
ties who have used it for their 
own purposes but who are act- 
ing effectively as a savings bank. 

They have planned to pay it 
back but our worry is the doc- 
tors may all want It at once. It 
is like all tbe members of a 
building society going in and 
withdrawing their savings on the 
same day." 

There are 3,500 GP fund- 
holders, covering more than half 
the population, who are allo- 
cated budgets for drugs, nurs- 
ing staff and routine hospital 
care for their patients. They are 
allowed to keep any savings they 
make to invest in extending their 
surgeries or improving patient 
care in other ways. Up to four 
years’ savings can be accrued be- 
fore they must be spent. 

Under the Government’s 
plans for the NHS, set out in a 
White Paper published last 
Tuesday, GP fundholding is to 
be replaced from April 1999 by 
Primary Care Groups, local col- 
lectives of about 50 GPS wbo wall 
have control of almost the en- 
tire NHS budget for their areas. 

Ms Meekings said it was 
the association’s job to warn of 
any move which could finan- 
cially destabilise the NHS. 

— Jeremy Laurance 
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16/POLITICS 


Rebels fail to 
blunt Blair’s 
resolve 


Undaunted and 
undeterred by this 
week’s Commons revolt 
on lone parents’ benefit, 
Tony Blair is 
determined to press on 
with welfare reform. 
Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, finds some of his 
ministerial colleagues 
shaken by the prospect. 


The hard edge of Labour's wel- 
fare reforms is to continue 
with a cutback in industrial in- 
juries benefit, according Jo 
ministerial sources yesterday. 

The Prime Minister is as 
gung-ho for change as he ap- 
peared yesterday when he told 
Sun readers: "The easy way out 
on welfare is to keep the sta- 
tus quo. To keep the cycle of de- 
pendency which traps so many. 
I will not do that 1 want to build 
a modem Britain and a decent 
society. To do that, we need 
compassion, with a hard edge... 

“The hard edge means de- 
manding responsibility, know- 
ing when to say no to demands 
for more money, and knowing 
that without a stable economy 
with debt in control, compas- 
sion on its own will be useless.'* 

Many of Mr Blair's Labour 
colleagues are behind him in 
seeking ways of breaking ben- 
efits dependency, and they are 
prepared to make the “hard 
choices" to hack that up. 

But ministers and loyalist 
MPs alike have this week start- 
ed to doubt the Prime Minis- 
ter’s judgement - because the 
decision on lone parents ben- 
efit. if anything, could make the 
target group even more de- 
pendent on their benefit. 
Those who find work would go 
back to the new, lower bene- 
fit rate if they lost that job. 

They also strongly doubt the 


wisdom of punishing single 
parents with children under 
school age. 

But The Independent has 
been told that in spite of the 
trauma of Wednesday’s Com- 
mons vote - when the an- 
guish, grief and rage was 
palpable as MPs went loyally 
into the division lobby - Mr 
Blair remains unchastened. 

There is real concern that if 
the Prime Minister is relying on 
the advice and wisdom of Pe- 
ter Mandelson. jokingly re- 
ferred to as the Minister with 
all Portfolios, and some other 
members of his inner circle, he 
is getting out of touch. One min- 
ister said that if reform was 
blindly pursued, there was a 
danger that the revolt would be- 
come incremental, with more 
and more MPs defying the 
leadership. The risk, then, would 
be of Mr Blair going deeper and 
deeper into his Number 10 
bunker, and becoming even 
more reliant on unsound advice. 

As for the threat of party 
discipline, it was a common- 
place at Westminster on Thurs- 
day that Nick Brown, the 
Government Chief Whip, had 
no intention of cracking down 
on Wednesday night's rebels - 
simply because, having been 
brought up by a lone mother, 
his heart was not in it. 

The Independent under- 
stands that the most likely tar- 
get for the next cut is industrial 
injuries disablement benefit, 
for which 265,000 claimants 
currently get £ 718 tn 3 year. 

Some ministers believe that 
they could “sell’* that cut on the 
grounds that people injured and 
disabled at work get much 
more, at a maximum of around 
£101.10 per week, according to 
the Social Security Depart- 
ment yesterday, than people 
identically injured and disabled 
in accidents at home, who re- 
ceive £ 84. 10 a week, at most. 



Oxfam condemns 

arms sales broach 


Oxfam yesterday accused the 
Government of being in breach 
of its own guidelines on anns 
sales. Eleven arms export li- 
cences have been granted to In- 
donesia since 28 July, when 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, announced new regula- 
tions for arms sales overseas. 

“This flies in the face of the 
criteria,” an Oxfam spokesman 
said yesterday. “In practice, 
what is happening is not the 
same as Mr Cook is saying.” 

Osfam’s analysis suggested 
that since Labour took office in 
May. there have been 22 arms 
export licences issued for In- 
donesia - half of them since Mr 
Cook issued his new regulations. 

According to Margaret Beck- 
ett, President of the Board of 
Trade, just four applications 
have been rejected since the 
new regnJationswere introduced. 
But the Oxfam spokesman said 
that government figures pre- 
sented only half the picture, be- 
cause they related to military 
equipment Police equipment 
which could also be used for re- 
pression, was not included. 

Opening a campaign with 
advertisements in some news- 
papers today - showing a child 
with a gun. and the message 
“Dear Santa. Please don’t send 
me a sun this Christmas" - Ox- 


were still too weak. ‘ Jjt | . 

It urged the Governments 

during its six-month pread^l-| 

cy of the European; (W- T " 

from January, ’ 

ninety tough ETTAvide cotteof | - 
conduct on arms exp orts- to |j 
prevent arras going to Tepresrf 
sive regimes”. . | 

The spokesman, saw tne| ^ 

Chari ty Commission had rilled | ^ 

that charities were allowed taj ; 
become involved m political | 
rrimp ai gning . such as the tend- ? 
mines campaign, where the is- % 

sues involved were “pertinent” 5 

to their work. * 

“If we are to stop small ;£ 
arms falling into small hands, J 
then a vital part of the solution ^ 
is for both British and EU arms T 
sales to be regulated by a j 
fer tougher code of con^ciT . 
than the Government appears j 
committed to," Diana Mel- j 
rose, head of policy at 
said. ..' . . £ 

Oxfam bas discovered, 
cording to the latest anafysisjpf| 
export licences, that a ^worsy- 1 - . 
rag" number have been agreeday^. 
for countries where there 
strong risk of weaponry be rag | . 
used against civilians - indufl- g 
ing Turkey, Indonesia, Aiger^. I 
Colombia and Nigeria. . a' 

— AmhdayBevtesJ 


Commons souvenir that comes : 
with a government health warning 




Full plate: Tony Blair taking notes at the two-day European Union summit in Luxembourg yesterday as, at home, the 
dissension within his party’s ranks over benefit cuts shows no sign of abating Photograph: jerry Lampen/Reuters 


The Government has faced 
heavy flak for seeming to have 
softened its stance on the issue 
of tobacco sponsorship. But it 
should be grateful that critics 
failed to notice the smoke sig- 
nals closer to home. 

For as ministers thrash out 
whether tobacco sponsorship 
encourages people to smoke, 
the Government has come un- 
der fire for failing to ban sales 
of its own House of Commons 
branded cigarettes. The of- 
fending items came to light 
when Bob Russell. Liberal De- 
mocrat MP for Colchester, 
asked the chairman of the cater- 


ing committee in a written 
question whether he would 
“take steps to discourage sales” 
of the cigarettes. 

Dennis Tbmer, Labour MP 
for Wolverhampton SE, replied: 
“It would be very unusual if a 
chairman of the Catering Com- 
mittee sought to discourage the 
sale and consumption of items 
sold as gifts and souvenirs from 
the Refreshment Department 
outlets ... The view of the Com- 
mittee was that for as long as the 
smoking of tobacco products 
was legal, then it was acceptable 
for the.Department’ s outlets to 
sell cigarettes.” — Jojo Mayes 


jeome 




er> 











Treasury mandarin backs Robinson 
as Lilley steps up financial attack 


r>- :i, L-t* 



ALANIS MORISSETTE 
Jagged Little Pill, Live 


The Treasury's lop civil serv ant 
has insisted that the Paymaster 
General. Geoffrey Robinson, 
acted correctly in the handling 
of his financial affairs. 

The comments by Sir Terry 
Bums. Permanent Secretary, 
come in a letter to the shadow 
Chancellor, Peter Lilley. in a re- 
sponse to queries about Mr 
Robinson’s position. 

Controversy flared when it 
emerged that Mr Robinson was 
the discretionary beneficiary 
of an offshore trust established 
by a Belgian friend who has 
since died. 

Sir Terry’s letter refers first 
to Mr Robinson's personal 


holdings - worth at least £ 18 m. 
It says: “My discussions with the 
Paymaster General about his fi- 
nancial interests focused on his 
beneficial holdings and my ad- 
vice to him was that it would be 
appropriate to transfer them to 
a blind trust, which is what hap- 
pened. During the course of the 
discussion the Paymaster Gen- 
eral told me of the existence of 
a family trust. Since this vehicle 
already existed, and offered 
similar protection to that pro- 
vided bv a blind trusL there was 
□o reason to consider it further." 

Sir Terry's reference to “pro- 
tection” is an allusion to Mr 
Robinson’s relationship to the 
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Sir Terry Bums: Discussions 
with Paymaster General 
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Orion Trust set up by his Bel- 
gian friend. He insists that he 
bas no say over the handling of 
the trust - as is the case now 
with the blind trust containing 
bis personal holdings. 

Mr Robinson commented 
later: “Sir Terry Burns com- 
pletely vindicated me. I acted in 
accordance with the ministeri- 
al code and on the advice of the 
Treasury Permanent Secretary.” 

Mr Lilley claimed, however, 
that SirTeny’s letter indicated 
he had not known all the details 
of the affair. “Over the past few 


days, it has become dear that 
the Paymaster General has 
been economical with the truth 
in public statements about his 
personal financial arrange- 
ments,” he said. “It has now 
emerged that be even kept the 
Permanent Secretary to the 
Treasury in the dark about the 
nature of his offshore family 
trust in Guernsey.” 

The shadow Chancellor said 
be had asked Sir Terry in a let- 
ter last week how much Mr 
Robinson had told him. 

“Did Sir Tferry know that the' 
Orion Trust had been involved 
in complicated share transac- 
tions with Mr Robinson’s com- 
pany, Stenbell limited? 

“Did Sir Terry know that the 
Orion Trust now owns a signif- 
icant stake in Mr Robinson’s.-; 
former company, TransTec? •; 

“Sir 'ferry’s reply confirms 1 
that he was not made aware of " 
these important - and highly . 
relevant - matters.” 


at Lady f* 


Mr Lilley has written again' 


FREE MONTHLY CALLS 


to Sir Terry, asking if he would 

now revise his advice to the min- , 
ister “in the light of the facts that . J 1 ' j 
have now come 10 light”. ' 
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Itfis a mad, mad world, my masters: John Quayle as Adam Overdo, a censorious JP on the prowl for iniquity in the guise of a lunatic 


Photograph: Bill Cooper/EPO 


Welcome, people, one and all, to Bartholomew Fair 


Robinson 

attack 


TTie RSC’s new, carnival-style 
staging of Ben Jenson’s rarely seen 
comedy finally frees the text from 
the fettering footnotes of its 
classic status. Even Puritans, 
says Paul Taylor, will enjoy the fun 
of this ‘Fair*. 


Laurence ' Boswell’s production of 
Bartholomew Fair is the most brilliantly en- 
tertaining breach of the peace the RSC has 
served up in a longtime. Ben Jenson's mighty 
Jacobean comedy -in which self-deceived, 
two-faced Puritans go on a research trip into 
the great, avid, reeking maw of the Bah - and 
get hadlv mangled - has a reputation for be- 
ing the hind of show that, pullulatrngly pop- 
ulous and full of specificities and argot now 


past their sell-by date, triggers winnies of 
learned laughter in the senior common room 
but leaves the general theatre-going public 
unable to find their feet amidst the footnotes. 

Productions, Jew on the ground, tend to 
disappoint Richard Eyre’s Victorian vision 
of the piece at the National in the 'late 19S0s 
painstakingly and intelligently fingered 
Jonsoh as the pungent precursor of 
Dickens. But. perhaps because of its 
tripling of historical perspectives; that 
staging had too tethered a feeL Boswell’s, 
set in a Netting Hill Carnival-like atmos- 
phere, goes into orbit. Move over Martin 
Amis, it's Jonson who is our contemporary. 

The admirable rule (pioneered at the 
Royal Court) that you should do modem 
plays as if they were classics, and classic plays 
as if they were hot off the press, is put into 
practice here with dating chutzpah, malign 


energy and (by and large) inspired loyalty 
to the original. Boswell’s Bartholomew Fair 
would give a buzz and many a thought-pro- 
voking belly-laugh to the young audiences 
now packing out the same director s pro- 
duction of Ben Elton's itopcom: it is, there- 
fore, in sharp contrast to this week’s other 
Stratford opening of a classic. 

Gregory Doran’s Merchant of Venice, 
starring Philip Voss as Shvlock, is for the 
middle-aged ai heart There are some nice 
touches: an Antonio so aseetically thin that 
Voss's hammily tragic, knife-wielding Shy- 
lock is hard put to scrunch up enough with- 
ered flesh to cut: Shylock’s humiliation 
signalled by the fact that, attempting to rise 
to his feet to leave the court, he keeps falling 
back to his knees on the slippery carpet of 
gold coins contemptuously flung down for 
him earlier. But, set in a Venice of deter- 


minedly brooding mists, oppressive black 
walls and spitting Christian racists - and 
with a Portia (from Helen Schlesinger) who 
doesn't convince you that Belmont would 
be much of a picnic either - this is a stag- 
ing that, for long stretches, comes across 
as just (he latest thing to tali off the RSC’s 
main-stage Shakespeare machine. 

Bartholomew Fair is in a different league 
altogether. Louche, sleazy, at once arous- 
ing and intimidating. this kind of fair appeals 
to that part in everyone that would tike to 
be defiled. Boswell evokes this setting, a kind 
of red-tight district of the souL with great 
wit and economy. For example, a curtain 
made up of long strings of tight bulbs that 
sashays back and forth over the stage can 
also swing on its axis - a knack that comes 
in handy when the production wants to show 
us. filmicaUy, the dizzy, strobing way the 


world looks from made the skull of an in- 
nocent who is going out of his skull on the 
party atmosphere created, as a diversion, by 
pickpockets. Hilarity shades into the sinis- 
ter and back into hilarity. Imagine the young 
Alec Guinness trying to do a funky Marvin 
Gaye impression and you’ll get some idea 
of the blissfully funny incongruity of the se- 
quence where, to a live reggae number, Tom 
Goodman- Hfll's terminally guileless young 
heir ( literature's first recorded shopaholic) 
tries to dance up a storm like the cool Ja- 
maican dude he so egregiously isn’t 
Dream casting brings Jonson’s vast can- 
vas of eccentrics and hypocrites to life with 
rollicking recognisabflity. from Rob Edwards' 
splendid Quarlous. a superior-acting drop- 
out on the make who is like a fruwstily hang- 
over refugee from Wtihnail and /, to David 
Henry’s spherically well-fed ZeaJ-of-the-land 


Busy, the kind of born-again “visionary” who 
these days would be raking it in on a Chris- 
tian cable channel. This charlatan decides 
it is quite all right for a Puritan to eat Bar- 
tholomew-pig provided one consumes it with 
a “reformed mouth”, a sophistry tantamount 
to saying that sodomy is fine for Christian 
fundamentalists provided it is engaged in 
with a “reformed anus". John Quayle 's 
Adam Overdo, the censorious Justice of the 
Reace who monitors the iniquities in the guise 
of a madman, is first seen emerging from 
hiding in a skip. Best place for this idiot in 
a play full of potential but disqualified moral 
arbiters. Roll up. roll up. for the delectably 
dubious fim of this Fair. 

‘Bartholomew Fair’ at the Swan, 'Merchant of 
I inice 'at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, Stnu- 
ford-upon-Avon (booking: 01789 295623) 



Hark at Lady Muck - giving Cleopatra the northern touch 


THE WEEK ON 
RADIO 

ROBERT JHAt^CS 

v Nortbenmess is a many-spleu- 
doured thing, and exactly what 
h means depends on how far 
south you’re starting. The com- 
poser Piers Heflawefl, who is pre- 
sen ting a new World Service 
. series on northern music called 
■Northern Lights , starts reckoning 
Jrom the Outer Hebrides, where 


he lives and works (though, 
judging by bis accent, he’s a pon- 
cy southerner). So, for him, the 
chief feature of the northern con- 
dition is a purer relationship with 
nature: solitude, stark skies, un- 
bounded elements, silence - 
these strip away the barriers we 
place between ourselves and 
the encircling world. 

The tone for the first pro- 
gramme, broadcast on Saturday, 
was set by the framing music the 
Finnish composer Einojuhani 


Rautavaara’s Camus Arcticus. a 
piece which, for once, deserv es 
the epithet “haunting”. The most 
striking feature of the work is the 
way it uses taped birdsong in 
place of a choir - mournful 
whoops, like a curlew, provided 
the foundation for bleak, open 
chords on strings. Rauiavaara 
confirmed the notion, implicit in 
the music, that northernness is 
a philosophical condition: lis- 
tening to the music of his Finnish 
colleagues, he imagines a Finnish 


farmer sirring outside his sauna 
by a lake, thinking deep thoughts, 
and saying two or three wools he 
would never normally utter. 

This was touching. But it 
was hard not to feel that other. 
Jess poetkailv attractive aspects 
of non hern ness were being 
glossed over. (For instance. 1 
couldn't help noticing that 
Ramavaara’s first name, pro- 
nounced something like ”1 know 
you honey", sounds just like a 
tine from an Abba record.) 


.And the issue was confused 
when Peter Maxwell Davies, 
speaking from his Orcadian fast- 
ness. started to talk about the 
qualities of northern England - 
“In the North lhey’ll tell you if 
they think you’re a fool.” There 
arc qualities which the north of 
England and the Nordic world 
would hath lay claim to (in- 
cluding hardihood, hlumncss of 
speech and ihe ability to hold 
large quantities c>f liquor): but 
they are vciy different things. 


The difference was illustrat- 
ed by Northern Broadsides’ pro- 
duction oL4 worry and Cleopatra 
(Radio 3, Sunday). This was per- 
formed in what Barrie Rutter 
terms “the Northern voice". For 
awhile, 1 toyed with the idea that 
the Romans were stiff-necked 
Yorkshire men, the Egyptians 
wily Lancastrians, bur in fact both 
sides were a mixed bunch. In a 
northern voice, the exotic inti- 
macy of Geopatra’s court be- 
came a bit of a natter at the 


hairdresser’s, while dialogue be- 
tween rulers and servants 
seemed to acquire a bizarrely ag- 
gressive edge. Geopatra's hand- 
maiden Giarmian, as played by 
Julie Ltvesey, had echoes of 
Caroline Aheme’s check-out girl 
in The Fast Show (“Ooh, ribbed 
condoms - very considerate"): 
“ Give me to drink mandragor a," 
Cleopatra tells Chairman. “Why, 
madam?” she demands, with 
obvious disapproval (“Hark at 
Lady Muck"). 


Bear in mind I write as a 
genetically pure Yorkshircman. 
The intonations of the urban 
north of England arc adapted 
to convey deflation, irony, chal- 
lenge. And this nortbemness 
didn’t diminish the production. 
It wasn't the most moving 
Antony and Cleopatra, but it 
consta fitly opened new ways of 
reading relationships, fresh 
way's of hearing lines. How 
many productions of Shake- 
speare do that? 
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18/SATURDAY STORY 


The modern Huckleberry Finns: young runaways are 
fleeing school, parents and boredom. Not all come back 


We should not be loo surprised when kids 
do a bunk, and head for the bright lights. 
After all, children's literature is full of such 
adventure, tales of those setting off hero- 
ically with their spotted handkerchiefs on 
the end of a stick. Think of Tom Sawyer 
and Huckleberry Finn biding out on 
Jackson's Island to escape Injun Joe and 
the nagging of Aunt Folly. Oliver Twist ran 
away to escape life as an undertaker's ap- 
prenticeship and nights spent sleeping in 
a coffin. 

More recently. Terence Blacker’s 
Nineties novel, Homebird. tells the tale of 
a 13-year-old who, underachieving at 
boarding school, escapes only to find his 
parents' marriage in trouble. So he runs 
and runs. Tony Blair himself has revealed 
that he ran away from boarding school at 
1 3, ending up at Newcastle airport, where 
only the lack of international flights 
dashed his hopes of stowing away to 
Bermuda. 


BY JACK 
O'SULLIVAN 


So teenagers are not short of adven- 
turous example. Yet even these stories of- 
fer cautionary bints of the potential 
horrors facing runaways. Huck Finn and 
Tom return home to find their funeral in 
progress. Oliver ends up friends with the 
Artful Dodger and in the clutches o 
Fagin. 

The teenagers in Melvin Burgess’s con- 
troversial. award-winning novel. Junk . 
exist in a dark world of heroin addiction. 
Terence Biackers runaway finds bleak 
refuge in a squat. He says that he made 
his main character middle class precise- 
ly to show that even better off children can 
wash up on the street 

If anybody doubted him. Blackers 
proposition got plenty of high-profile 
support from reality this week/The papers 
were thick with stories of middle-class chil- 
dren disappearing. 

In retrospect, the most high-profile of 
these now looks almost banal as the 12- 
year-old in question was Found the next 
day, unharmed. But in another case, a 17- 
year-old boy slept rough for weeks on the 
streets of London. 

Consider the case of Anne Atkins, the 
Daily Telegraph's very Christian agony aunt, 
who discovered on Sunday morning that 
her L2-year-oId daughter. Bink (Adelaide), 
had gone missing in London, having left 
a note on the kitchen table: *T11 be back 
soon, so don’t worry about me." 

Nearly 36 hours later, following a 
huge police search using helicopters, 
Bink was found. She had spent a rainy 
night in the local cemetery and eaten noth- 
ing more than a McDonald's large num- 
ber-three meal and a cake, bought with a 
fiver given by a concerned passer by. Upon 
her return, Bink explained: “T didn't not 
want to be at home - 1 just wanted to go 
away for a few days. I had an overwhelming 
feeling of sadness, noL about anything in 
particular, just generaL It made me feel 
that I wanted to hide from people so they 
wouldn't find me." 

The story of! 7-year-old Alex Davies is 
more taxing. Last week, his face stared out 
of the missing person's column of the Big 
Issue , the magazine sold by homeless peo- 
ple. Alex had not been seen for nearly a 
month and his parents. Gordon Davies, 
a management consultant, and his wife 
Catherine, an insurance manager, were 
desperate. 

They had travelled from their Somer- 
set home several times to scour the 
streets of London unsuccessfully. Last Sun- 
day they were searching again, in Leices- 



ter Square. “I saw someone in front of us,” 
recalled Mrs Davies. “He did not look like 
Alex but be was wearing a Tottenham 
scarf and I decided to run after him just 
in case. 

“He was walking very quickly and it be- 
came like one of those dreams where I was 
running and running and did not seem to 


be getting anywhere. When I eventually 
caught up with him, l looked into this 
bearded face that was not Alex’ s, but then 
I recognised his eyes, he just said ‘Mum’ 
and we collapsed into each other's arms 
in tears.” 

Each of the stories reveals a truth about 
runaways - that they are usually fleeing 


from something rather seeking some 
splendid dream. 

Latterday Huckleberry Finns are ex- 
ceptional. "The majority of younger peo- 
ple who run away are girls." said Sophie 
Woodforde of the National Missing Per- 
son's Helpline. “They want to be with some 
older bloke, whom their parents want them 


to stop seeing. We get a lot of people like 
Aiex Davies running away because they 
are worried about school. This is a par- 
ticular problem with GCSEs because of 
the constant pressure of course work be- 
ing assessed whereas with O-levels the 
pressure came at the end of the year with 
the exam. “A lot of youngsters are trying 


O find their identity, trying .tote" 
indent but have parents «*o are sldl. 
tearing them as a child- BuU ^ f 1 
chool is another reason. Young people 

nay leave because of. 

jreak-up of a marriage or abuse- Tbetrou 


lems. . t i 

That said, Ms Woodforde acknowl- 
edges that there are a few adventurers tett,- 

in the children's adventure story sense. A 

few children still run away with the “reus, 
she said, recalling one case where the only 
photograph they had of one teenager was 

of him dressed up as a down. 

Some stories retain, even in their un- 
folding, the promised romance of running 
away. 

Thus, this weekend, the 17 -year-old 
lovers, Olga Cardew and Alistair Tanner, 
from Biyanston School in Dorset, are be- 
ing brought back home after escaping to 
Paris for a teenage tryst They are more 
in the style of Peter Kerry, the schoolboy 
who ran away to Malaysia using his father’s 
passport and credit card after a row with 
his family- 

That is one kind of runaway story. 
Robert Swindells wrote a very different 
one in Stone Cold , his 1993 novel for 

teenagers. It describes a group of runaways 

to London, who are preyed on by an for- 
mer sergeant major nick nam ed Shelter. 
His mission is to clean up the streets and 
he dresses himself up as a do-gooder in 
corduroys and sandals. Offering a bed for 
the night, he brings his victims back to his 
flat kills them, cuts their hair, dresses them 
in polished shoes and buries them in a line 
under the floorboards, tallest to the right 
shortest to the left. He calls them his Cam- 
den horizontals. 

Melvin Burgess, who did considerable 
research on the streets before publishing 
Junk , says that the image of the bogeyman 
waiting to entice a runaway into drugs and 
prostitution is exaggerated. “It is." he says, 
“the really vulnerable kids from shit 
backgrounds who already have loads of 
problems who get picked up." 

Sophie Woodforde agree. “There are 
real dangers but there is a community on 
the streets which is also on the lookout 
for young runaways, to protect them and 
make sure they are not preyed upon," she 
said. 

The official figures reveal that the vast 
majority of the 100,000 people under 18 
reported missing every year return home 
within days. Nevertheless, in London 
alone, more than 100 teenage runaways go 
untraced each year. 

Their families must cling on to the 
straws offered by another edition of the 
Big Issue, when the missing person's col- 
umn showed a 15-year-old girl , her face 
still childish, with shiny blonde hair, trust- 
ing eyes and a smile for the camera. Yet 
the accompanying article described her as 
32 years of age and 5ft 7 in talL She had 
been missing since 1978, when she ran 
away from her home in Deptford, south 
London. The published picture was the last 
one taken before she left. 

At that point most people must have 
given her up for dead. Yet soon after that 
article, she was found. It emerged that to- 
day she is married with children and liv- 
ing in another part of the country. 

.She had run away after her sister had 
died in an accident for which she blamed 
herself. Seventeen years later she came 
back and made peace with her family and 
herself. 


•The National Missing Persons Helpline 
is funded solely by charitable donation. Its 
freephone number is 0500 700 70 0. Mes- 
sage Home is a confidential freephone 
number for anyone missing who wishes to 
say they are alive and safe: 0500 700 740. 



Are these the 
eyes of happy 
mavericks or 
hard-nosed 
businessmen? 


ft sounded like the ultimate Chris Evans 
jape when he announced it on his break- 
fast show on Virgin Radio: he wanted to 
buy the station to make sure he kept his 
job. 

It was typically Chris to ask listeners 
to each send in some cash to help him buy 
it. "We have to buy the radio station by 
19 November, otherwise we're out on our 
car," he said "We need to get this sorted 
out - this is not a joke. If you can lend us 
£50m quid between you, we need it" 

Everyone had a good laugh about it and 
spokesmen dismissed it as a stunt. Less 
than a month later, Evans (above, left) an- 
nounced that be had snaffled the station 
from under Capital Radio's nose, taking 
a majority share worth £S3m. He had got 
backing from Apax Partners and has just 


signed a deal worth £25 m for three years 
with Channel Four which means the new 
Ginger Media Group could become a re- 
ality. Quite a few people stopped laugh- 
ing. Richard Branson (above right), who 
retained 45 per cent of Virgin Radio, said 
he had accepted Evans’s bid because it ap- 
pealed to the “maverick” in him. 

The men have a lot in common: both 
cultivated that image, the outsider who 
hasn’t lost touch with ordinary people, lives 
life to the fulLand make their own lives 
their unique selling point. 

Every time a straw poll is taken for a 
putative president of a British republic. 
Lord Mayor of London or whatever. 
Branson is always up there. People like 
his beard, his jumpers, his attempts to sail 
a balloon around the world including this 


week’s debacle when 
the balloon sailed off 
without him (Bran- 
son and the Virgin 
logo were once again 
emblazoned all over 

the front pages). We 

like Branson because 

he says he wants to run the National Lot- 
tery on a not-for-profit basis or that hell 
help come up with a solution for sport and 
tobacco sponsorship. 

Without Branson, Virgin could not ex- 
ist as it does: Branson is a walking, talk- 
ing billboard - for himself. Yet at the same 
time the friendly exterior conceals an as- 
tute business man who is Said to be “de- 
manding" to work for. 

Ordinary people like to think less 



BY GLENDA 
COOPER 


about the con- 
sumer's champion 
receiving bad marks 
from his passengers 
on Virgin trains 
where lateness and 

— cramped conditions 

arc all too frequent, 
or being accused of sexual harassment by 
a former American employee or when he 
failed to win the lottery bid. 

The feet that he’s the last man in the 
world you'd ask to gel your balloon off the 
ground has so far done him no permanent 
damage. 

Evans, for his part, has the image of 
radical funster and lager lad. But nobody 
could doubt that he is exceptionally dri- 
ven and ambitious. Always an alert and 


bright child, he speaks of his father’s death 
when he was just 13 as “the shotgun which 
started the race". 

His obsessive nature started to drive 
him towards one particular ambition - to 
be a Radio 1 DJ. He planned things care- 
fully from the time he haunted Timmy 
Mallett who gave him his first job in Pic- 
cadilly Radio. His first job in London was 
for Radio Radio also then owned by 
Richard Branson back in 1988. He was 
poached by GLR but his big break came 
on the Big Breakfast earlier in the decade 
The success of his show Don’t Forget Your 
Toothbrush and then TFI Friday meant 
he was continually called the broadcast- 
ing talent of the decade. 

If Capital Radio lost out on Virgin be 
cause they didn’t take Evans seriously, they 


have only themselves to blam 
W Ginger Productions is 

JJOm. He sells his own and oft 
programmes to Channel 4 at 
dio. 

Now the newly formed Gi; 

Group is planning a program 
permodels on Channel 4. a se 
as well as various quiz show k 

insiders say that Ginger’s abi 

age talented creative people 
more are likely 0^ to H th , 

.f, ma J. have spent most 
with showhizzy blondes in the 
this week’s No 10 bash he- 
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innate media mogul. At the 

Evans the sky’s the limit. 
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Professor 
^Eric Laithwaite 


'■V ;i k Eric Roberts Laithwaite, 
b..)T“ engineer: bom Atherton, 

1 i.;;//. Lancashire MJune 1921; 
Assistant Lecturer, 

: Manchester University 1950- 
| J 53, Lecturer I9S3-58, Senior 
' ' Lecturer 1958-64; Professor of 
Heavy Electrical Engineering, 
Imperial College of Srience 
.and Technology 1964-86 
-'.t'.f(EfneritU8); Professor of the 
J.Vf * Royal Institution 1967-76; 

' married 1951 Sheila Goodie 
V.* (two sons, two daughters); 

L i died Falmer, East Sussex 27 
November 1997. 


- . Eric Laithwaite shared his pn- 
tbusiasm for engineering at 
every opportunity. He is re- 
membered with affection by 
*r students be inspired at Man- 
/- chaster University, where he was 
Lecturer, then Senior Lecturer, 
from 1953 to 2964, and at Im- 
i\. peri a] College, London, where 
be was Professor of Heavy Bec- 
i: ; trical Engineering until his re- 
tirement in 1986. He enthused 
• other audiences too, both pro- 
-^ssional colleagues and the 
general public, but he liked 
most an audience of young 
people whom he might inspire 
to pursue engineering careers. 

The Royal Institution's 
Christmas Lectures for Young 
People were begun in 1826 by 
Michael Faraday - one of Laith- 
. waite's heroes - and Laith- 
waite gave the lectures in 1966. 
That year the BBC televised the 
series in full, and they have been 
televised each Christmas since. 
The 1966 lectures also appeared 
as a book. The Engineer in Won- 
derland. The title reflected the 
author’s deep-seated belief that 
engineering was central to mod- 
ttrn life: scientists can explain 
■Jfhings, but almost every man- 
1 made object is the work of an 
engineer (and he would some- 
times add that accountants and 
lawyers contribute nothing). 

The chap ter headings were all 
taken from Alice. Laithwaite 
was no philistine, but widely 
read: he delighted in linking en- 
gineering and literature. Alice 


saw the White Rabbit take a 
watch out of its waistcoat pock- 
et: “It flashed across her mind 
that she had never before seen 
a rabbit with either a waistcoat 
. pocket or a watch io take out of 
it." If Alice had not noriced she 
would never have had any ad- 
ventures: the engineer who no- 
tices t h i ng s enters a Wfonderland. 

With that introduction, and 
a host of demonstrations where 
things could be noticed, Laith- 
waite began to explain the 
working of electric motors and 
generators to his young audi- 
ence. He held the honorary ti- 
tle of Professor of Applied 
Electricity at the Royal Insti- 
tution, and gave several Friday 
Evening Discourses. One was 
on butterflies - a hobby, but a 
subject on which he was a 
considerable expert. 

Eric Laithwaite was born in 
1921 in Atherton, Lancashire, 
the son of a farmer. He happi- 
ly retained his Lancastrian ac- 
cent. He was educated at 
Kirkham Grammar School and 
the Regent Street Polytechnic, 
London. In 1941 he joined the 
Royal Air Force, and from 1943 
was at the Royal Aircraft 
Establishment. Farn bo rough, 
where he worked on automat- 
ic pilots. It was probably at that 
time that be first developed the 
fascination with gyroscopes 
which remained for the rest of 
his life. He made several lifelong 
friends at the RAE, including 
the electrical engineer turned 
clergyman who conducted 
his funeral service, speaking 
warmly of his old friend. 

In 1946 he went to read Elec- 
trical Engineering at Man- 
chester University, graduating 
BSc in 1949 and MSc in 1950. 
when be joined the staff as an 
Assistant Lecturer. He worked 
at first under Professor F.C. 
Williams on the Ferranti Mk I 
computer, but his real interest 
was in power engineering. 

His major achievements were 
with linear induction machines 
- linear motors. (Linear motors 
are machines with a moving part 


Richard Vernon 



Richard Evelyn Vernon, actor: 
bom Reading, Berkshire 7 
March 1925; married 1955 
Benedicts! Hoskyns (one son, 
one daughter; marriage 
dissolved 1989); died London 
4 December 1997. 


In an acting career spanning 
over 40 years, Richard Vernon 
brought character and distinc- 
tion, plus a roguish wit and droll 
humour, to the aristocrats, min- 
istry officials and military men 
for which his tall, distinguished 
bearing made him particularly 
well suited. He will be fondly re- 
membered for such roles as the 
disapproving bowler-hatted city 
gent to whom John Lennon says 
“Give us a kiss" in A Hard Day's 
Nighi, the eccentric white-haired 
Slart/bartfast of The Hitch- 
Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy, or 
wore recently Joanna Lumley's 
father in Class Act. 

Born in Reading in 1925, he 
was educated at Leighton Park 
and Reacting School His fam- 
ily had a seagoing background, 
and Vernon’s love of sailing 
equalled his passion for acting. 


which travels in a line, rather than 
revoking on an ask) He did not 
invent linear motors, but he 
made them practical and he be- 
lieved they would provide the 
ideal propulsion unit for trains. 
In his most advanced designs 
Lhe linear motor would propel 
the train, carry its weight and 
steer it without needing wheels. 
In fact the train would move 
along a “magnetic river". 

In the 1960s a test track was 
built at Earith, in Cambridge- 
shire, largely government- 
funded, to test a vehicle which 
combined hovercraft principles 
with a linear motor drive. It was 
a bad time for railways in Britain, 
just after the Beeching cuts and 
with the political climate favour- 
ing roads. The project was 
cancelled and Laithwaite was 
bitterly disappointed. 

In 1967, however, there was 
a new opening. The Motor In- 
dustry Research Association re- 
quired a new crash testing facility 
in which a vehicle could be ac- 
celerated quickly to a precise 
speed. After 25 years' service the 
linear motor Laithwaite designed 
has recently been “retirecT and, 
much to Lailhwaite's delight, giv- 
en to the Srience Museum. By 
a strange coincidence it arrived 
at the museum store on the day 
of its designer's funeral 

Engineering history was an- 
other interest. When first at Im- 
perial College he would show 
his students the variety of ear- 
ly electrical machines in the Sri- 
ence Museum “so my students 
never get the idea there is only 
one way to make a machine". 
As well as publishing numerous 
scholarly papers on linear mo- 
tors he wrote a book on their 
history (A History of Linear 
Electric Motors, 1987). When the 
linear motor made by Charles 
Wheatstone in 1840 was dis- 
covered, Laithwaite enjoyed 
helping the present writer try it 
out in the college laboratory, 
and shared in the condnsion 
that Wheatstone had had the 
right ideas, but could never 
have obtained sufficient electric 


At 18, he enlisted in the Royal 
Navy Volunteer Reserve and 
served during the final months 
of the Second tttorid War. Sta- 
tioned in Kowloon at the war’s 
end, be produced, directed and 
starred in a production of 
Shaw’s Heartbreak House for the 
Combined Services Club, caus- 
ing his commanding officer to 
comment at the end of his ser- 
vice, “Vernon is an excellent 
dinghy helmsman and amateur 
acton in his spare time he per- 
forms his duties satisfactorily. " 

After training at the Central 
School of Speech and Drama. 
Vernon made his London stage 
debut in 1950 in the play Strat- 
ton , and three years later had 
great success as Mr Darling 
(one of his favourite roles) in Pe- 
LerPan at the Scala. Other West 
End successes included Any 



current to run his machine. 

Another historical interest 
was the engineer Nikola Tesla, 
another independent-minded 
engineer who made great tech- 
nical advances in conventional, 
rotating, electric motors, and 
who fell foul of the “establish- 
ment" for some of his un- 
orthodox ideas. 

In 1986 Laithwaite was de- 
lighted to receive the Tesla 
Award of the (American) Insti- 
tute of Electrical and Electron- 
ics Engineers “for contributions 
to the development and un- 
derstanding of electric ma- 
chines and especially of the 
linear induction motor". 

In his later years at Imperi- 
al College Laithwaite pursued 


his interest in gyroscopes; he felt 
their behaviour had never been 
adequately explained and they 
had properties which might be 
exploited in space travel. He 
sought to demonstrate his ideas 
hnd raise some of his questions 
in a Friday Evening Discourse 
at the Royal Institution. The at- 
tempt brought him much criti- 
cism and some personal hurt 
when colleagues dissociated 
themselves from him. But he 
persisted and, as a colleague ob- 
served recently, some of his 
questions remain unanswered. 

On Lailhwaite’s retiring 
from Imperial College Profes- 
sor B.V. Jayawant offered him 
laboratory facilities at the 
School of Engineering at Sus- 


Other Business ( 1 959. as Charles 
Parkin MP), and an effectively 
droll comic performance as 
Richard Greaiham in the 1968 
revival of Coward's Hay freer. 

His screen career gained 
momentum in the Sixties with 
roles in such films as I Wage of 
the Damned (1960). the Edgar 
Wallace thriller Clue of the 
Twisted Candle ( I960), Losev's 
The Senanr ( 1 963 1 and in 1 9M 
three major films. Asquith's 
The Yellow Rolls Rityce and the 
superior Bond movie GoUifin- 
ger (as a ministry official), not 
to mention his memorable 
cameo in the Beatles film. 

On radio his many roles in- 
cluded Lord Em s'* on h in sev- 
eral P.G. W6dehou.se serials, bin 
it was on television that Vernon 
found greatest fame. In 1^65 lie 
starred in the comedv -thriller 


series The Man in Room 17, in 
which he and Michael Aldridge 
were two spy seekers who 
tracked their quarry from (he 
seclusion of Room 17 by means 
of i heir superior intellects. Sub- 
sequently Vernon was featured 
in such great successes as Up- 
stairs Downstairs (1971-75). Ed- 
ward the Sev enth ( 1975). The 
Duchess of Duke Stri ct (1976- 
77 ). and. with waist-length hair 
and strikingly garbed in flowing 
robes, the eccentric Slariiban- 
fasl in the science- fiction satire 
The Hitch-Hiker's Guide ip the 
Galaxy ( 1^81 ). 

In 1955. while acting in Can- 
terbury. he married an actress 
in the company. Benedicta 
Leigh. b> whom he had two chil- 
dren. a boy and a girl. In the 
mid-Seventies he toured with 
Phvllis Calvert in The Reluctant 


Debutante and later roles in- 
cluded the films The Pink Pan- 
ther Strikes .4gain (1976) and 
Gandhi ( 1982), the play /tack o/ 
Lies (19S3) and on television 
John Mortimer's epic series 
chronicling English life since 
the Forties, Paradise Postponed 
(1986), and such series as 
Casualty and Lovejoy. 

Vernon continued acting un- 
til the onset of Parkinson’s two 
years ago. In 1986, while ap- 
pearing with David Jason in the 
West End revival of the farce Dry 
Rot , Vernon was featured on This 
Is Your Life in which the actress 
Wendy Craig, who starred with 
him in the television series Nan- 
ny ( 1981 ), testified lo his genial 
nature and commented, “He had 
the wickedest twinkle of any 
actor I've ever worked with." 

- Tom Valtance 


Epic Soundtracks 


Engineer in Wonderland: Laithwaite on a linear-motor trolley Photograph: Hutton Getty 


sex University, an easy train ride 
from his home in Bognor Reg- 
is. There Laithwaite enjoyed his 
last 10 years, continuing his re- 
search with gyroscopes and 
with linear motors. Only a few 
weeks ago they obtained a con- 
tract from Nasa for research 
into the feasibility of using lin- 
ear motors to launch shuttles 
and satellites into low orbit As 
Laithwaite remarked, “It came 
10 years too late", but Nasa's in- 
terest gave him great pleasure, 
and his colleagues at Sussex will 
continue the work. 

Laithwaite worked to the 
end, and died without re- 
gaining consciousness after 
collapsing in the laboratory. 

- Brian Bowers 


Kevin Paul Godfrey (Epic 
Soundtracks), singer, 
songwriter, drummer, pianist: 
bom Croydon, Surrey 23 
March 1959; died London 6 
November 1997. 


In the mid-Seventies, many a 
punk rocker used a pseudonym 
to keep signing on the dole while 
making music. The Damned 
featured Rat Scabies and Cap- 
tain Sensible, the Sex Pistols 
were fronted by one Johnny 
Rotten and the Clash had Joe 
$ n umm er at the helm. Epic 
Soundtracks, who was found 
dead in his flat last month, bad 
been a founder member of Swell 
Maps, the original DIY indie 
kids who emerged in late 1977. 

Part of the second wave of 
British punk, the band built a 
loyal following and became 
regulars on the John Peel show. 
In the Eighties, their endearing, 
ramshackle, brittle style great- 
ly influenced American acts 
like Sonic Youth, REM, Di- 
nosaur Jr, the Lemonheads, 
Nirvana and Pavement. Later, 
as a member of the cult bands 
the Jacobites, Crime & The Q'ty 
Solution and These Immortal 
Souls as well as in his moody 
solo recordings. Epic Sound- 
tracks kept the flame of inde- 
pendent music flickering 
throughout Europe. 

Bom Kevin Godfrey, Epic 
Soundtracks concocted his 
pseudonym by mixing Epic 
Records and Soundtracks, his 
favourite album by the avant- 
garde German group Can. With 
his elder brother Nicholas, who 
took up the alias Nikki Sudden, 
he would while away the after- 
noons in Solihull making music. 
Nikki played guitar and sang 
whfle Epic “drummed on any- 
thing that would make a noise, 
cardboard boxes, telephone 
books. We started out in 1972 
but Epic only got a snare drum 
the following year. Gradually be 
built up his drum-kit but he also 



Soundtracks; spiky 

played piano very well,” re- 
calls Sudden. The duo tried out 
different names but settled on 
Swell Maps. 

Various school and art col- 
lege friends drifted in and out 
but the bassist Jowe Head was 
the only other musician joining 
the brothers for their first gig at 
Birmingham’s Barbarellas on 
Boxing Day 1977. Taking ad- 
vantage of Rough Trade's 
emerging alternative distribu- 
tion set-up. the hand released 
their d£but single, the infectious 
"Read About Seymour”, on 
their own Rather label and, in 
1978, found their spiky, ener- 
getic sound at the top of the in- 
die charts. Quirky follow-ups 


such as “Dresden Style". “Real 
Shocks'’ and “Let’s Build a 
Car” enhanced their reputation 
but, imiike the Undertones and 
the Buzzcocks, Swell Maps nev- 
er capitalised on their pop sen- 
sibility. They were musical 
magpies, one minute emulating 
T-Rex’s heady melodies, the 
next drifting into strange im- 
provisations worthy of the 
Krautrock giants Faust or Can. 

They only completed two al- 
bums, A Trip to Marineville 
(1979) and Jane From Occupied 
Europe (1980). Their bedroom 
recordings, archives and John 
Feel sessions were however 
documented on compilations 
entitled Whatever Happens Next, 
Collision Time and Thom Out Of 
It (re re leased in 1991) and at- 
tracted something of a cult 
following in Europe. More un- 
expectedly, along with British 
outfits like the Raincoats and 
Gang of Four, they became 
favourites on the emerging US 
college radio scene of the 
early Eighties. 

Swell Maps split up in 19S0 
after an Italian tour. Nikki Sud- 
den carried on with the Jaco- 
bites, in the vein of the Bices, 
the Rolling Stones and Bob Dy- 
lan. Epic Soundtracks was a reg- 
ular member but also played with 
Red Krayola, Mayo Thomp- 
son's experimental outfit, and re- 
leased two solo singles, “Jelly 
Babies” and "Rain Rain Rain”. 

In 1984, he joined the former 
Birthday Party guitarist Row- 
land S. Howard and his broth- 
er Hairy who had reactivated 
the radical Crime & The Gty So- 
lution. He played on Just South 
of Heaven (1985) and Room of 
Lights (1986) and appeared in 
Wim Wenders’ evocative film 
Wings of Desire (1987), per- 
forming the haunting “Six Bells 
Chime". The following year, he 
followed the Howard brothers 
into These Immortal Souls and 
stayed sisyears, appearing on Get 
Lost (Don't Lie) (1987) and fin 
Never Gonna Die Again (1992). 

His fine drumming greatly 
contributed tp the outfit’s de- 
ranged. psychotic sound. But he 
had become frustrated with the 
sporadic nature of Rowland’s 
activities and struck out on his 
own with a somewhat gentler 
sound. Sleeping Star ( 1994) and 
Change My Life (i 9 96) and the 
excellent collection of demos 
entitled Debris (1995) saw 
Soundtracks in a more int i mis t 
vein. In 1994, he toured with 
Evan Dando of the Lemon- 
heads. More recently, he had 
played all over Europe .with the 
guitarist Kevin Junior and de- 
moed enough tracks for a fifth 
album. A tribute concert is sche- 
duled for the second week of Jan- 
uary at the Garage in London. 

Geoff TVa vis. Pulp’s manag- 
er and former Rough Trade 
supremo, paid a fond tribute to 
Epic Soundtracks. “Swell Maps 
were an important part of the 
early Rough Trade," he said. 

“Theirs was the second al- 
bum we ever released. They 
were a wonderful band and 
played great gigs. Epic was an 
incredible drummer . . . His only 
fault was that be seemed to take 
everything so hard. He was re- 
ally a lovely man. sweet, gentle 
and fragile; one of the great 
original indie spirits.” 

- Pierre Pernone 


’ Announcement* far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Birchs. 
Adoption*, Marriage*, Deaths, Meroo- 
i-taj services. Wedding anniversaries, fai 
Ncnwriun) should be tent in writing 
. to th« Gazette Editor. The Indepov 
dent; 1 Caiml* Square, Canary Wharf, 
London El* SDL, telephoned to 0m- 

253 MH2 (M-fcour answering 
Om-MS 2QU) or fused uo 0171-293 » 
and are dh*rg*6 at £6JS0 a One (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gazette ■* n « unce - 
meecs {notices, functions. Forthcom- 
ing miurrfages, Marriages) must be 

subrnkted In writing (or taxed) andana 

charged MOO a line, VAT nxm. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number. 

^ Appointments 

Mr Thomas Young, to be British 
High frmtmigg oner to the Repub- 
lic of Zambia. . . 

Hr fan Whitehead, to be Brinsh 
r \ < High Commissioner to the Co- 
: \ U. operative Republic of Guyana. 

Sir Murray Stuart-Stnith, io 
J^ 1 be Treasurer of" Gray’s Inn; Mr 
Martin Coffins QC to be Vjce- 
„ Treasurer. . 

Sir David Cakuct QC, to be Tiea- 

woerofthe Middle Temple; Mr jus- 

tk* bn Kennedy, 10 be Deputy 
. ~ Treasurer; Mr justice Pumfrey, M 
he a Master of the Bench. 

.. Appluyard, Mr John fLH. 

.Bond tod Baroness Perry or 
- -7 Sowftwark, to be Governors of die 

Eagl&h-Speaking Union of the 
Conjbonwealth- 


' of the Guard 

iV*d Rcgtaiia * mounts the OocciA L*f« 
ipVttiafcHom Guards. Haw 1U ft* 
*• S^aeTSd-'Royai Rcgunctu of Wales 
• S^^QueeaYCwLatBudihiff- 

... • Mm/lUtin, bond proriifcdt* 

ge fe&tioe*. TOMORROW; The 

HooidbotoieAwby-MuurHcJ Rqta** 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Prince Karim, the Aga 
Khan, 61; Sir Terence Beckett, for- 
mer Director General, CBL 74; Mr 
Howard Bremen, playwright, 55; 
General Arnold Brown, former 
leader. Salvation Army, 84; Lead Bul- 
lock. historian, 83; Mr Jim Davidson, 
comedian, 43; Sir Brian Fall, Princi- 
pal, Lady Margaret Halt, Oxford, 60; 
Mr John Franronibe, broadcaster and 
former jockey, 45; Mr Walter Girven, 
former Chief Constable, Wiltshire, 
Miss Anouska Hempel, actress, 
hotelier and designer. 56; Dr Doo- 
elas Latio, surgeon and gynaecolo- 
gist, 84; Mr Robert Lindsay, actor, 
4 ^ Professor Sir Mliiam McCrea. as- 
tronomer. 93; Mr Alec Monk, former 
chief executive, Tri-Delta Corpora- 
tion, 55; Sir Brian Pitman, chief ex- 
ecutive. Lloyds TSB Group, 66; Mr 
Christopher Phinuner. actor, 68; Sir 
Humphrey Prideaux, former chair- 
man. Moriand and Co. 82: Lord Ren- 
widc of Clifton, former ambassador 
to the United States. oQ; Mr George 
r„rTYW t IS Secretary ctf State, 


77 * Proiessor »■ j - 7 - — . 

Mee-Chancellor, Sheffield Untwist* 
ty 7i; Ms Dari Taylor MR 55; Maj- 
Cicn Sir David Thome, Director- 

Mr Dick Van Dyke, actor. 72, Gen 
Office^ ^'"TOMORROW; Cap tarn 

gr«Sr£22S 

&£ad Sir Desmond FWfrrt. 
n«* John Gritidrod. tormer /ucn 


bara Leigh -Hum. actress. 62: Mr 
Thomas McA«w MR Comptroller of 
HM Household, 54; Sir Malcolm 
McIntosh, chief executive. CSERO, 
51 Mr Charles Morris, former gov- 
ernment minister. 7i: Mr Alberto 
Morrocco, painter, S(h Sir John Os- 
born, former MP. 75; Dame Ruth 
Railton. founder of the National 
Youth Orchestra. S2: Miss Janette 
Scott, actress. 59; Mr Stan Smith, ten- 
nis champion. 51; Sir Simon Towne- 
ley. former Lord-Lieutenant of 
Lancashire, 7tj; Miss Rosalyn Tureck, 
conductor, lecturer and writer. S3. 

Anniversaries 
TODAY: Births: William Drum- 
mond of Hawthornden. poet. 1585. 
Deaths: Dr Samuel Johnson, lexi- 
cographer. 17S4. On this day: Ita- 
lo Marcioni patented the first 
ice-cream cone in the United States, 
1903. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Auben of CambraL St Eustrauus of 
Sebastea. St Judocns or Josse. Si Lucy 
and St Qthilia or Odilia. TOMOR- 
ROW Births: Nostradamus (Michel 
dc Nost redame J astrologer and 
prophet. 1503. Deaths: Stanley, first 
pari Baldwin of Bewdte)'. statesman, 
1947. On this day: women in Britain 
voted for the first time at the Gen- 
eral Election. 1918. Tomorrow is tiw 
Feast Day of Saints Fingar or Gwin- 
near and Phiala, St John of (he Cross. 
St Nicasiusof Rheims. St Spiridion 
and St Venantius Fomina tuv 

Lectures 

today I 

British Museum: Paul Collins. “The 
Rise of Civilisation in the .Ancient 
Near East". U5pm. 

tomorrow 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury. 
-An .Anatomy of Humun Expres- 
sion". 130pm. 


FAITH & REASON 


How Joshua claimed a 20th-century victim 


Is the Bible merely an 
instrument of oppression in 
the wrong hands - or is there 
something fundamentally 
dodgy about bits of it? Paul 
Vallety reflects. 


General Lm. who founded the Chine* r King. 
Jnm 3.000 yean ago. n»vif 10 hot nvh In * amn- 
io conquer a land They I'umrtvsnnh' C»vil «7W< 
with high wqlh and strung forms*?. The c hi- 
ncx W'tfr-Gftf appeared to General Lm in his 
dream and promised him 1 iVfcvy. • iidering him 
tu kill althi itig souls in die t tries becan* those 
people belonged to other religiniis. Geneml Lm 
and his soldien look the towns and inter h de- 
sirvycd all that wa» in therein, hath man and 
woman, young anJ old. and *'v and sheep and 
ass. with the edge of the w <nl 
■ Do you think General Lin and his soldiers 
acred rightly or nor. Explain why/ 

The question co>l Professor Gwrge 
Tamarin his chair, and made him the 
Iasi victim o( Joshua's conquest nl Jeri- 
cho. For he asked it as part of u socio- 
logical survey of Israeli schoolchildren. 
He then gave them an account ol 
Jivshua's campaign t« * claim the Pn imbed 
Land from its existing inhabitants. 

The mi 1 stories are. of o iur*. aim- 
identical. Some Ml per cent ol the Jew- 
ish students insisted Josluin was quite 


righL hut 75 per cent thought Gener- 
al Lin was wrong. The outcome, 
Tama tin contended, showed that chau- 
vinism influences moral judgment and 
that uncritical teaching of the Bible 
forms prejudices. 

Tel Aviv univcrsily sackcd him. The 
story is told in Michael Prior’s book 77/e 
Ribic and Colonialism published by 
Sheffield Academic Press this week. Its 
essential point is that the Jewish scrip- 
tures make clear that lhe Promised 
Land was stolen from someone else. 
God announces in Exodus that he has 
come down to deliver lite Israelites “to 
a giwd and broad land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey, lo the country of 
lhe Canaan ites, the Hiuitcs. lhe Amor- 
ites. lhe Perizziles, the Hivites. and the 
Jebusitvs". 

The paradigm. Prior argues, has 
been used It 1 justify conquest down the 
ages from the expeditions of the con- 
tjuisiatlores in Latin America and Eu- 
n ipean colonial adventure* throughout 
Africa anil Asia. The Prussians used it 
in Poland. Puritan preachers in North 
America referred to native Indians as 
AmalekilesanJ Caimnilcs. who, if they 
refused to he converted, were worthy 
ol annihilation. Mure recently lhe no- 
linn has been used by the Dutch Re- 
form Church io justify apartheid in 


South Africa, by the Jews to oppress the 
Palestinians in their homeland and by 
Serbs beui on ethnic cleansing in 
Bosnia. A sense of “superiority over the 
natives" moves from a sacred text to be- 
come part of national mythology and 
therefore a “fact" of history. 

Even liberation theologians, when 
they began in Gustavo Gutierrez's 
words “doing theology from the un- 
derside of history”, used the Exodus as 
their prime metaphor for God's being 
on the side of the poor in their strug- 
gle gainst colonialism, dictatorship and 
economic domination. Is the Bible 
misinterpreted, asks Prior, or is it 
intrinsically oppressive? 

Desmond Thtu is fond of saying: 
“When the whites arrived in Africa (ftey 
had the Bible and we had the land. They 
said: ‘Close your eyes and let us pray.' 
And when we opened them we had the 
Bible and they had the land . . . But I 
think we got the better deaL” Not every- 
one agrees. Many young South African 
blacks consider the Bible an oppressive 
document and lhe Old Testament is 
seen as a Zionist text to such an extent 
that ii has become almost repugnant to 
many Palestinian Christians. Like the 
American Indians, the Aborigines in 
Australia, and many others see the sto- 
ry through the eyes of the Canaanites 


and other peoples who already lived in 
the Promised Land. 

Prior's solution is that of classic lib- 
eralism. The biblical narrative is not sim- 
ple history but a series of legends, epics 
and myths reconstructed from the past 
by authors to express their own religious 
and political ideologies. Archaeologi- 
cal studies of Iron Age settlements in 
the area indicate continuity between the 
Canaanite and Israel settlements, with 
no ethnic distinction between them, and 
no evidence of invasion from outside 
or revolution from within. Historical- 
ly a multiplicity of ethnic identifies co- 
alesced into the People of Israel only 
under the threat of Assyrian invasion. 

But myths can be more useful than 
facts. "The Promised Land was not giv- 
en to the Israelites - they had to fight for 
it.” I was once told by a theologian inv- 
olved in struggle for knd among the poor 
in Brazil, “lb them the city states of the 
Canaanites were symbols of feudal ex- 
ploitation. 1 ’ It was about class struggle. 

There is no document of civilisation 
which is not at the same time a docu- 
ment of barbarism, said the Marxist 
Walter Benjamin. Perhaps more hope 
lies with the words of GutiferTez: "The 
Promised Land," be said, "is not sim- 
ply a new country; it is also the gift of 
a radically different situation." 






TH 

SA 

18 


the INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY J3 DECEMBER H97 

20 


1 

f 


Wt 
do 
Af 
ach 
ica 
tht 
an- 
Jat 
the 
aw 
pn 
a c 

Ni 

a 

bo 

pa 

aji 

thi 

13. 

on 

da 

Be 


tui 

fe; 

ho 

To 

pr 

Aj 

Fa 

tn 

ex 

Te 

re 

hi 1 

ly 

Wi 

pr 

su 

wt 

dr 

th 

ye 

da 

ye 

sti 

Dt 

wl 

he 

hr 

a 

so 

ht 

B> 

ni 

in 

bi 

fr 

h« 

w 

a\ 

fe 

if 


IT 

o 

Is 

P 

rr 

a 

C 

d 

St 

SI 

d 


_ 2 0/L E A DER & L ETTERS- 

From a butterfly’s wing to Burger King: it really is chaos 




out 




~ •V.fS ^ 




■ : y--'r -;r0 1 ' 



EDITOR; ANDREW MARK 
DEPUTY EDITOR- COLIN HUGHES. 
ADDRESS: I CANADA SQUARE. 
CANARY WHARF. 

LONDON EI4 5DL 
TELEPHONE: 0171 2*>3 2000 
OR 0171 345 2000 
FAX: 0171 2^3 2435 
OR OI7I-345 2435 


There were no butterflies in Burger King ' 
in Heathrow's Terminal One in the early 
hours of yesterday morning, as far as we 
know. The famous illustration of chaos • 
theory imagines how the fluttering of a 
butterfly's wings could cause a hurricane 
a thousand miles away. It is a mathemat- 
ical speculation intended to help under- 
stand the unpredictability of natural 
systems - how a tiny perturbation could 
make a difference between one climate 
partem or another. 

Now we have to invent a new chaos 
theory to help understand the unpre- 
dictability of h uman systems. Yesterday, 
a small fire in a burger bar stranded peo- 
ple in Aberdeen, grounded planes in 
South Africa and snarled up the motor- 
ways around west London. Anyone with 
the time and inclination to listen to or 
watch global, 24-hour news services could 
follow the ripples from a relatively trivial 
event as they spread out in distance and 
scale. There is a childish pleasure in watch- 
ing a chain reaction develop in a series of 
events, some predictable, some unex- 
pected. Of course, the disruption was se- 
rious. and inconvenient, and mil cost 
businesses and individuals millions of 
pounds. Shares in BAA fell 13p before 
bouncing back as investors realised the 
losses were covered by insurance. But it 


was fun to watch the ripples. It was fun 
in the way that Heath Robinson’s unlikely 
contraptions are fun, or the children s 
game in which a marble rolls down a slide, 
tips a see-saw which swings a boot which 
kicks a cage which wobbles down a pole 
to catch a mouse. 

Because Heathrow is the busiest hub 
of world air travel, and even though 
Ttnmnal One mostly handles domestic and 
European flights, a fire in a burger bar air 
duct caused global gridlock. Well, If not 
gridlock, then a premonition of what might 
happen when the world becomes even 
more interdependent, more criss-crossed 
by webs of communication and transport. 

With 180,000 people flying in and out 
of Heathrow every day, the greasy glitch 
touched all sorts of lives at random. John 
and Gillian Kemon did not manage to gel 
from Somerset to Nuremberg for the 
Christmas fair. Our own political editor 
found him self in the House of Commons 
when he should have been in Luxembourg 
annoying the Prime Minister. 

And, because there is only one road in 
and out of Heathrow through the tunnel 
under the runways, traffic tailed hack all 
round the M25 and along the M4. As a 
result, there was an eerie calm in the streets 
of central London, because morning com- 
muter Lraffic could not get through. Who 



tar attack on Heathrow airport. Between 
the time when it was fighting a war 
against the “occupying" British army, 
and the rime it demanded photocopying 
facilities in the House of Commons, the 
IRA went through a phase of targeting tne 
nodal points of British social and economic 
organisation in order to cause maximum 
disruption. The attempt to blow up six elec- 
tricity substations around London would 
have’ been a bit more than the flap of a 
butterfly’s wing, but it was intended to 
cause dislocation out of ail proportion to 
the trigger evenL 

It is salutary to be reminded of the 
frailty of complex systems. It was a tiny 
flicker of static electricity which de- 
stroved the TWA jumbo jet over Long 
Island, accordine to the latest theory. A 

.. . IT 


And the butterfly’s wing 

momentous consequences I 



knows how many people were late for 
work, how many delivery deadlines were 
missed, how many millions were lost? 

The growing complexity of human 
svsiems is understood by terrorists, which 
was why the IRA in the days when it 
knocked on the door of Downing Street 
with mortar bombs, also launched a mor- 


^ J one “computer server” crashes, the 
whole system stops. So the people who 
know what a server is have devised back- 
up systems and contingency plans, and an- 
other layer of unpredictable complexity 
is added. There is nothing new in this: in 
the old days of hot metal and typewrit- 
ers the print unions understood too well 
how vulnerable the whole process was at 
certain links in the Heath Robinsonian 
chain. 


trivial events has always given ft te tne ap. \ 
pearance of inevitable and logical hqT 
folding. A few years fortherhack -a- ■ 
history, the Romans understood 1 ^ the f . 
oenes which shaped v a«3patitf s v 
Parted a war and destroyed anjanpfre; \ 
Even the Fust World War seemed^ome-j 
thing of an overreaction, to say the |easC \ 
to the anarchist's assa s s m ptiog^A^} ; 
duke Ferdinand. Vt"-’”-’-' 

What has changed, though*^ thpv' 
speed with which a whole city j ; 

wide Internet commmucatioa<«ao-bB^| 
brought to a halt by an escalati^wks ™ 
of coincidences. H umani ty is engag ed h , 

3 constant battle to stop the cqatfpfctf sys- .. 
terns it creates from seizing up. T&SBc.:.. 
lights are computerised and linked toroad 
sensors to keep the jams crawling, hfew 
bits are being plugged into -the Internet 
to keep it growing faster thanjunk e-maD • 
slows it down. New computer programs 7 
are being written to override the mistakes ; 
made by the old ones. 

So the next time someone complains - 
about the traffic and says, “It's chaos wit 
there," point out how the non-linear, 
dynamics of road transport are helping us : 
understand the fuzzy logic of human sys- . 
terns. They will thank you for it. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Labour’s benefit cut 

Sir: Plans to restrict welfare 
benefits to lone parents need to 
be considered in the context of 
the government strategy to bring 
back the excluded sections of our 
society into the included fold. 

Recognition of the domi- 
nance of the market economy 
and the necessity of being 3 
productive part of it has had im- 
plications for all of us. The mod- 
ernising element of the New 
Labour Party appears to now ac- 
cept that the vast majority of us 
have to work. It recognises the 
wastefulness of large sections of 
the population living long-term 
on welfare benefits. At the height 
of North Sea Oil exploitation the 
annual total tax revenues were 
roughly equal to total spending 
00 welfare benefits. 

New Labour appears to be 
striving to be the New Workers 
Party. It seeks to represent all 
of us who work for a living while 
at the same bringing the eco- 
nomically excluded back into 
the included fold. This is the 
central strategy of the “new 
thinking" or the “big idea”. 

Reducing benefits to lone 
parents is partly about restor- 
ing financial equity with those 
claimants who are required to 
register as unemployed. It will 
remove the current anomalous 
situation where an unemployed 
two-parent family receives a 
lower pro rata rate of benefit 
than a one-parent family. In the 
long term, both groups will be 
the target of further strategies 
to help bring them back into the 
inclusive world of opportunities 
and responsibilities. 

ROGER HOPKINS BURKE 
Lecturer in Criminal Justice 
Studies 

Scarman Centre for the Study 

of Public Order 

The University of Leicester 

Sir: The events of Wednesday 
evening in Parliament represent 
once again the imposition by the 
Treasury of dominance over 
Parliamentary government. 
From within Whitehall I 
watched this happen to the Wil- 
son and Heath governments. 

The philosophy of the 
British Treasury, founded on the 
accounting principles of a Vic- 
torian parish council, has re- 
mained unchanged for over a 
century. They seek to control all 
public finance and dominate the 
political agenda. They hale all 
public expenditure, but partic- 
ularly transfer payments - per- 
sons, social security and welfare. 

They persuade each suc- 
ceeding government that sound 
public finance consists in re- 
stricting public expenditure. 
They insist on exerting control 
throughout Whitehall and local 

government. They will not per- 
mit any hypothecation, they 
hate giving up any tax. They in- 
sist on controlling all borrowing. 

And the irony is that the 
Treasury has been consistently 
unsuccessful in its economic pol- 
icy. We have prospered in spite 
of them. No other advanced 
country gives such powers to die 
national book-keepers. 

L like many, thought that this 
government would be strong 
enough to send the Treasury 
mandarins packing and create a 
sensible Mirtisny of Finance. The 



Sunset ship: ‘Britannia’ could be a unique heritage asset i f she belonged to Glasgow 


Pride of the Clyde 

Sir. The decision by the Ministry 
of Defence to shortlist either 
Manchester or Leith as the final 
resting place for the Royal Yacht 
Britannia (report. 11 December) 
appears to be based solely on the 
ability of a wealthy company in 
each of these places to advance 
money for preservation. Scant at- 
tention seems to have been paid 


to British maritime heritage is- 
sues and more particularly to 
that of the river Clyde. 

Britannia's importance, to 
any other place, is only as a very 
distinguished royal yacht. Tb 
Clydeside she is of great sig- 
nificance as a fine turbine-pow- 
ered steamship created on this 
renowned shipbuilding river. 

It was the development of 
steam power on the Gyde that. 


first signs were encouraging, 
with the Bank of England given 
responsibility for monetary pol- 
icy. But could not last. Wednes- 
day evening was their reply. 
RICHARD GRAHAM 
London SW6 

Sir. As a working single parent 
I, personally, believe there to be 
no choice - I work to pay the 
mortgage, the bills and, ironi- 
cally, the childcare costs. How- 
ever, I totally accept that it is 
extremely difficult for many 
single parents - those with more 
than one child, those with chil- 
dren who’ve suffered prolonged 
periods of illness, those without 
the benefit of understanding em- 
ployers and colleagues and 
those wbose rates of pay fall well 

below the national average. 

Instead of the Government 
alienating lone parents, once 
again, they should initially have 
looked at means-testing bene- 
fit claimants across the board to 
reduce costs. I myself am eligi- 
ble for £68.40 per month, which, 
although very nice, is not nec- 
essary to my survival. 

SARAH SMITH 
London SE22 

Sin Harriet Hannan says: “Lone 
mothers want to work for the 
same reason as married women 
work-fora better standard of liv- 
ing for their children.” As a doc- 
tor and as the father of three 
children, I say if women really 
want to provide a better standard 

of living for their children they 
should aim to stay at hare to pn> 
vide the love that children need, 
like plants need water, and not 
worry about the specious claims 
of advertisers and feminists. 


The most important job to 
be done in this life is to parent 
one’s children and if the moth- 
er, whether Cabinet minister, 
lawyer, doctor, nurse or clean- 
er, tires herself out doing a job 
of secondary importance, her 
ability to 'nurture her children 
will be severely compromised. 

Strong families produce 
strong individuals - weak fam- 
ilies produce weak individuals. 
C STEPHEN FROST 
Colwyn Bay, Clwyd 

Sir. The approach the Govern- 
ment is taking to the problem 
of angle mothers is quite wrong. 
What they conspicuously need 
is not work or benefit, but a rich 
husband. 

Research conclusively indi- 
cates that the wives of men with 
substantial off-shore investments 
are considerably better of than 
those on benefit or in work. 
What is needed, dearly, is a se- 
ries of targeted Welfare to Mar- 
riage initiatives. Dateline could 
be contracted to provide suitable 
introductions. Tax incentives 
would be required and the laws 
on bigamy may have to be relaxed 
to allow public-spirited men to 
support more than one wife. 

These generous and com- 
passionate proposals are at 
least as sensible as those before 
Parliament. 

PHILTRORY 
Akesier, Warwickshire 


from 1812 onwards, led to the 
Clyde becoming the most fa- 
mous shipbuilding river in the 
world. By around 1900 half of 
all steamships in the world 
were Clyde-builL There is not 
at present any adequate mate- 
rial tribute. The Clyde Heritage 
Trust has proposed the cre- 
ation of the Clyde Maritime 
Heritage Park at the Govan dry 
docks complex in Glasgow. This 


Destructive badgers 

Sir. If there is doubt about bad- 
gers spreading bovine TB Import 
1 December, Letters, 6 Decem- 
ber) there is no doubt about the 
masave damage that badgers are 
doing to gardens in SoraerseL 

Before the moratorium on 
culling was initiated in 1973 bad- 
ger numbers were kept low tty 
fanners and landowners. Then, 
freed from predation, badgers 
multiplied rapidly. They moved 
into my garden in 1990, taking 
fruit, vegetables and flower bulbs. 
They fouled the paths with dung- 
pits and exterminated garden- 
friendly wildlife such as 
hedgehogs and slow-worms. 

Across Somerset, 145 gar- 
deners open their gardens to the 
public under the National Gar- 
dens Scheme. I questioned 54 of 
them: 81 per cent had a badger 
problem similar to mine and get- 
ting worse. 

The survey by the People's 
Trust for Endangered Species in- 
terpreted the 77 percent increase 
in the British badger population 
since 1988 as a “recovery” from 
low levels caused by gamekeep- 
ers in the 19tb cenniiy. This is in- 
correct. Somerset parish 
accounts for the 17th and 18th 
centuries frequently itemise pay- 
ments for the destruction uf 
•■vermin” (animals which robbed 
land-hungry peasants of their 
produce). Badgers were worth 
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development would be an in- 
ternational-class attraction, 
drawing some 350,000 visitors 
annually, and creating 600 jobs. 

In this exciting development 
the ship taking pride of place 
would require at least some of 
these qualities: she must be 
Clyde-built; of reasonable pro- 
portions; a got 3d example of a 
particular power era; preferably 
having been well maintained 


a shilling each, a fortune to a 
peasant. 

Badger meat was always a del- 
icacy, to man and in earlier cen- 
turies to wolves and other 
carnivores. So badgers never 
swarmed unmolested across 
England, and rhe current popu- 
lation increase is not a recovery. 

It follows that badgers are 
commoner now than ever before. 
Conversely, farmers and gar- 
deners have never been so pow- 
erless to resist their 
destructiveness. 

Dr WILUE STANTON 
Westbwy-SUb-Mendip, 

Somerset 

Trains by road 

Sir: There is a good reason why 
Dr N P Meyer (letter. 11 De- 
cember) saw a train being trans- 
ported by road. The high track 
access charges imposed bv Rail- 
track under the privatisation 
agreements have led to the 
preposterous puxjiioit whereby 
11 is often cheaper to transport 
trains needing repair on low- 
Inadvfs than ui haul them over 
the track. 

This is the same son of in- 
ternal prieing structure which 
has caused BBC radio pro- 
gramme makers to find it 
cheaper to gu out and buy CDs 
than in rent them from the BBC 
record library. 

Clearly, logic plays little part 
in public service businesses. 

M A REDHEAD 

London NS 

Sir. With the sight of railway en- 
gines being transported by lor- 
ry becoming increasingly 
common I don’t think Dr N F 
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during her life: with historic as- 
sociations and a unique ability 
to attract visitors. 

Britannia is the only existing 
Clyde-bu3t ship possessing all 
of these qualities. She repre- 
sents the last chance far Clyde- 
side to acquire a suitable 
example of over thirty thousand 
ships it has built. 

DAVID B. PRICE 
Can/mss, Dunbartonshire 


Meyer will have to wait tew long 
before he sees carriages, full of 
people, being carried in a sim- 
ilar manner for the same rea- 
sons. 

GEOFF COX 
Rugby, Warwickshire 

Fuel of the future 

Sir: You comment (Business 
Outlook, 4 December) that 
“ihc Government should admit 
that coal has no future”. 

Taking the world as a whole 
coal is almost certainly the fuel 
of the future. Reserves nt coal 
arc about 1 U times the reserves 
°f '*'!• and coal will still be avail- 
able long alter hoth oil and gas 
have been exhausted. It there- 
fore must make sense to keep 
our productive mines open now 
rather than have them shut so 
that the reserves they contain 
are permanently closed off. 

Germany, whose coal is far 
more expensive to produce 
than ours, recognises this and 
subsidises its coal industry to 
keep it going. 

CHRIS DODWELL 
Ashford. 

Middlesex 

Charming 

Sir: Donald MacIntyre thinks 
“Blair is rather good at using 
charm” (CommenL 9 Decern" 
ber). Which leads 10 the con- 
clusion that Camus predicted 
the nature of the Blairitc suc- 
cess in The Fall ; “You know 
whal charm is: a way of getting 
the answer yes without having 
asked any clear question.” 
MICHAEL HARRIS 
Manchester 
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LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 


Letters I need to answer in- 
dividually are created as fol- 
lows: stuffed in a plastic file, 
which is stuffed into my brief- 
case. and then dealt with via 
tape recorder as I go home 
at night This is normally ef- 
fective - the system, of 
course, not the answers - but 
it does mean a few get lost 
Many essential things seem to 
slide into the all-purpose 
mulch of forgotten bills, 
sweet-wrappings, corporate 
memoranda and similar 
scrumpled detritus in life’s 
trouser tum-ups. 

One missive I read but 
have lost was a complaint 
about Paul McCann’s de- 
scription of the artist Tracey ; 
Emin a week ago. . McCann 
said that she was on television 
“as drank as a Oyde welde* 
with the language to match”. . 
The reader said he was a 
welder and had worked on 
the Clyde and found the 
comparison deeply offensive 
to Oyde welders. Well, I see 
the point- A lot of welders 
would object to being com- 
pared to salt-tongued con- 
ceptual artists. Soon we will 
be saying, “as drunk as a neo- 
minimalist, with the language 
to match”. Mr McCann 
points out, however, that his 
granddad was a Clyde welder 
and he knows a thing or two 
about the subject. 

This, however, touches again 
on the whole question of 
readers' complaints and bow 
newspapers deal with them. 
This week The Guardian sent 
us the conclusion of a lengthy 
report by its new ombudsman 
into the behaviour of its 
deputy foreign editor Victo- 
ria Brittain. Her bank ac- 
count has been used to feny 
money from the Libyans to 
fund a libel action against this 
paper by the former bead of 
the Ghanaian security service, 
a chum of hers called Kojo 
Tsikata. Rum stuff, you will 
agree. The libel action 
against us continues. 

The ombudsman accept- 
ed her assurances that she 
bad no idea of where the 
chunky sums of money came 
from and hadn't asked her 
friend Tsikata — though he 


says this last “appears curi- 
ous”. He has established that 
Brittain actively managed 
the money and talked “in the 
most genera] terms” about 
the libel case with the lawyer 
concerned but concludes that 
she was “some way from be- 
ing a significant player” in the 
action against The Indepen- 
dent. She was silly, naive and 
behaved “inappropriately as 
a senior journalist”. But not 
a bad woman. 

Putting to one side my 
own feelings on the, matter - 
I think Brittain behaved 
rather worse than “inappro- 
priately” - does this first ma- 
jor report vindicate the use of 
.an ombudsman? Alan Rus- 
bridger, appointed The 
.. Guardian’s one for gpod and 
... -honourable reason^-and al- 
lowed a highly, critical report 
about one of his journalists 
to be published in other pa- 
pers - and all credit to him 
for that 

- So, should The Indepen- 
dent appoint an ombudsman 
too? Well, as it happens, we 
used tq: Sir Gordon Downey, 
who ombuds’d MPs, cut his 
teeth in this respect on Indy 
hacks. But in the end, during 
Andreas Whittam Smith's 
time as editor, we decided to 
end the practice. Why? Sim- 
ply because we felt that it was 
the editor’s job to investigate, 
discipline and respond di- 
rectly. Newspapers are dic- 
tatorships, benign or 
otherwise, and the ombuds- 
man couldn't take the editor's 
decisions for him. If the ed- 
itor was wrong, or dilatory, or 
simply fried to hide the news- 
paper’s failings, then he in 
turn would be dealt .with , 
either by the Press Com- 
plaints Commission or the 
board of the company. 

This rule adds an hour or 
two to a conscientious edi- 
tor’s day but stiflseems to me. : 
to be broadly righL I have no , 
one else to pass complaints 
to for investigation or con- A? 
elusion. On the other, hand, 
of course, I can always lose 
them among the sweetie- 
wrappings. 


Andrew Man 
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QUOTE UNQU OTE 

1 don’t want my party to become as terrified, as dependent 
on one person, as Labour has become on Tony Blair- WHfiam 
Hague, Tory leader . . 

1 wasn't put in to this job to wring my hands and beat my chest 1 , 
and discuss when I Iasi cried - Harriet Harman, Sodd Security T 
Secretory •' r 

i look forward 10 seeing a thousand Conservative consciences 
bloom as we look at the proper, accurate, fair reform of the 
welfare stale - John Major, former Prime Minister 

I think I've attained such a level of celebrity status that cin-' 
ema can only lessen it - Eric Cantona, fmcrMnncheacr IMtcd 

come a film star 

Painting wD! always be there, but with photographs you can 
^ /"‘ Ulons ® nd moiiS of ^ages, whereas in painting you 

” mebaCk h£ had “ but until then 

by sconng an own goal and getting sent off 
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Its official: men are brutes, 
women are a higher life form 


Yes, it's nannyish, but remember 
what we said about seat belts 


fmm 


DAVID 

AARON OVITCH 

THE FEMALE ORGASM 
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There was an article in this newspaper yes- 
terday about a woman who once suffered 
involuntary orgasms. Inevitably, like all 
newspaper articles concerning the female 
orgasm, it wastHustraled by that scene from 
the movie When Harry Met Salty in which 
Sally demonstrates to Harry - in a packed 
diner — bow the female climax can be faked, 
fit’s an interesting feature of our relative 
attitudes to these things that there is no 
corresponding image that could accompa- 
ny a piece concerning the male orgasm. But 
if Fm wrong, I do not wish to be corrected.) 

Now, many people -mostly younger men 
- have orgasms when they are not exactly 
ready. Time, or the recital of the England 
World Cup squad, usually overcomes this 
problem. But that is not what we are talk- 
ing about No, imagine for a moment what 
it would be like to have orgasms completely 
out of the blue - WHAM - just like that, 
with no warning, and no matter what you 
were doing. 

It would be inconvenient, would it not? 
Experiencing an orgasm might be difficult 
to disguise from fellow passengers in lifts 
and trains, or from colleagues at work. The 
tell-tale flush, the stertorous breathing, the 
sudden cries of “Oh God, darting, I love 
you!” might each individually not betray you, 
but combined would certainly raise eye- 
brows. Friends might stop inviting you to 
their dinner parties, for fear of what might 
happen as you were introduced to Germaine 
Greer, say, or Ttevor Phillips. 

The embarrassment, however, would be 
as nothing compared with the considerable 
dangers. It is perilous enough to sneeze while 
driving on the motorway: the eyes close for 
a fraction of a second, the body convulses, 
and - a-tishoo - bang, into the bade of that 
Lada. So what would happen were you to 
find yourself in the throes of an unexpect- 
ed sexual experience - involving (depend- 
ing on gender) rapid tumescence, vast 
stimulation and climax - hardly bears 
thinking about. One thing alone is certain: 
were rhe condition to become widespread, 
many more cars would display stickers bear- 
ing the legend, “keep your distance” . 

It is little wonder, then, that the woman 
concerned (let us call her Ms X) eventually 
went to her doctor, and - some time after- 


wards -appeared as a case discussed in the 
latest edition of The Lancet. For wbat the 
boffins discovered when they scanned Ms 
X*s brain was very interesting. As our own 
health editor explained, she had a “de- 
formed artery in the right temporal pole of 
the brain”. This had ruptured, causing epi- 
lepsy, which in turn had triggered the or- 
gasms. This knowledge meant that doctors 
could more accurately pinpoint the pan of 
the brain that controls the female orgasm. 
And it is located in one of the most so- 
phisticated and evoludonarily advanced 
bits. 

But the male orgasm isn’t. That is (for 
want of a better word) the nib. For, in the 
single known case of involuntary orgasm in 
a man, the problem was clearly linked back 
to die hypothalamus. And, in brain terms, 
apparently you don't get much more prim- 
itive and baric than the hypothalamus. We 
blokes bad hypo thalami when we were fish. 

Are you getting this? We should conclude 
from all this that the male orgasm is andent, 
animal, and instinctive. A necessary oc- 
currence, it is no more a product of con- 
sciousness than is peristalsis. It is a thing 
of caves and sloping foreheads, a necessary 
and unlovely thing, that can be invoked with- 
out disturbing the intellect. This explains why 
boys can have orgasms in their sleep. 

The female orgasm, on the other hand, 
is a product of evolution, of civilisation al- 
most. It is not essential for procreation, but 
it requires subtle interaction between the 
brain and the body. Indeed, it is - as the 
deputy editor remarked to me yesterday - 
of a “higher order”. 

This raises two thoughts. Well, one 
question and a thought 

The question is, why did the female or- 
gasm develop at all? What is it for? Most 
physiological changes to the human body 
have happened for a reason, so what's the 
reason here? Was the problem that as 
humanity evolved, and poetry, music and 
art were first developed, the sensitive fe- 
males found themselves extremely unwill- 
ing to submit to the anim al ministrations of 
a whole lot of self-pleasuring males? Was 
the orgasm thus conjured into being by a 
Nature that regarded it as a way of giving 
women a stake in intercourse? 

And here’s the thought What if the fe- 
male orgasm is still evolving? The male one. 
stuck down there in the horrid old hypo- 
thalamus, is becalmed sometime in the 
Mesozoic period or whatever, while the fe- 
male one could be becoming evermore com- 
plex, culturally differentiated and- let's face 
it, given world overpopulation - bloody 
difficult to provoke. One day, only male 
novelists, scientists or journalise of exquisite 
manners and enormous beauty, will be able 
to induce orgasm externally in the most ord- 
inary woman. Which may be fine for me, 
but is a bit rough on the rest of you. 

While you digest that one, Td better tell 
you how Ms X’s story ended. The medics 
prescribed a drug called Carbamazapine, 
used in the treatment of epilepsy, and soon 
the unwanted comings went. She is said to 
be much happier and calmer. 

But, given where we may all be heading, 
wouldn’t it now be appropriate for scien- 
tists to search for and discover a drug to pro- 
duce the opposite effect? It could be of 
immense benefit to many couples - espe- 
cially in these days when we all have so lit- 
tle time - if they had access to something 
that might speed up the female response. 

I am assured, by those that know, that it 
would certainly beat the Squeeze Technique. 



STEVE 

CRAWS HAW 

BANNING 

THINGS 


The list already gives the im- 
pression of being endless. And 
still, it gets longer. Ban follows 
ban - and the protests get 
louder. Preposterous, absurd, 
surreal. The words of con- 
demnation for the new culture 
of interference come pouring 
out, day after day. 

The latest proposal - that 
video games should carry a 
warning of the dangers of reck- 
less driving - comes hard on 
the heels of a host of other 
equally pernickety rules, each 
of which seems more startling 
than the last. We are about to 
see ihe death of the T-bone 
steak (because of of the alleged 
risk of the human disease 
CJD), the death of the 
doorstep (bad for the dis- 
abled!. and the end of tobac- 
co advertising as we know it. 
After last week’s Tbone ruling, 
this week it seems that some 
cuts of lamb are next in line for 
the (proverbial) chop. 

Tilings have got so bad that 
William Hill bookmakers say 
they are “tempted” by the idea 
of offering odds on what ban 
might come next The next tar- 
get might be unpasteurised 
milk (which is already banned 
in Scotland). There is even a 
lurking threat against some 
exotic fruit, because of the 
risk that they may bring trop- 
ical diseases into the country. 

The response to all this 
rule-making has been high in- 
dignation. In the words of 
John Casey, a feltow of Caius 
College. Cambridge, writing in 
the Evening Standard this 
week: “The nanny state con- 
tinues its advance in seven- 
league, hand-knitted 

jackboots.” John Adams, pro- 
fessor of geography at Uni- 
versity College. London and 
author of a book on risk, be- 
lieves that we have reached an 
absurd stage, if the individual's 
freedom is so severely re- 
stricted. “If you're going to 
criminalise health risks, where 
on earth do you stop? The sale 
of tobacco, the sale of alcohol 
- the eating of cream buns?" 

When it comes to beef on 
the bone, many in this country 
clearly share Professor Adams' 
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view. On bearing the an- 
nouncement that T-bone 
steaks would soon be a thing 
of the past, Britons rushed 
our to buy them while the go- 
ing was still good. “While 
stocks last” seemed almost to 
be a selling point. British meal 
producers yesterday an- 
nounced a challenge to “taste 
the difference” between and 
boneless joints and meat 
cooked on the bone - the po- 
litically correct and the illicit 
charmer of the meat-eater’s 
world respectively. 

Many argue that Ihe ques- 
tion of risk is a matter for the 
individual - at least as long as 
the individual is properly in- 
formed. None the less, that ar- 
gument has been heard on 
different- occasions over the 
years; it has rarely seemed 
relevant, in hindsight. 

When seatbelts were made 
compulsory in 1983, oppo- 
nents of the legislation insist- 
ed that this was an 
unacceptable violation of in- 
dividual rights. They wanted 
the right to be thrown through 
a windscreen, and (allegedly) 
survive. The same argument 
was heard over crash helmets. 
People insisted that they 
should not have to wear crash 
helmets if they did not want to. 
A liny minority still bold that 
view. But the great majority 
have long since accepted that 
the inconvenience is small, by 
comparison with the potential 
benefit to all. 

Only 10 years ago, drink- 
driving was considered social- 


ly acceptable, and the laws 
against it were seen by many as 
intrusive. But that, too, has 
changed. People accept the 
law as entirely natural. The 
freedom to drink and drive is 
considered no more desirable 
than the freedom to kill one’s 
neighbour. 

I admit: I would (occasion- 
ally) like to eat beef on the 
bone. I would like, too, to be 
allowed to eat unpasteurised 
cheese, in full knowledge of the 
risks. Governments may some- 
times be inclined to wish to im- 
pose a ban too far. But is that 
really worse than all the occa- 
sions when government has im- 
posed a ban too few? 

Pressure groups are ready 
to call for bans, at the drop of 
a hat. But commercial groups 
which have vested interests in 
risks not being fully discussed 
are more powerful still. After 
all, the risks of asbestos and the 
risks of Thalidomide were not 
addressed until it was far loo 
late - partly because powerful 
lobbies conspired to keep 
things that way. 

More recently, the British 
government was determined 
just a few years ago to show 
that the worries about mad cow 
disease in meat were just down 
to a few irrelevant whingers. 
The political and economic 
knock-on effect of any ban 
would clearly be painful; ergo, | 
a ban was out of the question. | 
It was an absurd logic. The fa- 
mous burger-feeding session by 
John Guraroer to his daughter 
Cordelia was down to a deter- 


Marginalised masses, can it be that your time has 
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TREVOR 
PHILLIPS 
SOCIAL 
? EXCLUSION 






Huy Blair may not think of 
bknsfcifas more radical than 
Kt&Uangstoae, but on Mon- 
<&£^opened a political Pan- 
that dwarfs the 
revqfcerar benefits. The name 
“Sotifil Exclusion Unit” sug- 
gptstjiatjlje dozen or so civil 
will now con- 
ceniiate thtfrattention on en- 
ya^ t^ttipper-cxtist dinner 
parttehawj tfce requisite quota 
of bfaricsfnglft 'mothers. 

, ft&a&for that It would cer- 
fcSfy be pleasingly annoying to 
s^aefie^Je, Bui ir is a policy 
tob^tinietfoHt by a social sec- 
; /tfeJ&aeta Secretary of Stale. 


j y^^^ ffielaaBChofttte unit 
for a genuine 
ihe de- 


benefits is a timid, Menshevik 
thing . You would expect the 
dangerous lefties to be focused 
on the former, yet the left 
seems to have forgotten the 
paint of being left-wing. The re- 
volt on benefits for lone parents 
was never going to achieve 
fundamental change. 

It was bound to fen, since the 
Tories had made it dear that 
they would back the Govern- 
ment. Have Ken and Co for- 
gotten the words of General 
Giap, the great tactician who 
won the Vietnam war? “Fight 
to win; fight only if victory is cer- 
tain.” The upshot of tins week’s 
exercise looks like being a Gov- 
ernment victory, followed by a 
period of savage revenge 
against the rebels. In exchange 
for what ? Two days 7 headlines. 

But the Government could 
have done better. Work is 
preferable to benefit; but it 
looks careless to devise a ?ys- 
tem bv which women risk los- 
ing benefit they do work, and 
then, through no fault of their 

own, lose their jobs. 

It also seems overly harsh to 
nun down an exemption for the 
parents of Do we 

reallv warn to compel mothers 
to work in those first, vital 

^Gose parental anenuon 


of us billions in remedial educ- 
ation, crime control and further 
welfare benefits. 

All that said, if the level of 
ambition of the most radical 
Labour MPs is to safeguard a 
tenner a week for a relatively 
small number of families, then 
the r ulin g classes have little to 
worry about If I were an aristo- 
crat or a powerful plutocrat I 
would be happily sipping my 
favourite tipple and reflecting 
on what a jolly good thing this 
socialism lark can be, when 
practised properly. 

I might however, be kept 
awake at nigbts if the Social Ex- 
clusion Unit turned out to be 
a lively infanL There could be 

a truly revolutionary agenda for 
the uniL But first, we need to 
understand wbat is meant by 
social exclusion. For this is not 
solely about poverty, or even 
about race; it is about power. 

What people are being ex- 
cluded from is the ability to take 
derisions about their own lives. 
Poverty certainly can produce 
that result - but is not the only 
path to alienation. In modern 
Britain, it isn’t even the most 
common route. Take, for ex- 
ample. the result of some work 
carried out by (inevirablvj ihe 
chink-tank Demos last year. It 
showed that the most alienated 
and powerless group of people 
in our society was not young, 
black, unemployed men, as you 
might expect: it was young. 


employed women in the C2 
economic bracket. 

When you translate that 
into secretaries, typists and re- 
ceptionists, you begin to see 
why. These young women hear 
all the time that they are the 
coming thing, yet their working 
lives are ruled entirely by the 
whims of their bosses; there's 
doi a lot of Girl Power in ihe 
average workplace. At home 
their lives are constrained ty the 
demands of their male partners, 
by their children, and. increas- 
ingly, by the needs of their age- 
ing parents. In all sorts of ways, 
they are socially excluded. No 
amount of money available 
from the state could empower 
them individually. These 
people dor?'! need redistrib- 
ution of wealth. What they 
need is a workplace that gives 
them freedom to take initiatives 
and to use their talents. 

Then there is exclusion 
driven by snobbery and trad- 
ition- We all know that there arc 
clubs which we cannot join; 
some of them literally are clubs, 
lo which women are not ad- 
mitted. But. more broadly, 
there are networks, to which 
most of us could not gain ad- 
mission no matter how much 
money we had. and no matter 
how brilliant we were - that is. 
assuming we even knew they 
existed. 

The unit might for example, 
consider the extent lo which the 


senior ranks of the Civil Service 
are dominated by Oxbridge 
graduates; there would be a 
basis for the PM lo force man- 
darins to search more widely for 
its new mandarins. We might 
say the same for the dubs of 
public schoolboys who run our 
armed forces, or the political 
parties that exert a stranglehold 
on our local democracy. 

Think, too. of the millions 
who are excluded by thought- 
less bureaucracy or prejudice. 
Most of us now take for granted 
that you can get cash out of a 
hole in the wall, or that you can 
pay hills by cheque; increasingly, 
both private and public sector 
take it for granted that cus- 
tomers have hank accounts, 
and privilege them for using 
their accounts - discounts for 
direct debit, for example. But 
what if you can't get a bank 
account? You may have had a 
prison sentence; or you may 
not, in these days of portfolio 
working, be able to show six 
months' regular income. Every- 
day tasks become more difficult; 
you are greeted by suspicion, 
and yi .u can be crippled by your 
inability to use any money you 
do earn. That’s social exclusion. 

Then there is fear; how can 
an elderly person trapped in his 
home play a pan in our society? 
Many of these people are by no 
means poverty-stricken: but 
they are cut out of the social in- 
volvement most of us take for 


granted, because they are frail 
and seared. That’s soda! ex- 
clusion. They don’t need more 
money; they need families or 
caring neighbours. It probably 
needs volunteers, not cash. 
Similarly, those who cannot 
read property are left outside 
the loop. Thar’ s social exclusion, 
often caused by bad teaching. 

The question for the Prime 
Minister is whether he and his 
unit can see beyond the many 
demands for dosb that are no 
doubt already landing on the 
mat. One good sign is that the 
unit has no money of its own; 
a budget would merely en - 1 
courage officials to find ways of 
spending it. Instead they need | 
to find better ways of spending 
the money that is already in 
ministers* hands. 

Mr Blair is severely dis- 
abled in appreciating the extent 
of the task; be was boro with tal- 
ent and material advantage, and 
be is a white, male profes- 
sional; there is nothing in his 
make-up that allows him to 
know what it feels like to be an 
outsider, and certainly it is 
some time since he will have felt 
powerless. We will know 
whether he is a great politician 
or just a nice one, if his genuine 
empathy for the excluded goes 
beyond the hand-outs for the 
poor; and if he finds a way to 
smash down the closed circles 
of power that dominate our 
society. 


mination to look the other 
way. In retrospect (but not just 
in retrospect) it was woefoily 
wrong to do so. 

If the present government 
has gone too far the other way, 
we should not jump too quick- 
ly to condemnation. The ban 
on handguns may appear to 
have been just an emotional 
(read “immature") reaction 
to the slaughter at Dunblane. 
But it seems unlikely that any 
future government will wish to 
reverse the strict new gun-law 
legislation, any more than any 
government would seek to 
overturn the laws on child 
labour or on environmental 
protection. That must be the 
most important test of whether 
legislation is sane or insane: in 
time, does it come to seem a 
bizarre aberration, or does it 
come to seem perfectly nor- 
mal? ■ 

We now take health warn- 
ings on cigarettes for granted 
- smokers and non-smokers 
alike would be startled if the 
warnings were absent- As for 
the latest ruling, that new 
houses should be built without 
doorsteps, thus making access 
easier for the disabled - what 
on earth, one might ask, is all 
the fuss about? Planning laws 
have long sought to make life 
easier and safer for alL Some- 


times, the rules - exactly how 
steep stairs are allowed to be, 
how the ratlings should be de- 
signed - may seem pointless. 
But pointless rules eventually 
fall by the wayside. Hundreds 
and thousands of sensible rules 
remain - for our collective 
good. 

We sometimes like to boast, 
with teenage bravado, that we 
understand everything well 
enough by ourselves. We're 
grown-ups who don't need 
anybody to tell us what to do. 
The law-makers come to seem 
like an irritating Big Brother. 
In reality, the “default” setting 
is more often to do nothing - 
because we understand noth- 
ing. Mr Gummer’s grisly pho- 
to-opportunity with Cordelia 
was the clearest illustration of 
complacent ignorance that one 
could ask for. 

The new Freedom of In- 
formation Act will at least re- 
duce the chances of such a 
disastrous rerun of the BSE 
catastrophe, where the Gov- 
ernment made a speciality of 
being economical with the 
truth. If we know what is hap- 
pening, then we will already be 
better equipped to deal with 
the risks. Protests at new leg- 
islation are intended to be lib- 
ertarian; they are in danger of 
merely sounding petulant. 


NEW FROM PENTAX: OUR SMALLEST 
EVER ZOOM COMPACT. 

It may be small, small enough 
to slip into your top pocket, 
but it’s certainly not short 
on features. The new efina 
comes with Advanced Photo 
System technology, built-in 
electronic flash, a 24-48mm zoom lens and quality 
Pentax optics. In fact it’s the smartest little camera 
you can get your paws on. For information C3ll Pentax UK Ltd 
on 01753 792 792 or e-mail on info@photo.pentax.co.uk. 






You don't need luck, you need a PENTAX 





Tl- 

SA 

18 


f 


W. 
do 
A 1 
ad 

]C£ 

Iht 
an 
Ja- 
th( 
aw 
pn 
a t 


Ni 

a 

bo 

pa 

an 

th; 

13 

on 

da 

Be 


tui 

fei 

ho 

To 

pn 

Ar 

Fa 


trc 
exi 
Te 
rei 
his 
Iv i 
wa 


pn 

suj 

we 

dn 


the 

ye: 


da 

ye: 

str 


Da 
wh 
he 
ha 
a r 
so< 


hu 

Bi 

n4 

inj 

be 

fiv 

he 

W£ 

aw 

fe- 

pa 

th 

w 


m- 

of 

/* 

P» 

m 

a 

C 

di 


se 

st 

d: 


THE independent 
Saturday 13 decemfber 1997 

22 


22/BUSINESS 




BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR. JEREMY WARNER 
NEWS DESK: 0171-293 2o3<? FAX: 0171-293 2098 E-MAIL: I ndyBusiness® I ndependent.co.uk 

FINANCIAL JOURNAL OF THE YEAR 


South West 
Water piles 
into landfill 
business 
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South West Water yesterday 
became the country’s largest 
waste disposal group when it 
bought Terry Adams, an 
Exeter-based landfill operator, 
for a maximum sum of £l05m. 
Peter Thai Larsen explains how 
the utility plans to make 
brass from muck. 


The water utility will initially pay £77m for 
Terry Adams, which operates 12 landfill 
sites in Somerset, Manchester and Der- 
byshire. A further £2Sm payment de- 
pends on the group receiving planning 
permission for another five sites. 

The company’s founder and managing 
director - also called Terry Adams - and his 
family stand to make £95 m if the full 
amount is paid. Although South West Wa- 
ter executives wiU run the enlarged busi- 
ness, Mr Adams will carry on in an 
advisory role 

Terry Adams currently has spare space 
for 49m cubic metres of landfill, but has 
planning permission for just 17m cubic me- 
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The new landfill sites complement South West Water’s existing landfills, which are mostly in East Anglia and along the South Coast 


tres. If South West W&ter gets planning ap- 
proval for all its void space it will overtake 
Shanks & McEwan, currently the country's 
largest landfill operator. 

Analysts said the price South West Wa- 
ter paid for the space looked cheap when 
compared with recent deals in the indus- 
try. However, South West Water’s shares 
closed down lp at 929p as investors con- 
cluded that the group was now less likely 
to mount a share buyback. 


The company said that uncertainty over 
the forthcoming regulatoiy review of the in- 
dustry would limit its ability to gear up its bal- 
ance sheet “We are keeping our powder dry," 
said Colin Drummond, managing director of 
South Wfest Water's enterprise division. An- 
alysts believe the company will not buy back 
shares while the review is going on, suggest- 
ing the group will not make a move before 
1999 at the earliest 

The new landfill sites complement South 


West Water's existing landfills, which are most- 
ly in East Anglia and along the South Coast 
All these regions are expected to experience 
a shortage of landfill space in future. 

South West Wrier is likely to raise "forty 
Adams' prices. “In our view the price forty 
Adams charges per tonne of waste, in areas 
where demand is strong, is rather low,” said 
Mr Drummond He said Terry Adams would 
also benefit from South West’s ability to win 
planning applications. The group has won 


four of the last five applications it has 
submitted. 

An added advantage is that forty Adams’s 
lan dfills only accept active waste like domestic 

rubbish They enjoy better margins than ates 

which accept so-called inert waste such as 
building nibble. 

Mr Drummond said the introduction of 
the government’s landfill tax had not affect- 
ed demand for active waste landfill - which 
is largely supplied by local authorities - de- 


Seoul plunges to 
ten-year low as 
confidence ebbs 


The growing Asian debt burden 

Total external debt Ebn 


The Asian financial crisis 
deepened yesterday as 
the South Korean and 
Indonesian currencies 
and stock markets 
suffered another major 
foil. As Stephen Vines 
reports from Hong 
Kong, the scale of the 
problem has raised 
concern among 
European experts while 
the rescue package for 
South Korea is 
generating opposition. 


The South Korean stock mar- 
ket shuddered down to a 10- 
year low as blue chips plunged 
by 7 per cent and the local cur- 
rency, the won, lost yet another 
10 per cent of its value in early 
trading. 

The country opened its 
bond market to greater foreign 
investment, the day before 
rules for foreign ownership of 
listed companies were relaxed. 
These measures have long been 
urged on the Korean govern- 
ment but when they were im- 
plemented, foreign buyers 
resolutely shied away and their 
introduction was lost during an- 
other punishing day on Seoul’s 
financial markets. 

Poking its finger in the gap- 
ing hole caused by an almost to- 


tal lack of confidence in the 
government's fiscal policy, the 
central bank went back on its 
pledge not to uy to stabilise the 
won by intervening in foreign 
exchange markets and made a 
costly foray yesterday, costing 
an estimated $200m, in an at- 
tempt to stop the won going 
into total free fall. On Thurs- 
day the government admitted 
that it only had SlObn left in 
foreign exchange reserves^ so it 
could ffl afford the extravagance 
of intervening in the market. 

The situation in Korea is 
now so bad that practically 
every action taken by the gov- 
ernment is almost immediately 
undermined by fresh news of 
disaster. Yesterday it an- 
nounced that the Monetary 
Board would extend loans of 
S6.45bn to banks, merchant 
banks, investment trust com- 
panies and securities firms. 

Hours before the an- 
nouncement it was dear that it 
had come too late to rescue Ko- 
rea's fourth largest securities 
house Dongsuh Securities, part 
of the Kukdong Group, the 
country’s 3 1st largest con- 
glomerate. The failure of 
Dongsuh followed last week- 
end’s announcement that 
Coryo Securities was also go- 
ing out of business. 

Doubts about the ailing 
government’s ability to handle 
the crisis have been exacerbated 
by the slow arrival of funds from 


the S57bn International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) rescue pack- 
age. In addition, there is 
growing feeling that, although 
this is the largest rescue pack- 
age in history, it will not be suf- 
ficient to bail out the Korean 
economy. 

While Koreans contemplate 
these problems, demonstra- 
tors were out on the streets of 
Seoul protesting against the 
tough terms extracted by the 
IMF. These demonstrations re- 
flect a growing mood in the re- 
gion where the IMF conditions 
for rescuing East Asian 
economies are coming under 
increasingly critical scrutiny. 

Newspapers across the re- 
gion are running a slew of ar- 
ticles by academics, 
businessmen and others ques- 
tioning whether the IMF's in- 
sistence on tight monetary 
policy is really the best way of 
curing the Asian patients. They 
argue that the underlying eco- 
nomic strength of the region 
will be undermined by the lack 
of availability of funds for 
investment 

Thailand, Indonesia and 
South Korea have had to resort 
to IMF rescues in past months, 
and the Philippines is yet to 
emerge from an earlier IMF 
rescue. The region's most vo- 
cal critic of the IMF is Lhc 
Malaysian Prime Minister, Ma- 
hathir Mohamad, who believes 
that it is using its financial 
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Power chiefs summoned for coal talks 


musde to allow Western insti- 
tutions into previously pro- 
tected developing markets to 
buy cut price assets. 

Meanwhile in Indonesia, 
where the IMF rescue has yet 
to restore confidence, the mar- 
kets reacted with alarm yes- 
terday when it was announced 
that ill health would prevent 
President Suharto from at- 
tending a regional heads of 
state meeting this weekend. 

Mirroring the falls in Seoul, 
the local currency lost 10 per 
cent of its value and share 
prices sank by over 7 per cent. 
This brings the stockmarkeL 
down to 1993 levels and gave 
the currency its biggest one day 
fall against dollar. The rupiah 
has lost around a quarter of its 
value since the IMF was called 
in at the beginning of October 
and bas halved in value over 
the past year. 

Most other Asian markets 
were down yesterday but Hong 
Kong again showed its ability 
to surprise with the slockmar- 
ket managing a near 2 per 
cent rise, after the previous 
day’s fall of 5.5 per cent. Try- 
ing to make sense of this kind 
of volatility will inevitability lead 
to frustration. 

Meanwhile, analysts said 


Asia’s financial crisis was ex- 
pected to cut European Union 
growth by as much as half a per- 
centage point and lead central 
banks to pursue a more benign 
rate policy. Concerns in Europe 
were focused primarily on 
South Korea and the knock-on 
effects the financial panic there 
will have on other countries in 
the region, particularly Japan. 

Amid a less robust growth 
outlook, analysts expected Eu- 
ropean monetary authorities to 
shy away from tightening pol- 
icy aggressively. Most now 
reckon that a rise in short-term 
German interest rales will 
come about some lime in the 
first or second quarter of 1998. 

Most economists said the 
slower pace of EU growth rep- 
resented a “best case" scenario, 
one that assumed a timely res- 
olution to Asia's difficulties and 
avoided a more dire and glob- 
al systemic problem. 

Should the situation worsen 
beyond expectations, however, 
it is anyone's guess how events 
might unfold. The most fright- 
ening scenario is a situation in 
which an Asian country failed 
to honour its debt - a fear that 
is beating up in South Korea as 
it struggles to secure addition- 
al outside funding. 


Safeway was on bid alert 
last night as speculation 
persisted that the rival 
supermarkets group 
Asda was considering 
launching a hostile 
takeover. A merger of 
the two companies would 
create Britain’s biggest 
supermarket chain. 
Michael Harrison reports. 


The heads of Britain’s biggest 
power generators and Richard 
Budge of RJB Mining have 
been summoned to a meeting 
with the Paymaster General Ge- 
offrey Robinson on Monday to 
thrash out a deal to keep the 
pits open. 

AH three coal-fired genera- 
tors - National Power, Power- 
Gen and Eastern - wiU attend 
the meeting at the Treasury, 
which is scheduled to start mid- 
afternoon and continue until an 
agreement has been struck. 

The meeting follows the 
confusion which surrounded 
Tony Blair’s Commons an- 
nouncement last week that an 
agreement had been reached 
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Cavalry is on the way, but it may be too late 
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whether the $57bn (£345bn) 
emergency credit arranged for 
South Korea will be enough to 
bring the crisis to an end. One 
is the scale of the overseas 
debts the loan has to cover. The 
other is whether Seoul is wil- 
ing to correct the policy mis- 
takes that got it into such a mess 
in the first place. 

South Korea’s short-term 
overseas debts are now put at 
SlOObn, the bulk of its total 
debts. Although some of this re- 
flects tending between branch- 
es of Korean banks and 
companies, some $40bn is 


thought to Deed refinancing in 
the nest two weeks. 

The IMF itself is putting for- 
ward $21bn in credit, $52>6bn 
of which it has already lent, with 
another $5.5 8bn available by 8 
January. If this turns out not to 
be enough to stabilise the cur- 
rency, the World Bank will chip 
in with SlObn, Japan SlObn, the 
US $5bn and the Asian Devel- 
opment Bank $4bn. 

Amongst six smaller lenders. 
Britain has offered to make 
available SlJ25ba if necessary 
via a loan from die Bank of Eng- 
land. The international offi- 


cials who negotiated this pack- 
age, the biggest emergency fi- 
nancing arrangement of its kind 
yet, believe that it is big enough 
- provided Seoul adheres to the 
conditions set down by the 
IMF. Indeed, they expect that 
none of the loans apart from the 
IMF contribution will actually 
need to be drawn. 

Financial analysts are less 
convinced. Urn Chang YueJ, 
South Korea's finance minster, 
admitted the foreign currency 
reserves have fallen to just 
SlObn, less than a single 
month’s worth of imports. It is 


not completely clear that the 
funds are in place to repay all 
the debts that will come due in 
the short term, even though the 
government has said it will 
guarantee all the corporate 
debts. 

Even well-known names 
amongst the conglomerates, 
like LG and Hyundai, have 
debt-equity ratios in the region 
of 350-450 per cent, according 
to official statistics. The tighter 
interest rate policy the IMF has 
imposed on South Korea will 
push up the cost of servicing 
debts, causing serious cash- 
flow problems. 

The real doubts, however, 
concern the prospects for im- 
plementation of the IMF con- 
ditions. Apart from the 
standard fund medicine of rais- 
ing interest rates and slashing 
government budgets - the IMF 
being a great believer in the the- 
ory that if it isn't hurting it isn’t 
working - these include re- 
structuring the financial sector, 
opening the economy to more 
foreign trade and investment, 
redrawing the corporate sector 
and making the jobs market far 
more flexible. 


This is no small programme, 
and any government would hes- 
itate to embrace these terms - 
□ever mind a new government 
not involved in negotiating the 
deal in the first place. 

Michel Camdessus, the 
IMF's managing director, has 
expressed his confidence that 
Seoul will stick to the deal. Pri- 
vately, fond officials say the gttv- 
emment wiU have no choice, 
because otherwise it will not get 
the emergency loans and would 
have to default on repayments. 

Even so, many in the finan- 
cial markets are highly critical 
of the South Korean govern- 
ment's attitude to the crisis. An 
analyst who did not wish to be 
named said: “We haven't yet 
seen any sign from the Korean 
authorities that they accept any 
responsibility for the crisis or are 
willing to take corrective ac- 
tions." Few expect to get those 
signs before next week’s elec- 
tion. But South Korea will have 
less than a month between then 
and the disbursement of the suc- 
ceeding tranche of IMF credit 
in the New Year to persuade 
foreign investors that it is will- 
ing to be rescued. 


Rumours swept the market yes- 
terday that Asda was raising a 
large amount of bank debt in 
readiness to strike for Safeway. 
An Asda spokeswoman cate- 
gorically denied that the group 
was putting together a debt fa- 
cility. But Safeway and its fi- 
nancial advisers were still said to 
be ready to mount a vigorous bid 
defence. 

Talks about a £9bn merger of 
the two companies collapsed in 
September after news of the dis- 
cussions leaked and it became 
apparent that any deal would al- 
most certainly have been re- 
ferred to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

A merger between the two 
would create a supermarket gi- 
ant with 153 per cent of the UK's 
£85bn-a~year food retailing mar- 
ket, 600 stores and 125,000 em- 
ployees, outstripping Tesco and 
Sainsbury in size. 

At the time of the abortive 
merger talks, Safeway said a 
combination of the two groups 
would produce savings of about 
£200m a year through the com- 
bination of purchasing, infor- 
mation technology and 
marketing budgets. There would 
also be in the region of 1,000 to 
1500 job losses. 

The rationale behind the 
merger would be to create a third 
force in the UK supermarket ca- 
pable of taking on the rwo mar- 
ket leaders, particularly in the 
South-east. where Tesco controls 
70 per cent of the superstore 
market Asda has an amhitious 
pounds 260m plan to double its 
chain of hypermarkets with 13 
new openings by 1999. 

However, a hostile bid would 
still be fraught with complica- 
tions. Archie Norman, the Asda 
chairman, is deputy chairman of 
the Conservative party. The 
President of the Board of Trade 
Margaret Beckett has gained a 
reputation for blocking mergers 
which reduce competition and is 
thought almost certain to refer 
any Asda-Safeway deal to the 
MMC. 

Since the collapse of the 
merger talks Safeway has slipped 
in value from £43bn to £3.7bn 
while Asda's stock market cap- 
italisation has grown from 
£4.9bn to £5.2bn. 
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spite a Ambling in charges. In contrast, de- 
mand for inert landfill has fallen sharply as 
a result of the tax. 

Mr DrummoDd said the acquisition was 
part of South West Water's strategy of .build- 
ing up its profits from unregulated activities, 
in t he year to last March the divisions which 
fall outside the industry regulator’s control 
maitc operating profits of £12.901, compared 
to a £1 1 1.7m contribution from the regulat- 
ed Whter & Sewage business 
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between the generators and 
that Mr Budge that would keep 
all RJB’s pits open until next 
June. Despite the Prime Min- 
ister’s statement, it quickly 
emerged that no agreement 
had been reached and that 
none of the generators had 
signed up to take more coal 
supplies from RJB. 

Mr Robinson has been try- 
ing to broker a deal for the past 
fortnight to avoid the political 
embarrassment of heavy job 
losses being announced in the 
coal industry in the run-up to 
Christmas. 

It is feared that half of 
RJB's 17 deep mines could 
dose with 5,000 job losses. 
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JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY THE 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
NEEDS TO LOOK 
AFTER THE RETAIL 
INVESTOR AND 
THE DEATH OF 
THE ASIAN MODEL 


In the end, it’s the little guy who matters 


The Stock Exchange’s new order- 
driven trading system continues to 
amaze with its ability to distort store 
prices and disadvantage small in- 
vestors. The FTSE 100 index has 
been yoyoing around all week, er- 
ratically and randomly moving this 
way and dial To the outride ob- 
server. there’s little way of telling 
what's real and what isn't If the ex- 
change cannot provide an ordered 
and transparent market place for 
share trading, what purpose does 
it have? 

So serious have the problems be- 
come that a series of change have 
been introduced to prevent the mar- 
ket being distorted on New Year’s 
Eve, traditionally a thin day for trad- 
ing, but an all important one be- 
cause the closing index of the year 
is widely used for valuation pur- 
poses by organisations and institu- 
tional investors. 

The most important of these 
changes is that for this one day the 
exchange wQl suspend the normal 
rules of the market place and as- 
sess the dosing index itself, by 
throwing out prices it regards as 
anomalous. This is as dose to an ad- 
mission of failure as it is possible 
to get without being explicit about 
it If the dosing price of a market 
is determined not by the market but 


by an independent adjudicator, 
then by definition it is no longer a 
market. If on the other hand the in- 
dependent acfjudxaLor’s guess at the 
“reaT level of the market is a more 
reliable one than the trading system 
generates, then plainly the system 
has failed. 

Technically, Sets has been a 
great success, having crashed only 
once since its launch on 20 Octo- 
ber. But praokaSy it has been a dis- 
aster, with very little by way of 
rmtjgatioa. It is no wonder many are 
giving up on the new system (Sets 
only accounts for 40 per cent of 
trades in the stocks it covers), pre- 
ferring instead lo deal either directly 

with market makers or to use the 
old quote driven system; the prices 
just aren't reliable. 

The main problem is with so 
called “rogue trades”, which gen- 
erally happen first thing in the 
morning or at the end of the day 
when there is not much activity. 
What activity there is often takes 
place at unrepresentative prices, 
which in turn distorts the opening 
or dosing leveL As a consequence 
the FTSE 100 has since the new sys- 
tem was launched been subject to 
wild gyrations not at ah reflective 
of what is really happening in the 
market. 


Sometimes, as appeals to have 
happened a few weeks ago with 
some late trading in phannaceuti- 
cal stocks by JP Morgan, this is done 
with the deliberate intention of dis- 
torting the market, presumably be- 
cause of a matching futures or 
options position. But most of the 
time the distortion is random and 
of innocent intent A rogue price is 
entered, more in hope than antici- 
pation, and some fool picks it up. 

Unfortunately, the effect is for 
from innocent Many will trust these 
prices as a basis for making an in- 
vestment decision. Worse, those 
who instruct their broker to deal at 
the best available price (a not un- 
reasonable way of proceeding) could 
and do find themselves dealing ai the 
rogue prices, since these might be 
the only ones available at the time. 

As always, it is the investors least 
capable aflookmg after their own in- 
terests - generally small retail in- 
vestors - that tend to gel the most 
disadvantaged. Without a real han- 
dle on what’s going on in the mar- 
ket, your chances of losing money are 
(hat much higher under the new sys- 
tem than the old It scarcely needs 
saying that a market which favours 
the insider over the outsider is an im- 
perfect and potentially corrupt one. 

It is hard to know what can be 


done to solve these problems. So 
much has been invested in the new 
system, both in terms of money and 
ego, that there is no question of 
abandoning it and going fully back 
to the okL It is also important to bear 
in mind that this new trading system 
is actually what the big users of the 
stock market - institutional investors 
- wanted and lobbied for. Without 
going over to an order driven sys- 
tem, it was often said when the de- 
bate was raging, there was a real risk 
of London losing out to the com- 
puter based systems of France and 
Frankfurt. It was a question of 
modernise, or die, the Stock Ex- 
change executive would insist. 

Bm wash really right to copy the 
Continental bourses? The order 
drivensystemseemstohaveworfced 
well in France and Frankfurt, but 
these are small exchanges by com- 
parison with London, and tbe degree 
to which they need to cater for tbe 
retail investor is smaller stflL Big in- 
stitutional investors can usually took 
after their own interests. For some 
of them, it is questionable that they 
need an exchange at alL Tbe new sys- 
tem is being used by many as just a 
sounding board for a growing level 
of ofimarket trading. That in turn 
is squeezing another category of 
share trader, the agency broker. 


Curiously, the market which the 
Stock Exchange's old quote drives 
system bears most resemblance to 
is Nasdaq, “the market for the 21st 
century”, as it calls itself in its TV 
advertisements. How odd that a sys- 
tem the stock exthange seems to re- 
gard as old fashioned and out of date 
is the one that attracts the world’s 
best high technology growth stocks 
and is the most important rival in tbe 
US to the New York stock ex- 
change. How odd too that Nasdaq 
specifically targets tbe retail in- 
vestor as tire one it is in business to 
serve. Somewhere along the line, our 
own Stock Exchange seems to have 
lost the plot 

For those of us who believe in the 
free market, the most satisfying 
thing about tire crisis in Korea and 
elsewhere in tire Pacific Rim is the 
way it has vindicated the short ter- 
mist, non interventionist approach 
of Will Street and the Qty. Rrr many 
years now, it has been fashionable 
to look longingly at the example of 
japan, her dones in the Far East, and 
other examples of communitarian 
capitalism and ask, “why don't we 
do it like that”? 

The answer is now apparent; (he 
long term relationships built up in 
these economies between bankers, 


investors, companies and govern- 
ments, far from yielding a compet- 
itive advantage, has actually led to 
some extremely poor investment de- 
risions, to a molly coddling of un- 
necessary and uneconomic 
companies and projects. 

So concentrated on the long 
term have some of these countries 
become that they seem to have lost 
all sight of the need for short term 
profit and plain good housekeeping. 
These very dose between partner- 
ships between industry, finance and 
government, seem to have resulted 
less in the lor® term good and more, 
as we now know, in uncommercial 
favouri tism and misaDocation of 
cap i tal . Our own arms length. An- 
glo Saxon capitalist ways may have 
their drawbacks, but at least we don't 
buQd uneconomic car plants (unless 
we are bribing the Japanese and the 
Koreans to do it for us, ofcrmise, with 
large amounts of state aid). 

The lesson for Tbny Blair and 
New Labour of what’s happened in 
tbe IhrEast is an uncomfortable one 
- that there may be no middle way 
between the American model with 
its often brutal social consequences, 
and old style socialist ideals. Cer- 
tainly we are unlikely to be hearing 
for some time of the role model at- 
tributes of Asia. 


Burton forms home 
shopping joint venture 
with Littlewoods 


Who Hi be in EMU? The financial markets 1 view 

Tire closer attar countries get to On fasted basal kne (Germany) 

Hm more Rksty they are to join EMU. 

Long term Percentage 
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Burton Group and 
Littlewoods, two of the 
best known names in 
L British retailing, are 
“ linking up to launch a 
new, mega mail-order 
company. The venture 
marks a new aggressive 
mood at Littlewoods and 
is further evidence 
of the convergence 
between home shopping 
and the .high street. 
Someerw Ahmad reports. 

Tbe new company will contain 
all of Burton’s fashion multiples 
home shopping businesses, in- 
cluding Dorothy Peririus, Rac- 
ing Green, Tbp Shop and 
Hawkshead. Burton will hold a 
65 percent interest with little- 
woods, the family run mail or- 
der to pools company, taking a 
35 per cent stake for £15m 
paid to Burton. 

Bunon. will receive royalties 
based on sales from the new 
venture as well as its share of 
profits. Although tbe new ven- 
ture will be managed by Burton 


director Robin Klein, it will be 
controlled on a 50’S) joint ba- 
sis. The new company will have 
access to six million customers, 
double Burton’s current data- 
base. In a separate agreement 
Littlewoods will feature all of 
Burton’s fashion brands on 
around 30 pages of its estab- 
lished home shopping cata- 
logues. Bany Gibson. 
Littlewoods new chief executive, 
said the deal marked a change 
to a more “outward looking cul- 
ture,’’ at the company. James 
Ross, Littlewoods’ chairman, 
said the Burton deal was one of 
several likely joint ventures. 
Speaking as Littlewoods an- 
nounced a 75 per cent jump in 
half year operating profit to 
£46m, as strong mail order sales 
offset a slump in takings from 
the football pools business, Mr 
Ross said the company hoped 
to bid to run the National Lot- 
tery as part of a joint venture 
when tbe current licence ran out 
in 2001. “A lot of people have 
approached us about this. We 
are looking at bidding to run the 
Lottery.” Intense competition 
from the new mid-week Lottery 
left Littlewoods’ trading profits 


from its leisure division 24 per 
cent down to £8.9m in the half 
year to October 

Burton said the partnership, 
which was initiated by Bany 
Gibson, Littlewoods’ new chief 
executive, would enable it to ac- 
celerate the growth of its home 
shopping business. John Ho- 
eroer. Burton's chief executive 
said: “Our home shopping busi- 
ness is ready io expand. We are 
now in a position to accelerate 
this process by utilising Little- 
woods extensive expertise and 
home shopping infrastructure." 

James Ross, Liulewood’s 
chairman, denied the deal was 
a poor substitute for its failure 
to buy Freemans, the Sears 
mail order group. Littlewoods 
was blocked from buying Free- 
man’s by the competition au- 
thorities earlier this year. “This 
deal give us a much lower risk 
and a shorter payback than 
Freemans would have,” said 
Mr Ross, “Freemans would 
have given us scale overnight, 
but it would have tied up our 
management time.” Tbe bid 
for Freemans cost the compa- 
ny £4m. however that was off- 
set by a VAT rebate. 
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TOWARDS EMU: H Hie fine moves towards the German base fine It means 
Investor no longer reqtJre such a high premim lor hating ttal country's bonds 
compared lo German ones, because they are confident me currency wont 
devalue against the mark in other words, they think that country wlil be locked into 
a single currency with Germany in 10 years' Dme. 

AWAY FROM EMU: However, it they mink the country wool be in EMU. that if w« 
have higher inflation, and that there is a risk of a future devaluation against the 
mart, then they will demand an extra prami/n tor holding that country's bonds, so 
the line will move away from the base. 

When will EMU start? The City Analysts' View. 

The Indepwdem asked analysts from: 

Nikkn Europe, Paine Webber, ABN Amro. JP Morgan. Deutsche Morgan GrenteB 
Salomon Brothers. Goldman Sachs, HSBC Jamas Capri, UBS 
what probabtfity they placed on EMU starting on time. 


Probability EMU starts on time 
ProbatMy EMU s deteyed: 
Probabtfity EMU never happens 


(81% last week) 
05% last week) 
(4% last week) 


Summit to give 
clues on likely 
head of ECB 


Tbe Euro summit, due to fin- 
ish this evening, may provide 
clues about the yet-to-be -cho- 
sen head of (he European Cen- 
tral Bank (ECB), an issue 
which could be crucial to 
EMU’s success. 

Rita Scbuhmacber of NIkko 
Europe said: “I think it [a sig- 
nal about the likely ECB head] 
is more likely than many peo- 
ple expect ... It must be a 
candidate who has the confi- 
dence of the markets”. 

Tbe markets’ favoured can- 
didate is Wim Duisenberg, the 
Bundesbank-backed Dutch- 
man. Michael Lewis of 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell re- 
marked: “The markets are 
quite nervous that some polit- 
ical deal could be done aver the 
head of (he ECB. Markets re- 
ally don’t like politicians in- 
terfering with central banks, as 
politicians typically try and en- 
gineer weaker currencies". 

There has been speculation 
that the French could withdraw 
the candidature of Jean-Qaude 
Trichet, governor of tbe Bank 
of France, in return for certain 
concessions, such as a French- 
approved bead of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. Lea Paterson 


European commissioner attacks BSkyB alliance with BT 


!kTt S 


hit out at two alliances between 
media companies which could 
cause “serious” concern. 

It said yesterday that it had 
“serious doubts” about the 
7 £18bn merger of the publishers 
Reed Elsevier and Wolters 
Khxwer and had decided -to 
open an in-depth investigation 
into the deal. In a statement, 
the EC said there were “very 
significant overlaps between 
the activities of both parties in 
several areas (for example in 
the areas of legal and tax pub- 


lishing), where tbe position of 
either one or both of the par- 
ties seems already strong at the 
moment”. The EC has four 
months to announce a final de- 
rision on the deal 

Mark Armour, chief finan- 
cial officer of Reed, said yes- 
terday: “It’s premature to 
speculate where the European 
Commission wQl focus particu- 
larly. There will be an enormous 
amount of communication be- 
tween us and the EC over the 
coming months.” 

The market did nor appear 


ABN Amro set to pay £65m 
for BZW Australasia 


to be concerned by the an- 
nouncement, and Reed shares 
closed up 19p to 619p. Analysis 
said it was possible the EC 
could ask Reed and Wolters to 
make some disposals in order to 
get clearance for the deal. 

In a separate move, Karel 
Van Mien, the European com- 
petition commissioner, attacked 
BSkyB's alliance with BT, say- 
ing “it risks creating a monop- 
oly”. The pair are partners in 
British Interactive Broadcasting 
(BIB), which is also backed by 
Matsushita Electric and Midland 


Bank. BSkyB’s shares dropped 
I3p to42Sp on ihc news The EC 
is presently investigating BIB. 
which is lo provide interactive 
services for digital television. 

Mr Van Mien said ihc an- 
ticipation of a European single 
currency was the catalyst for an 
explosion in the number of 
mergers. He added that the EC 
would have been notified of 
around 150 mergers and 
takeovers by the end of l*W. an 
increase of 15 per cent on the 
previous year. 

- Cathy Newman 


ABN Amro. »he Duieh bank, 
will next week announce the 
purchase of BZW Australasia, 
an investment banking business 
owned by Barclays Bank, ac- 
cording to banking sources. 
-ABN is expected to pay around 
AS160m (£65m). 

Barclays first put BZW Aus- 
tralasia up for sale in October, 
with other parts of BZW, its in- 
vestment banking arm. Barclays 
initially intended to sell the 
businesses as a package, but no 
suitable buyer emerged. Parts 


of the UK investment banking 
operations were sold to Cred- 
it Suisse First Boston in No- 
vember, leaving Barclays to 
dispose of its Asian and Aus- 
tralasian investment banking 
businesses separately. Neither 
Barclays nor ABN Amro would 
confirm rumours that they 
would soon make an an- 
nouncement, though ABN 
Amro admitted it was talking to 
Barclays. A Barclays spokesper- 
son said BZW Australasia sale 
talks were “progressing” 


Committee appointment 
for ‘Independent’ journalist 

Dr Diane Coyle, Economics Editor of The Independent , 
has been appointed as a member of the Statistics Advi- 
sory Committee. She joins a group of IS existing advis- 
ers on the committed. The committee includes both data 
users and data providers, drawn from business, the me- 
dia, the academic world, and from government departments 
and other public bodies. The Statistics Advisory Committee 
was established in April 1996 when the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) was created. It plays a key role in the gov- 
ernance of official statistics. It offers authoritative and in- 
dependent advice to the Director of ONS, Tim Holt, on 
the statistical work of the Office, on annual corporate tar- 
gets and on his responsibilities as Head of the Govern- 
ment Statistical Service. 

Buoyant debut for Marchpole 

M archpole Holdings, which designs, sources and distributes 
menswear and boyswear under licence from Yves Saint Lau- 
rent Couture SA, celebrated its first day on the stock mar- 
ket with the news that it has been awarded a licence to supply 
YSL casual wear to an existing YSL licensee in Japan. 
Under tire terms of the five-year licence, Marchpole will sup- 
ply its casualwear ranges to guaranteed minimum purchase 
volumes and all royalties will be paid by the existing Japan- 
ese licensee. Marchpole’s only investment is in the adver- 
tising and marketing of tbe product. Tbe group’s shares 
reached 123 Jp each by the dose of trade, up 13 Jp - or 12 
per cent on the 1 lOp share placing price. 

Explosive sale for ICI 

ICI is selling its 51 per cent stake in South African-based 
explosives business AEG to joint venture partner for $1 17m 
in cash. The sale is the latest in a series of cash divest- 
ments as ICI focuses more closely on specialty chemicals, 
coatings and materials sectors of foe chemical industry .The 
deal would be broadly earnings neutral and the proceeds 
woidd be used to cut debt, ICI said. AEL's sales in 1996 
were $221 m and trading profits were $32m. The business 
had net assets of $54m at the end of 1996 and employed 
around 3,800 people. 

Drew baffled by share price fail 

Drew Scientific Group yesterday said it knew of no reason 
why its share price has fallen, adding that “foe group's new 
products offer significant competitive advantages in their 
respective market sectors". Shares have fallen 37 per cent 
since June. After foe statement they rose to end the day 
at 90p, up 7p. The Cumbria company has developed sys- 
tems to test for diabetes and heart disease, taking advan- 
tage of national campaigns aimed at more early diagnosis 
of the conditions On 17 November Drew reported an in- 
terim loss of £150,000, up from a loss of £62,000 pounds 
in the same period last year. Drew's heart disease test has 
benefited from a new trend for more health screening in 
doctor’s surgeries rather than in hospitals, analysts said. Tbe 
company said the test has received “a large amount of in- 
terest” from potential buyers. 
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DEREK PAIN 


Energy turns on the heat 


Its been a week to remember 
for British Energy, the nuclear 
power group once regarded as 
the privatisation too far. 

On Wednesday it was se- 
lected for Footsie member- 
ship and yesterday the 
soon- tome rge UBS invest- 
ment house lifted its target 
price from 420p to SSOp. 

Its all a far cry from the sum- 
mer of last year when the 
group came to the stock mar- 
ket It was the most contro- 
versial of the Tory 
Government’s share sales, 
prompting a fierce debate 
among the Government's ad- 
visers about the level the shares 
should be priced. In the end 
the company was offered at a 
knock down £1.4bn. And on 
the first day of dealings Lhe 
shares ended below their sale 
price with the partly paid down 
to 94p. 

Since then the second in- 


stalment has been collected 
making the flotation price the 
equivalent of203p. 

The shares, up 45p to a new 
441 -5p high, give the group a 
£3.1bn capitalisation. 

Energy’s latest progress oc- 
curred as Footsie ended a 
three day losing run, gaining a 
modest 93 points to 5.045.2 in 
thin trading. There were signs 
the market is already winding 
down for the Christmas holi- 
days. Far Eastern worries con- 
tinued to hover and there was 
vague unease about US inter- 
est rates. 

Asda, Arm at 173p, was 
thought to be on a cash raising 
exercise, reawakening expec- 
tations it has a major acquisi- 
tion in its sights. Again 
attention was directed at Safe- 
way, little changed at 344p. 

Retailers, generally, re- 
mained unsettled on the slow 
build-up of the Christmas shop- 


ping spree. Dixons, however, 
put on 1 1 .5p to hjH Jp. Dresdnur 
Klcinwnrl Benson downgraded 
this vears profit estimate by 
£10m to £255m hut kept the 
shares on its buy list- Marks «& 
Spencer lost !0.5p to btlflp fol- 
lowing SBC Warburg sell advice. 

Vodafone fell ftp to 4tNp. 
Lehman Brothers edged up its 
profit expectations and put a 
47Up 12 month target on the 
shares. 

UBS was thought to he re- 
sponsible fora 7p pre»gression 
to 544p by BAT Industries and 
rail maintenance group Jarvis 
advanced 12p to 355p as UBS 
signalled a 45ftp target. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries was little changed at 
V2fi.5p. It is selling a control- 
ling stake in a South African ex- 
plosives operation: Merrill 
Lynch is taking a more bullish 
stance, lifting its short term rec- 
ommendation to buv. 


Financials produced some 
strong gains with GRE up 
I2.25p lo 328p and Commer- 
cial Union 31p to 886p. Nor- 
wich Union dipped 3p to 3Slp 
with Salomon Smith Barney 
cautious. 

Three- newcomers ap- 
peared. Marchpole, placed at 
1 10p, ended at I24.5p; its de- 
but was accompanied by a con- 

Share spotlight 

share price, pence 
220 


Phytopharm 
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tract to supply Yves Saint Lau- 
rent eaoinl wear to a Japanese 
customer. Gooch & Houscgtx 
making optical components, 
closed at l27Jp from a 105p 
placing and General Indus- 
tries reached 35p from a 25p 
sale price. 

Cordiant, the advertising 
and marketing group doing 
the splits, firmed to llOp. 
Shareholders get one Cordiant 
Communications share and 
one Saalchi & Saaichi share for 
every two Cordiant shares. 
Dealings start on Monday. 

Phytopharm. seeking drugs 
from herbal remedies, flowered 
7.5p to 53 jp as Nomura took 
a 17.1 per cent stake. The 
shares came from Ethical 
Holdings which at one time had 
a 2S-5 per cent interest- Phy- 
topharm was floated at 175p a 
share in April last year. The 
shares hit 2Wp early this year. 

Drew Scientific rose 7p to 


90n after the company said it 
could not explain the recent 

V 


snare — . r- 

in line with expectations. Ear- 
lier this year the shares were 
above 190p. 

Shield Diagnostics en- 
couraging progress report and 
continuing hopes that Abbot, 
the US group will take a stake, 
took the price 25p higher to 
747 jp. 

Amin ex. the oil and gas 



LUC 1UI LUC* — ■ 

tie changed at 592>p as Credfl 

Suisse First Boston was revealed 
as the buyer of the 4.85 per cent 

Canadian stake which went 
through lhe market this week. 

Tullow Ofl enjoyed a late 
run, up 7.75p to 146.75p as take 
over hopes mingled with ex- 
pectations of Bangladesh con- 
cessions but RioTinto fell 38p 
to 71 Sp as slumping metal 
prices took their tofl. 


tak i ng stock 

Proteas International roseSp 
to «5p as int erest g rew ra g 
BSE detection system. Anln^ 
company has soccessM^cnofl^ . 
pleted a field or the de- 

veloping tab* is ■* 

diagnosing ibedfaeasemtams 
^drooldheasedmslan^- 

tertnrases. The Dublin Gov- 
ernment is keen. There are 
go-nation that if final tests are 
^uS« S ful it win mate them, 
mandatory and press for adop- 
tion across Enrope. Like most 
biotech groups Proteus, with 
finks to ML Laboratories, 
has bad an erratic "de. It 
shares nearly hit 400p in 19M. 

Tyadepoint, the stock market in 
miniature which was expected 
to boom with the advent of or- 
der driven trading, feU 7 jp to 
65 p. The shares touched 14&5p 
as the new order arrived and 
tkadepoint benefited from a 
cash injection. 
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Russia holds pot of 

gold for those who 
risk assault course 


More than 400 British 
companies have decided 
that the benefits of 
investing the new Russia 
outweigh the risks. 

Phil Reeves reports from 
Moscow on why the 
former Soviet Union 
holds Eastern promise 
for UK investors. 


It is one of those announce- 
ments that sounds like a future 
Trivial Pursuit question, a tiny 
punctuation mark in history 
which we will one day look back 
on with damp-eyed affection. 
More than 30 years after first 
securing fridge space in swing- 
ing Britain, Tbpperware has fi- 
nally arrived m Russia. 

The multinational is launch- 
ing operations in St Petersburg 
with unabashed optimism. 
“The Tbpperware career and 
earnings opportunity axe being 
well received,” boasted its chief 
executive, Rick Goings in his 
best business-speak. 

His company -is entering 
one of the toughest heats on the 
planet On the one hand, there 
is the endemic corruption, bu- 
reaucracy, legislative chaos and 
(for some) the n^htmare of dis- 
tributing over a sparsely pop- 
ulated country that stretches 
across 11 time zones. On the 
other, there are 147 millio n new 
consumers, low labour costs, a 
highly educated population, 
and a large economy founded 
on vast natural . resources. 

So far, some 400 British 
companies have pondered this 
equation and concluded that 
the benefits outweigh the risks 


-particularly in oil and gas. BP 
and Royal Dutch/SbeJl this 
month agreed to spend about 
$4bn in Russia's under-fi- 
nanced oil sector, eclipsing all 
previous investments. 

This is not to say that today’s 
investors and businesses have 
no serious worries. A govern- 
ment corruption scandal has 
greatly weakened the Russ- 
ian’s government's team of 
pro- western economists led by 
Anatoly Chubais, and will slow 
down reforms. And a battle is 
looming over the stability of the 
rouble; the crisis on the world 
markets, which has prompted 
an exodus of $5bn of foreign 
money from the domestic T-bill 
market. To defend the 
currency, the Russian Central 
Bank is preparing to draw on 
it J21Jbn reserves. 

Yet businesses have seen 
worse threats come and go. In 
the three years anas SmithKline 
Beecham has been in Russia, its 
sales have risen 800 per cent 

The Anglo-American health 
care company will this year sell 
something close to SUHhn 
worth of cosmetics and phar- 
maceutical products into Russia 
which are imported from its 
western European plants. It 
knows the “headline" prob- 
lems - the demands for pro- 
tection money, the 500 annual 
contract killings, the stories 
about conmen dressing up as 
customs officers and taking de- 
livery of lonyloads of produce. 

But the first two of these 
blights affect Russians far more 
than established foreign firms, 
and the last is relatively rare. 
Ear less is said about the daily 
hurdles that they must over- 
come to trade successfully. 


Wei come 

Moscow 


■fake, for example, “parallel 
importing” and “ grey customs 
clearance". When SmithKline 
Beecham imports a lonytaad of 
toothpaste or headache pills, it 
pays import duties which are 
then passed on to the price-tag. 

Middle-men have found 
that they can market the same 
items cheaper in Russia by 
buying them from SmithKline 
Beecham in the West, and im- 
porting them independently - 
bribing the customs with a pay- 
off which is much less than the 
duty. Thus, the company finds 
itself competing with its own 
products on Russian soil. 

Nor are these the only un- 
scrupulous rivals who eat away 
at profit margins of western 
consumer goods manufactur- 
ers. The markets of Russia 
and the former Soviet Union 
are packed with cheap imitation 
products produced in India 
and Turkey. “Look at this," said 
SmithKline’s general manager 
in the former Soviet Union, 
Paul Carter, brandishing a 
Turkish-made toothbrush with 
the same shape and livery as 
Aquafresh brush, but with a dif- 
ferent name. "1 went to an out- 
door market in St Petersburg 
where there were boxes and 
boxes of these. They were sell- 
ing five for eveiy one of ours 
as they were much cheaper.” 

But for mast businesses forg- 
ers are overshadowed by an- 
other overriding concern. “Ask 
me what’s tough about Russia," 
said one western executive of- 
ficial, “and Twill give you three 
answers. fax, tax, and tax." 

The chaos after the col- 
lapse of Soviet-style central 
planning spawned a system 
that is incomprehensible and 




Risks and benefits: Western businesses are taking their chance in Russia 


hugely abused, 'typically, a law- 
abiding foreign company can 
expect to have to pay up to 100 
of the country's more than 200 
different taxes. Just charting a 
path through the labyrinth of 
different laws can prove baffling 
even to the best qualified ac- 
countants - and places a hefty 
burden on administrative costs. 
“There is a huge grey area 
where we are just not sure what 


the right answer is," com- 
plained the same expatriate. 

Mistakes can be costly; the 
tax police have the power to seize 
assets, freeze bank accounts, 
and even suspend operating li- 
cences if a company foils to set- 
tle an alleged tax debt within a 
mere 10 days. Appealing against 
their rulings requires a long 
and costly trek through the 
conns. The system is also laden 


Jobs for life are 
an enduring fact 


Jobs last as long on 
average in the 1990s as 
they did In the 1970s. 

New research debunks 
the myth that the job 
for life is history. 

Diane Cayfe, Economics 
Editor, ponders whether 
this means insecurity 
really is afl in the mfod. 

The average length of time for 
which people typically hold a job 
has scarcely change d over the 
past 20 years. On average, 
women stay in the same job for 
12 years and men for 18 yeais. 

TVa mioraim A 


range of experiences, according 
to research published yesterday 
by the Centre for Economic Pol- 
icy Research. For men, 24 per 
cent of jobs last more than 30 
years, 40 per cent mare than 20 
years, but 24 per cent less than 
five yeais Among wemen, lBper 
cent stay in jobs for more than 20 
years, but 41 per emit for less than 
five years. 

However, these proportions 
have changed little over the 
years. Author Simon Burgess, an 
economist at the University of 
Bristol, said: “There is no strong 
tendency for shorter job tenures." 

His research also established 


that people with higher educa- 
tion are more likely to stay in jobs 
for only a short tune. Fteople with 
a degree are significantly more 
likely to stay in a job for 1 ess than 
a year and to move frequently. 

Women with pre-school chil- 
dren are the other group most 
likely to have been in a given job 
for less than 12 months. 

A comparison across coun- 
tries also suggests that jobs in the 
flexible UK labour market last 
longer than in Italy. The proba- 
bility that a 35-year old man 
working in industry has been in 
the same job for at least five years 
is 53 per cent in Britain compared 
to 49 per cent in Italy. 

Mr Burgess said: “Pears of a 
dramatic change in the nature of 
work, and the emergence of a 
new industrial peasantry, are 
overdone." 

Similar evidence was used by 
the Conservative government 
before tbe election to claim that 
job insecurity was all in the 
mind. However, the new papers 
concede that insecurity might 
have other dimensions. 

For example, the risk of un- 
employment has risen since the 
mid- 1970s. Insecurity could also 
reveal itself in longer working 
hours, lower pay rises or short- 
er contracts, even if they are 
normally renewed. 


with regulations that are tanta- 
mount to taxes on gross revenue 
rather than profit 

It is into these perilous but 
profitable waters that Tupper- 
ware is now venturing. A pot of 
gold lies on the horizon, but so 
do plenty of landmines. Their 
sales staff may now be prepar- 
ing for their first Russian Tbp- 
perware party, but it is far too 
soon to celebrate. 
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From little things: techno artist creates ultimate jigsaw 
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Techno-art Photomosaics - such as 
Flamingo (above), Jeune Homme Nu 
(below) based on Hippotyte Flan- 
drinks Young Man by the Sea and 
commissioned por t ra i ts of AI Gore, 
United States Vice-President, and 
Bill Gates, president of computer 



giant Microsoft - are created by 
Robert Silver, president and chief 
executive officer of Runway Tech- 
nology in Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts. Silver, 28, developed a 
software program which arranges 
thousands of tiny photographs to 


make a different single image visi- 
ble from a distance, as the details 
from Flamingo and the bather on 
this page show. A number of Sil- 
ver^ shifting-focus, densely detailed 
works have been made into posters 
i& Rob Silvers www.photomosaic.com 
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This Christmas, go: to Soria before he gets to you. Ask for the new Siemens SlO. which has just bt 


voted the Best Business 'Viobile in the Wcrlc ;:y Connect mggazina and which comes with 1G hours 

Better 
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Siemens. 
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Reports and pictures from our campaign 
conference at Westminster 
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Knickers to you - Cole Moneton meets Joe Corre, the 

king of sexy underwear 


South London siren - actress Tara Fitzgerald talks to Jasper 
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If paradise were half as nice 


LISE 

IS 
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The aquatic beauty of the 
Maldives has managed to 
tame the most savage beasts, 

from sharks to troupes of 

Italian tourists. But how do 
local people cope in this idyllic 
world? Oeo Paskal finds out. 

1 

I ^ The first thing I saw after putting on 

; mv mask and snorkel and diving into 
! the warm, calm, postcard-bine waters 
I was a shark: an enormous one, less 
| than 10 metres away, and swimming 

! of underwater tight, L 

! theblaxS.cpIouringsoftheshmkand 

| theovalframe of my mask 

seem Ifea scene from anoldW^ 

] aDd ^ nature 

- ofteethandpiecesofnppedfle*-™ 

: pounding of my heart sullied the 

!. ^Sgda-DA,da-DA^>AKia. 

I>Ar<ik-DA=da-DAsoimdn3dc 

Jf IwasoutofthewaterandcoUap^d 

f inaMiitihgheap before I dachan« 

to gw fulhr.wet- Fiuza, a 

fr iwrf Jbokcdup ^fly from her ham- 

mock, stxrihg undera tree at the edge 

of tiietecfa. “Forget something - 

.-.V " __ mvsanitv • 


a turquoise central lagoon. The whole 
is protected from big waves by an en- 
circling coral reef. 

What that means for swimmers is 
dear, shallow (therefore warm) waters 
with easy, protected access to spect- 
acular reels rife with a dense rainbow 
of tropical fish. And yes, the sharks are 
“friendly'’- The Maldives have some of 
the best snorkelling and diving in the 
world. Even better, the entire exper- 
ience is relatively guilt-free. The Mal- 


divian government, under the guidance 
of the awardwinning environmentalist 
and president of the nation. His Ex- 
cellency Mr Maumoon Abdul Gayoom. 
keeps a tight control over the environ- 
mental and social impact of tourism. 

The main way this miracle has been 
accomplished is by restricting tourists 
to resort islands. These have to com- 
ply with strict environmental controls, 
which can include asking visitors to 
take dead batteries home with them. 


making FOR THE MALDIVES 


Most viators travel to the Maldives 
on an inclusive package holiday, 
with operators such as Kuoni 
(brochure line 07000 458664), 
Hayes & Jarvis (0181-222 781 1) and 
Airtours (0541 500479). Indepen- 

demtravdispo^^birttridiy.Cle^ 
pndrai bought a scheduled Indian 
Airimes ffight from Trivandrum in 
India to the capital, Male, for around 
£100 return. There are numerous 
scheduled fli ghts between the Sn 


Mumbai^) 
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Accommodation 

If you have no pre-booked accom- 
modation, immigration officials 
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STwww.visitinaldives.com). 


For the Maldives, enviromnental 
awareness is a matter of immediate sur- 
vival. Few of its islands are more than 
2 _5 metres above sea level. Any rise in 
sea level would sink the country. This 
isn’t doom and gloom science fiction. 
Storm surges in 1987 and 199 1 washed 
over a central atoll, at one point inun- 
dating the iniemaiiunaJ airport and 
one-third of the capital, Male. 

Since then, a massive breakwater 
has been built around Male. Not only 
has the breakwater protected the 
capital from untoward surges, it has 
also created a rather different sort of 
place to swim from the brochure per- 
fection of the less, developed islands. 

When my pal Fiuza sensed my gib- 
bering. irrational reluctance to gel back 
into the shark- and tourist- infested 
waters at the resort, she brought me 
to where the Maldivians go for a dip. 

Most of the 2iXi or so islands of the 
Maldives are off limits to tourists with- 
out special government dispensation. 
But, as of 1995, one quarter of the 
country's population of 244.640 live on 
the highly accessible Male. Roughly: 
the northern part of the island, where 
the jetties are, is for tourists. The far- 
ther south you go, the more “local" it 
becomes. The south coast of the island 
is about as un touristy as the Maldives 
get. There’s a wide, paved road, bor- 
dered by a concrete pavement that 
drops abruptly down to the sea. About 
25 metres out is the lowering sea wall 

No soft sand beaches, no private 
coves, no glittering tropical fish. Bui 
there are. especially when school and 
work finish, hordes of bobbing, diving 
and happily squealing Maldivians. 

The water between the break- 
water and the pavement wall is calm 
and shallow, more like a municipal 
swimming pool lhan the ocean. And 
that's the attraction: many Maldivians. 
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especially the women, can’t swim. 

The Maldives is an Islamic country. 
Bikinis and booze are allowed on the 
resort islands, but “in habited" islands, 
including the capital. Insist on a bit 
more decorum. Women swimmers 
must wear at least T-shirts and knee- 
length shorts. Some women go into the 
water wearing long pants and burkas. 
That alone would make learning 
harder, but, also, you can’t have male 
swimming instructors teaching (and 
possibly touching) female students. 

Schools are now starting to teach 
young girls to swim, but the older ones, 
including 21-ycar-old Fiuza, have 

missed the boaL So my trip to swim by 

the breakwater turned into an im- 
promptu swimming lesson. Fiuza 
brought along her two sisters-in-law and 
the daughter and niece of a colleague. 

As the six of us descended the con- 
crete steps, the women were tentative 
but excited. Once we were all sub- 
merged in the chest-high water, we 
stood in a row, holding hands for stab- 
ility. We ranged in age from 15 to 40, 
but within minutes we were giggling 
and splashing like children. 

They took turns learning to float, 
and looking through my mask. Other 
swimmers, amused at the sight of a 
tourist escaped from a resort, waved 

and smiled Teenagers flipped over each 

other's shoulders and dived for rocks. 
Jokesters dived underwater and 

pinched then friends' anldes. Boys raced 

each other from the wall to the break- 
water. It had been years since Td been 
surrounded and swept away by the 
sheer exuberance of playing in the 
water. 

There were no picture-perfect 
angel fish or gracefully arcing dolphins, 
but 1 learned a new technique for flip- 
ping over somebody’s shoulder. And 
there wasn't a shark in sight. 

FOOTBALL 

Happy Hartson/24 
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Pizza and piste 


This year the popularity of Italy 
may have fallen a little, but the 
advantage is that resorts are 
trying ail the harder to please, 
writes Cathy Packs. 

To compare siding in Italy with other pans 
of Europe, you only have to look at a 
multinational group of skiers coming 
down a mountain. The Austrians will de- 
scend in a series of perfect turns; skiing 
French-style tends to be more ragged, but 
still elegant; the Italians are all over Lhe 
place, shouting and having lots of fun. 

Fun is a good incentive for choosing 
to ski in Italy, as is the prospect of good 
food and wine; but it is the weakness of 
the lire against the pound that accounts 
for Italy's share of the British ski mar- 
ket. Now, however, other parts of the 
world have at least as much economic ap- 
peal, and Italy is having to tiy harder. 

The Italian ski country straggles in a 
long ribbon along the borders with 
France, Switzer kind and Austria, and 


SKI TI P 

To ski faster and accelerate, 
focus on making a pole plant as 
you straighten your legs at the 
start of a turn. Tb decelerate, 
plant your pole as you bend your 
legs at the end of the turn. 

Chris ExaH 


provides some of the most varied skiing 
in Europe. In the Alps are the Vhl 
d'Aosta and the Via Lattea, or Milky 
Way, a vast area whose main resort is 
Sauze d’Oulx, but which spreads to the 
French resort of Montgenevre. Farther 
east are the Dolomites and the the 
round-mountain run of the Sella Ron- 
do, whose ritziest resort is Cortina 
d’Ampezzo. 

Most of the Italian resorts are reached 
from Turin, Bergamo. Verona and 
Venice. The transfer times from airport 
to resort are worth taking into account 
if you are thinking of booking a holiday 
which uses Bergamo; if travelling on to 
Uvigno you have five-and-a-half hours’ 
more travelling time ahead. 

The best choice is to be found at First 
Choice Ski, with 20 resorts, and Crystal, 
which as well as 16 other destinations 
offers holidays in AJagna, an hour or so 
from the Mom Blanc tunnel, and in the 
villages of Arabba and Corvara in the Sel- 
la Ronda. 

Most operators are extending their 
number of resorts. Both Thomson and 
Airtours are offering Sestriere. Anoth- 
er new Thomson destination is nearby' 
Bardoneceia; NeQson has accommod- 


ation for the first time in Bormio and the 
duty-free resort of Livigno, as well as the 
smaller resort of Madesimo. 

Despite offering a smaller range than 
some companies. Equity Total Ski does 
offer small places such as Andalo, only 
an hour from Verona airport. Equity of- 
fers all-in prices for flights, accommo- 
dation, ski school, lift passes, hire of 
equipment and insurance - and anyone 
taking their own equipment, or deciding 
against ski school, is offered a reduction. 

What you do have to pay with Equity 
is a supplement for a single room. A com- 
pany worth considering if you are going 
alone is Solo’s. It offers a limited range 
of resorts on fixed dates - you are guar- 
anteed to be part of a group of people, 
though with your own room and no oblig- 
ation to take part in group activities - but 
Italy features only in the brochure aimed 
at the 50-plus age group. 

For younger people. Escapades, which 
is part of Airtours, has a separate 
brochure - the Wild and Wicked Win- 
ter 97/98 Guide -aimed at “high -on-life 
fun-seekers" who don’t want to get 
stuck “playing Scrabble with Auntie 
Doreen". Escapades features a much 
smaller selection of the hotels in the main 
Airtours brochure, and at the same 
prices. This could be a warning to any- 
one who would prefer not to be in a hotel 
full of “good-time animals": make sure 
you look at both brochures. 

Italy may not be the first choice for 
a famil y holiday, although Courmayeur 
is recommended by several operators. 
One of these is Airtours, although cur- 
iously their offer of free child places cov- 
ers only Sauze d’Oulx, Bardonecchia, 
Santa Caterina and Passo Tonale. 

Courmayeur, the oldest of the Italian 
alpine resorts, developed into an inter- 
national ski resort when the opening of 
the Mont Blanc tunnel linked it with Cha- 
monix. It has nearly 70 miles of pistes, 
down the slopes of Mont Blanc as well 
as in the main skiing area, the ChecrouiL 
This year brings a new quad lift to take 
skiers up the Checrouit. There are 
opportunities for glacier and cross-coun- 
try skiing, but Courmayeur is probably 
best known for guided off-piste skiing. 

Of course, by now you may already 
have this season’s skiing sorted out, but 
a bit of advance pl anning could save you 
money next year. Panorama has already 
published a preview edition of its holi- 
days in Italy for 1998/99; book before the 
end of June for January 1999 and you 
could get a six-day lift pass for free. 

Amours 01 706 232323; Crystal 0181-399 
5144 ; Equity r Total Ski 01273 29829S; Es- 
capades 0541 504001; First Choice Ski 
0990 557755; Interski 01623 456333; 
Neilson 0990 994444; Panorama 01273 
206531; Solo's 0131-951 2311; Thomson 
0990329329 



Italian advantage: Alagna is within easy reach of the Mont Blanc tunnel 


Photograph: Jess Stock 


GREEN CHANNEL 


One would think (hat sliding down a 
mountain on a couple of slats of 
wood was one of the least 
environmentally damaging things a 
fun-loving tourist could do. 
Unfortunately, when there are 
thousands of us doing it all at the 
same time our need for chalets, 
roads, ski-lifts, water and fuel puts a 
heavy burden on the environment 
and on the local villages. We even 


often need snow made for us by gas- 
guzzling snow cannons. 

The Alps, known as “the roof 
garden of Europe" with 5 million 
tourist beds, 12,000 ski lifts, 50 
million tourists and 150 million short- 
term visitors has long experienced 
the downside of catering to this 
increasingly popular downhill leisure 
pursuit But now locals in the Lech 
valley in Austria, where visitors 


outnumber locals by 7:1 in peak 
season, are reclaiming their valley. 
Community politicians decided to 
restrict access to the valley in order 
to preserve the quality of life for 
locals and visitors - so when their- 
limit of 17,000 ski tickets has been 
reached, the entrance doors to the 
valley are closed. 

The goal of their loftily named 
Ecologically Orientated Life and 


Economy in Lech project is to marry 
a good time for the tourists with a 
heaJtby environment, a strong 
economy and an uncompromised 
local community. They are starting 
with solving problems such as traffic 
congestion and pollution and in the 
longer term will focus on 
encouraging more efficient use of 
water, energy and other resources. 

Austria also has a “Green Village" 


ecolabelling programme in which 36 
villages have agreed to abide by 
ecological criteria. The Tyrol, for 
instance, has a Tyrolean 
Environmental Seal of Quality - an 
ecolabelling programme for 
accommodation and catering 
businesses. “Ecology and economy 
are not antagonists, but partners," 
says the Tyrolean tourism board. 

Sue Wheat 





SIMON CALDER 


If you are reading this on the &20 from. Wa- 
terloo to Bonrg St Maurice, stop smirking. Not 
only are you on the first commercial train di- 
rect from London to the French Alps -ybuare 
also avoiding the utter chaos at Heathrow, fol- - 
lowing yesterday' s fire at Terminal One. Dis- 
ruption caused by the blaze is likely to continue 
for the rest of the weekCTd,Hnd indeed tiffi year; 
thousands of traveflers wifl fed themselves de- 
layed at ’Heathrow. 

Were it Los Angeles airport, this would hot 
necessarily be a dreadful prospect, independent 
readers have responded magnific ently to the . . 

question posed by Kit Nonnan, who feds him- 
self marooned there for several horns between 
flights on Christmas Day. What, he_ won- 
dered, should he do to fill the time (besides, - 
perhaps, enjoying a flame-grilled meal at 
Burger King)? 

Felicity Pocodi of Oxford suggests a S20 taxi 
ride to Venice Beach: “Extraordinarily varied 
architecture, nice dear air in December, and 
even cm Christmas Day there will be somewhere 
to eat on Washington Boulevard," 

You need not go so Ear for somewhere to 
eat. David Rush and Angela James of Surrey 
recommend you look out at the airport for “a 
white, foturistic-looking building, a kind of tow- 
er with a big dome covering it, with four large 
supporting legs which sweep down to the 
ground. It tended to get used a lot as a back- 
drop to Hollywood movies in the Sixties. We 
had always assumed it to be a hi-tech radar 
premises housing some sophisticated moni- 
toring equipment, but it is open to the public, 
and goes by the strange title of The Theme 
Restaurant ^ 

“By. ascending the central lifts one arrives 
at the top to a restaurant and piano tor. The 
prices for food and drink are reasonable, the 
views are dramatic and the service is congenial; 
ce rtainl y an improvement on the LAX transit 
lounges." ■ . • " 

Ray Heyworth of Edinburgh says his fam- 
ily actually profited from the stopover: “My chfl- 
dren occupied time checking telephone coin 
boxes for unclaimed change, then spending the 
proceeds. This pastime, of course, is not lim- 
ited to Los Angeles, airports or, even, children." 

It seems ungrateful to say so, but besides 
some jolly letters from readers, every day the 
post brings a Santa-sized sack of publicity ma- 
terial (the travel industry not yet having 
acknowledged the existence of e-mail; 
travel@independenLco.uk comes straight to 
me. for anyone who cares). 

Most material goes straight into the recy- 
cling bin. Occasionally a press release so won- 
derfully mad appears that it makes all the 
letter-opening worthwhile. 

The late entrant for deal of the year, if not 
the decade, comes from Emirates. Tie Dubai- 
based airline wants to promote the inflight 
phones that are fitted to every seat of its Boe- 
ing 777s. So during December the airline is al- 
lowing passengers to cal! for as long as they like 
for a flat fee of US$20 (about £12). 

Ibis gives an opportunity to save a fortune. 
Take a typical Emirates itinerary of Londoo- 
Dubai-Hong Kong (from discount agents for 
about £500 return). Talkative travellers can call 
their aunts in Australia from 30,000ft rather than 
at home through BT; you could get a call worth 
£200 for a fraction of the regular price. And 
that's just on the first leg of your flight. Use the 
same deal flying Dubai-London to call a friend 
in the Falklands, and avoid a bill of about £570. 
You’ve more than covered the cost of your Sight 
- and that’s before the return leg. I just feel sony 
for the person sitting next to you. 
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The British Isles, noon today 



General summary and outlook: 

Eastern Scotland will be mostly dry with some good 
sunny breaks, but the west will be cloudy with a 
little rain at times. Northern Ireland will be mostly 
cloudy with only a little earty sunshine and an 
increasing risk of light rain by the afternoon. 
Temperatures will be near or a little above the 
normal. Meanwhile, England and Wales will have a 
bright, fresh day with patchy cloud and sunshine at 
times. It will feel rather cold with frost setting in 
alter dark. 

The coming week will be rather cold across most 
parts of the UK. it will stay mainly dry and bright 
with some sunshine, but it will become increasingly 
cold with sharp night frosts and the risk ol mist and 
log patches. Southern and eastern parts of England 
will have a noticeable wind-chill early next week 
with a growing risk of light showers breaking out 
which will fall as snow in places with possible light 
accumulations. 


yesaday midday (girt) c.doufy. Mar. toJotr n&hazy: mjnbt wait man*: sarrr. tn sum ■ 


Aberdeen r 6 43 Cardiff 

Anglesey dr 9 48 Carlisle 

Ayr r 6 43 Cerk 

Belfast r 7 45 Dover 

Blmlaghaa c12 54 DabllB 
Blackpool r to 50 Erffnbargb 

Boarnemaatb£ti13 55 Exeter 
Brighton c 12 54 Glasgow 

Bristol f 12 54 Guernsey 


*ti 11 52 Inverness e 5 41 
r IB 5B Ipswich s12 54 
f 9 48 Isles ef Stilly! 12 54 
s 1 3 55 Jersey f1355 
d 8 46 Uvcrpnel 1*10 58 

r 6 48 Lnntfon e.14 57 

112 94 Manchester it 9 48 
r 5 41 Newcastle * 9 48 
s 13 55 Nottingham 3b 12 54 


Oxford *1152 
Plymouth sfe 1 2 54 
Scarborough e1Q50 
Shrewsbnry shit 52 
Sontbamotonsfa 12 54 
Southend 114 57 
St Andrews r 5 41 
Sterooway r G 43 
York A IB 50 


Lighting-up times 

Belfast 15.58 to 08.39 

B ln nldgl ttm — 15J3 to 08.11 
Bristol — — —16.01 to 08.08 

Glasgow 1843 to 0841 

London 15.52 to 07.59 

Manchester ~15u4S to 08J8 
NeweaWto — 15J8 to 0824 


hktfngtem —15.48 to 
fflmangham — 1533 In 

Bristol 16.02 io 

Glasgow 15.43 is 

tendon — 15.52 to 

Manchester _15A9- to 
Newcastle — 15.38 to 


Air quality 


08.12 

08.12 

08.09 

08.41 

08JX) 

08.19 

OS-25 


Teste n toys rcatfiggs 
MOz 


London 
S England 
Wales 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


Moderate 

Moderate 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Moderate 

Good 


SO* 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 



Athens 

Anctdaiid 

B. Aires 

Bangkok 

Bareekna 

Beirut 


Berlin 


Budapest 

Cain 

Cape Town 

Casablanca 

Christefanrcb 

Copenhagen 

Corfu 

Darwin 

Dfeahran 


13 55 

20 58 
3d 86 
32 90 

14 57 
20 68 

5 41 
11 52 
32 99 

13 55 
2 36 

18 64 
28 82 

19 66 
16 61 

7 45 

14 57 
82 90 

21 70 


Ftorence 

Frankfurt 

Genre 

Gibraltar 

KefsMd 

Hongkong 

Istanbto 

Jerusalem 

Jo’targ 

K. Lumpur 

Lisbon 

Los Angeles 

Madrid 

Majorca 

Malta 

Melbourne 

Montreal 

Moscow 

Mnfch 


8 46 
11 52 

9 48 

18 64 
0 32 

17 63 
9 48 

19 68 
28 79 
32 90 
17 63 
17 63 

8 46 
17 63 
19 66 
28 82 
-7 19 
-5 23 

9 48 


RewYMc 

Bee 

Rfcosia 

Paris 

Pragne 

Reykjank 

Bode Jan 

Riyadh 

Rome 

Stockholm 

Sydney 

Tenerife 

Tokyo 

Venice 

Vienna 

Warsaw 

Waslriagten 

VeUBgtH 

Zurich 


1 3 
11 5 
19 6 
14 5 
10 S 

2 3 
29 8 
18 6 
14 5 

4 3 


f 23 7 


27 

9 

5 

11 

9 

8 

14 

9 


AA Roadwatch 

London. At between Watiord War Mill 
Hill Circus and Fivemys Comet Car- 
rtagevray reduced »o t*o laws lot long 
term tcedworlvS Until jTji May 1998 
Gieaer London. Mt. between J6^)5 W 3 - 
lotd aiw Roadwork 3 nd a tonirallow. 
wi’lfi off peaf anti cwrrughi [ane and car- 
riageway closures A SOmph speed limit 
is also m place Until C?nd Decembei 
West Yorkshire Ml J43-j42Slourtonla 
Loltfirur.e tMij’) A central low and a 
5Qmph speed lunlae n place Until T3th 
July 

Somer-pf ms sa-x Hiqhbridge la 
Bndijewater Major roadwoita due w 
bridge repairs A 3 mile contraflow is ei 
place Uniil 31 si March i9?8 
Wesl Midlands. MtS J3 (M5 link) 3 lanes 
'With and 2 lares south closed 50 mph 
$eed limn in lorce additional l 3 ne 
closures Ural i&h Decmtxr 
Greater Manchester. A56. Old Traftord 
Roadworks Until 19th January 1998 
LotkJon. A321 1 BiacWrias Underpass 
Contraflow Until 15lh April 1998. 
Bristol. MS J18-19 Contraflow m oper- 
ation across the AvonmouBi Bridge with 
a 50mph speed lifmf Regular rush-hour 
delays Until 1st January 1993 
City of Glasgow. Ar26 Niisfnll Road, near 
Hurlel Roadworks with a contraflow 
Until 19th December. 


Out and about with AA Road- 
test cb call 0336 401 ft* he ijkj local 
and ran oral ftsttr news Source The Auttmo- 
br!? Association. Calk charged ai 33s per min 
(cheap rate) 49p go un oUier tune;) me 
VAT 


Ooffnfc for today 
Btfe 

London Poor 

s England Moderate 

Wales Good 

C England Moderate 

N England Moderate 

Scotland Moderate 

N Ireland Good 


High tides 


Sun and moon 


S0z 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 


AM HT PM HTj 

Lrwton 0046 7.1 13:05 7.0 j 

Uwrpool 10-20 9 A 22M 95 i 

*«wn«th 06:14 13.0 18.-40 132 j 

HuBlAtoertDocW05-.il 8.7 17:44 8£; Ful moon; 14 Dec 

Grwtta* 11:36 3.5 ittj 

DuiLaoghabe UM5 4.3 22:59 43 j 


n 


Sunrises 7.58 

Sun sets: 15.52 

Moan rises: 15.59 

Moan sets: 6.42 



Tho sky At night 


Meteor shower 

\ radiant 


GEMINI 



• hior 


Procvoii 


The radiant point ot tonight's meteor shower is located in thi 
constellation Gemini. This'chart shows the position of Gemj 
neaitiy constEUations over the south-eastern horizon at lip 

Nature’s fireworks are due to be on the celestial enterta 
programme again tonight, as Earth makes its annual em 
with the stream of space dust responsible for the Gemin 
eor shower. This routinely one of the most prolific of all l 
ular showers, but this year the interference of the almost fol 
depnv® observers of the dark skies needed for getting t] 
out of the display. Nevertheless, if skies are dLr the 
streaks of some bright meteors should still be visible tr 
^ C . ra °u the shower i ust 10 lhe west of Castor. A fav 

X in M ^ lhHt G f. rnini is weU U P f <* "os 

nigbL rn 1983 astronomers discovered an asteroid. 

w 1 Th h ? ,ows the sarae ort.it in space as foe mel 
that gore us the Geminid shower. It is prSumed to be 

fiinct remains of a comet which has left foe metecmiids irfi 

Jacqueline 
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48 hours in the life of Bruges 


For a short cut to the soul of the 
city, Martin Scudamore offers a guide. 


Why go now? 

One of Bruges' great charms is its network 
of canals, but they can be smelly. Visit in 
winter and minimise the offence. Also, a 
trip by car in December offers a wonder- 
ful chance to stock up with Oirntmas spirit 
and wine on the way back to the ferry. The 
exchange rate is favourable at the moment 
(59 Belgian francs to the pound;. And, al- 
though Bruges isn’t huge, you almost cer- 
tainly will be by the time you return - it's 
a foodies' paradise. 

Beam down 

We took the car Dover to Calais (from 
where Bruges is an easy hour’s drive) bene- 
fiting from an extremely cheap deal through 
AA Motoring Holidays, which continues 
until 31 March. We paid £99 for a family 
of four, ferry plus three nights bed and 
breakfast, (children sharing parents’ room), 
at the three-star Novotei, two miles south 
of the town. It's a perfectly acceptable, 
rhongh unexciting, base. You need to be an 


AA member to book (although you can take 
non-members with you), and there's a£10 
surcharge for Friday and Saturday sailings. 

If you're not driving, there's ajerfbU from 
Ra m sgate to Ostend (100 minutes on 
Holyman Sally Line (0990 595522) then a 
15-minute train journey to Bruges. Or, from 
tomorrow, travel by Eurostar (0345 303030) 
on the new high-speed link to Brussels, and 
take the train back to Bruges (50 mins). 
That should cost around £79 return. 

Get your bearings 

The beauty of Bruges is concentrated by 
the compactness of its centre: the whole 
area is easily navigated oo foot. Picture the 
city as two concentric teardrops: the larg- 
er one (3km by 2km) bounded by the main 
ranai and ring roads, enclosing the smaller 
one, (2km by 1km), with Grote Mark! as 
its focus, and in which virtually all the rights 
are to be found. The skyline is a joyful riot 
of church towers and staggered, ga bled 
roofs, with almost every building redolent 
of centuries of Hanseatic history, although 
many are deceptively recent. Be careful with 
the language: the country is ostensibly bi- 
lingual, but in this northern Flemish- 


speaking area some may take offence if you 
make the effort to try French. Bener to stick 
to English, spoken well everywhere. 

Check in 

For a four-star hotel in the centre, try the 
Prinsenhof in Ontvangersstraat. double 
room rate from about £6U to £110 (00 32 
50 34 26 90); or the more modest but equally 
central one-star ‘t Koffieboontje (from £30) 
in HaUestraat (00 32 50 33 80 27). Week- 
ends up to Christinas are already heavily 
booked; to check availability call the 
tourism office in Bruges, where they keep 
track of vacancies (00 32 50 44 86 86) or 
on the Internet: hup^/www.brugge.he In 
winter the office is open 9.30am to 5pm 
weekdays; at weekends and public holidays 
930am to 1pm and from 2pm until 5.30pm. 

Take a ride 

The relative lack of cars in Bruges' centre 
allows lull rein for the traditional sightseeing 
horse-drawn cab. What’s more, in this town 
of medieval -looking buildings, the old-fash- 
ioned rigs don't seem out of place. Half an 
hour around the sights l'or four or five 
people costs £15. with rug> provided for cold 
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Bird's eye Bruges: 
the view of Grote 
Marta: from the 
; 3iW^lairi>eHry,' 

■ top; window 
J shopping and 

- Vt - - Belgian 

tastes, right 

Photographs 
' Brian Harris®&5- 
Photography 


,4 


#k 



•.* 4$- 

A; — 


A 


As*.- 


RED CHANNEL 


hands and knees. A stop part way for the 
horse to Test and feed gives the opportun- 
ity to visit the Beguinage nunnery, founded 
in 1245; but be careful not to get locked 
in, as our party did - the nuns appear to 
belong to a silent order and cannot easily 
direct you out again. 

Your first sight of the canal pleasure 
boats might suggest the other kind of trap 
- the tourist trap - but it would be a shame 
to miss the wonderful views of the city that 
can be enjoyed from the water. A trip Lakes 
about half-an-hour, complete with com- 
mentary. There are various points of em- 
barkation around the centre: the cost is £3 
per adult. £1.50 for children. 

Take a hike ... 

Make it a climb. The celebrated belfry tower 
in the Mark! appears ro have a slight Jean, 
although this could be the effect of the Bel- 
gian beer. The winding 366-step staircase 
is a challenge, as there’s barely room for 
people ascending to squeeze past those 
coming back down. Half-way up is a small 
museum in what was the medieval treasure 
room: two- thirds of the way is the mechan- 
ism for the magnificent 47 bells that play 
concerts three times a week, including Sat- 
urdays and Sundays in winter between 2.15 
and 3pm. The belfry is open daily, 9.30am- 
12.30pm and 1 .30-5pm. entiy about £1.60. 

... or a bike 

Cyclists in Bruges benefit from being al- 
lowed to pedal in both directions down 50 
normally one-way streets. If you can’t 
bring your own machine, cycles can be hired 
for as little as £2.50 a day, from de Keuing, 
Genipoortslraal 23 (050 34 41 96), or var- 
ious other places including the station, at 
rates up to £5 per day. 

Lunch on the run 

On Saturdays on ’t Zand and on Wednes- 
days on Grote Markt. a gigantic market 
spreads out. selling mainly food, iududing 
the most enormous barbecued meat stall, 
with chickens and joints ofiamb revolving 
on spits in a stately ballet. 

Cultural afternoon 
For a treasure, don’t miss Michelangelo’s 
marble Mado/ma and Child in Ihe Church 
of Our Lady in Mariensiraat, avoiding 
Saturday services at 4pm and 530pm. 


Unfortunately, the outstanding Mem- 
ling Museum, occupying the building which 
was the Hospital of St John in the Middle 
Ages, is dosed for renovation until August 
1998. Console yourself with a visit to the 
Groenmge Museum, with its fine collections 
of paintings, especially of Flemish Primit- 
ives, open in winter 930am-l 230pm and 
2pm-5pm (not Tuesdays). 

Window shopping 

The area around Grote Markt boasts the 
best shops. One at the south-east comer 
is full of ultra-modern gadgets and designer 
items, such as a rubber vase which looked 
so much like porcelain that I just had to 
pretend to hand it to someone and then 
drop it at their feet. 

Bruges opticians clearly feel a special 
need to Hex their creative musdes: most dis- 
plays seem to favour naked men (photos, 
sculptures) and one sports a particularly 
splendid display of pbsdluses in all possible 
shapes, sizes and shades, complete with 
amusing titles. For those who are easily em- 
barrassed (why do previously glazed-over 
children suddenly become interested, and 
stan asking questions?), the arrays of local 
lace in the dozens of shops devoted to this 
ancient craft are much less controversial 

An aperitif 

We went on a lour of the Straffe Hendrik 
brewery in Walplein, which was already a 
going concern in 1546. It costs £2, free glass 
of beer included The brewing process it- 
self is disappointing- the entire operation 
occupies one small room: the rest of the 
tour is devoted to the history of the brew- 
ery. but includes a clamber up to the roof 
to survey Bruges' terracotta rooftops. 
Tours are at 11am and 3pm all winter. 

De mer dinner 

The local speciality is seafood. Mussels are 
available by the bucket-load in every 
restaurant, and there are many other good 
fish dishes, some of which we enjoyed at 
't Keleltje, Oude Burg 20, just off Simon 
Stevinplein. At ’t Mozarthuis in Huiden- 
vettersplein, right behind the fish market 
(mornings, Tuesday to Saturday), you dine 
by candlelight, with classical music in the 
background -but this has to compete with 
the billowing smoke and sizzling sounds 
from amateur chefs who have ordered the 


mixed grill, which you cook yourself on a 
hot stone at your table. The real chef's 
steaks are excellent too. 

Sunday morning: go to church 
Bruges has many churches, but two of the 
most impressive are close neighbours in the 
centre, their spires punctuating the hori- 
zon from all directions. The 13th-15ih cen- 
tury Church of Our Lady rises in glorious 
brickwork to 122m, while St Saviour's 
Cathedral, barely 300m to the north, is 
Bruges’ oldest parish church (12th- 15th cen- 
tury) and contains some fine features. No 
sightseeing during services, which are at 
11am at Our Lady, 10am and 6pm at St 
Saviour’s. 

Bracing brunch 

The Cranenburg cafe is just one of many 
fining the northern edge of Grote Markt, 
where you can buy breakfast, snacks and 
sandwiches, and enjoy the view. Typical fare 
includes: beer (35p), coffee (£1), croissants 
(85p), ham and cheese baguette (£3). 
bacon and eggs (£330), apple cake (£1 .65 ). 
Is that bell getting a little tight? 

A walk in the park 

If you have brought the car, the best place 
to leave it for free is at the southern edge 
of the town, off the ring road. That way 
you'll walk through the Minnewater park 
to reach the central attractions, and you’ll 
already be familiar with the charming 
Lake of Love. This body of water is at a 
different level from the rest of the canals, 
so doesn't form part of the boat tour. Even 
if it’s not market day, make a point of vis- 
iting ’t Zand, the square at the western edge 
of the central area, not just to choose from 
among its wall-to-wall restaurants, but to 
enjoy the superb modern fountain, which 
is even more impressive when illuminated 
at night. 

The icing on the cake 
This has to be the justly famed Belgian 
chocolate, available from numerous out- 
lets even on Sunday, when many other 
shops are closed. Stock up on those de- 
lightful, and very reasonably priced, two- 
tone chocolate “fruits de mer", or make a 
custom selection from the many hand-made 
varieties available. Just keep off the scales 
for a while after your return. 


WORLD COVEFC 


TVouble spots wound the world: 
titfe week; the Victoria Falls 

^Vktoria ftib isa mily spectacular 


Zimbabwe and Zamb ia from ifrp 
thousands -of ■ tourists who visit 
cachyear. Unfortunate ty, yet anoth- 
er natural wonder has been corrupt- 


ed by the greed of a developing na- 
tion - to the extent that many travel- 
lers can no longer afford to see it. 
“A vear ago, entrance to the VIc- 

roria Hills on the Zimbabwe border 

rose from USS5 to a whopping S-U 
as officials iried to take a*;a«tage of 
Ihe influx of overseas travellere. This 
h inline with Che great misconcep- 


tion ing developing countries that if 
vou are a foreigner you must have 
buckets of money. The cost of the en- 
trance to the Falls taints its beauty, 
and is poor value - S20 is a press on 
a backpackers budget. Instead of 
bringing in more money for the 
country, the Zimbabwean officials are 
turning potential tourists away from 


both their country and their people. 

“Fortunately, on the Zambian 
side I hey have been >low to catch on 
to the idea of exploiting tourists. You 
can cross the border and view the Fails 
from the Zambian side for a mere 
US$3. Although you don't see the 
postcard view of the Falls, in dry sea- 
son vou can sw im in the Champagne 


Pools directly above the Falls -a spect- 
acular experience.” 

Ian. Johannesburg 

From ‘Trweliers' Cafe’, one of the fea- 
tures of Take Off 7, the latest addition 
to the BBC’s commercial on-line ser- 
vtce beeb&ihe BBC. You can find it on 
the Internet at www.takeoff.beeb.com 
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Hitsville USA: the Supremes take centre stage during Detroit’s dancing days Photograph: Redt'em 


A ghost town called Motown 


in tune with the Christmas Motown 
re-release of the classic Chartbusters 
albums of the Sixties, Nigel WiBiamsan 
takes a tour of Hitsville USA - but 
finds that they’re hardly dancing in 
the streets in Detroit today. 


If the average American were tying on the 
couch and the shrink said “Detroit”, the 
men in the while coats would be swiftly sum- 
moned if “cars” were not the instant re- 
sponse- The next thing to come to mind 
would almost certainty be lamia Motown, 
and the patient’s right foot would be tap- 
ping out that four-four beat before be or 
she could even get the words out. 

Detroit is the Motor City but it's other 
name used to be Hitsville USA. musical 
home to Diana Ross and the Supremes, 
Stevie Wonder, Marvin Gaye, the Temp- 
tation*. Smokey Robinson and the Mira- 
cles, Gladys Knight and the Pips, the 
Jackson Five and countless others who en- 
sured that the hits just kept on coming. 

Yei how swiftly the icons of our youth Side 
and die. We walked into the arrivals hall at 
Detroit's \toyne County airport to find that 
instead of “Dancing In The Street” they were 
playing the latest Spice Girls single. Then, 
when we collected our hire car from Alamo, 
instead of a Cadillac we were offered a Nis- 
san streamlined metal box. 

You wonder why modern Detroit exists. 
Downtown is neutron-bomb dead, eerily de- 
serted in the evening and like a ghost town 
at weekends. Sitting in a bar later in Birm- 
ingham. one of the anonymous but sur- 
prisingly leafy outlying suburbs that have 
replaced the once throbbing heart of the dty. 
Mark Laval, a large and amiable type who 
would not be out of place in Cheers, heard 
our English accents and asked: “What in 
hell brought you here?" He was incredu- 
lous that anyone would want to visit the city 
where he has worked as a car dealer for the 
past 20 years. ’They've tried everything here 
and nothing works." he said mournfully. 

Even the locals say Detroit is a city that 
has lost its soul. There are abandoned, de- 
caying buildings everywhere, yet the dank 
shells have more character than the attempts 
that have been made at redevelopment. On 
the river front looking across to Ontario (by 
a geographical quirk. Detroit faces south 
into Canada), the vast Renaissance Center, 
‘with its four circular towers of reflective 
glass, is spectacular from the outside, yet 
inside the shops and restaurants are sad and 
desolate. One former mayor complained 

Ihnf after hnm vrm rYHilri frre 


the main boulevard of Woodward Avenue 
and no one would even notice. 

Detroit still manufactures motors -one 
third of those produced in the US - bnt the 
romance has gone. The great names of Pon- 
tiac, f family Plymouth and Cadillac live on 
(and are all preserved for posterity on the 
map of Detroit and its environs) but tbe new 
models with their smooth, aerodynamic de- 
signs all look indistinguishable from my 
Japanese-styled metal box. 

There is still music being made in De- 
troit, too, but the city no longer provides 
the bear for the nation. Motown moved its 
operations to Los Angeles in 1972 and the 
music was never the same again. Nor was 
the city, which in tbe Thirties and Forties 
was alive with jazz and blues, frill of after- 
hours drinking and dancing establish- 
ments - known for some obscure reason 
as “blind pigs” - and inter-racial dobs, 
called “black and tans”. It was that spirit 
which Berry Gordy Jr tapped when, almost 
40 years ago, he started a record label that 
was to change the face of modern music. 

Today the plain, weatheiboarded house 
at 264$ West Grand Boulevard would 
look as anonymous as any other middle- 
America post-war consumers! home, were 
it not for the “Hitsville USA" sign on the 
front lawn. Gordy moved here in 1959, con- 
fining his family to the first-floor apartment 
so that he could realise his dream by budd- 
ing a recording studio downstairs. 

And what dreams were manufactured 
in that tiny studio. J had assumed that Gordy 
bad merely cut his first records here, and 
that when the Supremes made the big time 
in 1964, the label had moved into more spa- 
cious premises. But no, every single great 
Motown record you can think of was cut 
in this one room in this nondescript house 
until tbe move to the West Coast - from 
the Four Tops’ thrilling “Reach Out (Til Be 


n Mnnon . 


MAKING FOR 
M OTOWN 

Northwest flies daily from Gatwick to 
Detroit, and British Airways from 
Heathrow. For travel in January. Bon 
Voyage (01703330332) quotes £349 on 
Northwest, or £273 on United if you 
are prepared to change planes in 
Chicago or Washington DC If you want 
to combine it with Miami, (hen Amer- 
ican offers a fare including the Flor- 
ida city with Detroit for around £350, 
through discount agents. 


There)- to Sun* Wander's thundery an- 
them “Uptight"; from the Temptations 
taky “GetReady” to the JadsmFiw: s 
stomtog debut “I Want You Bad£ 

S Thesrodio was open 24 bouts a ity, sev- 
en days a week, such -was the probficont- 
. tLi, en-i'amfll recording schedule from 



tne wan, j magjc 

Supremes. 5.00 Temptations . 

All of the original recording equipnwnl 
is still here, more rudimentaiy tnan^at 
^or«r« rnnA-rn teenaeer.hasinbsbediooin- 


sjanyaiuuuHu uiuwe-- . . , 

Yet for any music lover the thrill rs tnde- 
scribable. Three microphones descend bom 
.. •>: a ikmiaht nf Diana. Mary 



anarroreiKCMautmjQ . . . 

singing those breathy “ooh-oob-oohsis ir- 
resistible. During our vial, three ekteny black 
women on vacation from New York w e re 


equally ui&eu w. ***— - 

harmonising their very own Supremes trib- 
ute. Ycm can sit at the piano played by Ste- 
vie Wonder, and dose your eyes to hear tbe 

late Marvin Gaye hitting those high notes 
on “I Heard it Thru the Grapevine”. If you 
don’t believe m ghosts, this is the sort or nxan 
that just might change your mind. Forget 
Graceland: this is quite simpty the most im- 
portant musical shrine in America. 

In the control room, which is the size 
of a broom cupboard, there is a bole in the 
floor by the mamg desk, where Bany Gordy 

sat for 13 years tapping his foot until he had 
wom right through bod the carpet and the 
linoleum. Upstairs, his apartment is pre- 
served as a perfect time-capsule of Sixties 
Mack Am erican style, with tables of strange 
geometrical shape, purples and greens and 
lava lamps. Elsewhere are the Sixties ciga- 
rette and sweet machines used by Gordy’s 

artists between sessjons- Herana tight ship, 

charging the teenage Stevie Wonder and tbe 
10-year-old Michael Jackson 10 cents for* a 
eancty bar. Another room contains gold discs, 
sequined costumes worn by the Supremes, 
and items from the stage wardrobe of Jack- 
son, who pays his dues with a large stipend 
that keeps Ihe museum going. 

Elsewhere in Detroit, the Motown trail 
runs cold Attempts to find the house where 
Diana Ross was bom, at 5736 St Antoine, 
reveal only parking lots and wasteland A 
search for Smokey Robinson’s old house 
on Belmont Street is amDarty frustrating. 
Yet It matters not. The soul of Detroit is 
preserved for ever in all its glory in the Mo- 
town Historical Museum. 

The Motown Historical Museum opens dai- 
ly from 10am to 5pm, admission $6. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


Special Interest Holidays 


Puts other holt da vs in the shade 



EXODUS 

*Ortrlmnd EjptJhiaa* 


The widest choice of routes by expedition track across Africa, Asia 
and South America (2-30 weeks) 

9 WeJr Road, London 5WJ2 OLT. Ring 0187 673 0859 for brochure 
http://www.exodustravels.co.uk 


WESTERN 

^MALAYAN 

EXPERIENCE 

U?1/29 TH AUGUST 

'v* 1998 
P0njy £1 95 

‘ ,' or less 


$‘3 toy adventure In the 
footsteps of Marco Polo and 
; • / Gengis Khan 


OWMMQH 

IWB nQgBBr 


Trek through tfae £ 
past and supports 
the future 
Leonard Chesfjfr^| 

Rate die target spansotUn^f-i- 

ga your package hKbj&ag--- 

■ Return flights tnd 

■ All food H sccoaifDoda “ 

■ Professional Guides 

■ Trivd Insurance 

and much Enditif' 

Cafl os free 
0800 
731 
37 66 


,'.?n 



EXPLORE 


New '98/99 
brochure 
_ outnowl 

I «n»n grenp Wt l nnt f anlM« r » TbllT 

e cultural Tours • Nature Tours 
Easy Hikes • wilderness Safaris 
• Major Treks • seatreks 
■ River Journeys • Tallshlp voyages 

Over 170 adventures in Europe, Greece. Turkey, 
Egypt Middle East. Africa. India. China. Japan. Asia, 
Americas. Aus/NZ. S days to 6 weeks. Prices from 
£345 to £3450. 

Cal! for brochure 

w 01252 344161 

Explore Worldwide (M) “ 

AMeratwt, GUU 1LQ “J 
FUOy Bonded AIT0/AT0L 3595 

httptf'www.explore.co.uk 1 


Balearic® 


VINTAGE SPAIN: MaBorcan & 
Mancscan tarnhouMS wftfl pools 
In unspoilt areas, near coast. 
01964 261 431. AITO ATOL 2787 


Corsica 



An tend ol 


peeks, {raven* pine taete* 
oyrtai dear rtwn. wawrfais 
and beaotjhil sedaied bMdMS- 


Small & FriendS Aube^ge* 
Mountain Inn* Cl»«k HoleK 


Mountain 

8 wdwJde Apartments 
private Fly -drive Crflng 
57 Hjmtrtil Hoad. London VW BOH, 

atxuH at* *’*•*•!**"•> asiorsm 


0171-385 8438 


Corsica 


CORSICAN PLACES. We &po- 
cttBn In Corsica. Lowly villas 
wtth pools, cottages by the sea. 
metfievnl vfllage houses A care- 
lUSy selected Hotels. We know the 
bland baiter than many resi- 
dents. VWy Mondly personal aer- 
vies. ATTO. ATQL2M7. Our 1993 
brochure now available call 
01424480046. 


SIMPLY CORSICA 1993 Brochure 
out now. Discover tbs medtaf- 
ranoan's best-kept secret, an 
bland of glorious baadns ft 
spectacular mountains, untar- 
nished by mase tourism. Villas 
wtth pools, seaside cottages, 
mountain oubergos and styflsfc 
hotels. Cal 0181 995 9383. ASIA 
VI237ATOL 1522 AfTO 


Year round wafting m uncSacov- 
erod Europe. Dramatic land- 
scapes, pretty white washed vll- 
bgett. Headwater (01600) 813339 
ATTO 2412 ATOL 


Eastern Europe 



TMRKiLTNCj 
( in BREAKS 


nuetK 


3dn«Urfr£]M 
ift CexA lr S1J4 


9 dap 1 

iof maOB W ^ B g 
AfeofeK&drir 
munST, ESTONIA 
,im AIWUltB 


f jravellers Czech 


01959 5-tOTOO 


aiw. n 

tw| 

il 


PRAGUE. VIENNA. BUDAPEST A 
Stavawa. Central pensions, 
hotels A apis. Czechere (01708) 


CZECH REPUBLIC, Hungary. 
Poland, The Battle SMss. Slova- 
kia. Romania and Vienna. Wkts 
choice of tmtfll kma l quality 
hotels, ftadbie dralkm short 


breaks, muttFcantre hoBdays. 

is Iteiel 0171 


In one brocfwre. I rare 
323 3305 ATOL 2392 ABTA V9184 


■HIST HUNGARY from Hwgarians 
who toioat C«y breaks end much 
more. Broctuerall. Cal 01 71 2B7 
4839 ATOL 3703. 


Eastern Europe 
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TSAR GAZING. 

CRUISES FR ? N £999 
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See our new 1998 brochure for bargain dty 
breaks starting at just £369. Alternatively, you 
may wish to take a special twin centre city tweak 
to Moscow and St Petersburg, or a river cruise 
from £999. In 1998 make your ordinary holiday 
extraordinary. Visit Russia with the specialist. 
Intourist Travel. Call us now for more details. 


LOhDOM MANCHESTER GLASGOW 

Jjl71_538 8600_0I6l 834JJ230 0141_2045 809 

Kcurxr/ «r sw htfrtocs to L**Sto&*g. 
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Now you can. 



Prance 



Villas & 
Cottages 

MmysBnnob 

•CMtm8|r 


01903 748127 

Ouote BR9B4 
AirOBABTAN/OOlM 


CHEZ NOUS *08 Ou! Soon I Sava 
money ■ book drset with 2,000 
prtuste owners daltypre el sell 
catering holiday property A BAB 
in Franca. Free 316 page colour 
brochure. Ten 01484 932903. 
http^swKdisznoii&som. 


VINTAGE FRANCE: Farmhouses 
wtth private pools in hidden 
Southwest. 01954 2G1431 ATTQ 


Germany 


GERMANY - Dally km cost fllgtlts 
and MM acc o mmodation. AH 
ma/ar credit cards. Please cMi 
Gentian Travel Centro 0131 429 
2900. ASTA ATOL 2977 IATA. 



Italy 


or S,MPL 

/iiscanv 


I'-US Brochiirr out now 1 


TrcJhkaud canary 
villafqmmaaiwiApooL 

ehurwang intanaZc buseii atd 

flaabk Jly-tbne hotidays. 
'Grand Tearing - . Fainting and 
Coaknry hoBdays pba than 

brenJa to Florence. 

0181 995 9323 

ism 1 137 iminauTu 


Greece 


SPRING FLOWERS Breathtaking 
views A empty beaches. D isco v e r 
Western Crate from *Jc vNage 
houses. TM 0181 760 0879 ATOL 
2757 AITO 

GRGSC ISLANDS CU/B. 1908 
Brochure features the bast hide- 
away vi Has m the Ionian A Spo* 
rejtoo Mends Tel; 01832 220477 
ABTA AITO ATOL MS 

SIMPiy CRETE 1990 Brochure Out 
No " c Escape the ma il Mi f aara and 
experience the real Crate, 
fostered country c ottegea. vNsa 
with privae poets, quality apart- 

and twnByrun hotele. Plus 

Ntena Wandering end Special 
HOSduyO. 0181 BBS 8323 
•8TA VI 337 ATOL 1922 WTO 
lONWi 1899 BroetwmOut 
Pares. Corfu. Lefirea, 
Meganiei, I theca, Caphstailo. 
Zakymho*. Villas wMi private 
P°ofc, famSy^un hotels and see- 
yie Cottages In beautttui Inca- 
tksis away Irani the mabtstraam. 
OTOT 995 9323. ABTA V1337 
ATOL ]Q22 AITO. 

GBECQRLBTTLOXENW A vtvydrt- 
teient choice of hots A fH3 lor 
who Bfiloy eO aspects ot 
Greece. AloL AitO. 01422 357999 


Italy 


WWTATKJN to TUSCANY fioman- 
and lunjrious vRasto 
W hi arena of the kwnBwrt sraaa 
Ol Tuscany TM: 0121 <9 5018 or 
0171803 7111 

gU MMER- s LEASES, handpicked 
Jjfrortei tarmhouse hoKays. For 
» hrec. Tot 0181 3330125. 


Portugal 


PORTUGUESE 


OuGty ribs Mosg Urn 
nugnfflcenl ceartflee. sad 1 
Bnaqce Mktttos el bw 
and cenagei wt in the hurt of 
rtia gtarUxs. ampeRt cwnrydda. 
Men prapertief have pwk. 
MINNQ ALGAflVE 
SINTRA ALENTEJO 

yr HsaGek Read. London VK S0H 
weva 


0171-385 4775 


OWNERS DIRECT V frpts l lni . 
houses. Book tBraet with owners. 
Colne brochure 01372 722082 
I24hrej 

SIMPIY PORTUGAL 1998 
Brochu re Out Now. Truly imSrid- 
ual visas wtth pools, glorious 
manor houses and select e d 
hotels and pousadas a# over Has 
(osdnallng country, plus flerfbte 
•W an deri ng ' heltdays and city 
breaks. 01810959323. ABTA 
vl 337 ATOL 1922 ATTO 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL- Cottages 
wtth pools In unspolb North. 
Mlnho and Douro, near coast 
01954 261431 ATTO ATOL 2787 
ABTA 


Over the last 1 2 months, 
439,000 Independent and 
Independent on Sunday readers 
have taken a holiday in the 
British Isles. 


Source: TO 1997 


Spain 


| lam 


Etcope die «asnw wufte 
, tml^ue mgr cf rvroJ farmhouse*, 
cowry iriOas wtA pools and 
exquaur mail hotels In uapciU 
loaana d vc n gh otn AnthhrUn atd j 
m Seres, najkdble 'W oMy' 

holidays and udor mod e cvtoru. 


0181 995 9323 


AumvissT arnc i«tzt *rro 


ANDALUCIA. Three romantic cot- 
tagee in olhra A lemon grove 
south from Grenada. Peaceful. 
Pool Tel: 01 584 7B2 321 


YEAR-ROUND ALTERNATIVE holi- 
days, Alpu)arra region, Southern 
Spain. MagyiLAit nutting, nww 
tabs, cflmaK. pool gwdens, per- 
sonal davefoptnere 
(01494) 782720. 


VINTAGE SPAIN: Country houses 
wtth pools In tmspottt areas of 
Catalunya end Andatuda. 01SS4 
261431 ATOL 2787 AITO ABTA 



REGENT HOLIDAYS 
31 High Street. Shankiin. Isle of Wight 
01933 366670 


TULIP HOLIDAYS 


ISTANBUL CITY BREAKS FROM £199 PP 
N. CYPRUS 7 NIGHTS FROM £399 PP 

FLIGHT ONLY ALSO AVAILABLE 
Telephone For Details 

0171 734 0484 or 
0171 287 431 8 pjfrhoduatoC*} 

67-71 Oxford Street 
London WIRirb 


SIMPLY TURKEY 1998 Brochure 
Out Now. Discover a dsiightfirfly 
ttttterenl Turkey, away from the 
rrolnstream, with eat uniq range 
of rural cottegea, vHaa *r. pools 
end Irienctty hotela. Pte our ttod- 
bie w and ering programme, a I 
Merest holidays, gutet cruising 
and Istanbul city breaks. 0181 
995 9323 ABTA V1837 ATOL 1922 
AITO 



FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Skiing Holidays 
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THE SNOWBOARD 

CONNECTION 


TSC 


BIG BEAR, 
SNOW SUMMIT, 
SNOW VALLEY 


CALIFORNIA’S 

HOTTEST 

ATTRACTIONS 


FREE LESSONS AND 
EQUIPMENT USE 
FREE MOUNTAIN GUIDING 


LIVE THE SENSATION 
THE SNOWBOARD CONNECTION 


PROBABLY THE BEST SNOWBOARD 
ADVENTURE HOLIDAY IN THE WORLD 


01922 682 633 


THE SKI CONNECTION 


Hoteb and B&Bs Apartments. Residences. OiafefcJ 
n Lar Hire. All Italian Destinations Covered 
Also France. Switzerland. Australia. Slovenia 
Provide us with the frUawine; 
locationjdatc/type of ucammodationfMax. 
BudgetlOfher services 

THE ITALIAN CONNECTION (London) 
07071 30 30 30 

BiumalDncmnwIm bnJunMUmi 


THE BE5T SKIING IN FRANCE 

• NOW. tust OWBitoJBpshs prwkiK rl ™3™ 

A tainted taess 10 Mb 

fSLfrHahnV 

iBUw. SL , 


The travel section of 
The Independent has the most 
discriminating, sophisticated 
and knowledgeable readers 
of any newspaper. 




TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


FLEXIBLE C0VE8 TO 
SUIT YOUE NEEDS 


01243 817781 


vsss 



SAVE £ 111 


PLUS TRAVEL 


BIG SKIING, SMALL VILLAGE 
Atcs . 3 VaHeysj Vaim^ 
Excellent Chotatarilotaia. Fro, 
S199I SERIOUS FUN 0171 4C 
1018. 

BELLE PLAGNE. Private ap 

Colour TY Dtafiwaahet Stoerai 

AvhB. DeoApri 
_E20Q-35 0pw. Q1Z77 214445. 
Otemrer the undteuwrad. Non* 
2 * 5 - Pnmy unapoKt vfllogei 
WereJTy txjieis S great reoioru 

tend. 01806 813338 lor ■wSSS 
Handwalci AITO 24 12 ATOL 


If you wish to 
advertise 
in this 


section please 
call the 

tael Team 

on 

01712932222 
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Family album: Bowie ran Sunday night folk sessions at the Three Tuns, above, now called the Rat and Parrot, before his meteoric rise 


Photograph: Andrew Buunman 


The ch-ch-ch-changing face of Ziggy’s Beckenham 
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n Memphis, say, or Liverpool, you 
vould be in no doubt that a very 
amous rock star indeed hailed ' 
Tom those parts. Andy Bull set out 
on the trail of feme - in suburbia. 


This is not Memphis. It is Beckenham, slap 
bang in the suburban drab-lands of south 
London, and the fact that David Bowie grew 
up here and, indeed, did not leave until his 
1972 album Ziggy Stardust made him a ma- 
f jor star, has passed the place by. It’s the 
same story in Dartford, four A to Z pages 
east, where Midc Jagger and Keith Richard 
grew up. 

Why is it, when there is very nearly a 
superstar for every suburb, that these 
places are not bristling with blue plaques, 
offering bus tours round the relevant sites 
and opening childhood homes to the pub- 
lic, kitted out in period G-plan with a gui- 
tar left nonchalantly on a candlewick 
bedspread and a lyric scrawled in a school- 
book on the kitchen table? 

I put it down to indifference and em- 
barrassment. Indifference from local 
burghers, and the embarrassment of rock 
stars - for whom image is all - about their 
mundane suburban roots. Bowie even used 
.to claim be was from Brixton. But the truth 
^ is out there, in Beckenham and in Dartford, 
though it took a day trip to find it 

As the train rattles off through South 


London you can see why these boys would 
disown then: origins. The inner city, with 
its seedy shops and dubious communal 
houses, would have been nectar to a sub- 
urban kid. 

How his heart would have sunk as the 
train took him out past cool and slightly- 
scaiy Brixton and relentlessly on through 
Heme Hill with its detached villas and wide, 
green, open spaces. Why. Sydenham HilJ 
station even has a nature reserve! Then it 
gets really ridiculous - you get places with 
joke names, like Penge. 

Imagin e the embarrassment of taking 
the ultra-cool, kookie American chick 
called Angie, whom you met in a West End 
club, down this line and getting out at Beck- 
enham Junction, with its ornate Victori- 
an ironwork. 

Imagine running 
the gauntlet of 
shops selling 
prints of the 
parish church. 

Fabulous Crea- 
tures glass ani- 
mals and “superb 
sausages hand- 
made on the 
premises ", as you 
make for the pub 
where you run an 
arts lab and org- 
anised a free ' 
open-air festival. 


But David Bowie did just that. 

The pub - Bowie knew' it as the Three 
Tuns but it is now the Rat and Parrot - was 
an obvious starting-point on ray Rock the 
Suburbs tour. He used to run Sunday night 
folk sessions in the back room. After his 
first hit single. “Space Oddity", in 1969 he 
got more ambitious, and renamed these ses- 
sions an Arts Lab, where a strange hybrid 
of mime, pocuy, art. Buddhist incantation, 
tie-dyeing classes and tee-form jazz took 
place. Bowie even wrote a song, called 
“Memory of a Free Festival", about a mul- 
ti-media event he organised here, which 
contains the toe-curling tine. “I kissed a lot 
of people that day”. 

If this were America the Rat and Par- 
rot, which stands behind a particularly heavy 
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Dartford: 

the 

suburb 
where no 
Stone was 
left 

unturned 
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Dartford is not a pretty 
place, but a generation 
ago it offered life* 
changing opportunities 
for Mick Jagger and 
Keith Richards. Andy Bull 
revisited their old 
stamping-ground. 


I look the train from Sun- 
dridge Park in search of Mick 
and Keith. Trains and stations 
had become inseparable to 
the story I was following, and 
Sundridge Park was a particu- 
larly nice one. It’s a spotless 
little place, hidden in a cut- 
ting and flanked by beech 
trees, and exists on a litde 
three-station line that would 
take me just one stop on my 
journey to Grove Park, ll 
even has a period open-air 
gents’ urinal. 

I could tell I was in a nme- 
warp from the only other pas- 
sencer. It was Wednesday, and 
he was still reading last Sundays 
Net* of the World. I changed 
trains' and headed for 
Lewisham, from where I could 
net to Dart/ond. On lhe ivav 1 
sat back with my feet up. im- 
that scene tom 



Quadmphenia where lhe sound 
track is “Out of my Brain on the 
Train-. 

Dartford is not a pretty sight 
The town centre is swamped un- 
der monoliths, including the 
Orchard Theatre, a multi-storey 
car park and a string of ware- 
house shops. To lhe casi lhe 
Glaxo Wellcome headquarters 
manages to look exactly like an 
architectural model of a new- 
bunding. rather than the real 
thing: all immaculate grass, gush- 
ing fountains and neat link* fig- 
ures striding purposefully. 

The station is a mess. The 
indicator boards don't work, 
and nor d*» the staff. 

li is. nevertheless, historic. 


Because it was here, in I960, 
on lhe London-bound plat- 
form. that former friends and 
neighbours Mick Jagger and 
Keith Richards were reunit- 
ed. Mick was going to lec- 
tures at lhe London School of 
Economies: Keith to Sidcup 
Art College, where he was 
studying technical illustration. 
Mick was carrying a pile of 
blues records, and on the 
train journey they got talking 
about what music they liked. 

Shortly afterwards Kciih 
joined Mick in a band called 
Little Bov Blues and the Blue 
Bovs, and the partnership 
from which the Rolling Slones 
would develop was tv*m. 


camouflage of window boxes and hanging 
baskets, would be called Bowie’s. The menu 
would boast Ziggy burgers and Young 
American fries, and a tall glass of milk 
would be a Thin White Drink. Man- 
nequins would be sporting the costumes of 
the Spiders from Mars. 

Not so in Beckenham. 

The barmaid sounded slightly apologetic 
as she broke it to me that they had absolutely 
no Bowie memorabilia on the premises. 
“There might have been some once.” she 
said, "hut since it was taken over by Scot- 
tish and Newcastle it got themed like this." 
She looked around in silence at the open- 
plan-hut-oide-worlde place, with its cus- 
tomers sipping cappuccinos and eating late 
breakfast. There was nothing more to be said. 

In between his first, isolated hit single 
and his emergence three years later as a 
fully formed rock star, David Bowie lived 
with Angie in a cavernous flat at Haddon 
HaJl. a Gothic Victorian villa just north of 
the town centre, at 42 Southend Road. Here 
he wrote most of the material for the al- 
bums The Man B7j oSold the World , Hunky 
Dory and Ziggy Stardust. Night after night, 
with his guitarist Mick Ronson and the rest 
of his hand, he honed songs such as 
"Moonage Daydream ”, “Changes”, “.Andy 
Warhol”. "Queen Bitch” and “Kooks". 
Bowie has said that the character of Zig- 
gy Stardust, lhe first of many strange and 
compelling personas that he created for 
himself, was horn in Haddon Hall. 


But us 1 reach the spot, past houses so 
vast and set so far back that they are al- 
most out of sight I discover that Haddon 
Hall is no more; No 42 has been replaced 
by a block of flats and a road called Shan- 
non Way. 

In 1970, while living at Haddon Hall, 
David and Angie got married at Bromley 
Register office. If they had married at a 
wedding chapel in Las Vegas, their names 
would still be up in lights outside. But in 
Bromley, I found, they won’t even confirm 
that a marriage took place. 

Haddon Hall became a commune, a 
court in which Bowie was the ever-feted 
king. Over-indulgence in sex, drugs and any- 
thing else that was going, was the norm. 
Maybe this accounts for the fact that, on 
the day Neil Armstrong became the first 
man on the moon, David saw an alien 
spacecraft land in Southend Road. And per- 
haps mind-expanding substances fuelled his 
desire to get in touch with any aliens in the 
Beckenham area. One night he stood on 
the roof aiming a wire coathanger at the 
skies, urnil a golfer on the Beckenham Place 
Park course behind Haddon Hall yelled at 
him: "Do you gel BBC2?" This, presum- 
ably, was a topical joke at the time. 

Bowie's weirdness was not an acL There 
was madness on his mother’s side of the 
family and his constant fear was that it 
would be visited upon him, as it had been 
on his half-bother, Terry Burns. Terry, 15 
years Bowie’s senior, suffered increasing- 


ly severe bouts of schizophrenia and was 
finally committed to Cane Hill Hospital in 
Coulsdon. He eventually killed himself by 
jumping under a train at the neighbouring 
Coulsdon South station. 

. Tferry had a huge influence on David dur- 
ing his early teens, and inspired the songs 
“All The Madmen" on The Mart who Sold 
the World, and “The Bewlay Brothers" on 
Hunky Dory. 

In the days be was close to Terry, 
David was living at the family home, 24 
Plaistow Grove, a mile or so to the wesL 
As I walked there I reflected that it was his 
streak of weirdness that lifted Bowie out 
of the ordinary and made him a star, some- 
one who could constantly reinvent himself. 
Without the strangeness, he would prob- 
ably never have risen above his suburban 
roots. 

Plaistow Grove is a tight, square cul-de- 
sac of terraced cottages beside Sundridge 
Park Station. The house next door to 
Bowie's old home beam a plaque which 
reads: “An artist lives here". An artist lived 
next door, too, but there is nothing to tell 
you so, or hint that this was the place where 
a nine-year-old picked up a guitar, thrashed 
out a Chuck Beny song, and announced 
to his startled parents (hat he was going to 
be a rock star. 

Today, the only music comes from a pub 
called the Crown. “Live Duo Karma" and 
Mike and Beanie are among the forth- 
coming attractions. 


1 walked out to their child- 
hood homes, past the schools 
that had divided them. Mick 
went to the grammar in West 
Hill, Keith to the technical 
school tine street away in 
Miskin Road. If Dartford is a 
suburb, then the little Thir- 
jje.s enclave where Mick and 
Kciih grew up is a suburb of 
lhe suburb. Keith lived in a 
rial above a now-empty shop 
at 33 Chastillian Road, across 
the street from a pub called 
The Dart - referring, if its 
sign is to be believed, to a 
river rather than the game of 
arrows - and a gift shop 
called Grott. presumably in 
homage to Reggie Perrin. 

First left is Denver Road, 
where Mick lived at number 
.i9, and in the garden of 
which, each morning, he went 
through a daily regime of 
physical exercise instilled in 
him hv his fitness instructor 
father. Oh, how the neigh- 
bours must have laughed. As 
I walked along, those old fa- 
miliar suburban smells of cre- 
osote and conifer hedges hit 
me once again. There was 
Number 39. with its neai little 
from garden full of orange 
marigolds and jls .semi-de- 
tached front freshly peb- 


hledashcd. Ami suddenly J re- 
alised that the suburbs were 
growing on me - that they 
have a character that is cruel- 
ly overlooked. After all, if 
stucco is quite acceptable on 
New Mexico pueblos, why is 
pebbledash so derided? If 
cobblestones and sash win- 
dows are OK in Coronation 
Street, why can’t UPVC and 
pink concrete brick-effect 
paving be admired in Acacia 
Avenue? 

And then, as 1 trekked ou 
down Chastillian Road to 
Wentworth Primary School, 
where the Glimmer Twins 
first met as five-year-olds, 
the answer to my question 
presented itself. It is be- 
cause pebbledash, plastic 
windows and concrere 
blocks are innately, ir- 
refutably horrible. 

The suburbs were begin- 
ning to gel to me. as they 
got to Mick and Keith. Bui 
before 1 fled f had to pay 
homage at one last location 
- Bexley Hospital, just 
across the A2 in old Bexley 
Lane. In fact, this hospital 
features twice in the Rolling 
Stones story. In the Seven- 
ties. it was the place where 
Mick's ex-girlfriend, Mari- 


anne Faithful!, spent seven 
months trying to cure her 
drug addiction. But, in the 
late Fifties, it had a far more 
important role in forming the 
Mick Jagger that we know 
and love. For it was here 


that, working as a porter dur- 
ing his school holidays, Mick 
lost his virginity, in a cup- 
board, to a nurse. Proving, 
once and for all. that, what- 
ever else they may lack, there 
is sex in the suburbs. 



Ireland 

Lu/€ a different life 

HOLIDAYS ’98 

Ireland’s tourist boards, north and 
south, have got together to create some 
unforgettable breaks and holidays 
this year. From B&Bs ro castles, from 
long weekends ro weeks on end, you’ll 
find Ireland’s world famous welcome is 
now warmer than ever. For our frill 
colour brochures, call us free on 

0800 55 5598. 
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An Oxford education 
without the fees 


Who wants to pay museum 
charges? Catherine Stebbrngs devises a 
free day out in Britain*s oldest 
university city. 


Behind the colleges, the vast meadows 
and parks offer a perfect respite from the 
traffic-tom centre. On the banks of the river 
beside Magdalen Bridge are the Botanic 
Gardens, with living plunder from around 
the world 


Bewitched by the mask oF the devil doctor, 
and faced with a line of shrunken heads 
strung up like bobbing apples, wc ran into 
the clutches of flesh-eating plants and 
human corpses, and still had time for hot 
chocolate in between. 

Oxford is a city that has nurtured aca- 
demics for over 800 years, so it is not sur- ■ 
prising that it houses some magnificent 
collections, bequeathed, collected and 
looted from around the world. It is perhaps 
more unexpected to find that so much is 
free to the public. A large student popu- 
lation also ensures a range of inexpensive 
and informal places to eat. making Oxford 
excellent value for a family day oul 

The city's museums and galleries are all 
within walking distance of one another. 
While each one offers more than enough 
to see, museum hopping is easy, reward- 
ing and particularly good for children who 
get bored in a single place. It also allows 
you to look round the city while avoiding 
its appalling commercial centre. 

The diversity of Oxford museums caters 
for all tastes. Britain's oldest museum. The 
Ashmolean, is the largest of the Univers- 
ity museums, with a superb collection of art 
and applied arts from around the world. 
Students still sketch classical casts in the 
foyer, and an active education department 
guides hordes of visitors around the high- 
lights, which include such diverse artefacts 
as the exquisite Anglo-Saxon cloisonne 
Alfred Jewel, fine Italian renaissance 
paintings, and the shell-studded deerskin 
duak worn by Pocahontas's father. 

Meanwhile, the florid Victorian archi- 
tecture of the University Museum com- 
plements its polished cases of insects, 
rocks and stuffed fowl below. Bones and 
bodies are mainly intact, except tor the dodo 
- only his head and feet arc preserved. 

Nothing, though, can prepare you for 
the eccentric collection of anthropological 
trophies to be seen at the Pitt Rivers col- 
lection. housed within the museum. After 
such sights, even the most avant-garde ex- 
hibition at the Museum of Modem Art 
(Moma) would seem relatively tame. 


The visitors 

City breakers were Hannah, eight and Imo- 
gen and Sophie, both seven. Between 
them they wanted to see paintings, di- 
nosaurs and people punting on the river. 


The deal 

We took the bus in from the Park and Ride 
to the Ashmolean Museum, where we con- 
centrated on the Egyptian and Western art 
galleries. We took a short walk to Browns 
for hot chocolate and croissants, and then 
continued our museum craw] to the Uni- 
versity Museum and the adjoining Pitt 
Rivers Museum. We walked past the cen- 
tral University buddings before lunching in 
the covered market. We walked through 
Christ Church Meadow, had a rest on the 
river bank, and finished in the humid green- 
houses of the the Botanical Garden. 


Hannah: We did a lot but I don't think it 
was loo much. It was a good W3y to see Ox- 
ford, and 1 am glad we didn't go shopping. 
I really liked the Ashmolean, in particular 
the picture galleries. I liked the very colour- 
ful picture of the hunt [by Uccello]. Some 
people were on horses and others were on 
the ground with the dogs. They wore 
strange dotbes like red tights and soft-look- 
ing hats. The wood was very dark, but you 
could see lots of flowers on the ground. 

I thought the Pitt Rivers was a very un- 
usual museum, with lots to see. There were 
Eskimo clothes and snow shoes, bagpipes, 
shrunken heads, bows and arrows and lots 
of weird thing s. I drew a picture of the totem 
pole and a very old Indian doll. 
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Bones and bodies: Oxford’s University Museum 


Photograph: David Rose 


purple and white. 1 really liked Lhe Egypt- 
ian gallety in the Ashmolean. They paint- 
ed people in profile but you could sec their 
whole eye. The mummies were really 
good. 


Sophie: All the museums in Oxford seem 
very old-fashioned. I suppose they are here 
because of the university. 

The best museum was the University 
Museum where there were lots of stuffed 
animals, and bones of animals and dino- 
saurs. There was even a human skeleton. 
I looked at a stone through a big magni- 
fying glass and saw lots of crystals. There 
was a dark room with lots of glowing crys- 
tals of different colours; pink, blue, green. 


Imogen: Oxford is a nice place, full of stu- 
dents and bicycles. The colleges where they 
live look very grand, with nice gardens. Wc 
also saw quite a few homeless people: one 
had a three-year-old child. 

I think we went to ton many museums 
but I liked them all. even if 1 got tired. The 
University Museum was good; it looked like 
a station with a glass roof. There was no 
hands-on anywhere but 1 was loo busy look- 
ing to care. 


The covered market was fun. with lots 
of butchers' shops, a flower shop and a cake 
shup. where we watched them decorate the 
cakes with things like Spice Girls and Telly- 
luhhies. 

We saw lots of people punting on the 
river and children feeding the ducks. In the 
Botanical Garden 1 saw a cocoa plant, a 
banana tree, carnivorous plants and lots of 
cacti like you sec in cartoons. We didn't go 
to the Disney shop. 


Oxford orientation 
Transport and parking: Oxford’s main- 
line station is It) minutes' walk from the 
centre. Cur parking in the centre is inad- 
equate and expensive for daily rates, but 


car parks are well signed throughout the 
centre. Park and Rides at Peaitree (north), 
Redbridge (south). Sea court (west) and 
Thornhill (east) cost 5 Op per day plus £1.20 
bus fare, children free'. 

Tourist information; The Old School, 
Gloucester Green, open Mon-Sat 930am- 
5pm (01865 726871). 

Free attractions: Ashmolean Museum, 
Beaumont Street (01856 278000). Open 
Tues-Sat 10am-4pm r Sun 2pm-*pm. Uni- 
versity Museum. Parks Road, (01856 
27094*9). Open Mon-Sat I2pm-5pm. Pitt 
Rivers. Parks Road, (01S65 270949). 
Open Mon-Sat Uam-430pm. Botanical 
Garden, greenhouses open 2pm-4pm dai- 
lv. Bate collection of Musical Instru- 


ments. St A1 dates (01S565 2276139). 
Open Mon-Fri 2pm-5pra, Sat (lerm only) 
10pm- 12pm. Museum of History of Sci- 
ence, Broad Street (01865 277280). Open 
Tues-Sat 12pm-4pm. 

Food and drink for families: There is a 
good range of pubs, restaurants and cafes 
but the following are pleasant for snacks 
and meals for all ages: Browns, 7 Wood- 
stock Road; Ashmolean Museum Cafe, 
Beaumont Street; Mortons, 104 Covered 
Market (for spectacular hot chocolate); 
Moma cafe, Pembroke Street (good for 
mums with youn g babies). Little Clarendon 
Street has nice bistros and an excellent ice- 
cream parlour. 

Toilets: St Aldates, Market Street. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS, UK 


FAX: 0171 293 250S 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies. 




Late Availability 


Holidays Afloat UK 


Isle of Wight 


: The Selham Country^ 
House Hotel & Restaurant 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY S until 
Hants. Lux boats. (01256) 
703691. 


Last year over a quarter of a million Independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 


For only £4.70 per line or £4.23 per line if both Saturday and 
Sunday are booked (inc VAT), you can advertise your holiday home 
vacancies throughout the year. Your advertisement will appear in 
the Time Off section of The Independent on Saturday and/or the 
Travel Supplement of the Independent On Sunday. 


TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
Monday to Friday J 0am - 5pm. 
or e-mail us at mhull@independent.co.uk 
or fax us on 0171 293 3156 
or complete and return the coupon below to: 

The Travel Team. Classified Advertising, 

The Independent. One Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 
and include your payment by cheque 
or Access/Visa/Amex/Diners Card 


N.B. Private advertisers only* (two properties or less) 


BEACHCOMBER 

MAURITIUS 





are ttie specialist 
tour operator to 
Mauritius and feature 
seven of the most 
exclusive resorts on 
the island! 

For the best 
accommodation, 
unrivaled service, 
unsurpassed cuisine- 
and the finest 
sporting facilities 
call us on 

01483 533008 


* BEACHCOMBER « 


or contact your local 
independent travel 


South Africa 



CAPE TOWN, luxury villa. Blriops NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS - Die- 
2/10. tally oqinppodJNe mins pnctM tarts 8 fam*y homes, non- 

Irom beach. £750 pw.Tal: 01225 stop fflghts to Boston brochure 
446388 Una: 01727 8&2211. FuUy 

bonded. ABTA VS1B4 ATTO ATOL 


South America 


Insertion dates: 

Classification:. — 

I enclose a cheque for £ — 

made payable to Newspaper Publishing Pic 

or debit my Access/Visa/Amex/Diners account by £ 

Card No: Expiry date 

Your Details: 

Name 

Address. 
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JOURNEY 

> latinX 

AMERICA J 


broad Gopi Usfitjm 

01817478315 

Scheduled fKgftb 

01817473108 

MadwerBrwdi 

0161 8321441 

AsL for our FREE magazine 
uknNiaimirrtotouralQ^ouk. 
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Newspaper Pubtetang pic 
regrefsjhat although every 
reasonable precaution Is taken, 
no responsibly can be 
accepted for flights andtor 
accommodation offered 
through these columns, or any 
loss arismg therefrom. Readers 
are advised to take all 
necessary precautions before 
entering into any travel 
anangeroerfe. 
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LAST MINUTE AVAII.ABI1.ITY 

Ail inclusive Chriumas & New Year's programmes 
24th -27lh December and 3 1 si December -1st January 
i inr r.-tbul. >u>. Cl in *4 n ian pmeramme includes j iraililnmal 
Chrisinu- lunch, superb a la carle dinnerv mulled wine. 
eim>l -uigcrs. lug fires, clay pigcnn shooting and pony trap 
rido l hr i mgh the beautiful country Janes around Selham. 
Why m<t |>iin our New Year's Fvc festivities? Rucks Fizz 
am! canapes fnlfnwed hy an amazing a ia carte dinner, 
then dance the night away unlit the small hours ! 


BRITAIN’S BEST Self Drive Nar- 
rowboM Mondays. Widest choice. 
Beginners very welcome. Tst 
01905 6100B7. 


Winter Breaks 


SOMERSET Wedmora. Cost bam 
convsnriorURps 2/4.ETB 3 keys. 
Ava&now + XON8MY2 rtfs £700 
nts£9(L0l 834 713268 


Devon & Cornwall 


Call Now: 0 1798-867373 


PVstive Breaks 


COME AMD CELEBRATE NEW T EAR AT 
COMBE GROVE MANOR HOTEL i COUNTS? CLUB 



Tha degmt 18lii Cauurr Manor House Hood tmh Us unrtnllcd sports 
and leisure CacilliKs h hosuiu lhe ultimate cppeumlr; fc* you in rdon uri 
tn IS9# st/h srvte fvrns your s uy yvu utS en/en s/lemnra lea. 
cJwmpa#k- rtrepuori Gala dinner dance wrh * tore bend and luntocus 
jccianmodalkm ail in j <eutce trturb b second id oner. 

For mure Wonnaikn call rv serrations on 01336 834644 


BttASSKNOCKER HU ■ MONKTON COMBE ■ BATH BA2 7FC 


FOWEY/POLRUAN. Charming 
waterside cottages. Superb 
views. Central Heating. Dinghies 
available. Pets welcome. 0157B 
344687 


1998 best ev«r tuB colour 
bioduire- 01758 702201 


1BC STONE COTTS nr Padstow. 
olookmg perfect beach. NT area 
Log Bras. CH. Xmas from El 50 
pw. Tst 0181 7487537. 


f JANUARY SPECIAL A 
4 nights from £79 
Bed, breakfast & evening meal 

huge seafront hotel, entertainment, 
indoor pool, jacuzzl sauna 

♦FREE CAR FERRY* 
Sandringham Hotel 
•Seafront, Sandown, Isle of Wight 

Tel: 01 983 406655 

♦Christmas Special* 
\27th - 30th December 499 y 


East Anglia II Pembrokeshire 


NORFOLK / SUFFOLK'S Welcome 
Cottages. 1938 COtaur brochure. 
01758 702205 


Ir elan d 


The Lake District 


8X DAVIDS, Farmhouse. SoH 
Catering . SJpa 6. Near coast peril. 
Tat 01437 720883. 


Scotland 


SHAMROCK Cottages, 288 select 
IndMdual cottages In superb 
locations. Disc Fares. ATTO. Col 
8ra 01883881080 
IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 1998 
the premier choice. 300 (odhrid- 
ual cottages an tourist boerd 
approved. Farmhouses and 
hotels, boating holidays and 
horse drawn carmans. Many wsi- 
cotne pets. Call 01502 560 888 
(24 Mrs). 



HILLTHWAITE HOUSE, Winder, 
mere. Thombanow Road, over- 
looking lake. Ail rooms ansutte 
(some with Jacuzzi baths) Satel- 
lite TV. taamaldng. Sauna. Tylo 
Steam Room and heated Indoor 
pool solely lor our guests’ use. 
knights. Scourse dinner BAB 
Ind.VAT only E99. 3nlghta only 
£130. Brochure: 015394 43838 
LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1998 colour brochure, 
D1 756 702208 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1998 colour brochure. 
Phone now II 01756 702213 


The New Year's Eve 
Spectacular 

at Birnkm celebrate the 
admit of 1996 in style with a 
wen course gourmet meal, 
harpist and tun casino. 
£155 per person inc 
accommodation based cm 
two sharmfi. 

Special Break £70 DB&B 
Langford Budville. 
Wellington. Somerset. 

Tel: 01823 400070 


BEST OF BRIGHTON t SUSSEX 
Cottages. Close lo sea. town A 
countryside. 10 % discount tor 
Xmas. 01273 308779 


Scoflaad, Northumberland, Lakes, 
Dales, North York Moors, Peaks, i 
Wales, East Anglia, Kent, Sussex, 
Cotswolds, Dorset, Isle of Wight, 
West Countiy + Ireland -prices 
less than UK even md. knytt 



A superb selection of quality 
character cottages in the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park. All properties furnished 
to the highest standards. 

Phone now for free colour brochure 

01239 - 881397 ^ 


*55 COTTAQES/FARMHOUSES 
Wales; afl Tourist 
Graded. Wales HoUays - 
625287 


Signature. — . 


For further details 

please call The Travel Team on 0 1 7 1 293 2222 


INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


Independent and 
Independent on Sunday readers 
took over 23 million holidays last 
year, with at least one holiday per 
reader being in the UK. 


Source- 701 997 


Activity Holidays 


LEARN TO SWIM 
IN ONLY 2 DAYS 



TELEPHONE: 

(01437) 781061 


H 01756 70220 QI 


ACTIVITY CHRISTMAS 4 NEW 
YEAR BREAKS -ACORN ACTIVI- 
TIES TR_- 01 432 830083 


Independent and 
Independent on Sunday readers 
are the most frequent holiday 
makers within the UK. 


Source: TO 1997 


NORFOLK BROADS Secluded 
toryiate cottage. Rhw and 
wure ctoao by. Log fire. 

'"aoHly/mld-iraek/long 
"wwondH 01603 784061. 


51 Northumbria 
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Take Off 


Me Off 


Me Off 


Because we think the world of you 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 
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E318 £578 
£336 £591 


NEW YORK 
BOSTON 
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£132 £165 MEXICO CITY 


£126- £165 
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AUCKLAND 

£374 

£679 

FLORIDA 

£175 

BANGKOK 

£249 

£385 

IDS ANGELES 

£169 

HONGKONG 

£279 

£375 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£182 
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INDIA 

JO'BURG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 

NAIROBI 


£244 £329 
£274 £456 


VANCOUVER 
LAS VEGAS 


CARIBBEAN 

GENEVA 
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£251 £385 
£187 £329 
£264 
£319 
£325 E495 
£198 
£1 


£267 
£89 £89 


TRAIL 


r i me. mas® i \T 


Unequivocal prote ction against airline insolvency - CAA approved 
worldwide attention to detail 


ERS 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


AROUND THE WORLD £777 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER 

MALAYSIA FROM £525 PER PERSON 

includes 7 nights in a luxury beach hotel, 
return flights and all pre-paid taxes. 

Otter based on twin share. 


For the real Mown on woridwide 
travel, lYaiffindere Is your one stop 
travel stop. 

Tra Bonders offers more low cost 
flights to more desti nation s flan 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we cao tailor-make your very 
own package with op to 65% discount 
on hotels and car hire worldwide. 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 - USA £31 • AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £48 • ASIA £27 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £12 PER DAY • CAU. NOW FOR DUR TMORMADE WORLDWIDE AND NOTCH AMERICA BROCHURES 


Hois** CtojQg, 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILF1NDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-933 3366 ANYTIME 
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ATOL 1458 ' IMA ABK 69701 


42-50 Earls Court Road 
Lung Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 
ling Haul Travel: 

First & Business Class: 

215 Kensington High Street 
Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensway 
WOrldwride Travel: 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

254-284 SauGhlehall Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

58Deansgale 
Worldwide Travel: 
First & Business Class: 


LONDON W8 6FT 
0171-038 3366 

LONDON W87RG 
0171-9383939 
0171-938 3444 

LONDON W86BD 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM B4 66S 
0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 
MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969 
01 El -839 3434 


Al! our travel ccJiires arc c^cn Mon-S’l 9-6pm • Tnurs 9-7prr • Sun 10-Spm 


Trailiinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


people think the world of us! 


* STA TRAVEL * 


WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 
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{49 i Athens £126 : SanFhndsn £242 • Singapore £399 

SB : New York £152 | Vancouver £288 \ Bode Janeiro M49 

£58 ■ Boston £152 £ Mexko 059 \ Tokyo £09 

£87 l Los Angeles £218 I Bangkok £379 5 Sydney £626 

£113 ! Ifiari £230 : Kirfa Lurapir B79 : Aoddand £676 
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Tkavel as many times 
as you like from 
£59.95 a yeat 


With our .annual Iravol ,, , 

in*.ur.mce you c.in l.iLe an L 
unlimiU-d number nl I rip- ambhicmh 
T o «m.l. vail beiH-tvn ;©£~5§ Insurance 

and 8pm Monday io Services 

0800 700 737 

. .i i.+RiW*. r.*.% 7.TPi....rff ..vi.i.«»- 

*nwt* a" I »!■.— • I ■* , T I “>'»•’* -« '"J-T* 

■ Bl.in.au>. f - ■!■"•' W •I'n 1 


Air travel - Eurostar tickott 
tow cost WvtJ insurance 
adventures 
lATAAcmdhcd 
or arenis ' 


i D=EI. 3A7 - 7P” • f.'.DN • ! 

CHEAPEST 
FLIGHTS 

0121 698 9898 
0181 406 4060 


★ USA and 
CANADA * 



Prices from 
New York £-jsg 
'Boston El 59 
-Florida £190 
L03 Angles £220 
Denver £220 
Chicago £205 
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FLIGHTB 


eesiyle 


1 USA a Canada 1 

| Worldwide 

I G.itwiek 

1 01203 5G8 300 

TM 

| 0171 757 2000 

| 01 71 757 2444 


M II 



rt Value:- Air Fares - car 

177/178 Tottenham Court Road London wy oU t 
AT0LXU3 IAT» *—*——'"*"* 


L0990 329 326 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


SUNSHARE VACATIONS 


lints Own: Mnn-Fri Bam-8pm. Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-5pm. 
fad rknhr VltJUlBl h fhwb lid. ABtA VI W «IMW> 




[a 01420-88724 


kUSTRALIAl 

iFAnes from I 


£600 


£ 64-7 


fS 0171-497 0515 


2 01420-88380 
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THAILAND 

I Fnov. £476 f? I 
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lehUm km* — £179 

Mam £179 Drew — £199 

LzKfH _ £179 Neuphy £219 
Ugq £149 taott — £179 

SM CHMnHB reott 
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Sehtanry £79 lefns— .£99 

Mi 09 twbvk-09 


For d yw LM asT S3BUB 

aauiQBiflWiu 

plum • Cw Him e Airport HoMU 
•Airport Parting Ulnuranee 

CAU. NO* FOR DEIASU OF 
HIMMtHK MORE BARGAINS 

0990143301 




-m.' Co-op Travel < 

*** DIRECT 




SOUTH AFRICA 

FARES FROM : 


01420-80828 1 £382 


u 

u 0171-287 5535 
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Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 



Take someone 
you love 
away for the 
weekend. 


eJETLINE 


ri5‘> USA NS!-. 

79 CiftlSBEiN 

.99 S. «mici 

109 c^tacA 
09 IMP! A 
1J0 FAR EAST 
■1 79 AUSTRAI U 


SPECIALS 

?HiN.n;is: oasiii: iwvccf.sii.) 

miimniu 


FL1GHTSEATS 



student and youth travel 


In touch 


0990 239904 


AMSTERDAM 

ATHENS 

AUCK1.AND 

AUSTRALIA 

OEIJINC 

GEF.LIN 

RUEN05 AIRES 

CHICAGO 
DUULIN 
HONC KONG 
JOTIURG 


...Campus Travel makes sense 

to w inn 
E AS VEC AS i r 1A7 7J0 

LA SAN FRAN 145 V.O 

LISBON 53 "1 

MILAN AO IIS 

NEW YORK 
PARIS 
H!0 
HOME 
SEOUL 
SINGAPOHE 
TOKYO 


Europe Special's — 

Copcnhogen £87 rtn 
Progue £ 122 rtn 


Zurich £39 rtn 

r=,'- 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
MEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMERICA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AF RICA 

THRIFTWAY 
il TRAVEL 

53 0171 -490 1490 


0121 -4 14 1848 
0121 233 4.411 
01274 3C326I 
01273 S70226 
0117 929 249-1 
01203 22S777 
0131 643 3303 
0141 5S3 ISIS 
0141 273 1721 
01 IS 9 2-i 0104 
0 1 845 242047 
01345 464730 
01 14 275 2552 


Paris £69 ‘ 
Brussels £65* 
Lille £59 


FOR THE BEST' 

WORLDWIDE 


SVCNOR GAHOC.MS. LONDON SWIW I 
■ Viet-jr-. e I 


(jmpus 


AIRFARES 


0345 

303030 

or see av appointed travel agent 
or nuimy sutum. 





student & youth travel 

ivrt.ee 


c u r o s t <1 r 


Airport Parking 




HEATHROW E4.95 per day. Froa 
iwrtdno idtH u days. Max charga 
E8S.3E) up to 100 days Soon* 
Paridnfl 0101 013 8130 


The travel section of 
The Independent has the most 
discriminating, sophisticated 
and knowledgeable readers 
of any newspaper. 

Sxwi CaMsr * HmWOSflw 


WE FIX rr ALL 

Top quality; lowest scheduled fares 

• Accommodation, budget to luxurious 

■ Entonnade itineraries & sightseeing tours 
■Can Campwvan hire, coach & ran tours 


XmJS Opernr.q 



12 HWi Street, Alton, Hants, GU34 1BN fl 
373-375 The Strand, London WC2fi OJF m 
52 Regent Street. London, W1R6DX 3 
FAXn O1«2042d3 «f OTM-497 2923 w 1 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


4/10 Richmond Rood, Kingston, Surrey KT2 jiHL 


CA ,M?;Nc h'XOC C'C 

Book carh and save 15% Pins XT uxtciicv Evcharige Offc^, 

Lvci.^.-Lv- : i •- ;.c A 

tV.-.-r. .-v.w.". :v "c-ric-* v-*~C~'*r.r~v.r.c ssrviCC ■ ' 'jCfT 
<•-- L.'. 2v:.'. ■ r.-V w.-a-Ar. J- *< %. 

y L .’jfe ^ 

/ huersr. cc -,;^s v: ^ Hfcki, 
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AUSSIE SPECIAL 

to Sydney. 
Melbourne or 
Brisbane 


WHY SHOP 
AROUND FOR 
TRAVEL 
INSURANCE? 
IT’S FREE AT 
LUNN POLY. 


BANGKOK = ." 4 I A/17Q . 

HONG KONG £369 , f Q with 1 

§111 | virgin atlanilctf ( 
&ANSETT , 
1 for departures: t 
1 12 Jan -14 Jun 98 | 


SINGAPORE 


FORA FRK 
COPY OF ANY 
OF OUR 
BROCHURES 
CALI US 
NOW 
OH 


, V/--H!U,Mrk«Tn 


Fret itstre.ee wltb tty kreebtre* orersas 


REAL HOLIDAYS 

“We think of all the wasted holidays before we found Ramblers'’ wr ° te a 
returning after five holidays with us. From Britain’s Lake District throughout Europe to 
South Africa. N & S America, Nepal and the Far East. Iceland. Alaska and 
Australasia, our small escorted parties walk, sightsee, explore and even trek or 
cross-country ski, but most of ail to the hills and mountains, the beautiful 
interesting places. 149 different holidays, 2000 departures. All holidays carry , a ,9^® 
to reflect their ease or challenge. You can leave the planning to us. you needn t look 
at a map just get up and follow the leader! Minimum age 16. Come and join us. 
we'll make you welcome. Call us for a brochure. 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS, BOX 43, WELWYN GARDEN, AL8 6PQ 
Tel: 01707 331133 Fax: 01707 333276 

Established 1946 E-mail: raitihols@dia1.pipex.com 


0181 547 3322 

ABTA V256 ATOL 3255 IATA All hf« (reduir* tJ °«poti *■*» 


BPOCHURE HOTLINE 

0181 546 4545 0181 546 61 


Travel Services 


Travel Insurance fob the Younger Wotldwuk Traveller. 

Backpackers 

- Ond(FiHflto ti LlopftflfLwdw 

HU BgoQBw Including rapatriaribn and _ 
emergency expenses, up'to 

£1 Million . 

■ Ages i 6r35 




0990 168 238 


I EITIERGEnCV 


LunnPoly\i W0RK and travel abroad! 

, fu-nr, nr tv u* y.*‘t" n,tV 


We aim to provide readers of Hie Indepenttew 

widtthe best tnvel pages of any newspaper. 

So fioiiv do w. define best? Most entertaining, 
distinedve, informative, accurate and innovative 


g^rdito& Hama^ 


If vou've caught the travel bug and want to spend more time seeing 
the world, why not consider working abroad? Let us help you! Ove^ 
seas Jobs Express has helped thousands of people find international 
employment over the last seven years. 

wellas construction • engineering • medical • and many more 

” . .. - .ipvnnc Uy fnherrihp flf flPt mflU? 


well as consirucuon - cny M — ■ ' 4 m 

A three-month subscription is just £1095. ^ subsenbe or get mom 
information call 01273 440220. 


Ovprseas Jobs Express (1ST), Pre r™® r „ H ° [ M| e . 
Shoreham Airport. West Sussex BN43 5^ 


Like to meet 

new people? 


Where? 


To find out, 
call for our brochure 


0181 951 2811 

Solos 

SICK, fri eftTtJft 


Group Holidays 
for tingle people 


■ Hospital Cash 
Benefit £10 per day 
* Cancella tion^ 
Curtailment upta 


Loss ol Passport 
expenses up w- 


Legal Expenses up 
to 1X500 
Penbnal liability 
Coverage up to 


Premiums 

I 30 Days t.18 

1 60 Days U3 

90 Days 

120 Dart Ui3 

150 Days C78 

183 Days «? ' 

213 Days £108 

243 Da)« £120 

274 Days £13 2 

304 Days £ 144 

335 Days £155 

. 365 Days £165 


KgnoEriBHhiAaUlt | 1 

The Travel Insurance Club Ltd 


JORDON, EGYPT. ISRAEL TBilM- 
ni4de WnerwteB. CaO Dosttnamon 
R«l Saa on 01B1 AdO 9900 ABTA 
W31 22 ATOL 3851. 



For a unique 
range of veal holidays 
that are fullv-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 


For a FREE copy of the 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 
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8/GARDENING 


Box of delights: 
with small, sturdy 
leaves box works well 
for topiary shapes - and 
it's an undemanding 
plant, needing clipping 
just once a year 
Photographs; 
Garden Picture Library 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Sheffield Made Pruning Knife & Butchers 
Steel - From £425 


No gardener would deny iha« a pood pocket knife is 
an essential piece of equipment. There is always 
something that needs pruning, trimming or dead head- 
ing. to say nothing of tying back and training. It 
makes sense to take advantage of this offer of a 
Sheffield made Full printer and handy sharpening 
steel. The folding pocket knife, priced at £950 has a 
razor sharp 7cm Stainless blade and riveted hardwood 
handle, and a size that is suitable for both men and 
women. The miniature, but very effective butchers 
steel measuring 10cm. priced at £425 fits on to a key 
ring and is always at hand for that extra honing. Two 

items which will remain a friend to any 

gardener for many years to come. The 
knife carries a lifetime guarantee and 
both prices include carriage. 


j Please send tome Pnamg Knifes « £9.50 eacti Inc p&p 

j Please -scrota me Stwtfa ® 5*25 each Inc p8p 


; The total value of my onto fa: 


HOW TO ORDER 
For orders of £9.99 or more 

©01702 332922 

using your Credit Cart or BY FAX 
send your detail* on 01702 332332. 
or complete the coupon with crossed 
cheque or postal orders to: 

THE INDEP ENDEN T PRUNING KNIFE 
& STEEL OFFER. 

325 London Rood. 

Weatdiff on Sea. Essex SS0 7BX, 
Offer avaRabte UK mainland arty. You may 
return your order wghln 7 days if not com- 
pleteJy satisfied. This does not affect your 
statutory rights. 


I endow a crossed cheque (with my Address on reverse) made payable to: 
NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING ING926 


i Or plaasa debflmvACCESSMSA Card account wshitie am oh£ . l| 

1 My card number is ~ - “ 

i *a= 

I 

: 

: 

n 

IT 

Expiry Date jl 

— / — i 


My Name is IMrAAraAfe). 


Address. 


.Signature. 


Newspaper PvtteihTO PLC 
England No. i — 


send To: THE INDEPENDENT PRIMING KNIFE & STEEL OFFER ‘ 

□ 325 Dmdon Road, Western on Sea, Essex SS0 7BX 

Pteaso Uk ns ten #jau eonafanr »imt ham usings k« NEHSMFS PiBuswG 
HCwi>aBieawrai m iBino»aunHgW5PAPEB pubuohhqpuc ■ 
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Superficially 
sober, but mad 

underneath 


The holly and the ivy are all very well, 
but isn't the box included? Anna fiavord 
advises on the best treatment for 
sturdy evergreens. 


The most pleasing bit of the garden at the mo- 
ment is the border that runs under the east wail 
of the house. "Border” is too grand a word for 
iL It’s a strip, only 3ft wide, and I can’t make it 
any wider because it butts straight onto the drive. 
For years I fiddled around there with various 
herbaceous fbiny, trying to make them look less 
like sullen teenagers lined up for a school 
photograph. Perennials don’t take kindly to be- 
ing set out in lines. 

Bui topiary does, and this proved to be die 
answer for the strip - which is now planted with 
a line of box trees, cones alternating with balls. 
When I first put them in, there was room to plant 
groups of ‘Quail’ jonquils in between. Now the 
skirts of the cones have spread and there is less 
than a foot to spare from one box tree to the nexL 
But there is still space, just, for a thick line of 
aconites along the front of the strip. They are 
the first flowers I look for in the New Year. 

Box needs clipping just once a year, some time 
around August or September. The only other ex- 
citement in my box trees' lives is their annual 
mulch; thick, dark mushroom compost which has 
just been spread several inches thick. Nobody 
could call them de manding plants. But they aren’t 
wallpaper, either. I find them oddly schizophrenic: 
superficially sober, but underneath that grave ex- 
terior, essentially frivolous, mad even. 

T ined up underneath the house wall, they are 
ocm the first things 1 see as I turn into the drive. 
In spring, they are overshadowed by the blossom 
of the cherry on the other side of the drive. In 
summer they are upstaged by the sheets of clem- 
atis that fall off the wall above them. But at this 
lime of the year, they have no rivals. 

Unfortunately, dipped box has become a 
cliche. You get no points for choosing it over some 
sexy newcomer with a name that no one can pro- 
nounce. And it is often criminally ill-treated, 
planted in pots either side of a front door and 
then lefi without food or drink for weeks. A box 
bush with bald patches looks more pathetic than 
a moulting parrot. Though it is tolerant of 
droughL it doesn't necessarily like iL To keep their 
glossy evergreen looks in pots, they need water 
and regular boosts of slow-release fertiliser. I use 
granules of Osmacote to feed box trees in pots. 
If you sprinkle it on in spring, it will last for the 
rest of the season. 

If a plant is good, it, can survive the humil- 
iation of becoming a cHchd Those who plant box 
only because it is The Thing at the moment, will" 
sweep it all away when the next Thing comes 
along. But they wilJ be lucky to find another ever- 
green as adaptable and as handsome. Yew is good, 
of course, but on a small scale it makes coarser 
topiary shapes than box. Holly is wonderful, too, 
but cannot be clipped as easily as box. • 

Box works best for reasonably small, compact 
topiary shapes such as cones and spheres, because 
its leaf is so small Shapes fiD out roundly, where- 
as holly, which branches more sparsely, takes 
much longer to dose up the spaces between its 
leaves. Box is box is box to new gardeners, but 
enthusiasts, such as Elizabeth Braimbridge, of 
the Langley Boxwood Nursery in Hampshire, 
grow more than 70 different kinds. The species 
most commonly used for topiary is the native 
Bums sempervirens, the box of Box Hill in Sur- 
rey. ‘Suffruticosa’, the type with smaller leaves 
and a dwarf habit, is the one you need to use for 
dwarf hedges. 

It gets taken for granted perhaps because 
there’s no one season when it is very much bet- 
ter than at another. Its flowers are microscopic. 
It doesn’t have berries. That’s where the holly 
scores, and is perhaps why the holly and the ivy 
had a carol written about them, while box got 
left in the cold. Ivy, like holly, is at its best now. 


and although its tomes sre nowhere n^as, 
showy as the holly's, there are mor = 

Some people fret about M es,asttoughthey .. 
were vampires, sucking mortar out of waBs and., 
the sap from living trees. They can 
smother trees, but they don’t : 

them in a parasitic way. Ivy grows from its pwj 
roots in theground, and if you cut astern that ; 
is growing upa tree, the part above the cutdies. 
The suckers that clamp on to the tree are there 
to hold the ivy in place, not to provide a Ham- 
line into the tree's own veins. - v -• 

The suckers are tenacious, so that dyou puB - 
ivy off old walls, it will bring mortar with tf. Bin 
only if the mortar was loose in the first pla^L 
We had this problem on an old retaining wallrn ■ 
the garden. It was bulging and dangerously tragC 
fle In the end, I clipped the ivy against the wall, 
which brought it under control without the com- 
plications of trying to prise it off altogether- Nctf - 
it looks more like a hedge than a wall, wife the 
complicated interlacing of the ivy’s stems, I tfiink,y 
keeping the masonry upright raiher than bring- 7 
ing it to its knees. .- m 

It would be no good doing that on a wpodpn ’ 
board fence. The bull-nosed growing tips of fee ^ 
ivy would push their way through the cracks bo- 
tween the boards and gradually force them apart. ; 
The thing would happen on a larch-lap ;• - 
fence. But ivy can transform the hideous dram- . ; 
link fences that developers sometimes jmtjpp:’.. 
round new houses. In small plots, a cbaiihBnk.. . 
fence covered with clipped ivy has the added ad- - 
vantage of taking up less room than other hedg- 
ing plants. Especially Leyland cypress. Any 
train journey shows you what hideous dark pris- 
ons these make of die average back garden. 

But if you want ivy to flower and berry, you 
have to give it its head. Ivy can either climb or 
creep along the ground, depending on wheye it - 
finds itself. If it climbs, it win change after a while • 
info a complete^ different animal. A dfrnbmg 
hiy such as our native Hedemhdbc has lobislleiwes 
arranged flatly in a single plane on either -side 
of the stem. But when it has built itself up suf- 
ficiently, it launches out into great billowing side 
growths. 

These stems don’t need sucker pads, so 
don’t have them. The leaves on the side growths 
lose their lobes and become much larger- and 
more rounded in outline (though no less glossy) . 
than the first kind of leaf. And at this time of 
the year, each of the stems finishes in a minia- 
ture explosion of berries. They are grouped in 
round heads, like the seedheads of dandelions, 
but much chunkier. The young berries are 
cream, then become green with brown tops^and 
finally blackish. They remind me of the d&tapli- 
cated models of molecules that scientists build 
in Horizon. 

Creeping ivy never gets to this stage, which 
is a pity, but it makes unparalleled ground cover 
under trees, and in other places where it is too 
dark and shady for grass. If you grow it as a car- 
pet under trees, keep it off the trees’ trunks. That 
is not because it will necessarily hurt them, but 
because you will lose the pleasure of tbeoontraSt 
between the two - rough-textured, elephant- 
coloured trunks rising out of a wash ofj^ossy- 
leaved green. Add evergreen hart’s tongue ferns ; 
and a few clumps of Iris foetidissima (spears of . 
evergreen leaves and berries of an agreeably. ; 
shocking orange ), for a winter planting that wifi 
continue to shine in summer. 


Box (including ready trained topiary) is available, 
from the Lang/ey Boxwood Nursery Rake, nearIJss, 
Hampshire GU33 7JL (01730894467). Open Mon- 
day io Friday, Saturday by appointment only. Plants ' 
are available by mail order. Send four first-cldss' 
stamps for a catalogue. More than 350 kmdtiof 
by are on sale at Whitehouse Ivies, EggesfordGdr- 
dens. Chubnleigh, Devon EX18 7QU (01769 
580250). Open daily 9ani-5pm. Plants are awaZ- 
able by mail order. Send six first-class stamps for 
a catalogue. : i. 


The promiscuous parasite in party mood 


Whatever happens beneath the 
Christmas greenery, mistletoe 
enjoys Its own wanton 
reputation for opportunism, 
infidelity and cohabitation. 

David Foster has been playing 
gooseberry. 


Ever since Adam and Eve’s time, 
apples have enjoyed a certain 
seductive reputation. And mistletoe, 
whose potency was first exploited by 
the Druids, continues to invoke what 
a Victorian parson once primly 
described as “a strange spirit of 
superstitious frivolity too well known 
to need description" 

These two symbols of human 
desire maintained a clandestine 
relationship until the mid-19th 
century, when Dr H G Bull's survey 
Mistletoe in Herefordshire first 
revealed them living happily together 
in local apple orchards. 

True to its voluptuous nature, the 
mistletoe plant begins life by 
penetrating the timber of its “host" 
tree, so stimulating a deformity that 
ultimately grafts both tree and 
parasite firmly together. 

It was fitting that Dr Bull's early 
study focused on Herefordshire. 
When the first nationwide mistletoe 
survey was mounted in 1969-70 by the 
Botanical Society of the British Isles 
(BSBI), it established the apple- 


growing areas of Herefordshire, 
Worcestershire and Gloucestershire 
as the undisputed homeland of this 
wayward plant. 

Yet since tbe war, traditional apple 
orchards have been disappearing at 
an alarming rate, with losses of 
around 90 per cent reported in some 
counties. Although the decline has 
been less marked in tbe Severn Vale, 
ecologists at BSBI and the wild plant 
conservation charity Plantlife recently 
organised a further nationwide survey 
lo assess the effect on the mistletoe 
population. 

Between 1994 and 1996, many 
thousands of volunteers sent in 
sightings, including details of the 
location and species of host trees. 
Detailed analysis is still going on, but 
it’s already clear that mistletoe retains 
a firm hold in the Seven} Vale. 

“There have been both losses and 
gains", says the survey co-ordinator. 
Jonathan Briggs. “The new study was 
immensely popular, and some of Ihe 
‘gains' may simply be the result of 
more enthusiastic recording. Similar 
effects have been found in other 
surveys, and we will have to take this 
into account when we produce the 
final report." 

Although, as expected, many of the 
losses are in places where apple 
orchards have disappeared, mistletoe 
is naturally promiscuous. Given the 
opportunity, it will grow happily On 
some 50-60 tree species, including 


lime, poplar and hawthorn. Jonathan 
Briggs remains sanguine: “The 
evidence from other areas suggests 
there is no overall threat - mistletoe 
seems to be doing fine elsewhere." 

Tbe practicalities of harvesting are 
another matter. Because mistletoe is 
most easily gathered from apple 
orchards. Jonathan Briggs admits that 
its changing distribution patterns may 
affect the origin of Christmas 
supplies. Mistletoe has been imported 
from French orchards for many years, 
he says, and he points out that “the 
UK market has probably never been 
self-sufficient". 

This year, however, may turn out 
to be the exception. Nick Champion, 
auctioneer at England’s largest 
mistletoe market in Tenbury Wells, 
reports that the Christmas trade has 
been buoyant 

, “ We lou of between a 

third and half a hundredweight 
yesterday,” he told me early in 

December. “We haven’t seen any 

French mistletoe yet this year," he 
said, and added that the foreign 
greenery tends to arrive a bit later 

anyway, because of the distances it 
has to travel. 

Meanwhile, if yOU 're wonderinc 
why scientists should be so interested 

Sniffle lh3t SUp P orts j“» three 
kmds of bug, a moth, and a good deal 
of festive ribaldry. remembJSai the 
P' a ™f J eaf, "e properties have been 
known for thousands of years. The 


Roman naturalist Pliny recalled Druid 
priests using mistletoe extracts to core 
a variety of ailments, and as a fertility 
drug for farm animals. Priests cut the 
mistletoe from the trees with a golden 
sickle, and caught it in a white sheet 
to prevent the magical powers from 
draining away into the soil. 

Pagan ritual? Perhaps. But even 
today, mistletoe is an ingredient in 
homeopathic remedies for high blood 
pressure and epilepsy, and is still used 
for a variety of animal treatments. In 
Germany and Switzerland, the 
mistletoe extracts Helixor and Iscador 
are among several used in the 
production of modern anti-cancer 
drugs and, says Jonathan Briggs, 
harvesters still take great care to 
prevent mistletoe coming into contact 
with the ground”. 

But as Christmas approaches, 
mistletoe's main attraction, of course, 
lies in its romantic appeal. Critics of 
unported French varieties say that the 
foreign plants have fewer berries than 
the English plant, and wilt faster after 
a cross-Channel journey. There 
should be no shortage of good 
English mistletoe in the shops this 
)«ar the question is. can you resist 
the appeal of a French kiss? 


For details about PlantU) 
plant conservation charii 
stomped addressed envet 
Plantlife, The Natural H\ 
London SW7 5 BD. 
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are mentioned growing this way in Vic 
Talc of Genji, written by Lady Murasta 
ShQdbu around AD 1000. 

“Yes," says Peter Strevens. of 
Cardiff, who planted a wisteria in a 
plastic dustbin in 1980. The bin is about 
21in tall and lSin in diameter and the 
tree is now about 3ft tall. ‘‘It has grown 
steadilv with flowers ever since. I have 
trained it to resemble a small parasol, 
essentially because I have a tiny back 
garden; and didn't want it to spread too 
Such. The thrill I get &°m seeing those 
elegant pendants at blossom tune takes 
some beating. Last season, during a 
vent high wind, one of the :cm™g 
branches snapped off. so I had to 
bandage the two ends together. ^ 

The verdict seems to be favourable 

Two seedlings and 30 seeds of an 
ancient pine, discovered threeyears 
a»o in the WoUenu National Park in 
New South Wales, have left Australia 
for the first time in 200 
They have been sent to ihe Roval 


Botanic Gardens, Kew. where ihe 
seeds will be kepi at a lemperaiure of 
-20°C in Kew's millennium seed hank. 
Scientists say that il should remain 
viable for more than 2U(J years. 

An j=tesia ride-on mower is among 

the things that the garden designer 
Dan Pearson has chosen for the 
Conran Foundation Collection to 
represent good design this year at the 
Desien Museum, London. Mr Pearson 
had a budget of £27.000 to spend on 
the things dial for him represent 
design perfection: hats by Crissij van 
den Munckhof, a MHWay rucksack 
and a Sony Camcorder arc other 
choices. The exhibition of the 
Foundation Collection, which ..pencil 
this month, runs until the beginning of 
March. The Design Museum at Shad 
Thames. London SE 1 2YD is open 
Mondav to Friday. I Unam-tym. and 
weekends. I2pm-hpm. Admission E». 

Anna Pavord 



Heaven scent 


Winter-flowering plants can produce some of the 
garden^ sweetest smells. Noi/a Green offers a guide 
to the most appealing. 


Nothing sells like scent at this time of year. We buy it, often 
at great expense, for our mothers, our lovers and our spotty 
little brothers, to splash on and spray under. Perhaps we re 
trying to conjure up the heady days of summer, when nat- 
ural scents abound. At Christmas we can’t expect the same 
intensity of perfume in the garden, but even in winter we can 
satisfy this natural yearning for fragrance by growing scent- 
ed winter-flowering plants. . 

Plant scents are part of a plant’s adaptation to its habi- 
tat. The aromatic oils of rosemary and lavender evolved as 
a defence against browsing animals. Floral scents have de- 
veloped side by side with the evolution of pollinators, such 
as birds, bees, and flies, upon which plants depend for re- 
production. The scents produced by plants is quite specific: 
sweetly-scented flowers attract bees, which are after nectar, 
whereas flowers pollinated by flies develop a different range 
of often pungent smells. 

Thie, winter may bring fewer flowers, but many of them 
are strongly scented, to attract the fewer pollinators around. 
Their colours are often pale and subtle, revelling instead in 
surprising shapes and haunting scents. 

The white flowers of sarcococca are unassuming, and its 
evergreen foliage is without much interest, but its scent would 
rival anything you could buy in a bottle. S hookeriana var dy- 
gina is the best, and makes good under-planting for large 
shrubs, being shade-loving and tolerant of dry conditions. 

White and shades of pink distinguish the shrubby, scented, 
winter-flowering honeysuckles. Lonicera fragrantissima and 
L standishii hide their flowers under their semi-evergreen 
leaves; L x purpusti, being fully deciduous, displays its dus- 
ters of creamy flowers on naked stems, but is equally fragrant. 

AbetipphyBum distichum is smothered with ivory-white flow- 
ers in February, it needs a sunny, sheltered spot to capture 
its strong scent. The effect is that of a white forsythia with a 

spicy fragrance. . .... . 

For sheer length of flowering and scent, it would be hard 
to beat Viburnum x bodrumiense ‘Dawn’, flowering from Oct- 
ober to March and filling the air with deliciously scented, rosy- 
pink flowers on bare branches. Even a small sprig, brought 
indoors, fills the room with exquisite fragrance. Vxb ‘Deben’, 
with pure white flowers, equals it for fragrance. 

Flowering later in winter and into spring. Daphne mezer- 
eum is without rival. An upright and deciduous shrub, it is 
smothered in deep pink and purple flowers of intense fra- 
grance. Daphne odora Aureo marginal' is as fragrant, 
though less showy, with deep-pink-and-white flowers, and 
glossy evergreen leaves edged with yellow. 

pink, purple and white are predominant in the winter gar- 
den, but yellows can be found to sharpen up colour schemes 
and add warmth. During mild spells in late winter./Jaora micro- 
phvUa’s dusters of deep yellow flowers release a strong frag- 
rance of vanilla. It has a rather tender disposition, but is worth 
a try against a south-facing wall, with its favourite moisture- 
retentive soiL 

Chimonamhus praecox, the wintersweet, also needs a sunny 
spot, though it prefers a drier and poorer soil than the azara. 


This is a lovely, hardy shrub, but is for patent gardeners on* 
takes some years to flower. When tt is mamre. yellow 
^ flowers hang from bare branches, so pale that you can 
dmost see through to the purple centres. It is highly fragrant, 
flowering from December to March, with a sweet spicy scent 
which will fill the whole house if it is planted near an open 
window. The variety ‘Luteus’ has larger flowers, with a stronger, 
lemon-yellow colouring, but less scent. 

Enhance the colouring of the ordinary wintersweet by as- 
sociating it with a fragrant mahonia. The best var- 

iety is M japonic a, flowering from December to March, with 
long, yellowracemes and a lily-of-the-vaUey fragrance. 

Tbspice up these golds and pale yellows, touches i of orange 
or bronze cab be found among the witch-hazels. Strands of 



Above, Daphne odora ‘Aureomarginata’; left, 
Sarcococca hookeriana Photographs: GPL 

coppery-orange Hamamelisx intermedia Helens’, and the red- 
dish-brown ‘Diane’, produce a heady scent, looking especially 
good against evergreens. Hamameiis mollis, the common witch- 
hazel, is wen known for its golden-yellow flowers, as is H ‘Pal- 
lida’, a magnificent, sulphur-yellow variety. 

It is surprising, also, how many low, ground-covering plants 
flowering in winter are scented —such as crocuses, cyclamen, 
sweet violets, primulas and dwarf iris. 

In the garden, fragrance can be found packaged in all sorts 
of natural shapes, colours and sizes. Even in the depths of 
winter, you can enjoy floral scents without resorting to ex- 
pensive perfumes in fancy bottles. 
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Metal-guzzling trees for a clean, green future 


The green implications of planting 
willows may run deep: research 
suggests that these scrub plants can 
be fised as natural decontaminators 
on polluted land. Daniel Butler reports. 


Housing is the biggest threat to Britain's 
countryside. Because of the growth in single, 
occupancy and our increased lifespan, we will 
need up to 4.4 million new homes by 2016. 
Where will we put them? Thanks to a legacy of 
industrial pollution, urban sites arc in short sup- 
ply, but new research suggests that help may 
come from an unlikely source: urban woodland. 

According to Dr Nichohts Dickinson of 
, Liverpool John Moores University, fast-growing 
,i scrub “weeds" such as willow and birch can act 
as natural decontaminators. Backed by the Nat- 
ional Urban Forestry Unit, lora! authorities and 
private industry, he has put together a research 
proposal to monitor the ability of trees to ab- 
sorb pollutants on 15 contaminated sites around 
the Black Country. 

If his theories prove justified, the implications 
are certainly exciting. Our industrial heritage 
has polluted much of the vacant land in and 
around our cities with heavy metals such as lead, 
zinc and cadmium, even low levels of which make 
a site unsuitable for agriculture or development. 
Conventional remediation techniques are dif- 
ficult and unsatisfactory; they arc also expens- 
ive. As a result many of Britain's cities contain 
areas that have Iain unused for decades, or even 


centuries. 


Planting trees on such sites has long been 
recognised as a cheap alternative to treatment 
(the most elaborate scheme rarely exceeds £3,000 
per acre). Until 20 years ago this tended to be 
purely cosmetic, designed to hide slag heaps or 
factory sites, but then trees began to be valued 
for stabilising potentially dangerous soil. This 
is because fallen leaves increase the soil humus 
and tree roots absorb water, both of which re- 
duce pollutants leaching out into surrounding 
watercourses. 

Now Dr Dickinson's preliminary research 
suggests that they can do much more. The under- 
lying theory is nothing new - scientists have 
known for some time about “hyperaccumula- 
tors” (plants such as the cabbage family, that 
can absorb high levels of pollutants), but so far 
these have bad limited practical applications. 
Even though some can absorb up to 1,000 parts 
per million (ppm), the problem is that they are 
usually slow growing, and there is the problem 
of subsequent disposal. So research has con- 
centrated on translocating genes from hyper- 
accumulators into more marketable crops. Dr 
Dickinson believes this may well prove to be im- 
practicable: "If it were as easy to put the gene 
from one plant into another as some make ouL 
we'd have had wheat with its own nitrogen-fixing 
roots long ago," he points out. 

Instead he has concentrated on willow: 
“The beauty of this species is that it hybridises 
really easily," he says. “This means that if one 
type is very pollution tolerant, while another is 
high yielding, you can cross them to get the best 
of both." 

The results so far are encouraging. Cadmium. 


for example, is one of the worst pollutants, ren- 
dering land unsuitable for agriculture at just 3 
ppm. Inking soil containing cadmium at 6-S ppm. 
Dr Harrison’s team found a remarkable im- 
provement: “Our trials suggest willows could 
more than halve the level in 16 years." he says. 
In contrast, it would take HO years to achieve a 
reduction of just 10 per cent, if the land were 
left to recover on its own. “They are less suc- 
cessful in clearing zinc and lead." Dr Harrison 
admits. “But that’s because zinc Is found in much 
higher concentrations and lead is much more 
stable, therefore difficult to extract." 

Although further research is needed on the 
risk of creating new problems, so far these look 
relatively insignificant. The most serious danger 
to date seems to be that as the soil improves, 
so worms may eat the heavy metals that are re- 
leased. These could Lbcn move up the food chain 
into blackbirds, for example. “But in practice 
we think there’s no real danger.” says Dr Dick- 
inson. “Blackbirds prefer woodland edges and 
open ground - and so by planting trees on con- 
taminated ground we're actually reducing their 
contact with the pollution." 

If Dr Harrison’s trials go according to plan, 
urban trees could play a major pari in improv- 
ing our cities and in protecting the Green Bell. 
Certainly he believes that coppicing has the po- 
tential to be used widely in the near future. Not 
only would it give value to land tbai is currently 
worthless; it would also reduce the legal risks 
for developments in neighbouring areas, and pro- 
duce a valuable crop. Who knows, it could also 
add a new - and more welcome - meaning to 
the phrase “urban jungle". 
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TO PLACE YOUR FREE 
Voice personal ADVERTISEMENT, CALL 

0800 216 318 

24 HOURS A DAY! FOR UVE ASSISTANCE FROM 
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CAR MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-8PM. 


WOMEN 

SEEKING 

MEN 


TRUE ROMANCE 
Romantic, tall, dim and attrac- 
tive. ouigrmg tamale, 40s, Iftes 
movies, wafting, historical inter- 
ests. reading, seeks genuine, 
tail and attractive, professional 
male, 40s-50s, tor friendship. 


SULTRY SIREN 
Dark-eyed. Labn-tooktag female. 
32. seeks taH. handsome, pro- 
lessioral. romantic male, able 
to share a long-term relation- 
ship- Glasgow- C4582 
GOODMAN 
WANTED 2 CHERISH 
Media professional, 40, seek- 
ing London-based, emottonally- 


EAST MIDLANDS AREA? 
Impirtsne and warm, foteUgent, 
attractive lemaie. seeks sorted, 
sofid male. 44-52, with wriLIrtegri- 


HERY REDHEAD 
Female. 28. Just arrived back 
from US. seeks solvent, well- 
travelled male, 28-33. with 
RSOH, R Fast area. XE4369 
SOULMATE 

Wfel-bUfr lady, 34, one teenage 
cMd. Mes tootbal. ratering n 
front at the television and good 
conversation, seeks male, tor 


Mendshiprretetlonahlp. A relaxed 
attitude to housework and a Be- 
ing for animals essential. 


This Christmas, 
try Voice Personals 


GENUINE MALE 
Honest, loyal, unpretentious, 
handsome mala, aged 41 .seeks 
female, for fnendship. possibl e 
relationship c London. 07707 
SEEKING A PARTNER 
Easygoing. 3Sm/athletlc male. 
36. boks younger, own home/ 
car .’good job. seeks petite, dark- 
haired lady. 23-38. no ties, tor 


WELSH MALE 

mam. attract**), honest, fm- 
to-be-wch male. 30, has GSOH, 
seekfcn a simRar tody, tor ton, 
friendship and relationship- Sfh 

Wales. TT4584 

A UPE LESS ORDINARY 
Advenbxous. attractive, hone**, 
creative, fit. toteSgent profes- 
sional male. 28. seeks a similar 


EXTREMELY ATTRACTIVE 
Fit, medium-bunt, educated 
male, 23. 5*7*. gorgeous eyes, 
B<bs pubs, dubs, restaurants, 
seeke good-looking female. IB- 
30. for possible romance. 


STEPHEN SPIELBERG, 31 
Seeks Nora Ephron, 25-30, to 


HOME LOVER 

Responsible woman, seeking a 
male music lover. 35-45. fo go 
barefoot In the in park, 1T4554 
ANY IDEAS? 

Petite and Bvefy, inteJUgert and 
preoy lemaie. seeks a charm**} 
mate, aged 35-45. with nterest- 
mo ideas. Please call. TT45B1 
MID SUSSEX 

Attractive, warm and creative, 
vital woman. 43. loves country- 
side and the arts, seeking mreh 
ligent. expressive, soft and 
strong man. 40s, to laugh, talk 


TIME ON MY HANDS 
Petite. Sim, attractive. Indepen- 
dent. sincere, warm, moti v ated, 
professional tamale. 42, orien- 
tal oiigin. enjoys theatre, opera, 
classic music, gaidenhig. cook- 
ing, seeks caring, genuine, sin- 
cere, educated male, simlar age. 
lo share Merest?, tor triend- 
shio. relationship. 1T4596 
BUBBLY BLONDE 
Outgoing and ton female. 32. 
GSOH. seeks male. 25-40. for 
ton and good tbnes. S East 
TT4368 


ALL THAT GLITTERS— 
Optimistic, beautiful voluptuous 
black woman. 36. mature stu- 
dent paradoxical, romantic, 
caring hedonist, looking tor her 
wing CQireiander. 32-48, who 
enjoys Hfe. wants commit- 
ments, support, •gokr in his 






CHRISTMAS COMES. 
...but once a year, grab me now 
uifcfle lm stil here' Rnatesstonal. 


tody, nationality unimportant, 
tor laughs, culture, travel, rom- 
ance. London area. tf4600 
GIVE TT A GO 

Male. 31. 6*1", athletic build, 
enjoys sports, outdoor pursuits, 
chibs, pubs, dining out, conver- 
sation. Is seeking an outgoing, 
interesting female, aged 30s. tor 
friendship, possible relatton- 
shp- Hampshire area. P4648 
HONEST, RELIABLE MALE 
Male. 31. seeks lady, aged 25- 
30. for a Iona -term relationship. 

London. 7T4650 

CHRISTMAS NEWS 
SSm. West London gentleman, 
34. 5*l(r. seeks sSm and pretty. 
Oriental tamale, aged 20-30. tor 
friendship, romance and snow- 
ball fights. W45M 


wrte the screenplay ol his fare 
Ufa and help shoot the movie he 
is finandnghlmselt. London 

area. C4333 

NEW HORIZONS 
Caring, faring, supportive, pro- 
fessional mate. 32. 510". medi- 
um buSd, N/S, enjoys walking, 
music, cycling, keep-fit, cine- 
ma, cooking, seeks profession- 
al female, 2030, 5T+, beauty 
both inside end out tor friend- 
ship, maybe more. NW area. 

TT4396 • 

WHEN 

HARRY MET SALLY 
tnteffigent, good-looking, witty 
male. 28. 6'. Into theatre, dfang 
out. walking, cinema, conversa- 

seeks'^^^emate^^i'ito 
ties, tor hm. Iriendship/rBlatiorv 
shfp. West Midlands. ^4397 
PROFESSIONAL 
MANCHESTER MALE 
Honest, InteliganL thoughtful, 
N/S si in male, 33. 510", loves 
alternative esoteric subjects. 
onema. the arts, music, enjoys 
questioning accepted notions 
of reafity. seeks female, 24-34, 
to give and receive love. 

•g4348 

EARTH MAN 

Articulate, adventurous type, 
34, interests include spiritual 
development Ireland, breath- 
ing fresh air, organic fanning, 
seeks bright, independent 
tamale, any age. tor fifend- 
sttpfratsfionshifx Bristol area. 
7T4378 


Charming, sincere gent aged 
45. has GSOH. seeking special 


uvi**® 


lady. 32-42. to fill his Chnstmas 
stoc k ing. N/S preferred. Gubd- 


Don r f Forget 


. ftwfe yow cwfe lface ', 
Pononc£* od farWffm 


PLEASE BE GENUINE 
Honest, rehabte female, rwd- 
20s. 5T»'. brown hav/eyes. MIS. 
N/D, Hws looking after animals, 
walking, seeks a medaim-buih 
mate, aged 25-35, 5TT+. N/S 8 
N/D too, fa friendship and who 

knows. TT4632 

EDGE OF THE WORLD 
Eccentric tody. 44. 58". art ha- 
lonan/anta/joumaiisL probably 
attractive, needs lo find a chal- 
lenging companion, with similar 
interests, tor long wafts, who 
doesnl mind cals and a chaot- 
ic. vibrant household. By/Cam- 
brtdoe TT-vaa 

OMENTAL FEMALE 
Friendly, sociable, petite lady, 
5TT. has GSOH. eryoys cinema, 
music, concerts, eating ouL 
seeks sincere, kind, profession- 
al male. 38-50. tor friendship. 
possible relationship IT *645 
LOVE AND LAUGHTER 
SSm. attractive, Canterbury lady, 
earty 50s. wants to exchange 
thoughts and srrebs wiffi an fntei- 
figent man, who would be ai 
least a very dear friend. TT45B8 
LIVELY MUSICIAN 
O ingoing, musical, sensitive 
female, passionate about das- 
steal muse, seeks creative, cul- 
tured. secure, divorced, N/S man. 
48-58. to share travel, concert*, 
oountry walks and good con- 
versation. Combs. ‘B‘4631 
SOMETHING AMISS? 
Female. 43, with careeT, inter- 
ests and friends; but no special 
man. seels hind, abte male, to 
help make the difference. East 

Lmdon. TT4531 

TIME TO DREAM 
Retired widow, would like to 
turn dreams into realty. Are you 
free and genune. cheerful and 
optimistic, keen to take on chal- 
tenges/biteresis and looking lor 
friendship, possibly a meanng- 


0800 216 31 i 


NEWCASTLE 
EGYPTIAN GIRL 
Single female. 23. seeks male, 
to share ton-faring outings to 
dubs and pubs, new to 
Newcastle, needs someone lo 
Show me the sights and 

sounds TT4350 

SEEKING A FRIEND 
Chinese tamale. 33. studying in 
UK, enioys music, reading, 
films, travel, seeks profession- 
ai. honest ettocared. tort. a#m 
male. 34-40, wWi good taste. 
N/S. tor friendship. London 

area. TT4347 

NO PLACE LIKE HOMER 
Marge, seeks Homer, 30-40, tor 
sedentary fftestyto and small 
amounts of action. Non-fife 
threatening. NW London. 
‘3*4361 

NOT A MORNING PERSON? 
Attractive blonde, 37. loves the 
arts, country and corrvensariort, 
seeks single mate. N/S. Devon. 
t?4379 

SIMPLY THE BEST 
Attractive, feminine blonde, 37, 
seeks tall, professional male, 
for romantic times. Must enjoy 
good food and wire, conversa- 
tion. countryside, theatre end 
muse. West Midlands. DT4380 
NEW HORIZONS 
Professional, petite female, 33. 
5'2", blue-green eyes, seeks 
intelligent, attractive, profes- 
sional male, tor friendship, pos- 


PICTURE THIS 
Intriguing, petite lady, 30. 
mature student enioys Dtera- 
tuie, philosophy, seeking inter- 
esting. balanced, loyal, warm- 
hearted male, who appreciates 
nature, outdoors, similar age. 
tor friendship, possibly more. 

134395 

NOT MUCH GOING FOR HE 
Attractive, frilefflgem. stim 
female, young 61. normal inter- 
ests and activities, but not 
sporty, seeks ftrely. caring, con- 
siderate mate companion, of 
simitar age. for friendstap/tast- 
Ing relationship- Notts/Derby/ 
Leicester area. TT4353 
CHARISMATIC WOMAN 
Young 41. broad tastes, seeks 







ratiabte, funny, romantic man. to 
be my hero, skes football. Sms. 
northern soul. RSS, kitsch, 
reading, cats, smoker (would 
gtve up tor right man), no com- 
pfications please. London area. 

7T4400 

CULTURAL SOUL MATE 
Sociable, thoughtful, creative, 
tactile female, passionate 
about classical music, wildlife, 
seeks cultured, sensitive, emo- 
tonally secure, humorous, 
tfvoroed man. 48-60. N/S. to 
share travel, theatre, opera, 
concerts, country wafts, good 
conversation Cantos, YT4365 
I AM- 

Independent, spiritual, oountry- 
loving, attractive, middle-aged 
woman, seeking mate equiva- 
lent, with GSOH In the South 

East. 04356 

GOING TO WASTE 
Amiable 5 trustworthy maJe 


To place your FREE ad call 

0800 216 318 


Live assistance available Monday-Friday 9am-8pm! 


[Both the advert and the cafti to place the adverti s ement are free, however advertisers are billed at 5flp per minute tor message retrieval. . 

The advertiser ts strongly encouraged to record a voice greeting prior to puWeation. | 

tf you respond to an advertiser who has not recorded a voice greeting, you wli stir have the opportunity to leave a message. \ 



sought by angle lady 40s, who 
possesses strong SOH, enjoys 
qaltertaa, cinema, walking, any 
Are music from opera to Celtic 
rock- South ceaffl/SE. YT4362 
TIRED OF SEARCHING 
independent, strong-wilted, pro- 
fessional female, 39. SB*, seeks 
tafl mate. » hefe me re<fecorare 

my Me. London, ggf 

LATELY & SPIRITUAL 
Humorous, loving, eflm tamale. 
45. affemafMs health therapist 
fares fife, people, travel. Irish 
music, the sea. meditation end 
epnifualfpereonal growth, seekB 


London? IT 4636 


ROMANTIC 
AND FUN-LOVING 
Professional lady, 30. GSOH. 
enioys theatre, keep-fit. Interior 
decorating, |azz music, seeks 
protesaonaL sfrnftar mate, under 
40, groat personalty. GSOH. 
nattrmafity unimportant, for 
friendship, possible romance. 
London only. C4371 


emotionafiy aware man, 3648. 
Warwtckshlre/M4Q/anynhere. 


BRISTOL? 

One woman and her dog, both 
N/S and enjoy beach walks and 
fireside evorVngs. Female. 40, 
with varied bag of Interests, 
seeks Intelligent male, for 
friendship and good company. 
s West P4182 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
Sfim, practical, down-1 o-eanh. 
fit mother, 44. SB", student of 
perfor m ance S an, B«ee day- 
dreaming, dancing, walking, 
reading, animate, music, the 
sea. drinking beer, seeks eome- 
cne to grow old with. TT41&4 
SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Attractive. tnteHigent, profes- 
sional. brunette female. 40+. 
5'6". with a warm heart enjoys 
arttoral activities, wafts, food 8 
wine, i nteresting conversation, 
seeks sincere, fun, professional 
male. 33-45, tor tnendsWpfrafa- 
ftortsfrfaLgndort areaW4f48 


100% GENU WE 
Fun-fartng, warm, {Hotessjonal 
female, earty 40s. 51 O', enjoys 
wafting, pubs, theatre, wants to 
team to stafeall. If you are a 
sfmfiar mate, 40-50, I would 
tore to hear from you P41S3 
SOMERSET AREA 
Attractive female, earty 406. 
own career, teenage son. Ikes 
oft the beaten track hoMaya. 
seaside walks, food. wine, 
good conversation, seeking 
mate. 38-48, GSOH. to enjoys 
the above wHh. TT4195 
SOUTH COAST LADY 
Genuine ferrate. 40-someltvng. 
seeks loving, caring male, simi- 
lar age. for lasting friendship. 

■gaiag 

CANDLELIGHT 
Attractive, feminine blonde. 37. 
seeks tall, professional mate, 
lor romantic times West 

Mdtands. 04185 

FRIENDSHIP FIRST 
Uvety. outgoing, professional 
ferrate, er^oys save), horse rid- 
ing, aking. drama, conversa- 
tion, literature, seeks attractive. 
w*ty mate. 45-55. tor Christmas 
parties, friendships, possfae 
romance. Devon/Plymouth 
based, g-4203 


SEEKING 

WOMEN 


PROFESSIONAL, 
MANCHESTER MALE 
Honest, fitattgem. sfim. thought- 
ful N/S male. 33. 5'10\ fares 
alternative esoteric subjeds cin- 
ema. the arte. muse, tiles ques- 
tioning. accepted notions at real- 
ity. seeks female. 24-34, to give 
and recwve lave. C4652 
SPICE UP MY LIFE 
Well-educated, open, caring 
male. 35, GSOH. 6V, enjoys 
walking, bud-watchmg. eating 
OUL pubs, travel, sport, music, 
seeks ton-faring female, tor 
friendship, possible relation- 
shto. Midlands. g4637 
INSPIRE) DREAMS 
Long-haired, Oxford man. mid- 
30s. seeking stunnfngfy attrac- 
tive. deranged and humorous 

tamale. TT4649 

PRESTON HALE 
Pro fessi o na l. taA. op rtnistic male, 
seeks a fun -loving female, who 
doesn't take Bte too senousty. 
tar tonnes of fun to -96. C45Sg 


PROFESSIONAL CHAP 
Smart, with GSOH. seeks artic- 
ulate lady, 28-35, tor fun. travel 
and wfid times. London. U4595 
BARNEY RUBBLE 
Blond, broad and caring male, 
37. seeks arte, caring, affection- 
ate Betty, 25-45. for a lasting 
relationship and to settle down 
in Bedrock suburbs. London/ 
Home Counties. 15*4640 
NEW BOY ON THE BLOCK 
Outgoing. wel-traveBed gentle- 
man. 40. new to London, seeks 
a female Virgil, fo show him 
around the Dante's Inferno that 

B londorL TT4651 

ASTUTE 

AND CONSIDERATE 


CARING MALE 
IntelBgem. caring, faring, hon- 
est professional mate, young 
46. seeks sfim lady. 30-40. who 
enjoys £Je to the WL cinema, 
ear rig out and nights In/out 
who is m touch with her amo- 
tions. Vfest Midlands. ^4580 
MAN 

BEHAVING NATURALLY 
Slim, attractive, single man. 46. 
Ekes walking, cycling, cinema 
and alternative therapies, seek- 
ing a sfim. unpte lentous, car 
ing female soul mate. N/S. 
London area. P4635 
NEW HORIZONS 
Affectionate and caring, lall. 
sotvsn male, early -J Os. GSOH. 
seeks a sten female. 30-40, to 
share his He Buck/Berks/Onon 

areas. P4644 

SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Successful, professional mate. 
Svfng Henley & West End. fares 
theatres, sculpture/modem art. 
history and food, seeks 30teh, 
lemaie. with excellent sense of 

humour. TT4634 

SPICE BOY 

Tal. dark, handsome, profes- 
sional. widowed mate, looks 45. 
seeking a very attractive. N/S. 
well-educated female, lor fun. 
friendship, possible refalion- 
shro NW Erwtand. TY4599 
NO PLATONICS PLEASE 
Northumbrian male. 63. seek- 
ing a Uvety temata. SOb. tor reta- 
tionshp. g4601 

LONDON MALE 
Dynamic. friteRgent wel-Uav- 
eiled. ftl mate. 31. 6*11*. N/S. 
I fees museums, gafieries. hBt- 
wafefcig, dancing, good conver- 
sation. seeks a lady of extreme 
intatogence/energy. tor frtend- 


I B jwt she**! here ony qomao 
[about oar aopetisji ■oot;Moi 
r’enondi* jtarwcB. p&tae 0 
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NEW HORIZONS 
Caring and loving, professional 
male. 32. 5'10*. medium txild. 
seeks professional female. 20- 
30. 5'«T+. beautiful both Inside 
and out, tor friendship and more. 
Lancaster area 045^4 

NICE GUY 

Eraygoing. shy mate, 33. 5T0". 
enjoys outdoor sports, eyeing, 
swi mmin g, music, books, seek- 
ing lemaie. 25-30. svnlar inter- 
ests. N/S. tor fnendship. posai- 
ble r^ationshlp. P4638 
BE HERE NOW 
Tall honest male. 26, seeks 
lemaie. 21+. for tun, friendship 
and more. Dorset. 7T4381 
ZEST FOR LIFE 
Attractive. kiisHlgent mate. 27. 


MEN 
SEEKING 
MEN 


wprkew aitisL seeks attractive, 
cuddly female. 18-40. with cold 
hands and a warm heart Lon- 
don, Sunev or Kent 1T4383 
GENUINE MALE 
Fafr-nrunded. unpretentious 
mate. 41. seeks lemaie. who 
appreciates honesty, loyalty 
and BdeHy. I'm waiting for you. 
London 7T4375 


Attractive mate, ycunotooking 
41. nottad. not ritfi, wnh lots ra 


41. not tad. not rirfi, with lots of 
hugs and laughter to otter Mi33 
Right who must be sincere, 
attractive and have no ties. West 
London preferred. 1W587 
SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Warm, handsome, mature, 
friendly and ffnanctaHy secure, 
professional male, who enjoys 
travel satea dancing, the arts, 
ctooma. sport, and keeping fit 
la seeking an attractive female, 
33-38. tor ro ma nce and rote- 

tiomhto 7T4&47 


SOULMATE 

Tall, dark end handsome, but 
stn angle, professional mate, 
aged 26, seeking an vttettoenl. 
attractive female, aged 18-30. 
to share tazy Bmes, home or 
awav. Midlands area. 3*4590 
NO MORE BIMBOS!) 
Good-lookteg. professional mate. 
27. seeks an towfigent. ndepen- 
dent, wide-eyed, witty female 
aged 20-25, must be very carle, 
sfightfy nuts, tor a fun. hm. fun 
ralatlonshlp. 2T4585 

ATHLETIC MALE 
Attractive, articulate male. 27. 
enjoys tie to the hid. seeks sim- 
ilar female, for fun. friendship 
and more. London. 1T437P 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Handsome, IntelDgem. creative 
mate, lata 30a, with GSOH, Wo 
more than just 9-5. soaks simi- 
lar male, for Christmas and 
beyond. London. TT4388 
OXFORD MALE— 

...31. 5’9", slim. prcdossionaL 
graduate, varied tmereste, 
saete male, 30-45, tor fnend- 
Bhp and more. C4377 


FRIENDS 


ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES 
Exciting, fun-loving male. 3t, 
iftes languages, travel, readng 
seeks French-speaking mate/ 
lady friends, lor outings, social 
ising and friendship. ®«S2 
EXPLORE WITH ME 
Lady, speaks several languages. 
wouVl l*e to travel ip Europe. 
Middle East. Africa, visa an gal- 
leries tn London, soewa slraight 
lemate companion aged 30-50. 
North London tr< jRq 


SAUS8URYAR71ST 
Mate, would fiko to maM other 
focal artists, zos-40s. N/S, fo 
painL draw and fo exchange 

kteaa g-4193 

n"S GOOD TO TALK 
Frofesalonal genttaman. aged 
40+ , enjoys music, travel, cine- 
ma and theatre, seeks lemaie 
friends. 35+, for friend s hip, out- 
ings and conversation. London. 
WII prevtou cetera, please cal 
a twin. 7T3943 
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Independent Hearts 






SIRIUS? 4 


Profiles 


Club Magazine 


altogether more fun Information Pack 

Sirius* for the intelligent , articulate 
and n 'ell educated, providing persona! 
i n t e r v i e it’ s and, o f c o a r s e , c o m p ( etc 
discretion at all times. 


Join ti on' and claim ... 

00 fit ee fz/iotte caiti ! 


0800 L 5 I 4 A 2 lVrfx 6 


or write to FREEPOST 305 London EC1B1SY 
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GAY MEN 


^ I PLUMP PARTNERS- national dat- 
ing agency. If you are plump or 
prefer a pi ump parmar ring 01352 
715909. 


Form long term relationships 
through 

Significant 

Others 

the Introduction Bureau for 
Professional Gay Men 
0171 499 5939 
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Tis the season to call Sophie 


vorte imaiuerKKL ctirormas to jam orauM iric corort ana you um 
how 4uii eatcr<in£ yM anM<im repe a l of Scrnogf can Dr. So ntiy yrr re 
home atone with tout sherry and rumen ototi vrnen you ooUd hr matong 
ikk rnenos o» one Scony - 1 raouksis wn»s Apan Irani irv regular 
dnnks wray. one ewcam amner parao you are invtiea u Sophie's 
CHRISTMAS DINNER QAMCE oi RWJ*y 19Ui Dramoet anti W 
Sopt i lee CHRtsnoAS disco party cn Saturday arm December. 
Held re MautilU venues ni i ere the toad i« 
tssrcfji ati uw pecoio. soonio vnu mwiyt. 

»w«»iw teu paeons**, whecrier vou ore 
or wen lungs 

l» efep» tere t tep fi ^ tietifaMWfiWiMiiiauiire^tieie^. 


UCS BEST singles magazlna Free 
(Mate + Bargain Oftari PERSON 
TO PERSON (Dept NO/. RO Bo* 
4, Goring, RCaODN. 



MEDICAL DOCTOR 38, mate. taB & 
blond. BrittaMjeiman wttfi many 
Interacts Including, travel, music, 
culture, body 6 soul seeks (ha 
■omoono special wtrti beauty, 
w isd o m S humour to discover 

new hortzone 6 axptaro a pan of 
heaven together. Photo please. 
Box no. 12565 



Personal 


Any advertisements 
carrying 
Box No I: — , 
please send 
replies to: 

The Independent, 
I9th Floor, 

I Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, 
London EI4 5DI_ 


PSYCHIC READINGS BY Megan 
Glues advice by phone. Can help 
wttfi one caff, no matui who your 
probiem-love. marriage, busi- 
ness. neetth. Guaranteed results 
by phono One call will amaze 
you: 001 410 435 89tf7 (USA) 
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089170 80 57 



Chat Lines 



The Nightclub at the end of your phone 

ENS/VTIONM. 


INGLES 


Talk live & 


uncensored. ..Girls 


► 

► 

W - & uuys on line Nov/l M 

: DIAL freefone K 

► 0800 138 8509 


& Guys on line Nov/.' 


To advertise in this section 
please call Claire Donald 
on 0171 293 2347. 
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Yeoman rebellion: the Hook Norton brewery, owned for five generations by one family, is supporting Stewart Nearness challenge over British beer taxes Photographs: Dod Miller 


A rural rebellion is taking place 
among the drinking classes. 

Richard D North reports. 

This isn’t exactly the Peasants’ Revolt, and 
the affluent master brewer Stewart Neame 
of Shepherd Neame, Favereham, hanfly 
brings the socialist John Ball - “the Mad 
Priest" - to mind. Still, six centuries after 
Wat Tyler got the countrymen of Kent to 
march on London, Mr Neame - who may 
go down as the Mad Brewer for his pains 
- is leading a yeoman rebellion which may 
benefit the beer drinkers. They’ll be pay- 
ing more for some of their ale, it’s true - 
but it’ll more likely be decent English beer 
in a decent local. 

The cause is popular among fellow mem- 
bers of the independent Family Brewers of 
Britain (BFBB). The Hook Norton brew- 
ery. near Banbury, owned for five gener- 
ation by one family, and perhaps the most 
picturesque m the country, is amongst many 
helping to fund it. 

Mr Neame s revolt will surface in the 
High Court on 17 and IS December, when 
he uses the judicial review process to 


challenge the Government’s declared in- 
tention to raise the duty on beer and wine 
by 3 per cent, in line with inflation, due to 
come in on 1 January 1998. Ii is the latest 
of a series of taxation blows thaL have vast- 
ly increased the differential between french 
liquor duty and ours. 

Rural Kent was always only a semi- 
detached part of the South-east, and never 
shared ail its affluence. At least, though, 
it had the economic hum of Dover, but now 
even that is proving a drawback. At first 
glance, the ‘"crime" Mr Neame is com- 
plaining about looks victimless. Middle-in- 
come Britain piles into its Volvo estates to 
pick up pre-Christmas wine bargains in 
Calais, and lesser mortals are nipping 
over in the Mondeo for tubby Utile bottles 
of French lager. There is. of course, some- 
thing absurd. let alone unecclogjcal. about 
hordes of people driving miles - many of 
them heavily laden - to milk a bureaucratic 
nonsense. But most people feel they are get- 
ting something for nothing, and enr “1 7ne 
la differential!" with the rest. 

The cheapness of French beer has at- 
tracted real crime as well, however. Two 
men currently face charges for attempted 


murder by shooting in Dover. Young dole- 
scrounging “runners" from Merseyside. 
Clydeside and Tyneside import a new 
criminality from inner cities, as well as hand- 
rolling tobacco, and bootleg beer, in white 
vans from Calais. 

The wider crime is economic, claims the 
trade. Mr Neame’s mostly rural brewing col- 
leagues mostly manage to keep the wolf 
from the door: their sometimes murky, of- 
ten gutsv and nearly always gasless prod- 
uet is fashionable, and they have developed 
export markets. But they argue that their 
situation is serious, not least because many 
of them own pubs, u»o. “I'm just an em- 
battled businessman who is losing one quar- 
ter of my pub trade to the French.” says 
Mr Neame. “In Kent one pint in three 
comes from Calais. Everyone has a slock 
of French beer in their garage. Even my rel- 
atives give me French stuff at barbecues.” 
He says 45 of his pubs have had to close 
because of the differential, though he has 
bought others to replace them. 

Hook Norton, up in north Oxfordshire, 
where the loss is claimed to be more like 
one pint in 20. shares the complaint. 
James Clarke, the firm’s 2ft-year-old “sec- 


ond brewer” to his MD and chief brewer 
father, David, says: “Our production 
peaked in 1993 and has seen a slight de- 
cline since then. Wc think the duty differ- 
ential must have something to do with it." 
The firm still uses an ancient steam engine 
for most of its power. In other areas, though, 
there has been some modernisation - 
stainless steel came in to supplement old- 
er wooden vats (or “tuns”). during the post- 
Seventies, and now halted, expansion. 

Only the most imaginative pub-keeping, 
such as practised in their Butcher’s Arms 
in King's Sutton, near Banbury, with its cur- 
ry nights and a chinuicr feel than of old. 
keeps Hook Norton’s inn-keepers busy. Its 
new style is pari of a wider trend. The 
Wellington pub, in Wellington, Hereford- 
shire. typifies the best of in a moribund Ed- 
wardian pub. it has since July been newly 
themed as a restaurant- pub more rustic- 
looking than a Country Li\ing cover. Vil- 
lage people have been flocking in droves. 
Spit and sawdust is no longer attractive, 
even to dedicated country-lovers. 

But such pubs have to contend eveiy- 
w here with cut-price booze. It was one thing 
to sec their trade suppressed by the high 


duties which for decades made pubs and 
off-licences a Treasury milch-cow. At least 
then, no one could escape the imposts. But 
the UK signed up to Maastricht and the 
Single Market was introduced in 1993. New 
rules came in which, in effect, allowed any- 
one to bring in almost any quantity of beer, 
wine and spirits provided it was for personal 
or family use (including large get-togeth- 
ers such as weddings). Mr'Ncame says that 
at this point, harmonisation of duties be- 
came crucial. 

“The Government claims that a 1992 
Council of Ministers agreement means that 
countries must only agree to impose a min- 
imum duly, and that was low," he says. Tm 
saying the Treaty of Rome makes it illegal 
to make a bad matter worse; our duty is 
already out of line, and shouldn’t be made 
more so." 

“Even though the French doubled their 
excise rate last year, it is a sixth of Britain’s. 
However, the trade isn’t arguing for equal- 
ising duty. We need to set in train a down- 
ward trend in British duties,” says Peter 
Lewis, director of the Wine and Spirit As- 
sociation. “We just do not know how 
much excise must be reduced lo make it 


no longer viable to go across to Calais, but 
let’s have a programme which would halve 
the duty differential within five years, and 
travel along that path until the cross- 
border shopping eases, and then hold it 
there.” 

The beer trade, and in particular the 
pub trade, had foryears been perceived as 
a mature industry which videos, drink- 
driving laws, and the death of working-class 
culture had put into decline anyway. But 
it is at least an overwhelmingly British sec- 
tor of the economy. The Brewers and Lic- 
ensed Retailers Association suggested in 
a memorandum to the Treasury this July 
that Britain's economy and tax revenues are 
damaged far more by the present differ- 
entials than they would be by a reduced rate 
of duty. The figures are, of course, vehe- 
mently disputed, Math Customs and Excise 
replying that high taxation makes good 
health as well as economic sense. The Trea- 
sury's settled view will be available to min- 
isters by the end of the year, following a 
consultation process and review. For now, 
and in court next week the line is likely to 
be repeated, the Government insists that 
its right to levy taxation is paramount 



Why this year is a fallow time for deer 












For anybody involved 
with the management of 
deer, a persistent 
aggravation is the way 
the price of venison 
fluctuates wildly from 
one year to the next. 

At present, in the south of 
England, the going rate for fal- 
low deer is 90p per pound for 
whole carcases —with bead and 
feet off, but the skin stfll on - 
and for roe, generally consid- 
ered the finest meat, £130- Yet 
these amounts are more than 50 
per cent down on last year s, and 
in the Highlands the price of the 
ubiq uito us red deer has crashed 
from the 1996 high of £2 per 
po und to a wretched bOp. On 
big estates, which depend large- 
ly on venison sales for income. 
this amounts to a dam aging loss- 
External events, apparently 

unconnected, often have a 
strong influence on the market 
for deer meal. VWxsf of all in re- 
cent memory, was the nuclear 
disaster at Chernobyl in April 
1986. which spread radfoarihe 
debris over much of northern 
Europe and put the fear of God 
into the West Germans - nor- 


mally the greatest consumers. 
This drastically reduced demand 
for all venison and knocked 
prices down to a new low. 

Another sharp fall was 
caused, paradoxically, by (he col- 
lapse of Communism in and af- 
ter 19S9. When the Iron Curtain 
at last came down, a flood of 
Polish and East German veni- 
son poured into West Ger- 
many, swamping the market 
there and, in a knock-on effect, 
.cutting the appetite for Scottish 
imports. 

Last year saw a record price 
surge, partly because of the 
scare about BSE, which turned 
a good many people from beef 
to venison; another factor was 
that imports from New Zealand 
temporarily dried up, because 
deer farmers there were con- 
solidating their breeding stock 
and culling fewer beasts than 
usual. 

The result was a dramatic rise 
not only in prices, buf also in 
poaching. All over Britain, from 
Cornwall to Caithness, gangs 
were onl at night with lamps, 
rifles, shotguns and lurchers; 
with a red deer hind (for in- 
stance) suddenly worth nearly 
£200, they made instant fortunes. 

In Mortimer FbresL near 


NATURE NO TE 

Alarm calls form an important eletnent 
in wild creatures’ defences, and it is fas- 
cinating lo find how often one species 
warns another of danger. A wot - 
pigeon, for instance, can perfectly wet 
leave a tree silently, but when it depart* 
with a loud clap of its wing?, fellow- 
pigeons*’ rooks, crows, pheasants ami 


Ludlow, at least 100 fallow deer 
were killed illegally, and this win- 
ter stocks are so depleted that 
the Forestry Commission has re- 
duced its projected annual cull 
by (hree-quaners. The poachers, 
being indiscriminate, have, of 
course, wrecked long-term plans 


DUFF 

HART' DAVIS 


for managing ihe herd, besides 
losing wounded animals in the 
darfc. 

Outside factors thus drive 
venison prices to some extent, 
hut the truth is that the home 
market has never been effec- 
tively developed. Wild venison 
is almost fat-free, and entirely 
uDcomaminaied h> artificial 
foodstuffs: yet sales in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom remain relatively 
small, and probably 60 per cent 
of the country’s output still goes 
abroad, principally to Germany. 

A courageous attempt to 
increase home consumption 
was made by Highland Venison. 


a co-operative of forest owners 
who joined forces with the Safe- 
way supermarket chain in pro- 
mote sales in ibis count n. 
Instead of sending whole car- 
cases abroad, as most Scottish 
dealers do. the firm begun cul- 
ling and packaging \ cnison like 
other meat and made some 
headway. Then funds ran 
short, and the cumpunv was 
sold and has now been taken 
over by a Danish firm, so ihai 
export is likely to become its 
main husinexs once again. 

Attempts to increase home 
sales of game in general are be- 
ing made by the Game Mar- 
keting Executive, which was sei 
up last year with lunds from the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Countryside Business Group. By 
talking to supermarkets, by 
training chefs and organising a 
Chef of the Year competition for 
game cookery, the executive 
reckons it is making progress. 
The UK market for game, about 
£17m in I9ui know thought lo 
be worth £34 m. and is expect- 
ed to rise to £5 run by 2002 as 
people in search of healthy 
food become more aware of the 
possibilities on offer. 

At present the venison sold 
hy supermarket chains such as 


Sainsbury 3nd Wailrose all 
comes tn un farms that can guar- 
antee more consistency than 
dealers in wild deer, fanned an- 
imals are killed relatively young, 
whereas a slag shot in the High- 
lands may have been scrambling 
up and Ji »w n precipitous slopes 
for eight or Id years, and may. 
if not treated well, turn out as 
tough as old hoots. 

There is no doubt that in the 
past much Scottish venison h3S 
been poorly handled. A carcase 
often has to be dragged off the 
hill, through peat bogs and 
fit H ided burns, before it reach- 
es a vehicle or a pony. It may 
then spend several days hang- 
ing in an inadequately chilled 
larder before being collected. 

In spile of all-round im- 
provements recently, the prob- 
lem with wild venison, 
particularly in England, remains 
that there is no central mar- 
keting organisation: instead, 
there are hundreds of individ- 
ual sellers, who make life diffi- 
cult lor themselves by refusing 
to club together. 

If lhe> did. they might se- 
cure belter prices: - and cer- 
tainly it is galling for them to 
see what a mark-up hulchers 
nuke. At present a fallow car- 


others get immediate notice that some- 
thin unpleasant is in the offing. 

Blackbirds mob owls with men. 
hysterical twittering, but switch in a low 
“tuk. tuk" whenever they see a ground 
predator such as a fox. caiitr stool. 
Wrens rick like alarm clocks if Ae> de- 
tect tbal kind of prowler, and a cock 


pheasant which persists in giving olf 
single culls has almost certainly spot- 
ted a fox. Jays, on the other hand, 
screech indiscriminately at all enemies, 
whether grounded or airborne. 

Male Jeer generally remain silent, 
except during the annual rut: but te- 
maleSiiivc ht ui r> c harks » he n i hey mv 


or scent danger, and the alarm rail of 
a fallow doe. lor example, will com- 
municate il.selJ to a rue or a munljae. 
Hu mans, in other words, can glean 
much information ahout events in (he 
countryside purely by listening. 

Duff Hart-Daws 


case, weighing 701b in the skin, 
fetches only £63 for the 
landowner, in the run-up to 
Christmas, the butcher will 
have no difficulty selling each 
lUb haunch at £4 a pound, so 
that the haunches alone bring 
him £88. He then has the sad- 


dle - 81b at £4 JO, ie £36 - and 
a dozen pounds of stewing 
steak off the forequarters and 
neck, ar £ J .50: total £1 S. Hjs re- 
turn on the beast is thus £142. 
well over 100 per cent. 

Still, that’s trade. The ques- 
tion, now. is whether the threat- 


ened ban on beef on the bone 
will drive venison prices up 
again. So far there is no sign of 
any upward movement -and for 
the time being people in our part 
of tbe world are snapping up 
bony joints of red beef as though 
there were no tomorrow. 
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Peace 
in tiny 
pieces 

Fiddly, absorbing and very 
rewarding. That was the verdict 
on a mosaic-making course, as 
SaBy Staples found out. 


Mosaics keep Michelle Heydon awake at 
night. Since she tried a two-day course in 
the art of cutting up tiny pieces of dies and 
arranging them into intricate pan eras, 
she spends sleepless hours pl anning her de- 
signs, and has seriously considered chang- 
ing her life. 

Michelle, who works with computers in 
Cambridge, longs to give it all up and earn 
her living making mosaics. “It's my aspir- 
ation. I like all sorts of craft, but I really 
love the idea of doing something LbatwiU 
be here in years to come," she says. 

She is sitting at a table in a large, airy 
studio in Sussex attending a four-day 
course in mosaics run by West Dean Col- 
lege. In front of her is a 4ft by 2ft wooden 
frame for a bedhead, displaying an elabo- 
rate design of flowers, stems and leaves. She 
is planning the painstaking job of filling in 
the design with tiny pieces of mosaic. 

“It's taken me three days just to do one 
comer. It's a big project, but I'll take it home 
and keep at it until I've finished,** she says. 
“I'm a full-time working mother and this 
is my escape. I* m planning brown and yel- 
low fifties, cream tulips, a terracotta back- 
ground and black stems. This is my second 
course. After the first one I got so carried 
away, I bought £70 worth of glass.” 

All around her other men and women 
are busy working on more modest mosaics 
in ceramics, glass, marble and terracotta. 
Monty Raphael, from London, a retired 
businessman turned psychotherapist, says 
that what he enjoys most about the process 
is breaking a material up into fragments in 
order to rebuild it into something whole. 

“Originally I was attracted by the colour 



of the mosaics I saw in Italy and Cyprus. 
The richness captured me. I bad been grop- 
ing around to find some sort of craft ... 
Then I came on a mosaic course and de- 
cided this was it” 

Monty is working from a photograph, 
copying a 16th-century mosaic he admired 
outside a church in Crete. “I find it un- 
questionably therapeutic. I don't know what 
meditation is, but I imagine it to be rather 
like making a mosaic. It is so absorbing that 
after a certain time you forget everything 
else." 

The college at West Dean is, in fact, a 
splendidly preserved Edwardian house set 
in 6,000 acres. It offers a number of full- 


time and short residential courses. During 
their stay students may wander the huge 
rooms, use the library and admire the pic- 
tures, antiques and big game trophies. 

Sophie MacKinnon, who is on the mos- 
aic course with her sister-in-law Fiona, is 
full of eathusiasra. “I’ll definitely be back. 
The atmosphere here is so relaxing - and 
I’ve discovered it takes the most incredible 
concentration. F ve decided that one day I d 
like to do my kitchen floor in black and 
white lizards/' 

Sophie and Fiona are designing tmisaic 
patterns around a circular mirror, explor- 
ing patterns and colours with glass and cer- 
amic pieces^ Fiona, a nursing sister, said she 


had previously had no idea how' much time 
it would take, or how absorbing it would 
be. “It's so peaceful and undemanding - 
not a bit like work. .And yet there is some- 
thing growing in front of you. It's great fun 
being able to try different materials and 
colours, and getting such helpful advice." 

.Also designing a mirror surround is 
Stephanie Schofield, who used to work in 
banking in Surrey, and her lawyer husband 
Brian. Both had been interested in classi- 
cal mosaics and decided to have a go them- 
selves. Stephanie began by decorating a 
6- in -square tile, to get the feel of cutting, 
sticking and linen grouting to give an even 
surface. "I needed a hit of advice on what 


colour the grouting should be," she says. 
It comes in black, white or grey and 
whichever you choose makes a huge dif- 
ference to the overall finish. 

Brian is happy to leave the more am- 
bitious mirror to his wife, and contents him- 
self with working on a selection of tiles. “I 
rather enjoy using the tile nippers. It gives 
me a sense of power," he says, as he demon- 
strates how to cut a l-in-square tile into 16 
tiny squares. “Having done this yourself, 
you look again at the classical patterns and 
realise just what those workmen must 
have gone through." 

John Ball, a retired lecturer from Cam- 
bridge. tried mosaics after enjoying a 


rmyti^n^cvroricB 
unquestionably therapa* * 1 . 

porting to students at West Dean 
College in Sussex 




course on stained glass. .1 “ 

mosaic for a set of paving slabs in the gar- 
den," be said. “The rator here, Emma 
Bigge, is absolutely terrific, and she las 
brought old bits and pieces of tiles and 
pebbles as well as some expensive cut 
marble. She has put up an exhibition of her 
work, which is very inspiring. 

Emma herself says many of her students 
have no experience of any other craft. I 
get all ages on the courses, and tremendous 
enthusiasm for mosaics from both men and 
women. When they start, they find the tech- 
nique takes over and they are so busy cut- 
ting and sticking and arranging that they, 
have no time to question their own cre- 
ativity. The results are often very encour- 
aging i find that men tend to be more 
geometric in their designs, ami women more 
naturalistic ” ■ 

Emma was originally inspired by watch- 
ing a TV programme about mosai cists in 
the Italian community. She took up her call- 
ing with enthusiasm and has since won com- 
missions from the Sultan of Oman, and 
Terence Conran, for his London restaurants 
QuagUnos and Mezzo. She has also just 
completed a mosaic at the entrance to The 


Emma Bigge takes courses at Ffesr Dean Col- 
lege. Went Dean, Chichester, West Sussex. 
P018 OQZ ( 01243 811301). A four-day res- 
idential course costs £222 (£143 for non- 
residents). She also teaches at Missendon 
Abbey. Great Missenden, Bucks (01494 
890296) and runs her own mosaic workshop 
at Unit B, 4431449 Holloway Road, London 
N7 (0171-263 2997). 


Correction 

On 29 November the feature on silk paint- 
ing at the Wye Valley Arts Centre contained 
a mistaken telephone number. The coned 
number is 01594 530214 or 01291 689463. 


GAMES 


BAWN O’BEIRNE RAN E LAG H 
DON'T JUNK IT - USE IT 


Some months ago, I 
explained how to make a 
see-througb bread bin out 
of two plastic water 
containers. At the time I 
warned against attempting 
to use the object for those 
Gallic extravagances 
known as French sticks, 
but for those who persist 
in buying ectomorphic 
loaves, here is the 
solution: the telescopic 
bread bottle. 

Start with two or three two-litre plastic 
drink bottles. Drink the drink and wash and 
dry the bottles. If you have shopped 
carefully, you will find that you have bottles 
of slightly varying diameters. 

Take the widest of the bottles and slice it 
in half at its ruddle. Then cut the central 




sections from the other bottles, discarding 
the top and bottom. 

If you have judged matters well, you will 
now be able to assemble an extendable 
bread container; with the top and bottom of 
the first bottle joined by sections from the 
others. And the sections will slide. 
trombone-like, to fit the bread perfectly. 


GAME OF THE WEEK 
WILLIA M HAR TSTON 

James, eight, tells me that I am going to have to put 
in some practice. He’s been practising a good deal 
and he is beating me loo easily. The game is Tumble 
Bugs and it is both amusing and unbelievably 
vicious. (“Tumble Bugs. Lose Your Friends,'* says 
the press release.) 

What makes this game different from other 
sbooting-down-spaceship video games is the clever 
3D graphics which allow a simulation of rocky 
terrain (you can choose from a variety of planets to 
fight on, and a range of spaceships with different 
powers. What makes it even more different is that 
it’s not made by a games company, but a rather 
serious company called Voxar that specialises in 
graphics for medical and scientific applications. 

They invented Tumble Bugs as a demonstration 
of the capabilities of their new graphical software, 
but the game was so well received that they decided 
to market iL At present it is available only over the 
Internet, on CD-Rom (playable on Windows 95 
Pentium) for £15. You can buy it or download a 
fully playable demo at: www.tumblebugs.com 

You can play solo (against the computer) or one 
against one (on the same keyboard) Must go now. 
I've got some practising to do. 


PANDORA ME LLY 
GAMES PEO PLE PLAY 

John Julius Norwich, 68, writer and 
broadcaster 

My game is collecting literary snippets: anything in 
writing that takes my fancy. It may be funny, or 
moving, or extraordinary; a short poem, a 
paragraph of dazzling prose, something I've read 
on the back of a hotel room door or the synopsis 
of an opera- Absolutely anything: all is grist to the 
milL 

It began in 1958 when I joined the Foreign 
Service and was sent to Beirut, which in those days 
was a sort of Clapham Junction of the world's 
airlines. Anybody who flew to the east came down 
in Beirut. 

Many exciting people came to the house, and 
one Christmas my mother gave me a beautiful 
visitor's book bound in goatskin for when people 
came to dinner or stayed overnight Alas, the 
moment I unwrapped it a curfew was declared, 
and absolutely nobody arrived for the next 10 
months, which was a great disappointment. 

One day I remembered that I had a little 
collection of things on rough bits of paper in 
various suitcases, and I decided to copy out 


everything in my very best handwriting, and have a 
commonplace book instead. • 

By the late Sixties, what had started as a few 
scraps became a Collection with a capital C. I’d 
assembled about three or four albumfuls. which I 
thought was probably enough to make a nice little 
anthology. The “come up and see ray etchings" 
syndrome - it’s no fun having a collection if you 
can’t share iL 

Every year since 1970. I’ve put together a 
collection of bits out of the albums and published 
it as .4 Christmas Cracker, which I send round to 
my friends. 

The only expense of this slightly ridiculous 
hobby is every five or six years when I buy myself a 
Dew, very beautiful book bound in goatskin, which 
I think is cheap at the price. 

The 1997 edition of John Julius Norwich ‘s '.4 
Christmas Cracker' is available from Hevwood Hill 
booksellers at 10 Curzon Street, London B7 (0171- 
629-0647 ), price £4.50. Earlier compilations, 
‘Christmas Crackers' and 'More Christmas Crackers' 
( Penguin, £10.99), can be found at most good 
bookshops and quite a lot of bad ones. 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 



To begin with the best bit, it’s 
White to play and win in the 
diagram position, which 
comes from Adams- 
Georgadze, played on 
Thursday in the second round 
of the world championship in 
Groningen in the 
Netherlands. Adams finished 
it off beautifully with l.Qd2!! 
when l...Qxd2 allows 2.RaS+ 
BdS 3.RxdS mate. Instead 
Georgadze played l...Qc6, but 
after 2.Qh6+ Ke8 3.Qe6 he 
resigned. There is nothing to 
be done about the threats of 

4. Ra7 or4.Nxd6+ Qxd6 

5. RaS+. 

So Adams needs only a 
draw in the second game to go 
through to the third round. 
The other two British players 
in the competition both drew 
the first games of their 
second-round matches. Sadler 
as Black against Ehlvest, and 
Short as White against 
Korchnoi. 

Meanwhile, two of the 
favourites were having very 
different experiences. Anand 
won an impressive game 
against Nikolic, but just look 
at what happened to Vassily 
Ivanchuk: 



White: lhsser Seirawan 
Black: Vassily Ivanchuk 


I d4 Nf6 
2c4gfi 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4e4d6 

5Bd3e5 

6d5a5 

7 Nge2 Na6 

SBNd7 

9 Be3 Bh6 

10 Qd2 Bxe3 

II Qxe3 c6 


12 Qh6 Ndc5 

13 Rdl Qb6 

14 Bbl Ke7 
15f4exf4 

16 Rf 1 RfS 

17 Qxf4 ffj 
18dxc6 Qxc6 
19 Nd4 Qe8 
20Nd5+ Kd8 

21 Qxd6 Bd7 

22 NbS resigns 


Black's plan of exchanging his 
black-squared bishop with 
9...Bh6 (when I0.Bxh6 is met 
by Qh4+) was all very well, 
but he began to miss the piece 
rather badly when his d-pawn 
needed a defender. 

Anand's finish was very 
powerful. At the end, 37JCg2 
Qe2+ 3S-Kh3 Qfl+ 39-Kg4 
h5 + 40.Kg5 Bf6 is mate. 


White Predrag Nikolic 
Black: Viswanathan Anand 

1 d4d5 20 Rc4-axb4 

2 c4 c6 21 axb4 jRdbt? 

3 Nc3 Nf6 22 e4 Nc7 

4NBe6 23 Rfcl Nb5 

5 Bg5 h6 24Nde5RdS 
6Bxf6Qxf6 25 Nxo6 Bxc6 
7e3Nd7 26Rxc6Ra3 

8 Bd3dxc4 27Qo4Nxd4 

9 Bxc4g6 28 Nxd4 Rxd4 

10 0-0 Bg7 29 Rc8+ Kh7 

1IM0-0 30Qe6Rd2 

12 Rcl Qe7 31 Rc7 Qd8 

13 Qb3 Nb6 32g3Rf3 

14 Bd3 Rd$ 33RfIRdxf2 

15 Ne4 Nd5 34Rx£2Qdl+ 

16 a3 Bd7 35 Kg2 RxC+ 

17 Nc5 Be8 36 Kxf2Bd4+ 

18 Bbl b6 White resigned 

19 Nd3 a5 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


N a3481 Saturday 13 December 



ACROSS DOWN 


I Place for mooring (5) 
4 Stupefy (4) 

8 Large primate (7) 

9 House (5) 

10 Consumes (4) 

II Sewn (8) 

12 Boxing category (13) 
15 Intimidate (8) 

17 Sprain (4) 

20 Decree (5) 

21 Deadlock (7) 

22 Remainder (4) 

23 Fielding position (5) 


1 Priest’s headgear (7) 

2 Part in play (4) 

3 Tragic (13) 

4 Enthusiast (7) 

5 Nothing (coll.) (S) 

6 Fit of fever (4) 

7 Outlaw (6) 

12 Legendary (6) 

13 Natural environment (7) 

14 Contradict (7) 

16 Oily fruit (5) 

15 Structural member of 
ship (4) 

19 Gemstone (4) 


Solution to yesterday's Coacise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Knickers. 5 Hear (Nicosia),? Ahead. 10 Cahhace, I J Sales pilch, 
14 Cash registers 16 Silhouette, 20 Martini. 21 Ditto, 22 Nude. It Esteemed. 
DOWN: 1 Knapsack, 2 Idealist, 3 Kudos. 4 Rocking chain. 6 Exam. 7 ReeL 8 
Abacus. 12 Teetotum. 13 Aneroid, 15 Raisin, n Undue, 18 Amen. 19 Arid. 



BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 



Game aU; dealer South 
North 

♦ 82 

S7KJ86 


West 

0A4 
♦ A 9 8 7 3 

East 

♦ none 


♦ KQ 5 4 

<7543 


<72 

010 8 763 


9QJ952 

♦ QJ 10 6 5 


♦ K42 


South 

♦ A J 109763 
'PA Q 10 9 7 

OK 

♦none 



More disasters are attributable to “hasty play to the first 
trick" than to anything else. Here, for a change, it was 
hasty play to the second trick that was South's undoing. 

South opened 1 * , North responded 2* and South 
rebid 29 . They were apparently forcing to game, so 
North could agree trumps with a simple raise to 3 9. A 
welter of cue-bids followed and it became clear to South 
that the partnership held everything it needed except 

♦K. Against the final contract of 69, West led the 40 
to dummy's ace. 


his trump suit and decided to play on cross-ruff lines 
His plan was simple: he would cash the ace of spade 
and concede a spade. Even when the defenders got i 
and led a trump, he would then make a spade, two 
diamonds, a club and eight trump tricks. 

He soon discovered the hitch when West ruffed th 
ace of spades: now there was no way to avoid anuthe 
loser in spades. Any suggestions? 

A better plan, after winning the club, is to plav a 
round of trumps. When both opponents follow, dm* 
remaining trumps, ending in dummy, and lead 4S 
running ii if not covered. Now declarer is home how, 
the spades divide. If East holds all four, there is no 
problem; tf We* holds ail four, a ruffing finesse can 
taken; and if the suit divides 3-1, only one raff is 
necessary to establish the rest of [he spades. 




BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 



. - uuuwc: OUUU1U XJiaCK 

Looking ai it from White’s side it is eas> 
the time it is his turn to roll again be raav v 
his market: Black will have an easy drop! A 
where White makes his 5-point and Black s 

wilh 14 ’ 24 0r * 5 ) will produi 
ere Black will have a clear drop. As Whi 
bis 5-poim with all but seven rolls (66. 64 4 

doub(f° Uld ** ClCar thal baS 3 vcr >’ 

What about the take? What are Black's 
asset is his lead in the race. Before (h 
£ 5o pom* (96-152). In addition, his men 
hom^ H l ° A aUaCkWhite ^ be leaves a h 
d, J, n 6 noled above ' has se- 

Whiit ^ lhc 5 ' p0mL Finall - V he dtouW n 

of the h H? “ Somewfaat * with 10 me 
° . bnard and five in the other - a ivniS 

Paying a hack game. It will lake him some 
mate his forces to restrain Black's Iasi 
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Two wheels good, one wheel better? 
Minimalism takes to the road 


Unicycling b the Everest of the 
wheeled world. It’s hard, and you 
do it because it’s there. It*s 
pointless to ask what the point is. 
There is none. 

If you're not in a circus, riding 
one is just a cry for attention; if 
you are in a circus, you're 
signalling that you want more 
attention than anyone else, 
writes Eric Kendall. 


Advocates of the unicycle praise its hid- 
den qualities. It shires with the 2CV the 



lithe bahhce: uniqffle hockey ***•*«*““ 


liability to harm innocent bystanders or 
t e rider, by dint of going so slowly. Ana 
fce a jump-jet, it’s so bard to operate that 
.yu must be brilliant and highly inuned 
tbfrridingoneatall , 

: ' Some daim that as a practical propo- 
stion roond town, a unicyde beats to-hns 

- sates because you’re only a loony w 

ni're on it. Back on your feet none . 
ted know - .yon don't have to wear 
own's shoes to ride one. You can cany 
ankydeea^ in one hand, park ,tul h 
artier of a room, pop it into the luggage 
K*of attain or bus. So with all tins pm* 
3r them, why do people choose to P ia ) 

nkyefe hockey instead? 

WfeD that’s what they call it, but poio 


would be nearer the mark. Back in the 
mists of time, a strange unicydist made a 
list of things that would be fiendishly dif- 
ficult for anyone to do on one wheeL vig- 
orous arm movement (preferably with a 
long stick hi one hand, to upset balance ), 
periodically connecting with a rapidly 
moving hard object (might as well make 
it a ball), lots of unpredictably wobbling 
obstacles to negotiate (perhaps in the form 
of other unicyclists), and a couple of goal- 
shaped nets on which to snag your pedals 
(could also serve as a target into which to 
knock the ball). The really odd thing is that 
he found anyone to join him. 

But be did, and the rest is history, albeit 
on a very small scale -at least in the UK. 

It's an amazing 
sight - a combin- 
ation of extreme 
skill, stop-start 
twisting move- 
ments. blurs of 
legs and wheels, 
and a spirit that 
underlines just 
how hard it is. 
The achievement 
is to have taken 
part, aot in some 
woolly-tiberaL 
brotherhood -of- 
man kind of way. 
but literally. 

Strangely big 
in Germany, uni- 
cycling is inher- 
ently humorous, 
at least as seen 
from the side- 
lines. Riding one. 
or learning to, is 
funny in the sense 
that you may as 
well laugh rather 
than cry. It helps 
to start on a smooth surface, preferably 
with a wall next to you and one behind 
you: you're going to need all the support 
you can get- Come to think of it, some par- 
allel bars would be ideal - the kind thai 
Kenneth More learnt to walk between on 
tin legs, in Reach for the Sky. 

The first stage, getting aboard, gives 
a hint ofwhat's to come. Get the unlcycle 
the right ivay round (there is a difference). 
Choose vour starting foot, place it on the 
relevant' pedal, which should be cocked 
backwards, towards you. and g« 

saddle under wur backside. The umcyUc 

is currently stuck out in front of you at an 
angle which is closer to falling over than 
staying upright, but persevere. As long as 


that other foot is on the deck, you're safe. 

Now, brace yourself and stand down on 
the pedal, which pushes the unicyde 
miraculously towards the vertical and will 
spit you out over the lop if you're not very 
careful. If you start with the pedal in the 
wrong position, cocked. away from you, 
you bypass this stage completely, going 
directly to Oat on your back in one smooth 
move. 

And that's almost all there is to it. In 
no time at all you'll be demonstrating the 
sport's greatest misnomer, the “stable 
position” (pedals horizontal), before min- 
ing on to straight lines, stopping, turning 
(extra pressure on one pedal ) and even l he 
“free-moum " (no walls) - at which point 
you’ve cracked iL Finally, for the utter nut- 
ter, there’s the “suicide-mount", definitely 
in the advanced category, and a sure sign 
that you're ready, at least psychologically, 
for the hockey pitch. 

Where and what to ride 

Lots of bike shops have one unicycle in 
stock and no idea of how to ride it, but they 
usually know someone who can. Be deeply 
suspicious of offers of help from a keen 
unicyclisi — they're probably recruiting for 
their unicyde hockey team. 

A few people find them easy to ride 
and learn instantly, others don’t - it can 
take weeks. Unicyrics cost from around 
£80 up to £200 or more for a model 
designed for hockey - they're stronger all 
round, and have more spokes in the 
wheels. Tiy DM Engineering (01202 471 
9431. No good for hockey, or to learn on. 
a popular "giraffe” model is adjustable 
between 5fi and Nfi. and makes you stand 
out from the crowd. 

Unicycle hockey teams and circus 
schools are the mast organised areas of 
unicycling. Contact Oddballs (Of 71-250 
1333), a .specialist juggling shop, or circus 
schools: Circus Space (QI7l-bl34l4l ),or 
Albert & Friends Instant Circus fOINI -74 1 
5471). The Catch (01275 332 655) is a 
juggling/sircei iheat re/new circus maga- 
zine that carries listings including unicy- 
cling. Main contact for (he Hackney 
Hokey Cokeys is James (ill 7 1 -729 5013); 
other hockey teams include the London 
Loonies, the Hastings Unicyde Group 
(Hug) and the St Leonard's Unicycle 
Group (Slug). Rumour has it dial some- 
one in Birmingham is trying m start a 
team. 

There is also a world unicyde conven- 
tion - and. of course, leaping on u> the 
bandwagon and balancing up hill and 
down dale, there are even mountain uni- 
cvclisis with knobbly tyres. 


Kingfishers, castles and 
trails of the river bank 


A walk around the village of 
Goodrich encompasses more 
or less everything you might 
hope to see in the Wye 
valley: spectacular views, the 
river, black-and-white 
Herefordshire houses and 
a ruined castle. 

Catherine Stebbings sets out. 


Start at the car park for Goodrich 
Castle, and walk down the hill to- 
wards the village. At the bottom of 
the hill, turn left towards Welsh 
Bicknor and Courtfield. It is not 
long before the gentle climb af- 
fords good views of the large 
Heme Bridge on your left and the 
village of Goodrich on your right. 
On reaching a triangular patch of 
grass, turn right along a quiet 
country lane and, keeping left, fol- 
low the road past a Utile cottage 
named Bearwood. 

The gradual climb takes you 
around Lhe edge of Coppet HilL 
lb the west the little village of 
Goodrich is easily visible, with its 
neatly walled churchyard. 14th- 
century church and impressive rec- 
tory. 

The little path cuts through the 
thick covering of bracken and 
gorse. Much of the walk is laid out 
in the valley below. You can see 
the great loop of the river emerg- 
ing from Symonds Yal and mean- 
dering across the plain. From here 
the patchwork of fields and 
hedgerows stretches to the moun- 
tains in the distance. 

The path eventually reaches a 
little wood of ash and oak. Turn 
right and follow the gentle descent 
to the river. At this point you 
should be able to see the three 
counties of Gloucestershire, Here- 
fordshire and Monmouthshire, lb 
the east is the Forest of Dean, 
whose massive oak trees were orig- 
inally grown for making ships in 
the 18th centuiy. You will see the 
old coal-mining villages of the for- 
est; Ruardean, Lydbrook and Dry- 
brook. To the south west is 
Symonds Yat, with its backdrop of 
woodland and dramatic rocky out- 
crops that have challenged many a 
climber. 


Continue down the path into 
the wood that clings to the side of 
the hUL Sycamores give way to a 
dense covering of coppiced hazel, 
gnarled silver birch and dark green 
yews. Among the undergrowth of 
brambles and bracken are scatter- 
ings of wild marjoram, euphorbia 
and dog’s mercury. The woods are 
inhabited by foxes, badgers, rab- 
bits, squirrels, and roe and fallow 
deer. 

Climb over the stile at the bot- 
tom of the hill, and you are in the 
lush green water meadows that lie 
alongside the river Wye. Go down 
to the water's edge and turn right 
so that you are walking down- 
stream. Looking across the river 
end straight up, there is a steep 
rock where a pair of peregrine fal- 
cons successfully raised their 
young this year. The peregrine's 
dramatic diving stoops can exceed 
125mpb. 

When the river is not full of ca- 
noeists testing their strength 
against the flow, you may be lucky 
enough to see an otter of a king- 
fisher. You will certainly see and 
hear the ducks and swans that en- 
joy the river. 

This stretch of river is lined 
with mature willow and alder 
trees. The rich pasture is grazed by 
sheep and cows, and the odd 
heron can be seen flying across the 
water meadow. The footpath takes 
you through a gate and a beech 
wood before re-emerging in the 
meadow and coming to an end. If 
you look up towards Coppet HilL 
you will see the image of a white 
fox painted on the rock above. 

Walk towards the right-hand 
corner of the field, where a lovely 
old walnut tree stands before a 
castellated farm house. Follow the 
footpath through the farmyard and 
past paddocks of Arabian horses 
and miniature Shetland ponies. 
When you reach the busy road 
turn right, and after about 200 
yards cross the road. Go through 
the kissing-gale and walk across 
the fields, following the marked 
path over a stile, through a gate 
and along a dark lane to Goodrich. 

Hinting left at the road you will 
come to the black-and-white-tim- 
bered former courthouse. Turn 
right and follow signs to the 


church. The mellow, pinkish stone 
and simple spire belie the 
grandeur of the linenfold-panelled 
walls inside, which were brought 
here from Goodrich Conn when it 
was demolished in 1950. (The 
church is often locked; key avail- 
able from the village shop). It is a 
pleasant church, but not spectacu- 
lar. and many points of interest - 
such as the perpendicular east win- 
dow - can be admired from out- 
side. There is a stone seat in Lhe 
churchyard for tired, contempla- 
tive walkers. 

Take the north-western gate out 
of the churchyard, walk up the 
track and turn right at the top. 
Ttiro left at an old farm building 
into the field ahead; don't follow 
the footpath sign. Follow the mud- 
dy track right and aim for the av- 
enue of lime trees in the distance. 
Once a pleasant drive to Goodrich 
Court, this is now a picturesque 
campsite wiih one permanent resi- 
dent, who lives in a much loved 
gypsy caravan. Walk up the av- 
enue, turning right at the road - 
which takes you into the village 
past the old jail and The Hostelrie 
hoteL A little further down the 
lane is Jollys. the village shop and 
post office, where jars of barley 
sugar and humbugs adorn the 
shelves. 

A little farther down the road 
turn left up Castle Lane, through 
the car park and on to Goodrich 
Castle. This red sandstone ruin is 
as rugged as the rocks it stands on. 
Goodrich Castle has it ail: a for- 
bidding 12ib-centuty keep, steep 
spiral stairs, murder holes, dun- 
geons, a massive Norman tower, 
an elegant chapel and a broad, 
grassy moat. 

Length: about seven miles of easy 
walking, with gentle climbs and 
descents. 

Goodrich Castle (01345 
125436), is five miles from Ross on 
Wye off the A40. Car park open 
I0am-6pm daily. Castle open 1 
Nov-31 March, Wednesday-Sun- 
day, 10am -4pm. Closed Dec 24-25. 
Admission: adults £230, conces- 
sions £1.70, children £130. 

Map: Ordnance Survey Lan- 
dranger 162 (130,000). 
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Drug cheats and burning doves can't disguise the trauma of the No-bag Olyrrip ,cs 

. . Di.^i.hnm Rovers in fa™ 1 ?; 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 

ON THE REAL 

ANDTHE 

COUNTERFEIT 


I suppose it is a campaign 
medal really. Of sorts, anyway. 
Although I can't help but 
fed that enduring a four-day 
trip to Rome hardly merits a 
decoration. ‘ 

There it sits, in its snug 
green box - Dad’s Roman 
coin, as my six-year-old de- 
scribes it. I served. 

"What did you do in the Eu- 
ropean Athletics Cup of 1993, 
Daddy?" he asks. “Daddy, did 
you ever have to kill a man 
when you were serving in 
Rome?" 

The idea of the gift, I pre- 
sume, was to assure the at- 
tending representatives of the 
international written press that 
they were champions them- 
selves within the worldwide - 
or at least, pan- European - 
Family of Athletics. 


Now that Is a curious image 
to foster, although there is 
something In it - the world of 
athletics contains more than 
enough bickering to make it 
feel like a real family. 

But the gesture is one that 
has been made on many occa- 
sions at many venues. And 
every time it feels wrong. Be- 
cause medals are things you 
give to athletes or soldiers. 
What we press boys really want 
is hags. 

The Seoul Olympics of 1988 
are remembered for many 
things - the unscheduled “dove 
incineration" section of the 
opening ceremony, the scan- 
dalous refereeing of the boxing 
tournament, and the stupen- 
dous exposure of the 100-me- 
tres champion Ben Johnson as 
a drugs cheat. If only De Cou- 


bertin could have lived to wit- 
ness it alL 

But for many of my col- 
leagues, that Olympics will al- 
ways be associated with a 
traumatic moment of revelation 
that occurred as they entered 
the press village. 

One of their number, a 
flamboyant Brummie with a 
taste for rainbow-hued Joe 90 
specs, had arrived a day earli- 
er and was on hand to offer 
them this lugubrious greeting: 
“Welcome to the No-bag 
Olympics." Effectively, the 
thing was dead in the water 
from there on in. 

Four years later. I'm happy 
to report, Barcelona proved 
that the concept of the Olympic 
Games was still vibrant and on- 
going through the imaginative 
provision of a choice of bags. 


Every major championship 
bag contains a quantity or 
small, shiny items - including 
a number of Japel badges 
bearing the name or symbol of 
the event. These “pins", as 
they are known, take on an un- 
avoidable significance for the 
duration of one's stay. It works 
like this. 

Girl at serving hatch, smil- 
ing hopefully: "Have you got 
any pins?" You: “I’m sorry. I 
gave away my fast one this 
morning." Girl starts to look all 
wistful, but gamely serves you 
with your food, anyway, her day 
spoiled. You feci guilty. 

The variant goes as fol- 
lows: Girl at serving hatch, 
smiling hopefully: “Have you 
got any pins?" You: ~I think I 
have got one somewhere. Hang 
on a sec. There vou go." Girl 


accepts badge with a dazzling 
smile and fixes it into the glint- 
ing array already established on 
the lapel of her Games volun- 
teer overall. 

She then smiles over with a 
look of quiet triumph to her 
mate alongside. Who then asks 
you, smiling hopefully: “"Have 
vou got any pins?" And you say. 
“I’m sorry. That was my last 
one." Another quiet triumph. 
And the .second girl looks all 
wistful and gamely carries on 
serving food, her day spoiled. 
You feel guilty. 

Basic rule of life for cham- 
pionships: pins are good, but 
don't run out. Pins good, bags 
good, coins not good. 

Thinking about it. though, 
a coin was the best gift f ever 
had while working. Jack Walk- 
er. who bought a controlling in- 


tertst in Blackbum Rovers m 

1990. has another team who* 
fortunes he underwrites - 
Tower United, who play near 
his tax-haven home on tue 

island of Jersey. 

Walker is a man who habit- 
ually shuns publicity, but on 

Jcrsev itself he is known by a 
different name - locals call hiffl 
Johnnv Walker - and his alti- 
tude to enquiries is similarly 
altered. 

After expressing all the trus- 
tration of the one-eyed fan as 
the team closest to his heart 
struggled to a goalless draw in 
an FA Vfcse rie, he waxed ex- 
pansive in the little room where 
dub officials and rheir coun- 
terparts from Paulton Rovers 
were served with drinks. 

It seemed strange to hear a 
man who had recently sold his 


^Afterwards, l w^sphomng 
the lobWtora^^ 

Jerscy jf3; 

ropean Airways (om*J 

Walker) - when Towers ten^ 

factor came out to wish me a 
courteous farewell. 

As I made my way to the 

oround entrance, I heard my 
name called out and tunied 
back to see Lhe midu-milhoD- 
aire holding something up be- 
tween bis forefinger and 
thumb. “You don l want to 
leave this," be said. It was a JJp 
piece. 



Big-money incentive for winter wave-fest 



In the first of a weekly 
series from Hawaii, 
where the giant Pacific 
swells have been made 
even more explosive by 
El Nino, Andy Martin 
(above) eyes the $50,000 
prize-money for the 
person who rides this 
winter’s biggest wave 


Eyeing the Sft 6in tri-fin board 
1 carried over my shoulder, the 
baggage inspection woman at 
Honolulu airport said to me. 
"You here to shoot for the 
$50,000?" 

“It's as good as in my pock- 
et." 1 said, slipping back into the 
local Hawaiian dialect, an ex- 
aggerated variant of positive 
thinking. In fact, I had no idea 
what she was talking abouL But 
it didn't lake long to find out. 

An hour away at the oppo- 
site end of Oahu, the $50,000 
(£30.000) prize-money put up by 
K2 - a mainland sports acces- 
sories company - for whoever 
rides Lhe biggest wave had hit 
the North Shore with the force 
of a tsunami. It has become the 
hot topic all along the 12-mile 
strip of sand that, for a couple 
of months every year, becomes 
the most intense place on the 
planet, short of a war zone. 

The Hawaiian islands are es- 
sentially a bunch of volcanoes 
puking up out of the middle of 
the Pacific These are mostly ex- 
tinct, but the seas here remain 
eruptive. Hawaii hoovers up 
huge swells, driven by storms 
thousands of miles away to the 
north, which smash into the lava 
rock, trip up, slip over, and tran- 
scribe the mightiest liquid 
geometry in the world, waves 
the size and ferocity of di- 
nosaurs, that come here to die 
and don't mind taking a few hu- 
mans with them. 

Winter on the North Shore 
is always a wave-fest. But this 
year, with El Nitio adding its 
touch of hyperbole, the season 
is liable to see the swell of the 
century. In most places around 
the Pacific, people fear the im- 
pact of El Nino and see it in 
terms of nemesis and apoca- 



Wave slave: Leading surfer, Michael Ho, emerges from a wave during competition m Hawaii 


fypse. Not in the upside-down 
realm of the North Shore 
though, where extreme weath- 
er is embraced like a saviour. 

And this is one reason why 
K2 have launched their Biggest 
Wave initiative this year big 
suddenly got bigger. This is by 
no means the only big wave 
show in town. The Pipeline 
Masters, the climax of a year- 
long world -round professional 
circuit, is happening in De- 
cember. 

And we are now in the 
waiting period for the Quik- 
silver Eddie Aikau contest, 
which can only take place when 
the waves hit a 20ft minimum 
at Wiimea Bay. But there is no 
question that K2, with their 
man-against-oature rather than 
man -on-roan format, has stolen 
the limelight this year. 


“It’s open and it’s objective," 
said Milton Willis, who has 
thrown his name into the K2 
bat, and as one of the most ex- 
perienced big-wave men around 
- riding an 1 1ft 7in Willis Bros 
“Phazcr” rough ly the shape of 
a church spire - has to be reck- 
oned a major contender. “It’s a 
fantastic opportunity for all 
those people who haven't had 
a venue before - the unsung 
guys without rich sponsors." 

Whereas in other contests 
the field is selected according 
to criteria that always arouse dis- 
pute, in the K2 the players arc 
self-selecting: only the most se- 
rious big-wave hunters are go- 
ing to be in the running. The 
other object of surfers' wrath is 
the judge on the beach who 
watches the waves through 
binoculars and, whatever he 


decides, is invariably accused of 
bias. In the K2, the winner is de- 
cided on the strength of pho- 
tographs of the man on the 
wave. Hence there is another 
$5,000 in the pot for the man 
who takes the winning shot. 

And pictures never lie. Or do 
they? There is widespread anx- 
iety here about the scope for 
electronic enhancement There 
is a recently published book 
about Jaws (the now legendary 
big-wave spot on neighbouring 
Maui) In which - according to 
North Shore rumour - the 
surfer has been shrunk in order 
to amplify the apparent size of 
the wave itself. K2 have there- 
fore specified that there have to 
be witnesses too, as well as dates 
and times and places so as to 
check the wave off, with some 
measure of scientific credibili- 


ty. against the relevant weath- 
er chans. 

There remain, however, dis- 
senting voices. Gary Linden, 
president of the Association of 
Professional Surfers, describes 
K2 as "not an event at all. but 
a very shrewd publicity stunt". 
Ken Bradshaw, who has mus- 
cles the way a fish has scales, 
condemns the whole thing as 
“ludicrous and dangerous - 
it's going to pull in all the 
kooks who shouldn’t be out 
there." The lifeguards are wor- 
ried they’re going to be work- 
ing overtime ferrying in the 
corpses of kids hungry - too 
hungry - for their moment of 
glory. 

Michael Willis, the other 
half of the Willis Bros team, who 

plan on splitting the $50,000, 
dismisses that view. “It’s always 


the experts - the most experi- 
enced. the guys in peak condi- 
tion - who drown." 

It's true that coming back to 
the North Shore, even after a 
short time, is reminiscent of the 
relativistic spaceman paradox: 
a lot of the people you used to 
know are dead and gone. This 
year it was Ted Deerhurst, last 
year Todd Chesser and Donnie 
Sutherland, and the year before 
Mark Fbo - all of them elite big- 
wave riders, all of them ashes 
sprinkled on the breaks they 
loved and that finally killed 
them. 

In a reaffirmation of tradi- 
tional paddle-power, K2 pro- 
hibits the use of the tow-in 
technology which has recently 
opened up some of the more 
monumental offshore breaks. 
On the more permissive side. 


Photograph: John S 'lallahan 


K2 is not restricted to a par- 
ticular spot, but includes the 
whole of the northern Pacific 
in its ambit. This has thrown 
into sharp relief the struggle for 
pre-eminence between Hawaii 
and the West CoasL So far 
Mavericks, souLh of San Fran- 
cisco. is claiming the biggest 
waves - 20ft plus - and they 
have the pictures to prove it. 
The West Coast reckons to 
have had five 15-plus days to 
Hawaii's two. 

But this winters game - 
the quest for the biggest wave 
- has barely begun. And the 
Hawaiians don't appear too 
worried (they hardly ever do). 
There is always another mon- 
ster swell on the way. “Andy " 
said Michael Willis, “this win- 
ter you are definitely going to 
see God. Trust me." 


QIJOTES OF T H E WEEK. 


• it resembled two punch- 
drunk boxers trying to give it 
everything, despite having 
nothing left to give. Roger 
Uttiey, England rugby union 
manager, after the 26-26 draw 
against New Zealand 

• We are a long way from 
matching South Africa and 
New Zealand over a series. 
That was a one-off. Clive 
Woodward, England coach. 

• I was watching some rug- 
by for the first tima It made 
me think that tennis players 
are maybe a bunch of sissies 
Wed better beef things tip. 
John McEnroe. 

• it was like a throwback to 
the bad old days of the 70s. 
Someone even threw a ba- 
nana at me as l came out for 


the second half. Barry 
Hayles, Bristol Rovers’ black 
forward, on fans of Wisbech, 
his sidete FA Cup second- 
round opponents. 

• 1 think there is a feeling that 
ws just can't lose a gama Pe- 
ter Schmeichel, Manchester 
United goalkeeper, before 
midweek defeat to Juverrtus. 

• I will take this dub to the 
North Pole if it means sur- 
viving. Sam Hammam, own- 
er of Wimbledon, who are 
considering moving to Dubfin. 

• If your businesses were njn 
like this football dub, they 
would have gone bankrupt 
years ago. Norman Dainty, 
Everton shareholders' repre- 
sentative, to chairman Peter 
Johnson at the Everton AGM. 


• With all due respect, l think 
we can do a lot better when 
he is not around. John 
Dumin, of Portsmouth FG, on 
dub chairman Terry Enables. 

• She may be a Light Blue, 
but shell be a dark blue 
when shete finished. Cam- 
bridge rugby ton on the 
Varsity match streaker. 

• At present the process of 
owning horses at arty level is 
Eke driving on a flat tyre. All 
we ask for is the luxury of a 
slow puncture. Spokesman 
for Sheikh Mohammed, who 
is threatening to remove his 
horses from Britain. 

• IVnthe skinhead Don King 
Gary Mason, former British 
heavyweight bating champi- 
on turned promoter. 


ATHLETICS 


Absentees provide golden opportunity for Britons 


The Britons running in 
tomorrow’s European 
Cross-Country 
Championships in Lisbon 
may not think it is worth 
competing. Last year's 
team still have not 
received their medals. 
Simon Tum&uff reports. 


It was in Lisbon three years ago 
that Diane Modahl underwent 
the fateful test that led to her 
initial suspension and the cost- 
ly court case which ultimately 
contributed towards the finan- 
cial collapse of the British Ath- 


letic Federation. The positive 
sample of concern to British 
team officials on this occasion, 
however, is the one iulia Negura 
of Romania gave at last year's 
European cross-country event 
in Charleroi. 

Negura's disqualification af- 
ter winning the women’s race 
in Belgium led to Romania's ex- 
clusion from lhe team result 
and Britain's elevation from 
third to second place. The 
British team, however, are still 
waiting to receive their silver 
medals. 

“They didn’t even get the 
bronze medals in the first 
place," Dave Clarke, the Great 
Britain team manager, said. 


“It’s the first thing we want to 
son out. The girls earned those 
medals and they deserve io 
have them." 

The three British team coun- 
ters of 1 2 months ago - Hayley 
Haining, Andrea Whitcombe 
and Suzanne Rigg-are all ab- 
sentees this lime. So is Paula 
Radcliffe. Wiih the World 
Cross-Country Championship 
silver medallist contesting the 
Whikiki road mile in Honolulu 
today, Vikkt McPherson will 
lead the British challenge in the 
women’s race. 

The leading light of British 
men's cross-country will also be 
missing. Still recovering from his 
marathon debut in Chicago 


two months ago, Jon Brown has 
decided to concentrate on 
preparing for the County 
Durham international event on 
January 3 rather lhan defend his 
title in Lisbon. 

Injury has deprived the host 
nation of Paulo Guerra, the 
winner in 1994 and 1095 ^ 
runner-up (0 Brown last year, 
50 a first-time champion i$ 
guaranteed. 

The leading candidates 
include Martin Fiz, the 
Spaniard who has won both 
gold and silver World Cham- 
P“ n * h, P marathon medals, 

and MustaphaEssaid. lhe nat- 
uralized Frenchman who fin- 
ished third in Charleroi. 


SPORT ON 
THE INTERNET 

Getting 
roped in 
to rodeo 

Tomorrow sees the cul- 
mination of the 39th an- 
nual National Finals 
Rodeo in Las Vegas. 
The NFR features the 
top 15 competitors in 
each of professional 
rodeo’s seven events: 
saddle bronc riding, bull 
riding, bareback riding, 
calf roping, team roping, 
steer wrestling and bar- 
rel racing. 

The official site for 
the National Finals 
Rodeo has a special 
“greenhorn" section for 
those of us who under- 
stand little or nothing of 
the sport. Most of the 
events are fairly self-ev- 
ident, but steer wrestling 
and bared racing require 
a bit more explanation. 

The former requires 
two people, the hazer 
and the bufidogger. The 
hazer keeps the steer on 
course, the bulldoggcr 
wrestles the beast to the 
ground. It normally takes 
less than four seconds. 
Barrel racing is not rac- 
ing a gainst little fat peo- 
ple, but the only rodeo 
competition for cowgirls 
and entails racing round 
old oQ drums. 

As for bullriding - 
could you stay on a 
2,0001b bull for more 
than eight seconds with 
just a rope around its 
chest? The ate has all the 
results, still photos and 
videos, which gives you 
some idea of the bull- 
riding. Rodeo has a great 
many related sites and 
the best way to find these 
is Billy Joe Jim Bob's (I 
kid you not) Rodeo 
Links Page. 

This starts with their 
best-ever line from a 
rodeo movie: “It's rodeo 
time. I’ve got get It on 
down the road.” I’m 
sure it sounds much bet- 
ter as delivered by Steve 
McQueen in Junior Ben- 
ner. Here you get links 
to the Prescott Frontier 
Days Rodeo, the world’s 
oldest rodeo, and the 
Cowgirls site. 

Here you can get to 
see “some o' them dad- 
gum cowgirls”, including 
Roy Rogers’ other half 
(no, I don’t mean Trig- 
ger), Dale Evans. This 
can lead you to the offi- 
cial Rpy Rogers and Dale 
Evans website, which is in 
seasonal mode at the 
moment, but “requests 
for autographs not ac- 
cepted". It is surprising to 

find they are both still 
alive and celebrating 
their golden wedding an- 
niversary. 

- Edward Abteson 
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When fans have more 
bottle than the teams 


Cliff Brittle's campaign to turo 
wine back into water by reim- 
posing amateurism on nine- 
tenths of English rugby will no 
doubt find considerable support 
among the Varsity Match faitb- 
fuL Many of the 70,000 or so who 
. fiocked to Twickenham for Tbes- 
^ day's student showpiece spend 
r their working lives in the Gty 
handling money in vast quanti- 
ties, so the last thing they need 
is to see their annual winter 
booze-up disfigured by a dash for 
cash around the dreaming spires. 

If one time-honoured tradi- 
tion bit the Decembemud this 
week - the Rugby Football 
Union's insistence on neutral 
touch judges meant there was no 
room for last season’s captains . 
in their badged and blaze red fin- 
ery - many other Varsity shib- 
boleths appeared in the rudest 
of health. The car parks were 


smothered in smoked salmon 
and awash with half-decent 
claret, the enthusiasm in the 
stands was warm and infectious 
in a sozzled sort of way and the 
rugby Itself was fierce, frantic 
and flawed. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY DAVID 
ASHDOWN 


Some- of the, how shah we 
say, <fotonial r cnhtfogent did 
not play the old game hi quite 
the proper manner, Paul Sur- 
ridge and Andrew Craig, two 
outstanding Light Blues from 
All Black country, were clear- 
ly of the opinion that the tak- 


ing pan mattered rather less 
than the winning and there 
was even an ungenilemanly 
front-row bust-up between an 
American and a New Zealan- 
der in the dosing minutes. Bri- 
an CampsaU, the referee, was 
forced to take the combatants 
aside for a quiet lecture, no 
doubt along the lines of: “1 say 
you chaps, cut it out or else." 

It may be that the the Cam- 
bridge-supporting streaker who 
brought the second half to an 
amused standstill was making 
some sort of symbolic point 
about a grand occasion being 
stripped bare of its Jon^esmb- 
lished custom and practice. Or 
maybe she was fortified by the 
wine consumed before kick-off. 
Whatever, she deserved her 
standing ovation. Everyone gets 
an ovation in the Varsity Match. 

-Chris Hewett 








m 


a® 









<6^, 



\ 


j-; iiV--'- 



• * ' ’ 

3^*- 






* - # 


nen 




£■ 


*<: t 


r- 




■K 


f * t 



p£v, ' . f 

V' ... - ,<?►; '-A*- 1 


■m > fc-. ' ■* V ■ -j; 

V. 1 ! - 





U '5 



r ■Tr - _ 


; * 

. 4 



l i ■ * 









% . —•- 




<& 




A 


**&?*■' 


z;** 


*v-- .y*-.-:# 


H , ' ■ ^"^ iT^dany others by the 


indtoetidettfs sports phorogr-^. , ^ by te le- 

Robert Hallam - can be ordered y 

phq^jf Jin-293 2534 






•i?: 't • 











. fc: 


55- Q 


ial*‘ 




the independent 
Saturday 13 December 1^7 

■ 16 


16/SPORT 




Hibernating clubs 
given wake-up call by 
advance ticket sales 



Andy Long, the Bath hooker, is determined to press his claims for a recall to the 
England team when his side play Saracens tomorrow Photograph: Stefan Rousseau/PA 


Sarries forecast a Grau day 


The Allied Dunbar 
Premiership returns 
from suspended 
animation this afternoon 
to face an immediate 
health check. Can 
professional club rugby 
take advantage of the 
England Test team’s 
high-profile heroics and 
establish itself as a sound 
commercial proposition, 
or is the whole 
ambitious venture no 
more than a gargantuan 
slice of pie in the sky? 

Chris Hewett reports. 

Welcome 10 rugby's Christmas 
pantomime, which this year 
boasts an all-star cost including 
Cliff Brittle as a particularly re- 
actionary wicked witch. Fran 
Cotton and Bill Beaumont as 
two provinciaily minded ugly sis- 
ters and the entire rank and file 
of the Allied Dunhar Premier- 
ship as an Impoverished Cin- 
derella with ideas far above her 
station. According to Brittle's 
version of the scripL she will be 
the first Cinders in history to go 
from riches to rags. 

The first act was performed 
on Thursday, when the much- 
maligned chairman of the 
Rugby Football Union's man- 
agement board issued bis con- 
troversial blueprint for the 
future of the English game: a 
pronouncement that struck 
many dubs as a peculiar cross 
between a Papal Bull and an 
Alan Partridge diatribe. To- 
day's second act, in which Cin- 
ders finally gets to the ball 
after four interminable weeks 
spent locked in the broom cup- 
board. is deadly serious. Will 
dub rugby successfully ride the 
Hawaiian-sized wave generated 


Two of England's Five Nations’ 
Championship matches this 
season will be controlled by ref- 
erees from the southern hemi- 
sphere. 

The New Zealander. Colin 
Hawke, has been awarded the 
Twickenham match against 
Wiles on 21 February, while the 
Australian, Peter Marshall, 
takes charge when England en- 
tertain Ireland six weeks later. 

The England captain, 
Lawrence Dallaglio. has won 
the November Allied Dun- 
bar IRugby Worid player of the 
month award, days after being 
named as the Rugby Writers' 
Club personality of the year. 


by last weekend's wondrous 
England-New Zealand contest 
at Twickenham, or will it be a 
morale-sapping case of After 
the Lord Mayor's Show? 

If advance ticket sales for this 
afternoon’s London deity be- 
tween Harlequins and Wasps at 
The Stoop are a reliable guide, 
the clubs are back in business 
in a big way. “We’ve sold more 
than 5,000 seats and if the 
weather behaves itself, we'll be 
close to an 8,000 capacity 
crowd,” Donald Kerr, Quins' 
acting chief executive, said yes- 
terday. “I can’t remember a 
League or Premiership match 
that has generated such strong 
initial interest here. Before 
professionalism, we'd have been 
lucky to pull in 4.000 for a Wisps 
fixture and the upturn tells us 
that the potential audience for 
club rugby these days is high - 
higher, indeed, than some peo- 
ple sccra to think.” 

Only three months ago. the 
boot was very much on the oth- 
er foot. The Heineken Cup 
match between Quins and Bour- 
goin, the crack French side who 
won last season's European 
Conference competition, might 
just as well have been played on 
the moon for all the support it 
attracted. The hospitality suites 
were full and the press box 
packed, but the paying public de- 
rided that 13 September was 
hair-washing afternoon. All in 
alL it was a bad moment for rug- 
by's new-age financiers. 

Yet this weekend's Pre- 
miership programme promises 
to be the best-attended of the 
season, thanks in part to the dra- 
matic content of England's 
month-long tussle with the 
heavyweights of the southern 
hemisphere but also to a gen- 
uine hunger for top-level club 
action. Leicester will pull in 
10.000 plus for this afternoon's 
game with Sale, Newcastle ex- 


Crispin Cormack, 27, who 
helped Pontypridd to the Welsh 
National League title last season, 
has joined Cross Keys. The full- 
back. who toured Australia with 
Wiles in 1996. is the third play- 
er to join the club this week af- 
ter the arrival of the Newport 
centre Steve Reed and the Amer- 
ican prop Marcus Maggard. 

1998 FIVE NATIONS REFEREE AP- 
POINTMENTS: 7 Fobruory: Fmt v Eng- 
land (DBevan.Vtfel). Ireland v Scotland (A 
Watson. SAX 21 February: England v 
Wales (C Hawte, NZt Scotland v Ranee 
(PCrBrien. NZ) 7 Match: Wales » Scotland 
(J Dum6. Frj. France v Ireland (J Ftenwig 
Scot 21 March: Ireland v Wales (E Mom- 
son. Eng): 22 March: Scotland v England 
(C Thomas, Waft 4 Aprit England v Ireland 
(P Marshal Aus) S April: Wales v Ranee 

- Andrew Baldack 


pect a full house at Kingston 
Park for tomorrow’s meeting 
with Gloucester and Saracens 
predict an audience of around 
8,000 for the visit of Bath. 

During the recent exercise in 
mid-winter hibernation, the 
body charged with administer- 
ing the professional club game, 
the English Rugby Partnership, 
worked closely with Allied Dun- 
bar’s marketing and research 
wing in an effort to identify the 
potential audience for their 
combined product “The figures 
show that almost 50 per cent of 
males between 16 and 40 have 
an interest ia the top end of the 
game and wc see that as a 
highly encouraging statistic,” 
said Kerr, who chairs ERP. 

“The issue centres on the 
structured season. If we can cre- 
ate a fixture list under which the 
clubs have a meaningful home 
game once a fortnight, there is 
a chance of commercial viabili- 
ty. It is through regular exposure 
that people begin to identify 
-with their local club, which in turn 
translates into regular support 

“We’ve just had four weeks 
on the sidelines at Quins and 1 
can't say it hasn't been difficult 
We played one or two second- 
team games on the mornings of 
international matches and there 
was some interest, but we were 
effectively shut down for a 
month and it hurt us. People 
spend money at this time of 
year, but because we had little 
or no rugby to offer, no one was 
spending any of it here. Obvi- 
ously, we need to forge some 
sort of common agreement on 
international dates to enable 
clubs to keep operating.” 

Representatives of the Allied 
Dunbar dubs are pushing for a 
maxim um of two pre-Christmas 
England internationals from 
now on. although they would al- 
most certainly be prepared to 
settle for a compromise figure 
of three. What they require ur- 
gently is an end to disruptive 
one-off Tests like next week- 
end’s ItaJy-Ireland match, which 
will deprive Quins, for instance, 
of two senior front-row forwards 
for their trip to Leicester. 

Quite who Quins will field at 
the sharp end this afternoon was 
still under wraps yesterday, the 
only certainty was that there 
would be no room for Will 
Carling (remember him?). 
Wasps, however, were prepared 
to divulge their fine-up. Alex 
King has dedared himself fit for 
action after a 20-minute run-out 
with the second-string in mid- 
week, Laurence Scrasc replaces 
the injured Nick Greenstock in 
midfield and the flanker Jon 
Ions makes his Premiership 
debut on the open side. 


Saracens face a severe 
test of their Premiership 
credentials tomorrow 
when Bath visit Vicarage 
Road for the' most 
intriguing contest of the 
campaign so far. Chris 
Hewett relishes the 
prospect of a must-win 
game for both sides. 

Take one heavy-duty Argentin- 
ian prop making 3 lucrative de- 
but appearance on the Saracens 
gravy train, throw in a thor- 
oughly fed-up Bath hooker with 
a reputation to restore and you 
have the makings of a torrid af- 
ternoon shift at the coalface of 
Premiership rugby. Tomorrow's 
meeting between Saracens, un- 
beaten at the top of the table, 
and Bath, flirting dangerously 
with mid-table anonymity after 
two defeats in five outings, may 
well prove a little lacking in the 
Christmas cheer department 
Sarries consider Roberto 
Grau, the Puma who caused so 


much disruption in the England 
set-piece at Twickenham a \esir 
ago. in he the missing piece in 
a title-challenging jigsaw. The 
Londoners have been seeking 
a genuinely destructive scrum- 
mager for some lime: they 
thought they had it cracked 
when Tony Daly, the World 
Cup-winning WaJIahy from Syd- 
ney. pitched up in north Lon- 
don last season, but were sadly 
mistaken - Daly was past it long 
before he pulled on a Sanies 
shirt - and they then found 
themselves priced out of the 
running for Garry Pagel. the 
South African strongman. 

Everything comes to those 
who wait, however. Mark Evans, 
the club's director of rugby, be- 
lieves Grau to be the Real Mc- 
Coy and is even more impressed 
by the fact that his asking price 
was nowhere near that of Pagel. 
“We've never considered our- 
selves to be heavy scrummage rs 
but it will be very interesting to 
sec what we can do with Rober- 
to in there," he said. 

Grau will not be of much in- 
terest to the England hierarchy. 


of course, hut the national se- 
lectors will be fascinated by- 
Andy Long's reaction to the 
slings and arrows of outrageous 
fortune. Dropped by England 
after spending a dodgy half in 
reverse gear against Australia 
lad month, the rookie from the 
south coast slipped so quickly 
down the rankings that the only 
AH Blacks he came across w ere 
of the under-21 variety . 

Bath have not lost faith in 
him, though. He keeps Mark Re- 
gan, desperately unlucky not to 
regain his Test place against 
New Zealand, out of the side, 
saying: "1 want to go out and 
show Clive that I've got a firm 
case for playing international 
rugby again. 1 was deeply dis- 
appointed to have been given just 
40 minutes so this game could 
not have come at a better time.” 

Tun Rodber returns to lead 
Northampton at London Irish 
this afternoon while Duncan 
Bell, a former England under- 
18 prop, makes his Premiership 
debut for Sale at Leicester fol- 
lowing his £50,000 transfer from 
Ebbw Vale. 


Antipodean referees for England 


„m.TRBF An ROUND THE WORLDMgS 

Weather eyes open 
as we leave the 
bad ju-ju behind 


The third leg of the 
Whitbread Round the 
World Race, from 
Fremantle to Sydney, 
starts today. Merit 
Cup’s skipper needs to 
engineer a recovery 
after a disappointing 
second leg left his boat 
in fifth place overall, 
but he still has faith in 
his crew and his 
strategy. 

This has been a difficult 
stopover. Not because. we 
bad too much to da More be- 
cause we came through the 
last leg with very little dam- 


lot different from the previ- 
ous two. 

The options are fewer, me 
length is shorter, and once 
the theory is that the 
fleet wifi be more bunched. 
Sooner or later that prediction 

has to come true. So there will 

be plenty of pressure and ten- 
sion out there with the extra 
pressure on us being the need 
to bang in good result. In a way 
we are over the last one, but 
we won’t realty be over it un- 
til we are in Sydney with the 
target of a top three place 
achieved. 

Wfe are also aware that part 
of our hurt was based on old- 
fashioned feelings about the 
amount of time we were be- 
hind the winners. If we had 

been seventh by seven minutes 


a R e and we have had too ' instead of seven days we 
much time waiting impatiently would stiD have scored the 


to get underway again to 
erase the disappointment of 
being seventh on the last leg. 

Wien you have taken a 
knock-down the 
natural thing is to 
get up and start 
fighting again, But 
we have had to 
wait for two frus- 
trating weeks be- 
fore we can throw 
a punch again. A 
mandatory' eight 
count is bad 
enough. Fourteen 
days has been 
bloody awful. 

Navigator Mike 
Quilter and I have analysed 
the strategies for the next leg 
over and over again as the boys 
have made good the little 
damage we suffered on the 
way over from Cape Town. But 
it is this morning, as we leave 
Fremantle Sailing Club for the 
start fine, that we can square 
up again to the game. 

Twice before the Whit- 
bread run into Fremantle has 
been bad ju-ju and when I was 
here in 1986/7 with the New 
Zealand America's Cup team 
I was one of the tune-up 
crew. Fremantle is a great 
place and I can’t wait to be 
away from it. 

We have resisted the 
knee-jerk urge to make 
changes just because wc had 
one bad result. We have con- 
fidence in the boat, the sails, 
and the crew. So why change 
everything? .AH the crews 
have been concentrating on 
weather and the choice of 
sails for a leg which will be a 



GRANT 

DALTON 


same points and it is points 
that decide the overall winner 
of this WhitbreatWc4vo Race. 

There came a point when 
we were so far 
behind that the 
race for us was 
over for that leg, 
and we sailed 
very conserva- 
tively for the rest 
of the time. This 
time the condi- 
tions are likely to 
be such that 
those behind will 
always have the 
chance to catch 
up. and those 
ahead will have to concentrate 
like mad to protect their lead. 
The general expectation is for 
a nine, maybe eight-day leg. 
We’re taking enough food for 
10 and are geared up to scrap 
every inch of the way. 

One job I have not had to 
do is rebuild the crew in any 
way. They are far more relaxed 
than me and in Kevin Shoe- 
bridge 1 have a watch captain, 
boat-builder and saflmaker 
who would still be smiling and 
telling people to take things 
easy at the last trump. 

But we know we have a lot 
of people in Britain, Italy 
and New Zealand who are 
looking for a big result this 
time and. of course, nexL So 
this is when the structure of 
that team should be realty 
valuable. Not as a collection 
of rock star individuals, but as 
a group of guys who can play 
realty effectivety for each oth- 
er. And for their harassed 
skipper. 


HOCKEY 


No Luckes for East Grinstead 


WIN TER O LYMPICS 

Moon chosen 
to carry torch 

A British anti-landmine ac- 
tivist, two world-class runners 
and three Olympic Nordic 
combined champions will 
be the final torch runners at the 
opening of the Nagano 
Olympic Winter Games in Feb- 
ruary’. 

Mine activist Chris Moon 
and the Japanese women run- 
ners. Hiromi Suzuki and 
Masako Chiba, will be among 
the torch bearers. along with 
Takanori Kono, Masashi Abe 
and Reiichi Mikata - all gold- 
medal winners for Japan in the 
Olympic Nordic combined 
team event. Midori Ito. the 
former Olympic figure skating 
medalist, will light the cauldron. 

The inclusion of Lhc two 
long-distance runners will act 
as a “bridge between the 
Nagano Games and the Sydney 
summer Olympics. ” a spokes- 
man said. 

A former British Army of- 
ficer. Moon lost a leg and an 
arm while defusing landmines 
in Mozambique in 1995. He 
will join the opening ceremo- 
ny with the use of leg and hand 
prosthetics. 

After the Olympic flame is 
lit in Greece on 19 December, 
(he torch will travel through all 
of Japan's 47 prefectures from 
6 January to 7 February. About 
1.200 runners arc involved in 
the month-long nationwide 
torch relay. 

- Ted Heaney 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


TODAY 

Football 

3.0 unless stated 
Major footbaB fixtures: page 22 
GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 
Cheltenham v Marecambe 

Farw bo rough v Yeovil 

Gateshead v Stevenage 

Hereford v Hednestord 

Kettering v Welling 

Leek v Halifax. 


Northwtch v Southport... 

Rushden v Dover 

gh v Kidderm inste r. 

! v Tfettord — 


ton Utd: CongMon v Gretna; Oroytsden v 
Netherfleid: Faraley Cottle v Eastwood 
town; FExton v Lincoln Utd; Matlock v Great 
rtanvood. StockstxidQe v Hamwnts Town; 


FA GARLSBERG VASE Third round: 
Marfi*.e v Bexftngton Terriers: Stocklon v 
Bmcou^c Massey v West Auckland: ftxi- 
ton Vctorta v Kfcwgrove: Tow Law v Dun- 
stan Federation Brewery; BMngham Town 1 
v Friar Lane 06; Arnold v North Ferriby; 
CUheroe v Boston town; Oadby v Seaham 
Red Star Brigg v Hucknal; Denaby v 
Brstal. TbackEy v Stamford; Bkswicn v 
Spaicing; Braintree v Banstead; Heme! 
Hempstead v Taman; Lymvi g to n v Waod- 
bridge; Bodrrtn v Bowers; wlmbome v 
Tiverton (2 j 0); Basfidon v Heme Bay; 
Cowes Sports v Chard; PortMsven v Ar- 
te sey: Bridport v Potters Bar Town: Fote- 
swne Invfcta v Chipstead; Brook House v 
Htston: Feacahsven & Telscombe v Sud- 
bury Town; Aretey v Wrwham, SwtfeM v 
Ashtord IMkkhO: Th ate he m v Bugess 
FB: Great Vltaksrtag v WteaMstone: Brache 
Sparta v Ely; Cttcpentam v Tooting & 
Mteham: Cambertey v Suctxxy Wander- 
ers. 

RYMAN LEAGUE Premier DlvWan: Che- 
sham v Ktngatontan; Diiwfch v Baa- 
ingsttke: Ertfwd v HKHn; Gravesend v 
Bfehoph Stanford: Hendon v wattsi & Hor- 
sham, Haybridqs v Harrow Borough; Ox- 
ford City v Dagenham £ Redbridge; 
Purfleet v CarshaHon; St Athens v Brom- 
ley: Sutton Uto v Aytesbuy; 'feaefrn v Bore- 
ham Wood Fir*f Division: Abingdon 
Tbwn v Romford; Aldershot v Maidenhead; 
Barton Rovers v Wokingham; Biericay v 
Laatherhead: Bojpior Regis v Thame; 
Chertsey v Grays. Croydon v Wembley; 
Hampton v Wbrthtog; Leyton Pennant v 
Berkhamaed:UxbridigevStames:WhytB- 
feafe v Mcfesey. Second Dhrisbrc Edgwara 
v BracAml; Egham v Carney Edend; Hor- 
sham v Barfciig: Hungeriord v Windsor & 
Bm: MariowvWhertioe: Beraead v Bed- 
ford Town; Northwood v Metropolian Po- 
ke; TKxry v Chatfant St Peter. Third 
Division: Croydon Athlete: v Wingate & 
Findley: East Thwack v DotWng; Epsom 
£ Ewefl v Ware; Harlow v Clapton; 
Homchudi v Titag; Kingsbury v Rjrd Utd; 
Lewes v Hertford; Southal v Flackwel 
Heath. 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier DhtafaK Ac 
cmgtar Stanley v Altrincham; Aifreion v 
Cdwyn Bay. Barrow v Winsfcwt Btyth Spar- 
tans v Hyde: Boston Utd v Bantber Bridge: 
Chocley v Spawymoor; Emley v Martoe: 
Gainsborough Trinity v Bishop Auckland; 
Lancaster vLeioh FM; Radcfto Bcrough 
~ ■ ier v Ash- 


Whitoy v Worksop; Wttey Bay v Bradtad 
Park Avenue: Wforidngton v Wrtton Afeion. 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE Planter DhiWcn: 
Atherstone Utd v St Leonards Siamcroft: 
Bath Crty v Burton Aftjkxr Brom sg rove 
Rovers v Salstxry; Crawley v Merthyr Tyd- 
f* Dorchester Town v Cambridge City; For- 
est Green Rovers v Nuneaton Borough; 
Gresley Rovers v Ashford (Kent); Hastings 
v Ktegb Lynn; Rothwel v Halesowen town: 
Snttogboume v tomworth; Wbroester v 
Gtoucestec Midland Division: Bracktay v 
Stafford Rangers; Grantham v Corby; 
Hinckley Utd v Radng Club Warwick: fte- 
ston v Bedworth; Reddith v Bason; Shep- 
shed Dynamo v VS Rugby, SaBwi v 
Raunds; Stourbridge v Paget Rangers; Sut- 
ton Coldfield v Moor Green; Wisbech v Eve- 
sham Southern Division: Baldock v 
Tonbridge Angels; BasNey v Erith & 
Belvedere: Ckancestar v Cfndertard: Gave- 
don Town v Fsher Athletic; Dartford v We- 
ston-super-Mare; Havant v Trowbridge; 
Margate v Newport i Gwent); Newport 
(taW) v Witney Waterioov*) v Fleet 
WINSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Firat Di- 
vision: Chatham vWhitst&bte; Cray Wan- 
derers v Corinthian: CrocfcenhHI v 
RarTB^te: Blth towny Cantertiry: Swan- 
toy FUmessv Deaf: ThamasmeadvHyitre: 
Tunbridge Wfeta v Slade Oeen; VCD Ath- 
lete: v Lardswood 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
Fbrt Divisfom Arutdol v Me Oak; Chich- 
ester v RecH; Eastoawne town v 1 


Haflsham v Hassocks; Rngmer - 

ham: Sebey v Horsham YMOA; Whltehawk 
v PortfnfcJ; Wick v Safidaan 
UHLS PORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier Division: Bourne v 
Long Buckby Buckingham Town v St 
Neals: Oesborough v Patton; Eynesbvy 
v Cogenhoe: Kingston v Stewarts & 
Lloyds Carter, Northampton Spencer v Hd- 
beach; weargborough v Woottan: Taxiey 
v Mntees g a c hata na. 

SCREWHX DlRECr LEAGUE Prender Di- 
vision: Barnstaple v Bristol Manor Farm; 
Bideford v Bacxwt; Brisingto n v Man- 
gotsSefd; Smore v Odd Down: Ksyn- 
E*am v Tontogun: Mefcsham v Cake; 
PaUton Rovers v Westtxry. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier DMafon: Armthorpe WfeSara v 
Curzon Ashton; Matey v Habm; Ossett 
Afctan v Hatfield Mari; Pttering v Ecctesfafc 
Pontefract v Liver sedge: Sstoy v 
Gtesshou^iton, Sheffield v Ossett town. 
NOHTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Fir* 
Dhrieton: Atherton Coflterte? v Kofcur Old 
Boys; Darwen v Maine Road: Gtossop 
North End v Hasingden; Nantwtah v 
Ctadderton: Newcastetown v Atherton 
LA RmMtom v FtaEsenrUs: Satod Cty 
v Vauxhafi gm ; si Helens v Btekpcd 
Raws: WBTtogton v Present CaMea 
•IEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Avostruo- 
turas v BcocffflnhteST: BATSportsvAr- 
dpva; Bemertan Heath vCttUuA Bet 
Cowes VkavTotton; Eastleigh vRomsey: 
Wnhcnurch vr 


.JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier Dk 
vision: Clacton v Diss: Fakenham v Hal- 
stead: Gorieston v FeSxstcree; Harwich & 
Rarkeston v Buy town; N d w ma r to t v 
ton: Stawmorket v Soham; Tlptree v Low- 
estoft; warboys v Great Yarmouth. 
INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLI- 
ANCE: Boidmere St Mchaefe v Wednes- 
fiokl; Chaseiown v Oldbury; Halesowen 
Harriers v Kings Norton; Rushal Olympic 
v Barwel; Sandwe* Borough v Knypers- 
tey Victoria: Shrfnal v Perehcre; Stapenh# 
vPetsalVAs. StrattordvVtostMktandsPo- 
Ice; W Bonhn l v Bridgnorth 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE FhTrt Division: BVngham Syn- 
thorta v RTM Newcastle; Consett v Shldon: 
Crook v South Shields: Jairow v Easing 
ton; Morpeth v Murton; Penrith v Durham 
PRESS & JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: Brora Rangers v Keith; Ctech- 
nacudctei v Losaemouth; Cove Rangers v 
Wick Academy; Deveranvate v Hmtty; Fort 
WSam v Forre s Mech a nics; Naim Coun- 
ty v Rothes; Peterhead v Elgin. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Aberystwyth v 
Comer* Ctoey Nomads C230); Bangor City 
v Cwmbran (£q); Barry town v Welshpool 
(23Q: C aern a rfo n v EbbwV^te 12J30). Car- 
marthen v Rhyl (2X0; Cemaes Yriys Mon 
v inter CaWe-Tel Caitiff (£30): Conwy v 
Rrayadar (230): Ftnt v Caarews (2X*0); 
Porthmadog v Haverfordwest (2301: TNS 
Liansantffrald v Newtown QJJj. 
SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Premier Di- 
vision: Ards v Lirifeld; Ballymena v 
OftonvAa: Gtentoran v Catarane: Omagh 
vGtenavon; Portadcmnv Crusaders. First 
Division: Bangor v Dungannon Swifts: Car- 
rick Rangers v Lame; Lmavady v Dtatfery; 
Newry v Balydara 

HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRE- 
LAND Premier Division: Fm Harps v 
Shamrock Rovers (730): S»go Rovers v 
Kiranny (730). 

Rugby Union 

3.0 u nless sored 

TETLEY’S BITTER COUNTY CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP North and Midlands League 
One: Durham v Cumbria (2.151 (al Haiite- 
poolRowsy, Wanrickshre v Notts, Lines 
& Darby fat Rugby). League TVre Lan- 
cashire v LeicastBrtowe (S.'S) fat Preston 
Grasshopper^; North Mdands v Chechse 
1230} fat Worcester). League Three: 
Northumberland v East Mdands (2X3 ) (at 
AhiweW: Satordshre v torlahirp | ' 

Burton). South League One: 

Counties v Cornwell (a Cambridge Untv). 
League TWa: Hertfordshire v Gloucester 
shke (2X5) far Hertford). League Three: 
Bucking ha mshire v Hampshre (215) (at 
Ameronem&CftStemj; Siney v Kent (20) 
far Sutton & Epsom). League Four: Ox- 
fcrdahre v Mddtasax pxj) (arOtionfUm}. 
ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE: 
Bristol v Ri ch mond; Harlequins v Wasps: 
Leicasier V Sale (216); London lush v 
Northampton. Premiership Two: Coven- 
try vBlackhealh: WdevOrrel (215); Lon- 
don Scottish v Rotherham; Mosley v 
W atefieH: Waterloo v Bedford (2.15): Wart 
Harttepool v Exatsr. 


JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE ONE: Har- 
rogate v London Welsh (215), Liverpool St 
Helens v Leeds ( 220 ); Notfingham v Ross 
Jyn Park. Tiro North: Nuneaton v Stourbridge 
(230) TWo South: Cambertey v Tabard (2ft 
WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Di- 
vision (2-0): Canftt v Swansea 1230): 
EbtevtXae v Neath: Newport v Uarwffi. Pon- 
typridd v Bndgend First Division (2.0): 
Black-wood v Cross Keys: Durrvant v Aber- 
avon; Llandovery v Bonymaen; Newbndge 
v UWIC; Pontypod v Merthyr Rumney v 
CaetphAy; South Wales Poke v Massteg: 
Tree refry * AberMery 
SRU TENNENTS PREMIERSHIP First DL 
vision (2 JO): Etinbutfi Acads v Jed- Fores! ; 
Haenck v Brajrynxr, Mefrose v HeritfSFP; 
Wasonians v Cine; Wfesi erf Scotland v Str- 
ing County. Second Division (2X1): Oggar 
v Kelso; Dundee HSFP v Gala: Ktmamock 
v Peebles: Kirkcaldy vMusaeftxRgh. fteston 
Lodge v Glasgow Hawks Third Division 
(Uf; G len o de s v Stewarts MeMb FP: Gor- 
donons v Glasgow Southern; hfitoeadAkx- 
danhfl v Ayr Seflark v Aberdeen GSFP; 
Stewartry v Grangemouth. 

ALB LEAGUE Fvrat DMsfon (230): Bafiy 
menav Bteckrock Colege; Dotofin v'rtxna 
Munster Garryowen v CBd Belvedere: Ola 
Crescent v Constitution. Shannon v Gorv 
tart; St Mary's v Dungannon Second Divi- 
sion (230): Buccaneers v Sunday's Wei; 
Galwegians v Deny; Greysiones v tnstart- 
ans: Mcnkstmvn v wanderers; Old Wesley 
v Malone: Skemea v DLSP. 

CLUB MATCHES: Chettonham v Btfming- 
ham/SoBJUl, Hndriey v Market Boswortfi 
1230); Manchester v Brou^non Park (2S): 
MubupoAtan Pofice v Stroud; Plymouth v 
Otohampton (230); Henley v Stainas CXI). 

Hockey 

ESL SOUTH Prem ie r . Beckenham v Ar»- 
chonans; Bournemouth v Eastcote. City of 
Portsmouth v Puriey; Fareham v Gore 
Court; Rangartta v rtgh Wycombe; ftcfr 
montl v Heme B y, Trojans v Woking ; Tun- 

V wtluWSlflfi 


Wimbledon v 
3. Win ch eaervCHdWhrtglhBre. 
NORTH Rrst Dtvteton: Ben Rhyddng v 
Fonrtoy; Dutum Urw v Swelwel: Harromte 
V Tlmpefley, Nsston V Wigan; Norton v 
Sheffield Bankers; Southport v Chese. 
DT2 MDLAND Premier. BtosscrrAeto v Not- 
teigham; Bkwvrich v Harrpton-ln-ArOen; 
Cdreimv & North Warwick v N artha mp to n 
Saints; Edgbaaon v North Notts: North 
Stafford v Hartxne 

WOMBTS EAST Premier Bury St Ed- 
nn«l9 v Sevenoaka; Cambridge City » Ash- 
ford; Sf Afljang v Ipswich; W*vyn Garden 

Oty v Hartesion Magpies. 

WOMEN’S WEST Premier Cheltenham v 
Vsto: Easter v Bournemouth; Exmouth v Cal- 
woD; Leomnster v R«Sand. Taunton Vale v 
StAuEM 

Basketball 

BUDWEiSER LEAGUE: Derby Storm v Ex- 
toe London towem fOO: Newcastle Eagles 
v Peugaot Bums BlmMiam (BO); Thanes 
vwey Tigers v awfiieid Sheri«(8XJL 
UNI-BALL TROPHY: Converse Crystal 
Paiace y WMtid Ftoyato (131; ITT L&E Wbr- 
tftog Bears v Addas Graaw London Leop- 

artto (Eft 


Ice hockey 

SUPERLEAGUE: Basinratake Bison v Ayr 
Scottish Emtos (030): Bracknel Bees v 
Cardff Devfe (B0); Not tin g ha m Panthers v 
Manchester Storm (70). 

EXPRESS CUP: Sheffield Steel ere v New- 
castle Cobras (70) 

Other sports 

BOXING: Vacant World Boxing Organisa- 
tion mlddeweight dtampionship: R Rhodes 
(Sheffield) v O Grant (Can) (Hands Forge 
Leeure Centra. Sheffield). 

SWIMMING: ASA National Writer Cham- 
pionships (Hands Forge, Sheffield) 

TOMORROW 

Football 

□R MARTENS LEAGUE Southern Dhri- 
sion: Chelmstord v Mfeymoirih (L0). 

HA FtP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND 
Premier Division: Bohemians v Dundah 
C3-1S): Cork Oty v Drogheda (201: Univer- 
sity Cofcgo Dubin v Derry City (3tSl 

Rugby Union 

TETLEY’S BITTER COUNTY CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP South League Ttoo: Berkshire v 
Dorset 8 Wits (2301 (sr Abbeyi. League 
Four Somerset v Devon (230) (or SndD- 
mMi). 

ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE: 
Newcastle v Gloucester; Saracens v Bath. 
AIB LEAGUE First DMstoir Lansdowne 
v Terenure (230) 

Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Division: 
Bartord Tigers v todefington (2D); Cannock 
v Old Loughtoraans (230); CantErtxry v 
East Gmstead lift; Hounslow v Gridtord 
{2fl):Rsadhgv Dancasw (2D); Souttutea 
v Beesian pm Firm Division: Dretxmls 
v DxfoTO Unfv (120); Gtoucester Oty v Brom- 
tey (130): HampSeed & Westminster v 
Louahborougfi ShxJanfa (1Z30): Harieston 
v Bounvie Effl: Havam v Chekns- 
J (2ft; Lewaa v SheffieW (130); Otcud 
Hawks v ftooklands (2ft : Si Afaare v teca 

Cft; Stniporl v IncSan Gymkhana (tft; Sie- 
biton v hkiil (23ft: Vlfenington v Btueharts 
fi30) 

Basketball 

BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Peugeot 
Bvmingham v Derby Stem (63ft. 
WMAU-TOOPHYi Chester Jets v Reran 
Lmeestor (Mere (730); Sheffield Sharks v 
Eagles (6ft 

Ice hockey 

CaraH Dwfe v v sc* 

Bsh Eag tea (7ft: tee-wcastta Catrasv Mnrv 
tf wstor Storm (630). Sheffteid Sluters v 
Panthers (630) 

Other sports 

Cham- 

(wnahtos fftmda Forge, Sheffield) 


Cannock went into the mid- 
season break last Christmas 
with a four-point lead, yet 
failed to win the Premier title. 
As they currently lead the 
Premier table, four points 
ahead of East Grinstead, they 
will go into the break in the 
lead again this year, whatever 
the result of tomorrow's game 
against Old Loughtoaians. 

The Sussex side, who make 
the short trip io Canterbury, 
will be without their Olympic 
goalkeeper David Luckcs. 
who had a knee operation ear- 
lier this week. Luckcs. who was 
in brilliant form last weekend, 
will be replaced by James 
Wstwood, who could be in for 
a busy afternoon. 

Canterbury, currently in 
third place with Dave Hack- 
ett back in the centre of their 
midfield, have looked promis- 
ing recently, and with their 
England Under-21 strikers, 
David Mathews and Stuart 
Humphries, scoring regularly, 
they look strong champi- 
onship contenders. 


snooker 


Several key matches will be 
affected by the absence of 
England Under-I8 players, 
who have a training weekend. •, 
Relegation-haunted Beeston 
travel to Southgate forced to 
leave out Matt Taylor, Phillip 
Sully and Andrew West on 
schoolboy duties, but will be 
relieved that Paul Sheardown 
is fit after a leg injury. 

New recruits. South 
African James Edington and 
James Stacey from Harleston 
Magpies, are included in their 
squad. The holidaying John 
Shaw will be missing from the 
Southgate line-up. 

The absence of Greg Nicol 
and Gregg Clark - with the 
South African squad in Ar- 
gentina - from First Division 
leaders Surbiton, who enter- 
tain Hull, could give second- 
placed Havant the chance of 
leapfrogging them. 

Chris Wilson, the former 
Surbiton forward, makes his 
long-awaited debut for 
Chelmsford. 

- Bill CofvwU 


McKenzie issues writ 


Jim McKenzie, sacked last 
month as chief executive of the 
sport’s governing body, the 
World Professional Billiards 
and Snooker Association, has 
issued a writ against the or- 
ganisation for breach of con- 
tract. 

He has written to WPBSA 
members denying allegations 
reported lo have been made 
against him in a letter to the 


“I be 
promote 
and org; 
tremely 
snooker 

things ; 
prospeci 
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Four-legged 
greats and 
hunting the 
real McCoy 


You don't survive on The Sun 
for almost 30 years without 
being a eutc cookie, and 
the currant bun's racing corres- 
pondent, Claude Duval, re- 
mains one of the wiliest, 
and most feared, members of 
the press room. When Claude 
asks you to assess one of his 
books, your heels instinctive- 
ly go together and there is a 
natural tendency to elevate 
the tome to the top of any re- 
view. Which brings us to The 
Real McCoy (Hodder & 
Stoughton £16.99). 

The full title is the giveaway 
here as the sub-headline “My 
Life So Far" appears on the 
cover of the biography of 
(Oihampion jockey Tony Mc- 
’.Coy. The Irishman was only 22 
when he landed his Chel- 
tenham Festival big-race dou- 
ble earlier this year and there 
will surely be further chapters 
to come in his sporting life. 

McCoy's book (sorry, 
Claude's book) is interesting 
nevertheless as we see the 
backcloth that has produced 
the hungriest contemporary 
National Hunt jockey. Indeed, 
you seldom get to read much 
about A P McCoy's thoughts 
anywhere else, as he is con- 
tracted largely to The Sun and 
has other agents demanding 

money for his 

opinions. 

McCw’s 


• 'first-person 
text is punctu- 
ated by others 
who appear in 
his life-play. 

and there are 

also passages 

from the co-writer. Whether 
the latter are needed is de- 
batable. as. for those of us who 
have fallen into Claude's com- 
pany. there seems to be as 
much C Duval about some of 
the jockey's reminiscences as 
A P McCoy himself. 

Marcus Armyiagc. another 
of m\ colleagues, may 
also have had some input into 
Richard Dunwoody’s thoughts 
Tor Hands & Heels (Partridge 
Press Ol). These two denizens 
£ .of the weighing room have 
* ' collaborated in print before, 
but may never do so again. 

It appears Armyiagc is finding 
it increasingly difficult to 
persuade the taciturn Dun- 
woody to offer any coherent 
thoughts. 

This may. then, be their last 
venture, and an expensive one 
to follow at £2fi. It concerns the 
best horses Dunwoody has 
cumc across in his enduring 
and successful career, not only 
the ones he himself has part- 
nered exclusively, but also an- 
imals who achieved their 
greatest feats either before or 
p :fter he was allowed on their 
* .^-ucks. 

Perhaps the most interest- 
ing chapter is on the unfortu- 
nate Rushing Wild, whose 
pelvis fell apart us he was 
leading in the 1«3 Irish Na- 
tional. ‘I include him because, 
although his career was irugi- 
eallv short-lived, he was one of 


the greatest chasers I have ever 
ridden.” Dunwoody says. 

Yet another inhabitant of 
Britain's press room, Derek 
Thompson, has a go with Tom- 
mo's Year (Boxtree £14.99). 

I must admit I like Ibmmo 
because he sometimes lets 
me sit in his chair and refers 
to me either as big fella or 
matey because he hasn't got a 
blind clue who I am The great 
thing about the man is that all 
that Widow Twankey stuff he 
does on television is not put on. 
He is actually exactly like that 
in real life. 

Much as I adore Tommo it 
was an astonishing moment 
when 1 heard he was writing a 
book, rather like the time as a 
child when you see a circus ele- 
phant balancing on a beach 
ball for the first time. But 
he's done it all right and if you 
want to Gnd out who Tommo's 
mates are (Walter Swinbum, 
Frankie Dettori, Jack Charlton 
to name but a few), where he 
stays for the races and why 
Dubai is heaven on earth this 
book is a must. Ideal for chil- 
dren's stocking-fillers. 

To Win Jus Once (Headline 
£16.99) investigates life away 
from the cameras and bright 
lights as it details the life of a 
journeyman jumps jockey. Guy 

Lewis faces all 

the barriers of 
the weighing 
room prole- 
tariat; the 
long, fruitless 
journeys: lack 
of money and 
frustration. 

But no obsta- 
cle could be greater than the 
layout of bis own book. Clash- 
ing typefaces and formats, .a 
splashing of asterisks and oth- 
er digits make progress a strug- 
gle. This is a shame as we 
constantly need to be remind- 
ed that for every winner, there 
are the tiers and tears of the 
losers. 

Then there are two works 
on Irish themes. Danoli, the 
People’s Champion (Robson 
Books £16.93) details the life 
of, perhaps, the most charis- 
matic horse alive today. Fol- 
lowing serious injury the 
gelding may never return to the 
station he once occupied, but 
don't tell that to his trainer. 
Tom Foley. Any book con- 
taining the thoughts of this 
humble and helpful man must 
be worth a look. 

Champion Charlie (Main- 
stream Publishing £14.99) is 
not a rushed job following 
Suny Bay's victory in the Hcn- 
ncssy Gold Cup. rather 
Michael Gower's detailed ob- 
servation of the perennial 
jumps jockey champion of Ire- 
land. Charlie Swann is the 
Irish son ol an Englishman and 
Clowcr himself is a classic 
British gentleman turning 
green after 25 years over the 
Irish Sea. In layout and re- 
search this book is much rem- 
iniscent of Clower's earlier 
work on Michael Kinane. It's 
alsojuM as good. 


RACING 
BOOKS FOR 
CHRISTMAS 
BY RICHARD 
EDMONDSON 


Trevor Jones and George Sefwyn, two of Britain’s foremost racing photographers, have collaborated to produce The Spirit of Racing* (Kensington West Productions, £16.99), a 
delightful collection of photographs from the sport of longs. The book features pictures from all around the world and captures the great beauty of this most photogenic of sports. 
Photographs: Above: Town meets country and the coast at Mary Revetey's Saltbura gallops on England^ north-east coast. Below left: Remittance Man, one of the fastest chasers 
of recent years, with his travelling companion. Nobby the sheep. Below right: A foal at Dal ham Hall Stud Photographs: George Selwyn (above); Trevor Jones (below left and right) 


The legend of Sampras remains under construction 


One day, probably when he is 
retired, enjoying his millions and 
well past caring wbat people 
think, fond memories of Pete 
Sampras' superlative tennis 
may finally eclipse a somewhat 
negative response to much of his 
career. 

Jimmy Connors and John 
McEnroe achieved such an in- 
credible pitch of high perfor- 
mance with low behaviour that 
it was never going to be easy for 
the players who followed them, 
particularly Americans. Sam- 
pras has tended to suffer by 
comparison for being good 
without being bad. 

Herb Branham's unautho- 
rised biography, Sampras : A 
Legend in the Works, is a time- 
ly reminder why his fellow res- 
ident of Tampa. Florida, was 
recently voted by his peers as Ihe 
No 1 player in the 2? years since 
the inauguration of the Asso- 
ciation of Tennis Professionals, 
which became the ATP Tour. 

The book’s title is apt. The 


26-year-old Sampras’ legend 
remains under construction as 
he continues the quest for ho- 
nours, especially Grand Slam 
singles championships. Sam- 
pras has won 10, two fewer than 
the record held by Australia’s 
Roy Emerson. Sampras, more- 
over, has yet to win the French 
Open, the only one of the four 
classics played on red clay. 

Branham's research would 
hardly be complete without a 
word from Rod Laver, one of 
Sampras’ idols and the only man 
to accomplish the Grand Slam 
twice. According to the great 
Australian left-hander, Sam- 
pras' prospects of winning on 
the Paris clay might increase if 
he took a bit off his serve, went 
after his returns a liitie more 
and got to the net more than 
ever. Laver added that Sampras' 
occasional lapses had no place 
in the clay-court mentality and 
noLed an improved steadiness. 

Sampras' success has been 
accompanied by grief in recent 


years - the death of his coach, 
Tim Gullikson, from brain can- 
cer took an emotional toll on 
the Wimbledon champion. The 
author also touches on reports 
that Sampras suffers from a 
mild form of anaemia. 

The player's sister. Stella, 
who ooached the women’s ten- 
nis team at UCLA, “says that 


If the success of the Honda 
Challenge ATP Senior Tour 
event featuring Bjorn Boig and 
John McEnroe at the Royal Al- 
bert Hall represents the first rip- 
ples of a wave of nostalgia. A 
Handful of Summers will cer- 
tainly go with the flow. Gordon 
Forbes’ classic account of life on 
the tour before the advent of 


TENNIS BOOKS 
BY JOHN ROBERTS 


she also had the disease and 
stressed that it was no big deal 
and that it played no part in her 
brother's conditioning short- 
comings.” Sampras has publicly 
denied that be has the afflic- 
tion. 

“Sampras’ vanilla person- 
ality didn’t make for good 
copy,” Branham observes dur- 
ing one passage. The author 
docs his best to contradict the 
point. 


Open tennis is guaranteed to 
warm a winter’s night There is 
also Forbes’ sequel. Too Soon to 
Punic , for readers game enough 
to have their sides split twice. 

The trousers and skirts are 
longer still in Max Robertson's 
The Ballad of WorpleRoad, a his- 
tory in verse of the original All 
England Gub grounds (1877- 
1921). Robertson, the BBC's 
Voice of Wimbledon for more 
than 40 years, has also record- 


ed a reading on tape as a com- 
panion to the book. 

Medieval Europe and mod- 
em Grand Slams figure inA Lit- 
tle History of Tennis, by John 
Grace, the neatest way to put the 
sport in your pocket without be- 
coming an agent 

Wimbledon ’97, wet and 
wonderful, is captured in words 
and photographs in the official 
annual, text by John Parsons 
and photography by the Allsport 
team of Clive Brunskill. Gary 
M Prior and Stu Forster. The 
1997 Wimbledon Compendium , 
by Alan Little, is a must for 
those who like to dip into vir- 
tually every aspect concerning 
the world’s most prestigious 
tournament 

The US Open - Game, Set, 
Unmatched, is a handsome pic- 
torial history of the United 
States Championships with text 
by Roger M Williams. Not seen 
in this country yet, it is published 
by Tune Life Books and might 
be available through Sports 


Pages (0171 240 9604 or 0161 
8328530). 

ITF World of Tennis, edited 
by John Barrett remains (he 
most comprehensive annual 
covering the international 
scene. Those who teach the 
game, or wish to learn to play, 
or are keen to improve their 
technique and enjoyment of 
the sport are recommended 
The Way to Play, by Leif 
Dabigren. development ad- 
ministrator for the Interna- 
tional Tennis Federation and 
the former director of education 
for the Swedish Tennis Associ- 
ation. 

Sampras - A Legend at the Worts by 
H A Branham [BweOoc Boots. 0459): A 
Handful at Summers by Gordon Forbes 
(Harper Coins. EBBS); Too Soon ro Panic 
by Gordon Forbes [Harper Coffins, £599): 
The BaSad ol WLvpfe Road by Mar Robert- 
son (LemardrOueen Arne Press. C999):A 
LUo History ol Tannta by John Grace (Ap- 
phtree Press. Dt99): me Official Wantte- 
donArwMjal 199/ by John Parsons (Hazleton 
Pubfcfrng, £20). 199.’ Wimbledon Com- 
penSum by Atari UWe (The Al England Lawn 
"feme Ciub. £730); The US Open. Gam. Set. 
Unmatched by Roger M VWtarro (The Life 
Books. SZ9S5 n> Sports, Pages, 0171 240 
9004), 17F World at tent* s edited by John 
Barrett (Colne Wfiow. £999): The Way to 
Play by Lert DaWgren (liner va Press. £t299) 


Every question was a springboard for some bizarre autobiographical ramble 



CHRIS 

MAUME 


SPORT 
ON TV 


Lester PiggpU refused repeat- 
edly io have anything to do with 
Secret Lhv * (C4). a documentary 
devoted lu digging up nD the din 
on him that was fit to transmit. 
Finally he agreed -as long as he 
was paid what (he programme 
called "a small fortune." 

This was the film's pay-off. 
the intended twist in the tale, 
the final, telling example of a 
sporting hero's venality. Except 
that to my mind it seemed a 
reasonable request - you trash 
me. you pay me. 

Sportsmen hardly need to 
have perfect private lives to win 
the hearts of nations (sports- 
women prohabh Jo, but that's 
another story), sn it's not at all 
paradoxical that Piggott should 
still merit the epithet “much- 
loved”. despite his spell in 
chnkcy and being stripped of 
die Queen’s baubles. 

Secrvt Lives called him 
•Britain's greatest sportsman" 
which Ls slightly debatable. But 
they had 10 put him on his high 


horse in order to knock him off 
- which they did with a re- 
morselessness that, if the pro- 
gramme was anything to go by, 
was wort by of the Long Fellow 
himself. 

The picture was of a com- 
pulsive skinflint, womaniser, lig- 
gcr supreme and all-purpose 
sponger. Worse, a mistrcater of 
horses, and a ruthless jockey, 
on the track and away from iL 
And even worse than that. 

His former chauffeur, 
Michael Hinchdiffe. told a sto- 
re from 1976 when the driver of 
another car took exception to 
something Hinchdiffe did and 
began to berate Piggott, who or- 
dered Hinchdiffe to drive off 
at speed. Unfortunately, (he 
man's arm was caught in the car 
window, and he was dragged 
alunu then thrown clear. 

"1 think he’s dead,” Hinch- 
diffe said. “Serves him right," 
Piggott replied. 

There was a heady scent oF 
scores being settled. “He K sick 



with money and general mean- 
ness.” said “The Scout" - Ross 
Benson, formerly of Lhe Daily 
Express. “He can't help himself. 
It's compulsive, like a child or 
an animal" 

Benson, owner Robert 
Sangster, Lloyd’s syndicate 
partner Ian Posgalc. erstwhile 
rival Willie Carson, trainer 
Luca Cumani, they all queued 
up to have a go, and few of 
them were able to pass up the 
opportunity of imitating his 
nasal, hard-of-hearing diction. 

Which was what my 
favourite anecdote centred on. 
During the Cumani letter af- 
fair. his friend. Charles St 
George, and "The Scout” went 
round Fleet Street, trying to im- 
pose their own D-noticc. Priv- 
ilege gathered its skins around 
it as the race-loving newspaper 
magnates scaled their lips - 
apart from People owner 
Robert Maxwell, who, accord- 
ing to Brian Radford, the jour- 
nalist covering the case, was 


bouncing up and down in bis 
leather chair in glee. 

Piggott rang Radford, pre- 
tending lobe a Customs and Er- 
ase officer, to find out bew much 
be had to fear. Unsurprisingly, 
Radford wasn’t fooled, and 
played him along, saying, “Wfe've 

got enough on this fellow to put 
him away for 20 years.” Final- 
ly. be could stifle the giggles no 
longer and said, “Lester, what 
are you playing at?” 

“How did you know it was 
me?" Piggott asked- 

Sometimes it was hard not to 
laugh, for all his small-minded- 
ness. 1 liked the story of how he 
pinched another jockey's whip, 
mid-race at Deauville, and 
another tale iL was hard not to 
relish was how he was nabbed 
by the Inland Revenue. 

Having come to a hard- 
fought agreement to disclose 
everything and stump up a 
huge wedge, he wrote out a 
cheque. Except that he was 
drawing on an account he 


hadn't declared. Do not pass 
go. Do not collect £200. 

One fact Secret Lhes missed 
out on was the feet that Piggott 
had his prison sentence length- 
ened by a week for smuggling 
in phonecards. This emerged in 
They Think It's All Over 

(BBC1). which was otherwise 
devoted to one man. The pro- 
gramme's purpose, it became 
clear from the first question, 
was to allow Chris Eubank to 
make a complete dickhead of 
himself. 

In the past, when Brighton's 
soi-disant Beau Bromine! (crazy 
cane, crazy guy) has appeared 
on programmes for a which a 
sense of humour is recom- 
mended, he has been found 
wanting, completely unable, for 
example, to see the joke about 
Mrs Merton - that the joke's on 
turn. But he has done so many 
of them now, he's finally realised 
that, similar to the apparently 
contractual tantrums required 
of John McEnroe in seniors' 



tennis, Eubank is on to come 
over as an egotistical wally and 
give his fellow participants, and 
the audience, a good laugh at 
his expense. Much like his box- 
ing career, really. 

With that Mike Leigh-stylc 
absence of self-consciousness, 
he takes himself risibty seri- 
ously, and every question was 
a springboard for some bizarre 
autobiographical ramble - 
“Have I been sacked and no- 
body’s told me?" said Nick 
Hancock during one excursion 
through Eubank’s past life. 

“Do you need a visa to en- 
ter your world?" Hancock said 
atone point. And Lee Hirst was 
not one to let a spot of piss-tak- 
inggo by without joining in. Eu- 
bank said, apropos of nothing 
remotely relevant, “I raced rats 
as a child - [derisive audience 
laughter} -this is educational - 
rats can only live 15 years -** 

“So you can never shag 'em 
then, can you?” interjected 
Hirst. 


I have been critical in the 
past about They Think It's All 
Over’s easy recourse to scatol- 
ogy, but there was a lovely mo- 
ment as Randy the horse, one 
of the mystery guests in the 
touchy-feely round, was led 
off stage by its showjumping 
rider, Michael Whitaker. Rory 
McGrath referred to the hard- 
lo-miss equine penis, and Han- 
cock leapt in. quick as a 
weH-scripicd flash, “that makes 
two massive pricks on the show 
this week,” 

You can easily imagine Eu- 
bank becoming, in lime, one 
of that band of fondly 
regarded (by some, anyway) 
Slightly Irritating Great British 
Eccentrics, such as Jimmy 
Savik, Russell Grant and. un- 
til recently, Gary Glitter. Un- 
like Lester Piggott. whose 
strangeness, compounded by 
what Willie Carson called his 
“ring of sicel”. will always 
keep him apart from his 
fellow men. 



mmm 
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CHELTENHAM 


12.45 Arctic Kinsman 
1*20 Mighty Moss 
1.55 Escartefigue 


HYPERION 

Z30 SIMPLY DASHING (nap) 
3.05 Collier Bay 
3^0 Promalee (nb) 


GOING: Good 

• Left-hand, galoping course with stiff fences. Uphl run-in of 240yd. 

• Course a tn north of town off M35. Bus ftk from Chettanham sum (served by 
Bristol, Birmingham and London, Ffeddngtori) 2m. ADMISSION: Oub £20; Taltersats 
Garage Endosure £71 CAR PARK: Frea 

• LEADING TRAINERS: II Pipe 35-238 (MB*). D Mchotaon 31-T71 081%). N 'Mston- 
Oavfee 33-206 1C Batay K-83 fl£U#l O Shsnmod U-S7 (3*6%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: R Owwoody 32- < B5 (TT3%t. A P McCoy SB-TS (285*4 M A Rbger- 
aW K-T2S (03%). G Brwftay 12-96 (122%). C Lteweifyn H-T14 (96%). C FS*an7-8S (KJSVJ. 

• FAVOURITES: 185-503 (38S%1 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

119 ak ‘GALWAY FESTIVAL’ HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
I 1 ^•^ 3 I £10,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty value £6,801 

1 U2FB-2 ARCTIC KINSMAN (2Q (CD] (Mrs R E Hamtiro) N IM&n-Dariea B II X)_ C UaweBfn 

2 fl-TO INDIAN JOCKEY ^(R(BF)(SU«Mltan»1MFtoe3n 3 A PKcCOy 

3 2MM MBREET (<B) (CD) (Mrs JEney) Photo BOS RDutHOOdy 

4 SOB SEEK THE RUTH (USA) pi4)(CD) (RHFMstihBHjM Sheppard BO 0-fl Jotnaon 

-« doctored- 

r &rnng n weight lOst True hanOcap vetgtt Seek The Faith Sst fife 

BETTING: 11-8 Andie Homan, 6-4 huSan Jockey; 11-3 Kitirest, 7 Seek The Faitt 

S96 Daneng Paddy 8 n O A Dabbki fed (K CurmgtarvSiomi) 3 ran 

|1 on I LONESOME GLORY HURDLE FOR THE SPORT OF 
KINGS CHALLENGE (CLASS B) £15,000 added 2m At 
Penalty Value £ 10,260 

t 321 -tl QARAYDAN (31) (C) (D) [D A Jdnacn) M Pipe 5 1) 4 A P McCoy 

2 mi 4 JUYU5H(USA)p4)(WE8tuQJ0ld&1t4 MAFBzmrekl 

3 50-22 RED RAJA P2) (J R Ai) P Mfchd4 n 1 ROutMOOdy 

4 12222- MIGHTY M05S (Z7B) (D) (S' htifiby) D NctaOon 6X1X2 llrFHutaby 

5 2 m2- RED BLAZER (240) (D) (BF) (Mss H Kn^X) Mss H Krtght 6 X1 12 .DouHM 

*•5 dodtersd— 

BETTING: IMUgttty Moss, 15-8 0arayitan.9-4 Juyusfa, 14 Red Refa 
S96 Karsh 6 *) 12 J Ostiome 11-8 few (Mss HKrighl) 4r*l 

1 1 ee l DOUBLEPRINT NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B) r TvTl 
l - oa l £1 0.000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £6,808 ^ 

1 4-101 EDGaaoOH PRINCE fl) (D) (Bff) (Tha Raong Hre^ P tttte 6 11X1 OoutiBul 

VMM: Mamon epajec. sniped staves 

2 -21JE NORTHBJN STARLIGHT (31) (D) (BF) (Artfax Sajcfi) U Ppe 6 n C A P McCoy 

Red, Wta spats, stares and spots on op 

2 6P3/04 CL£VBtRBIAflK(l8)(Un43nSntfi1 J0U811 6 JHAR&gerMd 

Mite Stic* spas, Bts* stares: too spaa 

4 3512-1 ESCARTEFIGUE (FR) (12) (P)(0&toiC Memri DNChctson 3 HO. RJohraon 

Bts*. me hoops. BtocisleeKS. me spaa 
-4 doctored - 

BETTING: 8-11 Escartefigue, 11-6 Northern StiutgM, 12 Cfenr Remark 
B96. tnpertol Vintage 6 n d N IMamson B-fl lav (MeaVVMtana) Sign 
FORM GUIDE 

Northern Starflght has been a revelation since being brought out of a sefcrg hurtfle two 
seasons ago His only defeat r seven outfags last term was when fetog in from at the 
final flight ol Haydock*s Swinton HwtJte and he Is on the way to equaling that record aver 
fen ces. N ot indudkig he two attempts as a youngster nwr the Franch-gtyte fences. ES- 
CARTHGUE Is way behind m ter ms oi experience and has had Just the arte run aver 
fences n a four- runner race at Worcester. He had Stile to beat, but that fed at least show 
he could k*np fluently and the smart staying hurdler has el the credentials t o mate a 
rap-dass chaser. Clever Remark wi be the whipper-in. Selection: ESCAHTRGUE 


HAYDOCK 


12.40 French Holty 
1.15 Bamageera Boy 
1.45 Sesame Seed 


HYPERION 

2.15 The Grey Monk 
2.50 Splendid Thyne 
3.25 Alka International 


GOING: Soft. 

• Left-hand course with vnposlng drop fences and run-in of two furlongs. 

• Course s near junction of A560 and MB Newten statian 2m. ADMISSION: County 
Stand £17; TmereaBs £2% Newton stand £5 lOAPs half-price in Tattareals and Newton 
Stand) CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Q RlchanfS 23-33 (24.7%). N Twtston-Davtes «-65 (277%). Mrs 
M Revetey 13-62 {21%) D Nicholson 12-51 (235%) J Ftefierekf KMi (244%. 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: L Wyer B-55 (W5%) P Nh-en &*4 (t2S%) W Mareton 839 (154%) 
R Ga nitty 5-35 IU3%) R Supple 4- 18 (2 22%) J A McCarthy 3-8 (375%) 

• FAVOURITES: 133-318 (418%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 

l -fo ' ^nl OLD HALL COUNTRY CLUB NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3,700 added 2m Penalty Value £3,102 

1 1 FOUNDRY LANE (38) (CD) (A ftairali] tts M Revetey 6 11 6 PMven 

2 263-1 FRENCH HOLLY (USA) (21) (D) iK Rood) F Mwpfty G 6 8 AThcntol 

3 5D- A DAY ON THE DUB (257) (Thatvy SynfcjEJ TTifc 4 11 0 KJotanson 

« AC&WWADOA GOLD (The by Syndcate) T fare 5 Tl D JCsfla*tan 

5 V.20- BALLAOIIMSTHH. (276) (0) IG E Stater) J FitzGerald 5 110 FLeahyP) 

6 2 BEND WAVY (21) (A J Iftflondd] T Cakfrwl 5 11 0 _.BSto*y 

7 4 COMPASS POfNTBT (9) (R Castave) J Eietece 4 11 0 — SMcNeB 

8 33- fTWEVBTNOBlE pig (UraftrenceCR^M Hammond 4 no .AGurrUty 

9 040- KWGHTS CREST (364) fG H43by) R Dld*i 7 n 0 JCAkpuni (5) 

0 4 LORD HASTE (USA) (FI61) (Mn iiy Bendal) N Trte 9 11 0 _.OPMf» 

v 22 LORD RICHFIELD (NZ)(1G) (Hans Assoo*sl S Btx*sha» 8110 TEtoy 

12 50 SEVEN MILE GALE (25) W *wig|on) G RBwds 5 ij 0 _. R Bums (7) 

B 0-5 TAJAR (USA) (IB) (The Iteg Chd F^rtnershp) T Keddy 5 n 0 J Gohlstain (7) 

It 0? CAROL AGAIN (21) (JGUnsden) NByadt5 D9-— B(Mtei(5) 

15 0 RiNKY (38) (KIM) FJtxdan4 S3 Rftennt 

tt OF LUCYS FS) SUPPER (fl (PJ Jones) P JaissS B9 G Upton 

-IBdsctemd- 

BETTWG: 74 French Holy, 84 Foundry Lana. 7-1 Forever Nobta. 6-1 Baflad Minstrel, 9-1 Lord 
Richfield. 14-1 Bend wavy. 16-1 Campese Pointer; 20-1 others 
1996 meeting abandoned 

II lei PETROS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) | pp/^i | 
£10,000 added 2m Penalty value £6,788 l pp ^ 1 

1 323-31 NATIVE MISSION (14) (CD) (G E StoJa) J FJzCaaH t) 11 h. RGantty 

Royal Stra, HNteQiss of tanane: Hhrecap 

2 301-3 FUANG INSTRUCTOR (29) (CD) (Lady4eRPRUkbber 7110 A Thornton 

Dart Owi ujtt Green cross Oe*n hooped co> 

3 41343- WS RIVER (252) (D) (Sevi Grfean) G M Moore 8 n 4 JCefieghtei 

aaot Watt hoops. Stad staewa, fcdsrmletsendcBp 

4 F631-2 POLITICAL TOWER (27) (D) (BF) (G R S Neon; H Nbon Bfl* B Storey 

L&tBlua. fisd cross beta. Btedi and fed /looped sieeve*. Rad cap 

5 33353 BARNAGEBUBOY(22] (D) (MsCSMson) WJerfis8tt3 -TJenks 

□ark Gsea tetov spoe. Hribw sterner Dart Green ^»b, fefcw C4> 

-5 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 Hying Instructor, 64 Native Mteskm. 11-Z Wee Rtven 6-1 PoUfcsl fewer, 6-1 Bar- 
nageere Boy 


9 qnl TRIPLEPRINT GOLD CUP HANDICAP CHASE| nA \ 
(CLASS A) £60.000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value ! ^ I 
£37,574 

1 ira-n SUPUDA9WG (21) (D) {Steve Hammcncf) T Eaasrtjy 6 ti C LWyer 

/teiUTM&s^&neratf Gratafeaei Khte jmteC. EmaraU ftearr cap 

2 154-22 CHALLSiGSi DU UiC (ffi) (IB) (CO) (BF) (D Jrtraon) M Ape 7 n 9 . A P McCoy B 

flbjei Bub. EmM Goan staeves, MMe c*j, DrereW Gsai spate 

3 «F» SBKmaBETmfTT1^(C^(GoHdNock)MsSNod>atl3...- .OSrsdtey 

ftfpfe EmaakfQeen Ooss of Lonane. Bread Green c%> 

4 1/C-fl TRYMG AGAffi (14) (CO) (WHDore) DGtrtctioSTl 0 RDiflMnody 

LgttBkm. Dart Bte sash, taped stews quartered cap 

5 3001- BSXS LIFE (2S4) (□) (R Gbbs) P Koto 8 Q Tl GUmey 

EmoraU Own. Pirple cross bets. Pindeap 

6 2332-0 MAJOR BSi. (14) (D) (A C Whfars) A Vildans 9 D B — .CFSaen 

floya'fibetfvfHhcedfejmft. Ropl Ota slave*. Nftesaan; quatmdeap 

7 5D3-P0 KADI (GBT) (24) (CO) (J E B>w>r) D Nchotstn 8 0 6 RJofeson 

W tewtfltoagBtoandfedtwrnoc u a ifrt ia HB LflKfcrt) 

6 21- I4F DBTHD^5TRUVAL{28)(D) (Darren CMwoEhD NcticteonS 04 . .RThonSonP) 

Back. RMS taops, Back awes. Wife spots 

9 VF-12 FBETHYW (21) (D) (Peter iYugand)»As A Pared BD1 . . MARtzgeretd 

fWi QarftBbefoaps 
-Idedbrad- 

BEmMG: 84 Sksply OaaNng, ♦ Dytng Again, M CtaOengw Du Luc, 13J Hne Thyna. Senor B 
BehutU, 7 Maior Befl, 16 BeMi Ufa, 20 Dertin (TEatnivaL 23 Kad 
■898: Artongton Boy 8 fl 10 A Dobbh 74 tav (G ftchards) O ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Tumaig for home in the Hamessy Grid Cop a tonrecpTi ago nothing was gang better 
than Tryfcig Again. Ha dckit get home but put up a most encouraging performance on 
his first outing since ruining aiwequant Scottish National winner Belmont King (rec XI b) 
to fust over a length at Chepstow almost a year earfler. The best may not yet time been 
seen of Ttying Again and he has been a tearing fen cy tor the al week, but unfortunate- 
ly lor NmSlMPtY DASHING has adeatepped Haycock's Tommy Whrttte Chase m favour 
ot trie even more valuable proa. For such a young horse Smpty Dasfwig has already 
achieved a great deal over buttes as wei as fences. The Sx-yearoid came back after 
eight months off to amtdate Senor O Botruttf ffto better it) at IVeffterby and totowvxf 
up by beating Fine Thyne (S b prd) at Ascot The Wettwrtiy run was paid the ivghest 
comphnent when Senor E) Betrutd went an to beat Challenger Du Luc by three lengths 
h the Mjrphyb Gold Cup here three weeks ago. and Smply Dashngb Ascot wn was ht- 
de short of rreraculoua attar a bad matafre at haltway Knocked hsn right back. Chalwiger 
Du Lucb has a 31b puS an Murphyls nnrang In theory that leaves nothing in it butthe 
Pipe horse Isn't easy to win with and there nsght be better value to be had with Major 
BeB. Unbeaten in tore attempts in 'B95-9& Msyor Bel has yet to be ivplaced over fences 
and his second to Sparky Oayfe in the Cathcart at the Festival here waa a good effort 

Selection. SMH.Y DASHING 

Q n£1 BONUSPRINT BULA HURDLE (Grade 2) (CLASS I 
° ,U3 I A) £35,000 added 2m If Penalty Value £21 .770 1 **** 


1 30I-F4 BW5EY (22) (0) (Mrs JRyarlC Mamma G Bradtey 

Btx*. Ye/amchamro. feAwsbeves. Sfec* armfae, qrw)eraJ cap 

2 tl/IP- COLUBi BAY (F2SS) (CO) (W E S&rt) J CU 7 h 8- - -M A Rtzgcratd 

Da* Bkte out mie check. Dark Blue sfeeres. Wfete cap Oat* fitea oar 

3 fllFP- LARGE ACTION (283} (CD) (BTStrearFaiMri)0 Starwood 9 if 8.. -4 A McCarthy 

ffgytmn ptokapadOL. p ink op 

4 2T-m fYSDWai (22) fCO) kJfcnss, aersttx* wiJ fiter FPrtwshpJ fcf Pipe ’ fl 6 A P McCoy 

TfeSow; Back nwradstengte. Bteek shams. Ligrt Bk» ttonan*. BbcA cap 

5 12&2 SHOOTING LIGHT (35) (CO) (JMGoMi)PUPrplTy 411 4 ROunwoody 

Red. Pupla stomas. Red amiss. Back op teflowilar 

6 AH40- MOOnSH (277) (□) (ArVan RtzpatrUi) N Tviiscn-OarBs 7 11 Q CUawaftyn 

Rad and Gq'tfefnlbi fted stew* Grey aretes, fiad cap 

7 ms- RBJtS. (309) (CD) (Trustees d Isis &ig C B Kavey) DNdictsonB fl 0 .RJohnson 

wm. Bomi stenes andesp 

B 1TJF52 JUST LITTLE (28) (£0) (Seams OTferd) A P Often (M) 5XM3 CFSwan 

Ugtt Green, Back epateto. Grew c&. BtxA star 
-Bdacbred- 

BETTlNa 64 PridwNl 4 Collar Bay; M Urge Action, 7 Rsftsef, 15-2 Stwotfng Ugta, 10 Bfansay, 
20 JuM Lite, SO Moorish 

896: Lerge Action 8 II 8 J Osborne 54 ter (0 Sherwood) 7 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

WEE RIVER, gsne and genutee and a sound jumper, won first time out two seasons 
ago and could be tha ar ua rei to ttte knotty heracap. Wee Aver never threatened the 
principals when thfed to Down The Fel h the Red Rum Handicap Chase (2m) at Amtree 
in AprX and seemed to find the silsnded 19 furlongs too tar at Doncaster the lime be- 
fore. But he prwiousJy ran a goad second (of fore) to Certainly Strong al Sandown tol- 
lowng a decisive win from Regal Romper and Lord Dorset at Ketso Nattva Mission has 
looked sweet as a nut n two starts this year and hs Newbury defeat at Mster Oddy and 
CsrtasXy Strong gives him a yore chanca On the other hand, ha does not always find 
as mxh as seems toaly and the Newbury win was res fesl tor three years. Flying hi- 
sbuctor ran a cracking race in the Artde Chase at Cheitentwni last March, firirivig just 
aver sight lengths behind Or Royal in feulh. and was also taking every chanca when 
falteg three cut befvnd MuHgan at Atotiea He mi^a just have needed the rrei when thed 
to Cat Equmame r a ChafterX ia m hentfeap a month ago and looks belter than Ptofltf- 
cal Tower and Ba m ageera Bay. Sal action: we RIVER 

TOTE PLACEPOT HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASSr55pTl 
B) £10,000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £6,691 IP PV ^ 1 1 

1 XOT5 IBSTTNGlKn (14) (Q (Jdn Dug^n) N ImstovOaiteB 5 tl 8 J Goldstein (7) 

Aojef Bkm. donga hoop. Omge deem, RoyW Bbe mlm. qwmed cap 

2 20005 MASTS) KVHS3 (14) (Ms E J Wiamsl P Evara 7 8 G PMnn 

Oak Blue; ft* rat Dak flUe dbew * Pink tias, Hnfc can Dark She ter 

3 150-11 SBAIIE SEED (7) (D) (Raymond feoti) N hendarson 9 8 9 A Thornton 

Gis FWk epsMa. quatmd cap 

4 101-2 MGH.8 LAD (7) (D) ^i C Dirrmotoni P haabin S 8 4. JM Foster 

□ttfitoanfMowdfemoncb. Wtowsteeres 

5 U2XXV T0PCSS(F9Q(BF) (ChartonBbodstockUQMsJ Fansdan7 80 8 Storey 

flbrtaid /7u )iteaa n i t. Wire ti b reia . fled amtep 

6 3TE55- IQNQ PW (239) (D) (J R Vtocrtfte) P Bea/ncrt SCO B Gotten (5) 

Ugtt Blue ml feftav (tenmk Mbwabem. Oak 8k*seam&t#> She cap. ttitovdamond 

7 2ft43 DEYMIAH fT7) (D) (T J WWteyl D Gandoto S 8 0 RFarrartB 

N*y Bke. Scoter afeeies. u^fered cap Wseocssbote 

8 /too THROWERtW) (CO) (BF) (Mat Owen) S&ock*w6 MO XAfapmip) 

Royal Blue and fiimtf Qaan dbbofci, MredJteMS grertood cap 
-8 declared - 

MMrunwwgfiC fast TtuetmtoapwalgNxJap Gees 8te i3fe«riBftn9tf J2to.De*rrverW lib 
TTvamrOri fOt 

BETTING: M Sosane Seed. lOMOTapCem. 4-1 NigefsLjcl,«-l IfisfingusO. Wng Pin. 12-1 Hes- 
ter Beveled, Deyada^ Thrower 

FORM GUIDE 

NIGEL'S LAD ran wel over two mies - a trfe that!9 a bit sharp for him - when second 
to Dr Ban«3 M Wtetheiby last Saturday Patrick Hastams yard has not been in the best 
o< farm, but that run should have set 141 Mgefc Lad a treat far today. This keen-gong 
front-runner won three from five last season m wel as fWshlrg a lair fifth to Mdnif?it 
Legend in the Seagram Top Novices' Hwde re Amtree. where he mode most untl out- 
paced from the second last He carries 10a 4«j compared » the hst 7to re wrenerby 
and he fended three wins on the Flat the year - tookng good when afiowed to domi- 
nate. Sesame Seed has won two from two this season and qulckaned nicely dear of 
Hoidimclose at Chepstow last Satreday He loves salt pound. Top Ceos was a ten-length 
winner of the Oiester Cup and foretd only Tumpote too good in the Cesarewlich when 
concetfing ifito He looks wel hancfcapped over hudles on that sort of tarm and woJd 
have to be feared if there la a market move. King Pin promised nxch last season and 
hte defere of Paperisfeg at Ayr n January shows that he «s capable ot snarl tarm m soft 
ground. He wi go on m make a chaser. Thrower may haw had enou^i for the Him be- 
ing and MfslJnguett wi need to be on top of her game to concede the weight «pe- 
cfefiy as she fe usually best torefag the pace She s back to a more suitable trip after 
looking a norwfayer in a Grade Two Ihree-mie hurtte won by Go-Informal at Newtary 
two weeks ego SetecMoo: MGELS LAO 


FORM GUIDE 

The ralijm of Large Action, winner ol tins race in 1594 and 1996. and the S96 champi- 
on hunter Confer Bay. add? preej wereat ttau^i neither may be forward enouffita 
cope with the reformed PR1DWELL Only seventh n ths year s Champion Hreue 
Large Action and Coher Bay were pufied up, and probably better rwer further. Pnowel 
cou« not be r better farm at preseni and has enjoyed NmseH tha e»son with three 

wita wrttaui conwg u« the bit in his presenr frame of mnd he can mate »» nwfert 

ha superior fitness Bensey was beaten pcwfiless behnd Pndweti re Ascot on ho fra 
oulrg from to present yard He can do a lot better than tha - he was beawt pi* half 
a fenoth by Large Action r the race last year and baal Pndwe* at Antree - Ihouj i un- 
W he does no is best watched. Traamg probteme have prevented ReUteNreaffHlQ™ 
top and fes only run m (he best part of three years was when beaten reareriy by Lofc flf 
Bay (same terms) n a tactical three- horse race re fawcesrer n February. Thre mgm be 
askng a bit nvxti ol rem. but you couldn't nie out Imprwng youngaer Shocking Ligm. 
lakmg a step up r grade or the Insh mare Just LHtle^OT hef 

|o a (\\ BRISTOL NOVICE HURDLE (Grade 2) (CLASS I £4 I 
J, ^ u l A) £15,000 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value Lz_LJ 
£9,555 

1 iMIB PROMALEE (13) (Seams OFfrrH) A POBerfi 117 CFSusn 

LtyxQeen. Mi fettfee. Green cap S&disar 

2 -Rltfl TTOLFORCECmfCJflteSSwraiPHcUaeii 7 . . RfXareoody 

Dark l»ja and SmeaK Green flJBAwJi. DM Bbeafenos. hoopetlcap 

3 53-021 JET BOYS (1^ |D) (The Jrt Stamey Conpeny) Ms J RiiTBn 7 11 4 . ...APMeCuy 

Goktabdihcop. taped cap 

4 l LORD JM (7) (Mr? S Y Thomas) J OW 5 h « - . .MAFttz^rakt 

Rxpfe. fetow demons on skews, quartered cap 

5 RW-n EASY ^HJN (12) |M P Butes 5tfi Famiy Settienwro D Nmobcn 5 n 0 ..RJchnson 

EuwaU Gwn and Wh* damonds. c/wnmns aufsews 

6 PF-F22 MACMORRIS (USA) (22) (Raymond faahl D fWrtscn 4 nO — R Thornton 

&SV iznrterXGfip 

7 2 OLD ROUVEL (USA) (19) (Ms R D Coweffl D Mray Smth end- - --GBreifley 

Do* BkA And and Oart, Bkn takedawres. AM cao 

8 62542 STORMY SES90N pS) (CtaSIOpher Ha)C0Ck| N T«ekr>-Dwws 7 n 0 — C Lfeweflyn 

fetek Dark Ota tfec febrteire Daric Blue suae, fled cap 

9 252361 THIRTY BBJ3W (43) (D) fG8 Racng) M Chapman fl no WWonrtngtno 

Ked. Lxfn Btue chevrar atd cap 

-fidodawd- 

BETTING* 74 PmnalM, 3 Easy Fesfin ji^ TkU Force. 7 Laid Jbn 8 Jre Boys, 10 Maauoirfe, 
14 Old RouveL 20 Dtonsy Session, 33 Thirty Below 
B96. Tors Bnflge 5 n 4 J Magea XM (CMam|9ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Atdar CBnan and Chanre Swan are the Ppo and McCoy ol Iretand and they look to have 
a wmer here wrth PROMALEE on res frta attempt over three mdes ft was no real sur- 
prise when Promalee was beaten by Feathered Leader in a grade one hurcfie aver two 
mies at Faryhouse 13 days ago because he needs re feast two and a half nries to be 
seen <n fw best He a been an easy twiner of the two-and-e-hafi-mte Manksfteld hUrtfle 
on heavy ytxnd at Navan the time before res petkgree a^gaste three irtles is well wtth- 
«i ha scope. Easy Feeifn has a eared a very favourable *mpress*on in he two runs sinco 
coning from Ireland and e ready far the step up m grade and distance We haven't seen 
the bea often yet and he should be a very tag danger Also steppng up in tap is Tidal 
Force, who has put Ihe antes ot he opering run ol me season femty behind rem with 
tour straight wets, the latest here from subsequent scorer Song Of The Sword over only 
three and a half firtongs less Whie he shoJd slay, he may feck the class of Promotes 
under hs penalty Jet Boys has no ttemre worries and made al to beat OM RouveL 
who was held up some way off the pace, over trts trip re Newbury He tackles stronger 
company today. Macmorris is getting closer as he gams si experience and goes up in 
trp, but a better prospect s Lord Jim, a Flat stayer who made a winring start over hre- 
dfes in a two-mtor re Chepstow last Sarreday and Beefy « be bettor sued by this frfe 
Stormy Session represents a stable that has a good recoro here n the past but has not 
yet roaly got amongst the winners tNs season. 

Selection: PROMALEE 


Tel TOMMY WHITTLE CHASE (CLASS B) £40,000 iDDf'-i 

■ lo l added 3m Penalty Value £26,710 r uvl l 

f fli.34. COUUEKiAL ARTST (406) (D) (LA Msgvrf DstCm rt n 2. . . „„ TJtnfca 
Rotof Blue. W*fc rash and amfaB. gw»8d cap 

2 1/&3 COULTDN(21)(MGSlOisitcni09w»X30clXll12 _.RGamBy 

fMataiWDwdBRinfe.MlMrrienetnfcq) 

3 0XV3- MORCaj (392)(C) iMrej MCortWt) J Howard Jofreoi gn 2. Doubtful 

fty* Sue. Sttuer aped steams Bbe end Red timped cap 

4 VFB THE GREY MONK (257) (C) (D) (BF) lAfetre Dutf) G Rcnards 9 It 2 PMven 

Macdu 8 h ran. Wfwsskem Redcap 

5 21/12 ROUGH QUEST (3S) (D)|AT A VifeesjT Casey H X)C„ AThorKon 

Navy blue, preen sash, c&tse cap 
-Sdedresd- 

BETT1N& Ml TTie Grey Monk. S4 Rough Ouest, 100-30 Cntitoa 90-t Commerefal Artist 
FORM GUIDE 

The reappearance of THE GREY MONK and Rough Quest has been aagerty swatted. 
The Grey Monk, ptnged do lor the Gold Cup. needs some cut n me ground and Gor- 
don Retards says he wri bypass The Festival if the gong s not sutabfe. The brf&ant 
jrenper ceriamly has a classy look and a thfrd best n the Gold Cup market betaid Do- 
rans Pnde and Surry Bay - two more mudtariis. He goes wel when fresh (bear Joaami 
a Ayr first tme up last season) and bea Terao over two mies and a half here n Febru- 
ary Perhaps he beet effort mbs fes final one when trerd id MUcfehsn in the fash Grand 
National re Fasyhouse when csnyng XJst There must be ptenty in left si the tank giv- 
en the way he he has been campaigned saice swttcfwig lo fences and he was still bomb- 
ng along when a T2ttvfence feSer In a Grade One chase won by Danot at Leopard sown 
last February Rough Ouest to reported In good farm and ha has apparently done a fair 
bit ol work, but he is bound to come on for tres first race since second to One Man on 
ground loo fast In the King George on Bning Day. He w3 be 12 next birthday but has 
not tad ttat much rrexig and the 1996 Ftaoig Post Hsndcap and Grand Nfelonal wiv. 
ner ran a fne race fa between when second to Imperial Cal fa the Gold Q41 Coufton 
mssed the second half of test season (tog fajury) and had also had a setback (missing 
three weeks work) betore fss third to Cod Dewn re Ascotthree weeks ago He ran a good 
race but the tip s probably a bit farther than deal Selection: TVE GREY MONK 

lo ch I ST- HELENS COLLEGE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5,000 added 2m 7f 110yds Penalty Value £3,534 

1 SFM BETTER TRES AHEAD {1 6) (CD) (E ftggaj G FWsms 11 It D RBums(71 

2 30-61 SR3UD THYIE (14) (John Grtuanoi) T (fesey 5 11 8 WMarston 

3 MD-1 CAMPAIGN (24) (CD) (Spactruh) M Hanvrml 8 11 4 -RGamtty 

4 tCM 5 WT THE CANVAS (USA) (24) (Jerany Mtcfiet) M3 M Revetey 6QC PNIwn 

5 TOP-14 HOODMWBTp4)(q(PAftjnel|WAr*sSt>9 . .TJente 

6 T1B22 FIVE FLAGS (30) (D) (BF) (Kerb kteteton] Ui S Smfi 9 1) B RWWnson(S) 

7 0PQ35 U9fDEEAWLLE(43) (MraMane to|4or) JJQien7 D7- _ ... , ECriteghan 

8 5020 MR CHRISTIE p06)(D)(B)|Dmd Mann Parfaershn Mss LSfadal 5 XISAThonton 

9 4F653 PRUSSIA (18) (The Prussa PartneraMp) W (fey fl DO — RFanW 

-Sdedarad- 

fUMrun aerghc Ubt Tiua tontfeap n H gfC Pnasb 8a fOB. 

BETTING; 114 SpfenArniyno, 7-2 Campaign, 4-1 BetferTimeaAbBed, 11-2 FtoaFtogs, 7-1 Hood- 
■Wcet. 8-1 HX The Carwes. 10-1 Mr CMrtto. 1M Pruasto, 14-1 Uen De Farafee 

0 or STANLEY RACING CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS' HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3400 added 2m Penalty Value E2£22 

1 05-32D QUANGO (14) (BF) 0- )*gai) J FtaGerfeJ 5 It X) — F Leahy 

2 4353-1 RTfBBANKBOSE(15)(TheHgrMeymwilfasl)WaayflX)Tl GuyLewta 

3 QfSI- TANSEEO (379) (D) (Mss N Cfeyla] M Mee(her6 XI X) _ECa«agh»n 

4 02236 SKRAM (10) (BF) (W P Etore) R Dtim 4 X) 8 MKelgNey(5) 

5 42P-32 ALKA BfTBFWATIONAL (24) (TtaU feensiey) Ms P 1ia«isl0)r5 X) 1 XAbpuru 

-5 declared - 

BETTING; 154 Rfvsrtank Rose, 54 Quango. 4-1 Thmeeq, 9-2 Sfaam. 7-1 Ada International 


DONCASTER 


HYPERION 

12.05 Sounds Like Fun 1JL35 Veridlan 1.10 Cra>- 
don Boulevard 1.40 Jultara 2.10 Star Rage 2.45 
Classy Lad 3.20 Queensway 

GOING: Good 

• Left-hand, pnar-shapad coursa 

• Course is east of town off the A63B (MX) jctB 3 & 4). Bus Me 
from Doncaster Central station ADMISSION: Club CM; Tatteraals 
£8; Siver Rng C3. CAR PARK: Frea 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Mra M Ravwfay M-66 (21.2%). J 
FitzGerald 7-50 fw%). T Easlerby 6-T8 (33J%). G Rtoherde 
6-30 120*0 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: W Mareton 4-21 (19%). J R Ka- 
ran# 3-19 (15SM E Callaghan 3-21 (14.3%). M Brennan 
3-25 (12%) 

• FAVOURITES: 00-211 1379%) 

BUNKBTEO FIRST TIME: Nona 

(19 ncl BURROUGH HILL LAD NOVICE CHASE 
M (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 21-2C DAK11E IMP (22) (D) A Card! 9 11 G BPOweB 

2 34331 NASHVILLE STAR (0) R Mathew Q n 7 WMaiStonV 

3 225X FRYUP SATBJJTE pi) (D) Us J Sown 6H2f Crifaghan 

4 333-56 OURKRISpO) MSaTCnby5n 2 RStgrpta 

5 4PT1-2 SOUDS LIKE FUN DG) Mss H Kr#X 6 11 2 JFTtitay 

6 50PQ/F STAWtCH FRIEfffl f14) M Tcrtotre 0 11 £ D Gebgher 

-fidadared- 

BETTIHG: 1M Bcuxfe Like Ftxu 741 Sfaom* ftfrnd. 4 Naafrvfife SIk 
11-2 Fiyup SefeKa. 7 Damflc Imp, 12 Our Kria 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

12^0 Harbet House 1^0 Sophie May 1.30 Bud- 
dy Marvel 2.00 Fiddling The Facts 2.35 Miss 
DiSkln 3.10 Dutch Dyane 3.40 Ivory Coaster 

GOING: Hrettes - Soft (Good to Soft in places. Heavy fa bek 
straight}; Chases - Soft (Good to Soft n places). 

• Left-hand, shrep undulatfag couse. RunJn of 200yda 

• CoirsedSE of town on B202B.U>gfiek1 station (served by Lon- 
don, Victoria i adjoirs course. ADMISSION: Members £13, Fam- 
ry Enclosure CAR PARK: CkJj E3: remafader free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore MS (2&1%), J Gifford 940 
(225%l M Pipe £47 (191%). J OM 7-23 004%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYSlD Bridgwater 11-43 (251ft), N WfNtemaon 
840 (20%L P Hide 6-23 (261%). C UeweUyn 4-34 (i&7%) 

• FAVOURITES: 147-325 (452%). 

BUNKERED HRSTTWE None 


ronl TANDRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
■■ ou l HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £4^0 
added 2m 110yds 

■T1P5P DAIeGOlD (7)(D) U Charon S 11 XL D Byrne 

3W-2 HlflARRJS(U5A)(15) (D) PRYKabbrefiH 9 — PCartwiy 
1F6-F3 HAR8ET HOUSE (2S) (CO) BOSteai 4 11 4 D Bridgwater 

31PG6 TUSGANYMGHWAY(1B)MsJ(%nan8112 DLaady 

4HD-1 COOL GUTCtSI (23) (D) J Krig 7 n 0 JfWBamm 


119 oei DONCASTER RACECOURSE SPON- 
1 4»vu[ SORSH1P CLUB NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 25-133 DOUBLE STAR (16) JL Harris 6 X}£ JSuppto 

2 FU7B£NTWO<F52)tesVWad4X>e LCureratng(9 

3 OP GENSWL HAVEN (21) M Sowenby 4 X) 12 ECMtoghan 

4 34/3 GOM=FORABURTON(14)Plfekr7X)E R Quest 

5 2021 HAZATOA GUESS (niO)B RDlfrwti 7 X)12 ASSmtt 

6 OP-04 JOLLY HEART (14) 0 Bronren 7tJB JIBrannan 

7 0433-2 MOON DEVIL (32) M Carrpoi 7 I) 12 BPowel 

8 NEWBRIDGE BOY (F3O)MMaff0 4 X)C H Bellamy 

9 DP NOTHNG TO TT p7) CfitatxA 6 B C_„llrC Bcmarp^ 

X) 0PADUE(F3B)W Storey St) 12 U Moloney 

H 2532 FKTOVL SCDilTAH (1*) M txnptos 5 X112 DGrib^rw 

12 00 SAGEBRUSH ROLLB1 (IQ J J 07M 9 X) 12 Mnetaads 

13 20-344 SOCtETY MAGIC (USA) (42) C Mam 4 t) o — J Magee P) 

« 4 TROJAN RISK (25) (BF) Mra MRewley 40 12. _G Lee (3) 

« HERMAN (F49) NHanderaon 4 X)£ JRKewsgh 

* 30 WHATARISS(14 lfesHKrt^S4 X)B JFTBey 

17 ALFA'S HONOR (FR) (F419) IfksLfeytors X)7...RSup(te 

« 600-4 WHAT THE DEVIL (188) JSmi*4«7 OBuntMm^) 

-ISdectered- 

BETTING: 3 VwfcfarL, 7-4 Moon Dwfl, 5 lto|an nek, 7 Opwpe. Royal Sctin- 
ts, 6 Gone For A Burton, 10 Society Magic. 12 Double S lac 14 Hazard 
A Guere, Rorenffcw, 20 other* 

|1 ini RACING CHANNEL HANDICAP HURDLE 
I l,lu l (CLASS C) £5,000 added 2m 4f 

1 31-1 PS 0BALL0WSD(Z7) (CO) DMcheBon4H C_Mr 0 UeRat (7) 

2 02340 ROYAL MOUNTBROWNE (7) (D) Mss M RonSand 9 11 6 

PKMBtoYCT 

3 22344 DANAP0(NT{7) MrsSftzlh5i1 4 RGuett 

4 44644 CRANDON BOULEVARD (1^ Ms JRimai 4 11 0-G Hogan (3Q 

5 XE2U6 TEEJ«nr ATTCH (34) JGdde510« S1frytor(5) 

8 221-03 RUay SHARP (43) J M«** 4 t) Tl DJHcBrit 

7 -6-454 JACKSON PARK (X) (Q T Eastatiy 4 t) 9 ECaJtefltwn 


-Sdedsnd- 

Bt-IIMG: 54 RIparin, 15-6 Cool Gunoec 6 DenegoM, Hafeet House, 
10 feacany ffigbway 

r-f nnl PEAK handicap chase (class cj 

1 1 ,UV l £6^00 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 nm- CAHBOO GOLD (216) (D) KBateySTT n_N WTSasno B 

2 OFIJ-Z T®taN(FR)(15)(D){B^TFcrasr6nB SWym 

3 P-2236 M0f«SS0HAMp1)(D)GHU3Bad 9 wa .PCartwiy 

4 4IFP-1 SOFHE NAY (18) (CD) H Cwtis 6 X)0 D Morris B 

-ddadared- 

Mimun aeigtc 10a. Hue handcap wegfc Sopfae May 59 13b. 
BETTING: 15-8 Certooc Gold, 54 Trinefet, 3 Sophie May) 4 Ueeks So- 
hsm 


|1 oral TJH GROUP SUMMIT JUNIOR HURDLE 
‘ . I (Grade 2) (CLASS A) £14^00 added 3YO 
2 m 110yds 

1 R BUDDY MARVEL (28) (D)09Bwod 11 2 PCsriwy 

2 041 KJNGSOOWNTRIX(IO) H Sntffi D C — . JIW9laHBon 

3 222312 PRAIRIE MINSTREL (USA) (24) (D) HDz*fa X) OSWyira 

4 40 ZAFARELU (5G) J Jenkn$ X> 8 PHBe 

5 m2 AIBIGE (RT) (<2) (D) (BF) U Ppa X)7 C Maude 

-5 declared - 

BETTWG: *4 Buddy Marvei. 74 Aniftgc, 12 Prairie WratreL « K«S9- 
do*nlta.33ZafenB 


B ZB-G BEACON FUGHT (34) (BF) BDsHasneDS — -BPowefl 

9 3023-0 TAKE COVER (28) M 'tanpMra 6 X) 0 . - DGafiagher 

-9dedared- 

tEnenun nelgft: TOst flue fwxfcap weight tote Oovor 9a J2to 
BETTING' 3 KsMtowed, 4 fairly Step, 5 Dana Pokd, 6 Beacon FBghi 
7 Ctaxfon BoulevanL 8 Jackson fferk, feejayhMcfi 12 Thfce Covet 20 
Royal Mountbrowne 

1 4 Jtn \ NEVILLE CRUMP MEMORIAL H'CAP 
L'* w l CHASE (CLASS B) £ 10,000 added 3m 2f 

f I2AF4 GREY SMOKE pqifesHKnipl 7 T X) JFTBey 

2 5- IRC FATHBI SKY (2B) (CD) 0 ftenraod 6 II 9 -M Rkharfs B 

3 531-43 BAYARD DIEU (64) N Gasetoe 9 11 1 JRKavnagh 

4 2H-HJ JUUARA (21) I WWans 8 X) t3 B Ptjwcfl 

5 2 F- 1 C LOHDOFTHE WEST 03 (BFJJJ ONeiB X)C-.R Guest 

6 123-IP DGMAME DE PRON (35) lA^L feytor 6 6 5 ._RBeO*my 

7 -RF12 SYMJOL OF SUCCESS (7) (BF) D WBams 6 OO 

Ur S Duraek (5) V 

-7 deebred- 

Afraru nwatFClOa True hanOcap weight: Syntoof 0» Success 9st a& 
BETTING; 54 Jukwa, 7-2 Lord Or the Were, 4 Symtiof 0( Success, 11-2 
Grey Smoke, 7 FWher Sky. 8 Durerim De Pron, B Baveid Dtou 

fo-jnl SEA PIGEON HANDICAP HURDLE 
1 u 1 (CLASS B) £7,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 72131- KARSH (275) (D) lisa HKr*gW7ttQ — JFUBey 

2 03-SI STARRAG£(14)(D)MJotastcn7lOI) DGate^er 

3 24-225 tCWM!(7)(CD)SGoinp6X>0 Jlr S Duraek (5) 

4 -2X26 RANanXB(NZ)(iqmCMani6«0 JKagMP) 

-Adedreed- 

«nn*Bni*etjftf row. IfaefrancScapHaisriB- NewlmBsnb. RangaMBst 
BETTING: S4 Stai Rage, 54 New Inn, 7-2 KareM, 7 RangMkat 


O nnl LAMBERT FENCHURCH DECEMBER 
ir. I NOVICE CHASE (Grade 2) (CLASS A) 
£19,500 added 3m 

1 340/1 OTTDWA(ia)(D)Pf*jT*7T1 7 PWde 

2 2XMP THE PROMS (2^ (C] (D) N frcton-Czres 6 it 4 c Maude V 

3 033-2 SJ31ALD STATSiENT (10) p) D Grssel 7 It 0 -B Fenton 

4 3453S 1 JOKER JACK (4) (C) R Dean OHO- -TDasxanbe 

l 1031- RDOUNG THE FACTS P«) p) N HmOoson 6 09 . .. 

NWnmoan 

-Sdedired- 

BErnNO: 1M Ottawa, 158 ftferf Id Stefereent M Ffedfrw TTM Fitfe, 
10 The Prema. 100 Joker Jack 


9 ocl TJH GROUP UNGRELD PARK LIMITED 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £6,300 
added 3m 

1 4RI44 KAIBKA ZE(81)(D)KBafey7il 7 ..JiWBanaonB 

2 C3RU- 9STCRSTB>HANEp38)p)(BF)GMcCtU1B116 ... 

_„DBridg«*er 

3 44D-2 R5WNCE(lfl(D)(BqNGflSBlee7X)r.-.J»CretMny 

4 SAIL BY THE STARS (16) (Q T Ecre» B XJ 7 . ^ Wynne 

5 S>Z14 HSSDSKIN (14) RBixMerB XJ7 ,.PHo8ey 

- 5 declared - 

MwmfflnwgfriOaTai rme/arrinp anghB. Bppance 10a 4b. Safi fly 
The Stts 1« 4ft Mu Ostei Ss f 3® 

BETTING: 8-2 SaB By 7he Stare, 11-4 KamOsia, 3 F8pp6nee, 4 Sifter 
SWwte, 7 Ilia DfeUn 


19 4C| FORGIVE' NT FORGET MAIDEN CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 BBKELEYBLADERMNhe»7l17 RBetany 

2 4 3P/ BUJY BRIGHTON (1118) BRXhMl7 It 7 ASfenflh 

3 52- CLASSY LAD (288) PF)NHendereor 711 7. JRKa»*ie#i 

4 83530 DESERT BRAVE (15) WsSSnrifr 7 ti 7 RGuest 

5 MJM B34BTT OF RSK (14) W Ctna^am 7 Tl 7 N Smith 

6 03634 GLOBAL LEGEND (12) {BFjJHmsdJArBon 7 fl 7 J FlUey 

7 00- STAI9MNTE (206) R Lee 5 If 7 BPoael 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 46 Cfassy Lad, 7-2 Desert Brave, 4 Global Legend, 20 Star- 
darta, 33 others 

10 901 DONCASTER STANDARD OPEN NH 
l°" gu l FLAT (CLASS H) £1^00 added 2m 110yds 

r T PHESHJENTREE (32J (TJJ ACsmi* rr 77 JfrOMcPfaff(7J 

2 1- QUEBtSWAY (212) (D) J RtzGereld 5 11 it . .J Cala g han 

3 OO- MEMSAHIBOFESTBEM^76)(CQSGicftEP6rid 

. Mr S Duraek (5) 

4 30 AUTUMN BLUNDER (30) A Carrol 5 11 4 BPrerefl 

5 4 CASUAL CALL (34) T Essehy 5 h 4 R McGrath (3) 

6 AECX9JORD J Haenn 5 Tl 4. JRKavwn^i 

T CMC LUCKY TOUCH (30) W Ma 4 n 4 MMeharda 

8 02 HSSS) CALL (50) M tornpfcns 5 n 4 DGrifegher 

9 NORTH MOSS JNtmi 4 114 _GLee(3) 

» SHAGJEBiJCkrZpJttJ- Mr H Dunlop (7) 

11 SWS 9 GENHY Mn 5 Smthsil 4 RQueri 

12 TXNMIOSS J OShaa 5 11 4. Jttchael Bnsm (3) 

13 01/ TWPWJURTWGG£H(BSl)CGr*xen4 JTSuppto 

U HONG KONG CLASSIC RFtecy 4X113 ... .ASSndth 

6 J A M tliO J WbrwngW 5 X)G LVX&are (7) 

6 LOOK1W3 GOOD RWbodhouse 4X113 WDm 

T7 MAISOMiJHethertaiSXl-a TSkidsl(7] 

B 303 ORANGE IW> (19) J HaOerekl 4 X) □ M8rerm 

-iSdactered- 

BemNG: 62 Oiaoraay. 42 Meraaliflj Otereeem. 11-2 Mwrd Cafl, 7 
Cwal CaU, 8 Orange frnp, Preatoentree, 1 0 Lucky touch. Shagreen 14 
Aitemn Btondeu fenvlloee, 16 ftreet Gerfey, 20 rehera 


o 10 | TESTERS FREELANDER NOVICE 
1 J,IU 1 HURDLE (CLASS E) £2.925 added 
2m 3f 110yds 

1 DASHARAN (R1) I Wfems 4 X) T2~ OBridgaeter 

2 P2HII- DUAL OR BUST (ZZ2) J Jerans 6 X) G .... _ -PCkW 

3 . 64 ELA4BIT (10) (BF)B Peaces X)C ...LaeeaLong 

4 43-M5 FIRE BALL (13) F Damn (Fr) 4 11 12 . MrTDaunwirm 

5 1-3U JUST Njp |4) fas L RXtada 4 X) C . Pltolev 

6 GW) KARACHI RJJwedi 7 X)£ . 

7 P UATHACH (23) D Thom 6 D 12 .. . . 

B DB2I- UMTT THE DAMAGE (231) tesVVYtons SB c'.... 

. ... |J 

9 <»». SHAR1AIUNND1 p40) JKngS X)'c!-,.' GJ Kmenach (31 

X) 0-W) THE KBWYLEDGERO (9) N Chince4 10 C “iSKm 
n OT6- TWGRTTH LAO (277) J Bomet 5 1) C.. . ClEi£ 

* p/ TORSONSCOKT (700) MPmei 9X112 . . D Byrne 

3 TO CHASING RS (53) LMonogue Hal 8X1 T SWmrn 

« 2 DUTCH DYANE (l^b B^T 0 T .. . 

■■ 1^ dtclaiBd- 

13.401 LEVY B0ARD HANDICAP HURDLE 
L— -J (CLASS D) £3,650 added 2m 3f 110yd* 

J ^iSS^Kg^s E:::rata 

J aawiisst-vjS 

5 ran. JOWEKWQpoiipqRBuktersxis&ig. M^ gj 


CHELTENHAM 
1 j5: ESCARTEFIGUE, formerly 
a smart staving hurdler and two 
lenglhs second to Paddy's Return 
in as Grade One contest over 3m 
ai Punchestown on iris final DU ^ 
over timber Iasi season, wU 0*“ 
further than today's trip of an5l w 
be seen at his best but showed 
enough when beating Denham 
Hill by six lengths over Zm^Hjd 5 
al Worcester on his chasing debut 
to suggest he should outdass to- 
day's rivals. Northern Starlight 
may pose most problems. 

□□□ 

2J0: SIMPLY DASHING, who re- 
covered from a ninth fence blun- 
der. which must have cost hint 10 
lengths, to storm home an im- 
pressive five lengths winner from 
Fine Thyne (61b better off today) 
in the 2m4fl 10yds Fust Bank Gold 
Cup Limited Handicap Chase at 
Ascot in November, looks a top 
class chaser in the making should 
confirm those placings providing he 
puts in a dear round today. 

a m 

3.05: COLLIER BAY. the 1996 
C ham pion Hurdle winner, was 
pulled up in last March's renewal 
but, if he can recapture his former 
sparkle, could prove too strong for 
these rivals. Pri dwell has been in 
great form ibis season but drops 
back to a trip which might now be 
a bit short for him and is still hke- 
iv to find little off the bridle. 

exo 

3.40: PROMALEE. four lenglhs 
second to Feathered Leader over 
an inadequate 2m in the Grade 
One Avonmore %ierford Royal 
Bond Novice Hurdle at Faiiy- 
bonse Iasi lime, is a smart staying 
novice hurdler and can stage a suc- 
cessful raid from Ireland. Tidal 
Force may prove the danger. 


HYPERION’S 
TVTIPS 

U5- 

E&£g3 

climalised now and can maU hi 
weight advantage ted- 

rygn 

L45: Nicky Henderson 
gain a win from four nnu^ 
Svbut his stabk has oewnhete 
been in brilliant form of late. 
SESAME SEED, unbeaien so far 
this term, has been rated Sib for 

his latest comiortablesucaa^t 

his style or racing -he^beWup*^ 
a late run - means be can defy the 
band) capper. The strong gajop 
likely to be set by Mistmpmtt 
should play into the hands of the 
favourite. 

GfD 

2J5e CoultQM is dassy and but there 
is a question mark over his stami- 
na for this journey. A slow early 
pace could well set the race up for 
him. Peter Niven, who rides Tffi: 
GREY MONK, is unlikely to make 
such a mistake, however, and the 
nine-year-old is difficult to oppose 
over his best distance on his 
favourite track. Rough Quest, who 
is now rising 12 , may well be rusty 
after his long lay-off. 



Longare-pricod winner, fragrant Dawn P993) H-I 


Top trfenere: T Forster (2) - Pegvw* Bay (1868) & Oitote Flyer (1994) 

G ffichards O - Oever Foly 0968) & Addngton Boy WBg 


Tbpjockay: B Powtf (2) - Pegwel Bay (198g & DuMn Flyer (19S4) 


FIRST SHOW 

Simply Dashing is a top-priced 
5-2 with William Hill for the 
(2-30) Tripleprint Gold Cup 
Handicap Chase at Cheltenham 
- the Tote offer just 2-1 about 
Tim East e tty’s representative. 

Cheltenham — 2_30 

Horn chit 

a»«*rDMtifeB 94 5G 9* 3-1 

Tiytea Again 4-1 4-1 7-2 Bg 

CMenaarDutiai 5-1 88 M 9-1 

FtoaTfrma 6-1 V2 6-1 SI 
Sflnor BBama 7-1 02 7-1 7-1 

Major Bel Vt2 8-1 7-1 8-1 

tad G-1 G-1 28-1 ZD-1 

DartnDBfewM ZDj B-1 23-1 20-1 
Bafctte 2D-1 2D-1 25-1 20-1 

tech ram am he odds, paces 1.2 3 
C - Coral H - Wfere r* L - LadWes T -fete 


In the (1.45) Tote PJacepot 
Handicap Hurdle at Hay dock. 
Nigels Lad is 4-1 with Coral - 
the Tote offer a more cautiuos 
3-1 - while the mud-loving 
Master Beveled is available at 
14-1 with the Tote - Coral go 
11 - 1 - 

In the (3.05) Bula Hurdle at 
Cheltenham, Rdkeel is available 
at 7-1 with Ladbrokes -die Tote 
are offering only 5-1 - while 
Just little is 25-1 with Lad- 
brokes - Coral and the Tote go 
16-1. 

The rank outsider Moorish 
can be backed at 66-1 with 
Coral - Ladbrokes offer a more 
conservative 33-1. 

- ton Davies 



BsSiuanamtK0dde.pbcBsi.23 
C - Coat H - Wbn w L - Ufattes. T - 


R ESU LTS 

CHELTENHAM 
12.10: 1. SOUND APPEAL IA Thornton) 
13-1: 2. Baal Estate 3-1; a The French 
Furze 4-5 fav. 13 ran. 1L ft (A Foster. Lren. 
bourn). Tbto: £1360: £350. CUO. EllQ DF: 
£M96a CSF: £4490. Tr»: WXt 

12^5: 1. HJGBNOOR PRINCE (R Dun- 
noexfy) 13-8; 2. Tfetari t>-Ti fav: 3. Ftobsand 
5-1 3 ran. Hd. tfct (P Hottos. Mrwtaad). 
■fete: £2.10 DF: £150 CSF: £352. 

1-20: 1. DAWN LEADER (C Ltewe»yni 
11-4; 2. Goodtbne Georgs 8-1. X Percy 
Crow 33-1 16 ran. 5-2 tav Mountam Siorm 
(8tti) 4. nk (J Okt WTooghtoni Tote: raso- 
CUQ. £230 £490 DF: £1950 CSF £»« 
Trio: £72320 

1.55: 1. YORKSHIRE GALE (N 
Williamson) 3-1 p far. 2. Storm tracker 
F fev; 3. Avro Ansou 7-2 5 ran. 24. 15 n 
Grftonl Fxxtonj T«a: CJ10: FifiQ Citq rwr. 
£420 CSF: CXJjba 

f-f®™ 3- Mteter Rm 7-i 7 ran. 

Doctoor ipuueo opi 7.. 4 iLtay 
Hwnes. Uttiehampron] fete: £340. Hon 
£200 DF: £1200. CSF CT7DQ 

ha ^ 1 ’ YE0MAN WARRIOR (A Gam- 
ty) 7-1 : 2. Flapjack Lad 14-1 ; 3. Pongo W»v 

30 " 'R Rowe, SiormJ. 
^530-. £300 £250 DF: £4160 CSF- 

L04st>3 

2 S SIS " 1, lA P WcCoy) 100-30: 
2. Runaway Pete v>i : 3. Smith feo 12- 1 

| ™'J? A!y. Men lm0f « Towsra (fel) 7. 

W fe*nglwn Tote; E4.X3; £200 

nacopca: C4206Q Ouadpot: cvnao 
W*»«:W5.72 Place 5: £41004 

DONCASTER 

2 FLDW (P CartJerryX-l: 

f Sprin 9 ^ 1-3 lair, 3. Torus Sea 8.1 

s-Tiat'a 11 ■—*’*» 

JiV 1 ODrn. 1 


Bosk lz « Ftart8! *»• 3 - Bow 

, 0 , *L We, 11 in Sherumort 

per Lamho-Jm) feta- m ii,. Up - 

C3f0 CSF CsU n7Qnfi °» r 


a flft heooUS. pBoss 1. 2 3 
H-VIflemtftL-La&cto&T-iaa 


320 : 1 . REGAL ABSENCE (R Thornton) 
3 -i lav. 2. Sushi Bar 12 - 1 ; 3 . WurWrar 7-1 
14 ran. 2 ’/.. 7 . (D Nchoteon, Temple GJt- 
ng). fete: £ 390 ; £1SQ £ 3.40 P9pt) Dp : 

C 4 Q 00 CSF. £ 3637 . Trio: £8040 flR: Gelsta 

Ptewpofc catrao Ouadpot £4060 
Place B: V1742&. Place 5 : £15071 

UNGRELD 

12 A 0 : 1 . KAILEY SENOR (F Norton; 8- 
i; 2- 3 ' ****** Walk 7 - 1 . 

V ran ; ?f ,a ^ eman m v*. si- m a mv 

»ang). fete: E 12 J 0 ; £ 23 a £350 £150 DF- 
CSF: CSftlO Tncash £38150 Trio: 

Ufcl'CWTBD BAY (C Scdy) \t-1Q 
few; 2 . Just Dfesidairt 8 - 2 ; 3. Opanina 
Range 7-2 8 ran. a IK Ivory), feta: £190- 

S DF: E47n CSF: 2556 Trf - 

2 . Batchworth Beta 4-1; 3. Private Seal 

r; 1 H'Z 7 7? '*» a®***- hb. 

/• (K Ivory), fete; £ 630 ; £2.70 nno Qp- 
E 1 I 6 Q CSF: £4012 ' 

2 SSlTiV ^ A f CE ,N Adamsl 
Z- Appyabo 4-1 . 3, La^y Laphrafea C-i 

^Oren- 2-1 lav Sow Beb 2'/ ; . s (C Booth) 

C2j3Q t40 ° DF: E15BO 
CSF: CSSSt Too- coaxi 

2.A 2 ^?Jfl EOSTEEL P D “)M: 

z. Awesome Power 1M ; 3. BHladdie n -2 
Bran n^, fey a ” “ 

EZSOa CSF £ 402 2 Trio; £5630 NR: Twin 
ran 1 v. .fiu*™ Pfa,n » T1-8 fav 12 
^uaiQ Ouadpot Wuxi 

P^BiC^n P|«a 5;E96l07 


^ndf pendent 

racing SERVICE 

089 1 261 + 

5fflKAM_ run «n 

— wi — S- 

MdTw — S- 

^ — i' 

noS^^RESULTS 

970 

l_ ■ . 
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Dashing 


lifts Great Habton expectations 


-- * *i Hie name Peter 

. > -1 Easterly once used to 

/ strike fear into the 

r.. ; hearts of southern 

trainers. ~ 

/ : > ‘ ■ Now hfs son, Tim, has 

- a chaser who is 

reawakening memories 
'■■■■, . < ■.. j ■ of the glory glory days of 
.<} Night Nurse, Sea Pigeon, 
' Alverton and Little Owl. 


“I wouldn't say Fm supersti- 
. J '■ tious,” Tim Easterby says, ‘'but 
- r ' I don't like tempting provi- 
dence;" 

And who can blame him, 
Jr p-.' when he has a horse like Sira- 
I)adlin fi to look after in only 
. : his second season with a train- 

inglicence. It is why he will look 
no further than today s outing 
' _ •• in the THpleprint Gold Cup at 

’■ ■;*; Cheltenham when discussing 

‘ plans for the six-year-old chas- 

er, but he cannot stop others do- 
.. '-T.iig ing it for him. 

. tit Simply Dashing is already a 
. •. ’ •- 1 * 14-1 chance for the Cheltenham 
• ^old Cup. By this evening, he 


* - ■?_* 


“''-’’s . •-« 

*> — 


could conceivably be the 

favourite. 

It is quite a responsibility for 
one so young, and that goes for 
both trainer and horse. It is for- 
tunate. then, that steeplechasers 
do not understand ante-post 
betting, while Easterby has a 
wealth of experience to call 
upon. 

He inherited the licence at 
Habton Grange Stables in Mal- 
ton from his father. Peter, the 
only man to train 1,000 winners 
both on the Hat and over 
jumps, and while it is now Tim's 
initials on the saddlecloths, the 
operation remains a family 
business. 

Tun learnt the trade as his 
father’s assistant for several 
years, and there was never any 
question that, when the time 
came, he might strike out in a 
yard of his own. “I didn’t ever 
think about anywhere else,” he 
says. “This is the family concern, 
it’s what I’ve been brought up 
with and it’s what Pve always 
wanted to do.” 

The internal promotion to 
the role of licence bolder was 
well-timed, because business is 
on the up for Easterby & Son, 
Racehorse Darners. For more 


than a decade. Great Habton 
has produced tots of winners, but 
no headline-grabber of a horse 
to equal Sea Pigeon, Night 
Nurse, Alverton or Little Owl. 

Simply Dashing, at long last 
could be the one. judged on his 
admirable performance under 
top weight in the First Nation- 
al Bank Chase at Ascot last 
month. A horrible blunder at 
(he ninth fence seemed to have 
ruled him out of contention with 


BY GREG 
WOOD 


a mile still to run, but he re- 
covered to win as he pleased. 

“When he made that mis- 
take, 7 said to myself, ‘just 
come back in one piece now and 
it will be all right there’ll be an- 
other day'," Easterby says. “I 
was so impressed with the way 
he came back on to the bridle. 
He’s got such a big bean, and 
they were some useful horses he 
was giving weight to. Horses like 
that are veiy hard to find. 


For much of the last week, 
the exact destination for Sim- 
ply Dashing this afternoon was 
unclear, with the Tommy Whit- 
tle Chase at Haydock a serious 
alternative, but anyone looking 
for evidence of a rift between 
father and son will be disap- 
pointed. 

“We always get on very well 
and we make all the decisions 
together,” Tun says. “We dis- 
cussed everything and decided 
that this was the best race for 
him.” • 

But just suppose, for the 
sake of argument, that he had 
favoured Haydock while his fa- 
ther was determined to go to 
Cheltenham? He pauses, con- 
siders. but the leap of imagi- 
nation is too great. “It wouldn’t 
happen.” be says. “A situation 
like thaL would simply never oc- 
cur.” 

It is a comfortable blending 
of the generations which many 
families would envy, and it ex- 
tends too to the sales ring. 
This, even more than the race- 
course, is the natural habitat of 
an Easterby - and both Peter 
and his brother, Mick, are fa- 
mous for their ability not just to 
buy a bargain, but to then find 


an owner to pay for its upkeep 
too. 

Their legacy is in good 

hands. “I really enjoy the sales," 
he says. “There’s no set rules to 
how we buy horses, sometimes 
we’ll go round together, other 
limes father will buy a horse or 
I will, but we find that we tend 
to like the same sort of horses. 
It’s just down to instinct, and 
keeping an open mind.” 

An economy with words is 
another family trait which Tun 
has inherited in abundance, 
particularly when it comes to 
planning ahead. He would not 
be normal if be did not have at 
least the rough sketch of a 
route to Cheltenham next 
March mapped out in his mind, 
but nothing short of thumb- 
screws could persuade him to 
discuss it. 

Then again, he has been 
here before, barely two months 
after be inherited the Great 
Habton licence. 

When ScoUon Banks won 
the Martell Cup at Ain tree in 
199b, he too was a seven-vear- 
old, as Simply Dashing will be 
next spring, and his potential 
seemed equally limitless. With- 
in a couple of months of the fol- 



Tjm Easterby: family firm 


lowing season, though, his form 
had collapsed. 

“That was a huge disap- 
pointment,” Easterby says. “We 
found out in the end that be had 
a problem with his hind sus- 
pensory, and he’s sound again 
now and we hope he’ll be 
hunter chasing this season. 

“But you have to be pre- 
pared for things like thaL You 
always know that when you’re 
having a good do, there’s going 
to be a bad do to come.” 

It is quite a spectre to have 
to banish so early in his train- 
ing life, but if any horse has the 
ability to do so. it is Simply 
Dashing. Supermarkets and 
chain stores may have taken 
over the high streets, but on the 
racecourse at least, a family 
business is booming. 
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Early riser: Dawn Leader dears the last to win at Cheltenham yesterday. Rider Carl Llewellyn said later: ’He’s one of the best horses I’ve ever sat on’ Photograph; Julian Herbert! Allsport 

Pridwell to repay the faith of his loyal supporters 




' .-•.■Vi ‘ 


“'■■■■■ • ‘ . 

__ ; .VI* . - ' “ 


A reformed rogue seeks 
redemption in the Bula 
Hurdle at Cheltenham. 
Greg Wood expects him to 
atone for his previous 
sins. 


It is the season of goodwill to 
all - and that, it seems, includes 
^kcehorses. How else to ex- 
plain the fact that Pridwell, 
who has probably been the sub- 
ject of more betting shop Curs- 
es than, any other horse in 
training, seems sure to start 
favourite for the Bula Hurdle at 
Cheltenham this afternoon? 

This is the same Pridwell 
who was the 7-2 second- 
favourite for this very race 12 
months ago. When the tapes 
went up, he planted his feet and 
refused to move, before final- 
ly setting off a hopeless 40 
lengths adrift of the field. It only 
made things worse when he ac- 


tually managed to pass a cou- 
ple of rivals on the final circuit, 
making it quite clear thaL with 
any sort of a proper run, he 
would have gone very close in- 
deed. 

That sort for performance 
tabes a great deal of forgiving, 
but perhaps the time has now 
arrived. In his three outings so 
far this season, Pridwell has yet 
to come off the bridle in win- 
ning by an aggregate of 20 
lengths, and perhaps most sig- 
nificantly of all, he has now lost 
the squiggle by his name in 
Ttmeform which is the recog- 
nised mark of a mule. 

“We try to give them as 
many chances as we can to 
keep the squiggle,” Martin 
Greenwood, Timefbrm's hurdles 
handicapper, said yesterday, 
“but he does seem like a re- 
formed character this year so we 
had no option but to take it off 
If there was a physical problem 
that we’ve not yet got to hear 


about, then he could well be fine 
for the rest of his career, and 
when Mr Pipe irons horses out, 
they usually stay ironed ouL But 
now I’ve said thaL he’ll proba- 
bly go and do nothing again to- 
morrow.” 

Certainly', for all his appar- 
ent improvement this year, the 
idea of Pridwell starting 
favourite for the Bula takes a bit 


of getting used to. Large Action, 
last year's winner, is again in the 
field, so too Collier Bay. the 
champion of 1996. not to men- 
tion four more very worthy op- 
ponents. it is a fascinating race, 
but since only Pridwell (next 
best. 3.05) arrives with impec- 
cable winning form to his name 
so far this season, he ( probably) 
deserves one more chance. 


Luso goes for Sha Tin double 


Clive Brittain's Luso will be out 
to repeat his 1996 success in the 
Group Two Hong Kong In- 
ternational Vase, over 12 fur- 
longs. at Sha Tin tomorrow. 

Michael Kinane's mount, 
drawn 12. has looked on very 
good terms with himself and is 
expected to run a very big race. 

Paul Cole’s Posidonas 
(Richard Quinn } also has claims 
on his best form in what looks 
a strong European challenge. 


European interests are also 
represented by the German 
pair. Protektor (fourth last year) 
and OxaJagu. OxaJagu has been 
beaten just once this seasonv. 

British interests in the 
Group Two Hong Kong In- 
ternational Cup are Mark John- 
ston's Bijou D’lndc (Jason 
Weaver) and Roger Charlton’s 
Wixim (Kinane). Frankie Det- 
tori’s mount is Godulphin’s. An- 
nus MirabilLs. 


The Tripleprint Gold Cup 
half an hour later is just as in- 
triguing, with all nine of the run- 
ners now in the handicap 
proper following the removal of 
Coulton at the final declaration 
stage. Much attention will he di- 
rected at Simply Dashing, and 
quite rightly following his im- 
presshe performance at Ascot 
recently, but while he is a wor- 
thy favourite, ;> top-priced 5-2 
is very short for such a com- 
petitive race. 

A value alternative is MA- 
JOR BELL (3.4U), an 8-1 
chance with Hills, who showed 
excellent form over course and 
distance when runner-up In 
Sparky Gayle in the Cathcarl 
Chase in March. He has clear- 
ly been laid out for this race, and 
will not he deterred if the 
ground has eased further 
overnight. 

The remaining televised 
events at Cheltenham make 
little betting appeal, since one 


is a novice chase and the other 
- a novice hurdle for stayers - 
has at least seven credible win- 
ners in its nine-runner field. 
Over at Haydock, though, there 
is plenty to keep punters inter- 
ested. with Nigel’s Lad (1.45) 
worthy of support in (he hand- 
icap hurdle, and The Grey 
Monk ( 2. 1 5 ) third-favourite for 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Flying Instructor 
(Haydock 1.15) 

NB: Monks Soham 
(Lingfield 1.00) 

the Gold Cup without so much 
as a run to his name this season, 
looking to establish himself 
among the elite in the Tommy 
Whittle Chase. Rough Quest, 
the 1996 Grand National win- 
ner, is a tough opponent for 
Gordon Richards' grey, but 
one that The Grey Monk 
should overcome on the way to 
far better things. 
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Mackay, Peter: Who was 
better imowa to racegoers ei- 
ther side of the last War as 
Ras Prince Monolulu, the 
loudest - in both voice and 
dress - of the tipsters who 
were once a familiar sight on 
British racecourses. Monoiu- 
lu’s outsized feather head- 
dress and trademark yell of 
“I gotta horse” added con- 
siderable colour to the race- 
going experience, as did his 
frequent attempts to lead in 
the winners after big races. 
Today, sadly, the only heirs to 
his theatrical art are the 
Frank Butcher lookalikes 
who skulk around the car 
parks at Ascot and Sasdown, 
d emand ing money with men- 
aces from any punter stupid 
enough to show an interest in 
their “special racecards”. 
Anyone who parts with their 
cash will invariably find a 
small envelope inside the 
card, containing a “tip” for 
whichever horse was forecast 
to be the hottest favourite of 
the day in that morning’s Rac- 
ing Post. The same people, 
unsurprisingly, can often be 
found working the three- 
card trick on departing race- 
goers a few hours later. 

Magic Sign: Betting-ring 
slang for Ladbrokes, and one 
of John McCririck's favourite 
phrases, much to the irrita- 
tion of the collective PR de- 
partments of Hills; Coral 
and the resL Do not be de- 
ceived, though, by the cosy 
language. When the Magic 
Sign start backing a horse on- 
course, it means they are 
spending a little money in the 
betting ring in order to short- 
en up the starting price and 
save themselves a small for- 
tune in their off-course bet- 
ting shops. If it happens to be 
your horse that they are 
squeezing, and you have not 
already taken a price, the only 
magic involved is of a dis- 
tinctly black hue. 

Match betting: Once upon 
a time, all betting was like 
this. Horses would turn up for 
a meeting and race two-by- 
two in a series of heats on a 
knockout basis, often with 10 
stone ou their backs and 
over anything up to four 
miles. In the mid 1770s, how- 
ever, the realisation grew 
that testing nothing but the 
sheer dogged determination 
of horses was not doing much 
to improve the breed, and 
anyway, if you ran them all at 
once, you could get better 
odds. Modern racing was 
bom, and match betting pret- 
ty much consigned to histo- 
ry. As if to prove that nothing 
goes out of fashion forever, 
though, it is now making 
something of a comeback, 
thanks to spread betting 
Grins who will quote horse X 
to finish, say, two lengths 
ahead of horse Y. Some 
good judges reckon there is 
value to be had in such mar- 
ket, but the usual spread-bet 
wealth warnings still apply. 

McManus, JP: The proper 
bookmaker who lay his bets 
on the rails might not agree. 



GREG WOOD 

THE A-Z 
OF BETTING 


but for the big off-course 
chains of boo kies -c urn-ac- 
countants, the punting 
legend that is JP McManus 
is one of the besL things to 
come along for ages. Betting 
is nothing without hope, and 
McManus’s frequent killings, 
particularly at the Chel- 
tenham Festival, give backers 
everywhere fresh optimism 
that if they can just keep try- 
ing, they will one day reach 
the same state of gimlet- 
eyed punting nirvana, when 
the bets are big, the winnings 
even bigger and every gam- 
ble is landed. It is. needless 
. to say, not quite that simple. 
For one thing. McManus is 
naturally blessed with the 
sort of shrewdness and self- 
discipline which is very diffi- 
cult to learn. He is also kept 
exceptionally well-informed, 
by the trainers who prepare 
his own horses and those of 
a close-knit circle of Irish 
owner-punters, and pos- 
sessed of enough wealth else- 
where in hjs business dealings 
to absorb temporary heavy 
losses when - as is often the 
case - things go wrong, Mc- 
Manus started bis career in 
betting as a bookmaker, and 
is fond of remarking that 
good bookies make good 
punters, and vice versa (well, 
you know what be means). 
The implication, somewhat 
depressingly, is that when it 
comes to punting, you’ve ei- 
ther got it or you haven’t 
And most of us haven’t 

Morphine: Which suddenly 
started turning up in dozens 
of urine samples taken from 
greyhounds when, a year or 
two ago, the dog racing au- 
thorities switched from their 
previous dope-testing pro- 
cedures to the ultra-sensitive 
techniques employed by the 
Horseracing Forensic Labo- 
ratory in Newmarket This is 
not a tale of previously un- 
suspected skulduggery on an 
extraordinary scale, however, 
but rather an indication of 
how efficient modern drug 
testing can be. On farther in- 
vestigation, it was discov- 
ered that many trainers add 
bread to their dogs’ feed, and 
not just any old bread either. 
For some, your standard 
medium-sliced white was 
simply not good enough. It 
had to be posh stuff, with 
things on top - blue poppy 
seeds, for instance, which 
contain only the tiniest trace 
of morphine, but still enough 
of it to set off the alarms. Un- 
scrupulous chemists in the 
Vfalthamstow and Catford 
areas have been warned. 


Cup within range 
for Trying Again 



The former National Hunt jockey 
Steve Smith Eccles (left) gives a 
runner-by runner analysis of today’s 
THpleprint Gold Cup. 


Simply Dashing: Just keeps Bell’s life: Makes his sea- 
on improving and looks a star sonal re-appearance and will 
of the future. He is a worthy probably need the run after 
favourite. his reported set-backs. 


Challenger Du Luc: Ran a 
cracker behind Senor El Be- 
trutti in the Murphy's Gold 
Cup but then disappointed in 
a three-runner race won by 
Cailisoe Bay at Newbury. A 
good horse on his day but 
definitely not one to tnisL 

Senor El Betrutti: Won 
the Murphy’s Gold Cup in 
fine style over this course. 
Hunting with the Heythrop 
has been a part of his prepa- 
ration. 

Trying Again: Ran well in 
the Henoessy, finishing fifth 
to Suny Bay, but did not last 
out the longer trip. He will 
appreciate Ibis step back in 
distance. 


Major Bell: Needed his first 
run of the season and should 
come on for it. 

Kadi: He has not visited the 
winner's enclosure for a while 
bur he is no mug on his day. 

Destin D'Estrwal: Fell on 
his latest start on this track; 
when looking beaten. He has 
a lot on his plate. 

Fine Thyne: Ran well when 
runner-up to Simply Dashing 
in the First National Bank 
Gold Cup at Ascot. 

Conclusion: I reckon that 
TRYING AGAIN is the one 
to be on now he is back over 
his optimum trip. 
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Jones the boat goes out for a spin on Gillman’s day 
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The title had already 
gone to the United 
States, but the race for 
next best ran out of 
steam for one Italian and 
left a Welshman's 
dreams in tatters. Adam 
Szreter reports from Abu 
Dhabi on the conclusion 
of the Formula One 
Powerboating World 
Championship. 


In near-perfect conditions down 
at The Wavebreaker in the bay 
they call the Pearl of the Gulf. 
Scott Gillman of the United 
States rounded off his first year 
on the world Formula One 
powerboat circuit with victory 
in the final race of the season 
here yesterday. 

The 40-year-old from Basalt. 
Colorado, twice the American 
champion, had already wrapped 
up his first title in Europe with 
a race to spare; yesterday was 
supposed to be all about second 
place and the battle between 
Finland's Pertti Leppala and 
Guido Cappellini of Italy, with 
Cappellini’s great rival, 
Jonathan Jones of Wales, trail- 
ing, back in fourth overall. 

The sight of 24 boats blast- 
ing off together from the jetty 
was an awesome one, as they go 
from 0-60mph in less than two 
seconds before reaching a top 
speed of over 140mph. Cap- 
pellini. champion for the past 
fouryeaTS, was on pole position 
and took advantage of the clear 
water by streaking into a lead of 
50 metres by the first turn, about 
800m into the L -shaped circuit. 

Jones had to settle for head- 
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Guido Cappellini (No I) races against Tadaki Ishikawa in the final round of this year's world championship in Abu Dhabi yesterday 
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ing the chasing pack, but after 
20 of the scheduled 45 laps the 
Italian’s lead was already Look- 
ing impregnable, with Leppala 
and Gillman back in the biuich. 
Then Jones struck trouble. 

His engine cut out, and al- 
though he managed to restart he 
had dropped hack several places. 
In his haste he seemed to take a 
gamble at the last him of the 24th 
lap and went into a spectacular 
harrel-rofl. The impact of the war 
ter shattered his Burgess boat, the 
race was stopped and Jones was 


ushered off to hospital for pre- 
cautionary X-rays. 

It certainty was not the worst 
Jones has suffered in a 12-year 
career in Formula One that has 
seen him win the world title 
three times as well as being the 
onty European to have won the 
American title, too. 

His last championship, in 
1991, was won despite a horrif- 
ic dash with Cappeflini which has 
left scars on Jones’ left leg to 
make you wince. *Td won the 
first three races of the season, but 


in the fourth race, in Hungary. 
Cappellini drove into the side of 
ray boat and 1 ended up with a 
severely crushed leg,'’ be told me. 
"They did an eight-hour opera- 
tion on it, put in 23 pins and said 
I wouldn’t be aisle to race again 
that year. But 1 was very deter- 
mined and I realised most of the 
others were off the pace, so 1 put 
myself through a rigorous train- 
ing schedule for three months. 

"T managed to convince a lo- 
cal doctor to make a cast for my 
leg in carbon-fibre to hold it all 


together, with hinges on either 
side. They hauled me into the 
boat and I managed to get back 
for the last two races and do just 
enough to win the champi- 
onship." 

On the restart yesterday 
Cappellini showed no sign of 
surrendering, hut his compa- 
triots Francesco Omtando and 
Massimo Reggie ro were mov- 
ing smoothly through the field 
behind Gillman. now in second 
place. Then, on lap 38. Cap- 
pellini suddenly ground to a 


hah. possibly through over- 
rewing. and the American in- 
herited the lead with just over 
five laps remaining. 

The upshot was Gillman’s 
fifth victory' of the nine-race 
season, and with another 20 
points in the bag he took the 
championship by a handsome 34 
points from Leppala, who came 
in fourth yesterday after being 
fined S5JJOO (£3,100) the previ- 
ous day for what Raif Frohling, 
president of the Union In- 
ternationale Motonautique. de- 


scribed as “bad behaviour" in 
qualifying. Cappellini finished 
third overall, with Britain’s Paul 
Blackburn a creditable sixth yes- 
terday and Alan Marshall n i n t h . 

Jones, happily recovered 
from his latest ordeal, was un- 
derstandably disappointed. "As 
I was approaching the turn, the 
wind just caught the underneath 
of the boat and the rest was his- 
tory," the 39-year-old from 
Cardigan explained. 

“The cockpit hit the water 
with tremendous force but for- 


tunately I was able to undo 
harness and climb ouL I'm vety. ^ "• 
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harness and climb ouL I'm very, j 
upset because the boat’s obvi- 
ously a write-off and 1 ccaildhav^j- 
won or at least finished second -; 
in the race. I was a bit hazy 
first, so they gave me a brain scat, s 
and chest X-rays, but I'm OK." . 
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DOES SITTING MAKE YOUR BACKACHE? 


MAP MEASURERS 


GARDEN WATCHER 
KEEPS CATS OUT 
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COMPASSES ft, 


* Extensive 

• Excellent 


SB ALTIMETERS 



Our impressive range of 40 
Pedometers allow you to ^1 
choose the right model for 
your needs. If you Jog, Walk, 

Run, Cyde or you would just like^ 
to know how far you hove waited 
the dog, you can measure the 
distance travelled. Lightweight and 


Award Winning Ultrasonic 
Cat Deference System 

'•vVt by STOCK NUTRITION 

SA935X STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
gfgSSi NORFOLK, NR19 1RD 

01362 694957 


BELGIAN CHOCOLATES 
Delicious Cim R\ Post 
Hand made Belgian 
chocolates delivered to 
any UK address. 


We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to os. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons. Monkwell, 
Osborne and Little. Liberty and many others. Open 7 days • 
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Fashion 


Precision Made Instruments 
guaranteed for reliability and accuracy. 

We also have a large selection of Mop Measurers, 
Compasses, Magnifiers, Stop Watches etc- all 
available at excellent prices. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE despatched by return. 

WRITE MX OR PHONE FOR 

Tta JW nnpii or BSE colour brochure (tfqoafty predwaa kmnneero 

PEDOMETERS INTERNATIONAL LTD ( inso ) 

13/14 James Watt Close, Drayton Fields. 
Dsventry, Northanta NN1 5RJ 

Tel 01327 706030 Fax 01327 871633 


The Original Breton Shirt 





The tradition »J French 
fktannrt working thin. 
Mide loom 100 % urtteadied 
cotton. So conrfonable theyh 
addfcdve.VW boc^Cn dim on 
hoMe 10 jitarj ago and ISed mom 
so much we fax obliged to than 
them with wrytne - honesdy! 


Stan: S(W-Jn Mp*-.4nL(4r-4e) XL(4t”.«r) XXL (ST) 
CILMplaCI4norMlirCMMhduhi 
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• Had* In UK dm 1082 • 14 de? Mae* Mai 

• Haro Han 300X00 tow In »caonMM • AnUMfa fa 7 ootoura 

• Mtoaabfa, D^n, portable. Cor uMla aoy MM orcMr 

• No aalm people w«l caB ■ Ouanedead tar 12 montta 
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The Breton Cap 

The dassc navy fisherman's har. 
htsde In France horn quaViy 
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Uribag - the discreet pocket size urinal for 
when you cant get to the tofet Use in toe car, 
for toe elderly, workmen, pilots, disabled... 
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Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers^ 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 




We will beat any other price of a comparable quality 


Certainly! 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare St, 
Hackney, London E8 3SE (Nr Well St) 
Tel: 0181 533 0915 2 lines Fax: 0181 985 2953 
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Unusual Gifts 


MORI ARTIS 

SOU D PINE 
STORAGE BEDS 


CUTLERY RE- 
SILVERPLATING 
SERVICE 
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Services 


OnqoaLRasmdOxACndsox M.0IM0W18T bkOlMMOin 
Brecon a ZgZig.Depc.NM. Rnrerford Mill. Swwarton. Ajn ilvre KA3 50H 
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ORIGINAL IRISH 
GRANDFATHER SHIRT 


Major 

Purchase? 

(orar£1000) 


.Front isyss vdnes mod (too. 
S I6C-1W7. Smday N uumm * 
ha 1915. Ready hr ptscaxiaH 

REMEfilBERWHEN 
520 Purify Way, is □ 
Cniydoa CRO 4RE umL , 


For MtW colour brochure 
Pin 

v(01233) 850214 > 
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Gardening 


TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MATS 


Fits into 

Baa made ofaoR 9 ehirt 
latox holding 1.1 L a 50,11 
frwarty 2 pints) pock^ 

warm (BSdy 

walar £16.00 to USe 

usa again and again.— -vat -ei.bo pw> 

Contact Manfred Sauer UK W: 01304 620 446 
am Lane, Enstry, Kant, CT 13 0 QJ 
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: i* -4 !H!K22 . Gleneske 

-w -- •"* add S1.0U ESSafc^ 


ForTontmii^QtNBn Ait hi bw« j rakmi pn a 
r*t£tb» I* iq iwd Had. 10Cr. bnr.M ruOoa. wit on 
wtan.'tl* QMW onm twotai aid duabloy. 
IBbaqUe od (w*d. ta men H -oooi 
Dootadbota waM lie pn vtao Pin >*it 
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our purctaang poser to obtain 
bea terms 


WBI make your wan cudaiy as 
good as new. Single items 
upwards. Atao teapots, trays, 
dfehea, eta vary reasonable 
pitess. Repairs undertaken. 

Nattorrwida asrace. 

Ful details from; 
C-R-S. Butts Cottage, 
Wiabo rough Green, 
Sussex 
RH14 0BN 
or phone: 

01403 700424 






Unusual Gifts 


Garrtan Houaa Puratiaang 
WBhuiy, Nwthatenon DL62SE 
Tel/Fax: 01608 882501 


FOR THE MAN WHO THINKS 
HE HAS EVERYTHING 


Persona I bed Hand Cradled Beer 


A. 
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At last - as seen at 
Garden and Flower 
Shows nationwide - the 
door mat that really 
No muddy 
footprints or powmarks 
clean floors and 
carpets) 

TUrtte Wrt Troppor door 
mats stop dm at the door 
of home, conservatory or 
car with absorbent codon 

pile removing wet, dry and even greasy dirt from shoes and 
paws. With non-slip Latex becking, they are fully maditne- 
washSbta at 40°C. Amuse in sawn cokwm and 3 gtzee 
Blue. Green. BtacMWhfte. Fwn, Dare Grey. Sul Brown. BtaeMrown 
- 75 e SO cm Cl SOS. - 75 1 100 cm 13US, -7S 1 150 On MM 
Plus £095 P A P per mat. 

tNso jvasmle «m pppwiubeer backing tar u» on csipeig. - paoMett lor 
dams or sms ant prune) 

Irani: llirtte Uat Co. 92a Kings Road, Kingston, Surrey KT2 5HT 

Tel: 0181 296 0366 
Wm Fax: 0181 296 0360 mK°?m 


Gardening 


Gardening 


No aJditrres or prewrvjiivt*, 
pestkideh-w hup. 
ORDER row for IMiqur \nu« Gilt 
4030ml Bottles 
fin pnsenBHim pad.) 

UK -Wbr wiw £‘4.<F> 
Lagton Brewery 
OI595 850267 


LEARN 
TO FLY 

Trial lessons 
start at 
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Banish muddy footprints from the house 
(With ^LgrifrawGS Gardeners Shufflers^ 


'FREE 


wrauum tenAWtea 
rt7%TBi kMCMUAifa 
"**^1° ®»iun)ww«i»WSamwi 




953*860806 


A" SVl> CrwilAwa 


seflrf f&wers... 


frames Sbuffiers. The practical, affordable and \ 
^■tun way to banish muddy Tooiprints from the house. Simply \ 
^slip into Agri frames ShufBeis when you seed to slip into the I 
house to answer the phone (or tbe call of nature) or make a quick ] 
cup of tea. Shufflers are made firm hard-wearing, polypropylene 
fabric dial is machine washable and long lasting; Hang a pair an a 
hook by the doat or folded up in your pocket ready for action. 
Available in two sizes, medium to St ewer boc* sizes (4-7) and 
large to fit over boa sizes (8-11) in a didoe of colours, Hue or 
green. Buy now - Shufflers are onty available dried from 
Agrifrancs this Christmas 
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iiCSAW PUZZLES MADE 
FROM YOUR PHOTOS 

DfUVWf D m 7 W0MNC D4K IN 
ANB.tCANTQfTSOX 
MKCR-ITOF-Uintacpi. 

laJPItCH.tSTtlf-StlWmfSS 
“WB-DW.BWIklj 
Mmas.tnap-o.wincp^ 
tn ante «»«* |*«*i IntaSt) 

•dpijownt tft 


ttn-ZAN.Drat.INS7> 
S*Wej4Som»SM73AN 

TH: 01737 379 342 
"BH+ndamt ion rabfctt 
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BemifallD nam.lkcy nw j^koI 
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i - £30 cadi iac. ur & defray. 


To cwSer baskets " 

& full gifts catalogue caB free on 



1 rrfwkJrJ if mu driightL-J - rcuitn unused *uhin 14 xUtvs 
if no coltHtr stated me wdl supply Nu*. 


c51 griframes 


24 HOUR DESPATCH 

Ufaw*-*’!** a-l mk- 


A ptlrra u ild. (hqi fa iti l rBawt Era Rriartiid. SwwctRHIS MG. 

Thin(m»*w>ana.w[waMviW rau HvMhEiyni ir m - . - iu 
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AS SEEN ON TV 

BEST BIA’ UNDER £10 ■ 


BBC Gardeners 
World Live 1997 
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To advertise in 
this seaion 
please call the 

Independent 
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Team 

on 

0171 293 
2344. 
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Mar* into the new socialist 
millenium with our miniature 
bust or the great philosopher 
Approx 6 ■/" high, metallic i*~ 

co loured finish, available for <k + *1 ^ ‘ 

jgy. 14 rpr delivery. Or^o * P+ P‘ 
Showclear Lid. The Old jLi , 

Towcester. Northants NNI2 b[)'j' 4 BrackJc > Rd. 
.Td: 01327 35S0SQ F,a- 



:,y *****. 
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CRICKET 


England find 

energy for 
cruise control 
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Pete Davies 

reports from Vijayawada 
England Women 376-2 
'Pakistan Women 146-3 
Erigfoffd win by 230 runs 


■'5 On Thursday morning England 

' go! up at 330. and caught a 5_30 
W train ride seven hours long to 
s this unprepossessing industrial 
‘ town. In their hotel, the noise in 
some rooms of mysterious ma- 
chinery was so loud that the floor 
shook. Cockroaches were sight- 
ed, there was a potent smell of 
rancid fat, and during the night 
several players reported people 
rattling and banging at their holt- 
£ ed doors, their general reaction? 
ft could be worse. 

Yesterday morning, England 
a new record womens’ World 
p total of 376 for 2 against 
at the Indira Gandhi 
Municipal Corporation Stadium. 
The second-wicket stand of 203 
between Ian Brittin and Barbara 
Daniels was also a record, pass- 
ing the 167 set by Australia's 
Emerson and Kennare against 
India at New Zealand's Eden 
1 Parkin 1982. 

Britain's 138 came off 124 
balls in 150 minutes, and in- 
cluded 17 fours; Daniels need- 
ed only 103 balls in 130 minutes 
for her 142 not out, with 17 
fours and one sax. The for- 
mer's knock was a model of pa- 
tience and classic stroke play; 
the latter's a dashing and cav- 
alier affair applauded to the hot 
^ kies by a crowd topping 4,000. 

* To be fair, Pakistan must 
have been even more tired than 
England. A 500km flight from 
Mysore to Hyderabad on Thurs- 
day was hcaire late, aixi preceded 
seven hours on a bus that arrived 
here at two in the morning. It 
is plain that the outcome of the 
tournament will depend as 
much on how teams cope with 
their deranged itineraries as it 
will on the cricket. 

This won’t matter to Pak- 
istan, who already beaten by 
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Denmark, have next to no 
chance of making the quarter- 
finals. Entirely inexperienced at 
this level, earlier this year they 
conceded 445 to New Zealand 
in 50 overs, and then failed to 
reach that target by no less than 
408. Some here feel that they 
should not be in the competi- 
tion at all, that walkovers tike 
these are no good at all for the 
image of the womens' game. 

It is therefore entirely to Pak- 
istan’s credit that they did not 
fold in the afternoon and, in- 
deed, somewhat embarrassed 
E n gland's attack by managing 
146 for the loss of only three 
wickets before retiring after 47 
overs. This wiD take some of the 
shine off England's day, after 
the hoped-for confidence 
booster went so well in the 
morning. 

Energy levels, meanwhile, 
looked set for a farther knock 
as well - England’s bus left for 
the long haul back to Hyder- 
abad as soon as they could get 
away from the ground. Next up, 
Denmark on Sunday. 

# Ireland humbled Denmark by 
nine wickets in a rain-shortened 
match in their women's World 
Cup in Madras. Needing only 
57 in the reduced 23 overs, Irish 
captain Miriam Greale£ batting 
third, was in aggressive mood 
and led herteam to the target 
in 19.1 overs. 

ENGLAND 

JBrfttm at Asmab Shaba 138 

H rammer n Asma b Wren >.36 

B Denote rut out 1A2 

S Metcalfe not out 35 

Extras (W, wl4, nbl) 25 

TOM (Ibr 2. SO own) 376 

Mfc 1-83- 2-286. 

Did ant trafe J Caesw KSmnhiea, M Rey- 
nard, B Nctniun, C Connor, C Taylor, L 
MacLeod. 

Bowing Shsreen JD-0-64-0; MtWia 9-0^7- 
O; Shfflza 9-0-64-1; Klran 10-O-73-1; Nona 
504SO; Mehera 7-0-56C. 

PNfUSMM 

Maltha b Reynard — ..13 

Shaba c 4 b Reynard 

KJran b Connor __2Z 

Shareen not out 35 

Asma not out -13 

Extras [b5, W, wl2, ntdj 22 



Workmen clearing snow from the piste yesterday at Val d’lsfere, where for the second day in succession a women's World Cup skiing race had to 
be cancelled because of the weather. Almost eight inches of snow fell yesterday, forcing the cancellation of a giant slalom. On Thursday rain had 
wiped out a super-giant slalom race. However, organisers are hoping that today’s men's downhill can go ahead Photograph: Eric Gaillard/Reuters 


SWIMMING 


ROWING 


Cambridge enlightened by shadow competition 


total (tor 3 , 47 ovaru}- 


-J46 


ft* 1-67, 2-78, 3-122. 

DM not tat fteaa. Mehera, Dtoa, Sham. Sa- 
da, Nazta 

BawHbf- Tayfer 7-3-15-0; MacLeod 5-2-12- 
0; Raynwd 10-4-36-2; Connor 10-2-M-l; 
Sntcftfea 7-1-33-0; Mcholsan 8-X-Z7-Q. 
EnffanawtobySaorum. 


Cambridge got the better of Ox- 
ford in the shadow competition 
of the Trial Eights yesterday by 
at least completing the course 
without dash or injury and by 
relegating to the third boat the 
giant among 50-year-olds, Andy 
Ripley, who as a star performer 
on the indoor machine was ex- 
pected by tiie uninitiated to be 
a certain Blue. 

The two key ingredients of 
the sponsor’s gin. Juniper and 
Angelica, were lined up at Put- 
ney Bridge and started by the 
umpire, Simon Harris, into a 


rough cross-headwind. Mindful 
of the difficulties his counter- 
part, Terry Dillon, had experi- 
enced keeping the Oxford coxes 
apart, Harris Had the flag up 
within 10 strokes, before the 
crews bad a chance to settle to 
a rhythm, but he had little to do 
as they stayed level to a minute 
after the Black Buoy when, as 
they turned round Craven Cot- 
tage the rough water and a long 
swell made matters worse for 
Angelica, stroked by Toby Wal- 
lace and steered by Suzie Ellis, 
than for Juniper, stroked by the 


Canadian international Brad 
Crombie, which managed to 
draw away steadily to the Har- 
rods Depositoiy. 

There Ellis, now a length of 
open water behind, tucked in 
behind Juniper, coxed by Alis- 
tair Potts, and the umpire had 
his flag up again although there 
was no chance of a dash and the 
crews had a perfect right to take 
what water they wanted. At 
Hammersmith Bridge a rescue 
vessel was moored out in the 
stream and Potts look the cor- 
rect decision to go wide round 


it rather than try to cut inside. 
This gave Ellis, the more expe- 
rienced cox and the one who 
knows the Tideway better, a 
chance to take a better line and 
for a time she was two boat 
widths inside her opponent’s 
course at the beginning of the 
Surrey bend. 

Tb prove the water better 
they closed rapidly and the, 
boats looked certain for a spec- 
tacular collision as their lines 
crossed. As Harris put it after- 
wards: “There was vertical as 
well as horizontal overlaps, but. 


fortunately, not at the same 
time." 

Ellis was more blunt *T was 
going for the bump. They had 
been going over the rough wa- 
ter and swell while we had 
been hitting it all. That w as the 
difference between the stations 
which we lost at the toss. It was 
our only chance really." 

From there, her crew back 
on the correct station, Angeli- 
ca slipped away to lose by four 
lengths when Juniper crossed in 
18miD 41sec. 

— Hugh Matheson 
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Record beckons Rhodes 


Doubts over Belgian Grand Prix ! Windless targets Towers 
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Ryan Ixodes is a young man in 
a hurry, swept along in the 
slipstream of Naseem Hamed’s 
meteoric rise to prominence. 
But is Rhodes going too fast too 
soon? That is the major ques- 
tion waiting to be answered in 
bis home city of Sheffield 
tonight. 

Just 23 days past his 23rd 
birthday, Rhodes tackles the 
more experienced Canadian 
southpaw Otis Grant for the va- 
cant Work! Basing Oiganfeation 
middl eweight title at the Ponds 
Forge international centre. 

It is a sizeable rise in class for 
^ prospect of 16 professional 
-fjghts and, if Rhodes passes the 
examination, he will become 
Britain’s youngest world cham- 
pion since Jack “Kid" Berg in 
1930. 

Technology is being provid- 
ed for soul-mate and gym-mate 
Hamed to watch Rhodes title 
attempt by satellite link-up in his 


hotel room in New York, where 
he is preparing for next Friday’s 
world title fight with Kevin 
Kelley. 

On the same Saturday a year 
ago, it was queried whether 
Rhodes was being thrown in too 
early against former WBO 
champion Paul “Silky” Jones for 
the vacant British tight-middle 
title. But the schedule was spot 
on. Jones was halted in the 
eighth and Rhodes was crowned 
as the youngest British cham- 
pion for 57 years. And 90 days 
later he won a Lonsdale Belt 
outright in record time. 

“1 think Fve been moved 
along just right," said Rhodes. 
“I’m prepared to fight for a 
world title and I think eveiy- 
thing’s going to plan. I'm always 
up for it no matter who it is. 
Having Naz in the gym en- 
courages you, helps you a lot. 
Naz coming through so young 
has been a help to me. He's ex- 


plained things, told me what is 
going to happen and how to 
handle iL" 

The Jamaican-bora Gram. 
29, comes with a sound pedigree. 
He was unlucky only to draw 
with former champion Lonnie 
Bradley in March. Gram was 
awarded a re-match but Bradley 
had to give up the tide because 
of retina trouble. His only de- 
feat in 30 fights came againsithe 
World Baring Council champi- 
on Quincy Taylor in 1994 and 
has 17 stoppages on his record. 

Grant has thoroughly pre- 
pared for this fight and arrived 
in Britain more than a month 
ago to acclimatise properly. 
That is the measure of how se- 
riously be is taking Rhodes. 

Can Rhodes climax a quite 
outstanding 12 months? It will 
be tough but he may gradually 
wear down Grant to force the 
late stoppage he is predicting. 

- Dovid Field 
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i- f Nottingham Panthers face the 
biggest weekend of their season 
- when’ they tackle Manchester 
Storm and Sheffield Steelers in 
a double-header. 

Panthers, top of the table, 
take on second-placed Storm at 
home today, with the gjome 
against their bitter rivals 
• Sheffield tomorrow night. 

Mike JEHaisdelFsside are lev- 
el on pointswith Manchester, but 
lead due to more vdifi, while 
Seders are two points adrift in 
third with a game in band. 

' Nottingham suffered their 
worst league defeat of the sea- 
son last Sunday when they wre 
on the receiving end of a Ben- 
son and Hedges Cup backlash 
against Cardiff Devils. 

2j| Cardiff ran out 6-2 winners 
Tin Panthers* own backyard just 
’ 24 hours after being beaten by 
/ Ayr Scottish Eagles in the final- 


Blaisdeti said: “It’s an eight- 
point weekend. With 14 games 
to go, we've never had such a 
right race at this stage of the sea- 
son, so these are two vital 
league matches. 

Nottingham should have 
new signing Mike De Angelis. 
The 31 -year-old defence man is 
a veteran of both the World 
Championships and the 
Olympics for Italy. 

Other League games today 
see Bracknell Bees at home to 
Cardiff and Basingstoke Bison 
meeting Ayr Scotty Eagles, 
while Newcastle Cobras go to 

Sheffield in the EspressCi^. 

Bui in another clash of the ; 

titans and in a re-run of the ; 

B&H Cup tal Cardiff face a 
borne league maich-up ^th 

Avion Sunday. Just eight days . 

after their meeting at the 
Sheffield Arena. 


Athletics 

The International Amateur Athletic 
Federation yestenlay announced its 
schedule for next year's Golden 
League; removing the provisional 
Paris event from the Sst The Golden 
League is e step torward from tha pre- 
vious Golden Four meetings of qeta. 
Zurich, Brussels and Berfn and Oners 
a jackpot of Stn to be dvided among 
athletes who wri the* event at every 
meeting. 

GOLDEN LEAGUE SCHEDULE: 14 July: 
Roma; 16 July: Oslo. 8 August Monwo: 
12 August Zurich: 28 August Brussels. 2 
September: Berfn; 5 September (Golden 
League Anal): Moscow. 

Badminton 

WORLD GRAND PfflX Finals (Jakarta, 
Malay) Men Group A; B Santoso (Indon) 
WAS Kusuna (indon) &S 15-1 Group 
a- M ManaLyfindon) ta T Stuer-LauncSan 
(Den) 15-7 6-Tl Group C: HafKirawanpfv 
Eton) bt A Wranarn (lndani 6-15 B-iM: 
Dorm Jang (Ch> bt P Rasnussen (Deri) 
fi -4 "B-6 Group D: P E-H Larsen (Dent 
br H Susanto (Indent 13-15 15-7 15-8. IWt- 

Yun |Ch) u -4 12-*: 

a Group Of C MSTtin (Den; bl M Audna 
(Indon) 12-11 4-tl U"8, 

Basketball 

■Rxn Chambers, the Phiade^hia 75srs 
forward who was atour-trne A6-Sfar 

and Most ValuaWe Player of the 1987 

name in Seatfe has announced ha 
retirement from the National Basket- 
frae Association- 


The organisers of the Belgian 
Grand Prix have been given un- 
til the end of ihis month to find 
a way of working around a 
strict ban-on tobacco advertis- 
ing. or see the race removed 
from the calendar. 

FLA. Formula One's ruling 
body, has got tough with the 
Belgians anil in addition, a 
schedule released after iis meet- 
ing in Monaco did not include 
a French Grand Prix. 

A French court ruled this 
year that all national television 
channels were entitled to broad- 
cast a race on French soil which 
went againsi the FIA's exclusive 
rights deal arranged with indi- 
vidual broadcasters. 

The Belgian Grand Prix is 
due to lake place on 3U August 
at Spa-Francorchamps. but has 
been jeopardised by a Jaw ban- 
ning all tobacco advertising 
and sponsorship from 1 Janu- 
ary, J 999, passed by the Belgian 
parliament last month. 


NBA: Detroit t03 New Jersey 99: New Vwv 
1 0T Mrtrtescne 183. Orlando too Dates 90: 
Cleveland 79 Nlwaicee 77: phoetvx9* At- 
lanta 7a 

Boxing 

DtivS McKenzie is to challenge tor hs 
former British featherweight title on 31 
January - three months before his 35th 
birthday. McKenzie, the former three- 
times world champion. wiB meet Paul 
Ingle, of Scarborough, on Frank Mai- 
oneyb promotion at Hu8 Ice Ring, near- 
ly 13 years alter his first British title 
bout 

Football 

Rieea/do Scfmaca. the England Un- 
der-Zi captain, has confirmed he fit- 
ness for next Wednesday 's European 
Championship play-off match with 
Greece et CarrowRoad The Aston Vil- 
la central defender, who suffered 
concussion after an aerial coffisfon m 
the Premiership match against West 
Ham a fortnight ago, came through a 
reserve outng against Liverpool on 
Thursday with no iB-effects. 

Jfen WNtioy, the Manchester Crty rrvd- 
ftektef, has agreed a new three-year 
contract with the First Division dub. 
Brighton are abandoning overnight 
stays for most away trips and will in- 
stead travel on the maten day 'tselt. 
The Seagulls will leave early tomor- 
row tor their 200 -mfie trip to Mans- 
field and m future only tong journeys 
win be spread over two days. 

FIFA CONFEDERATIONS CUP (Riyadh. S 
Arabia) Group A: Mexico i |L Hernandes 
pan SO i Austrate 3 iV«*Ah <f Alow 61 Mon 
9Q|. Saud Araba 0 3raz< 3 (Cesar SanuMJd 
65 Romano 7*. 


“As a result of recent anti- 
tobacco legislation in Belgium, 
a decision regarding the inclu- 
sion of the Belgian Grand Prix 
in the calendar for 1998 and 
thereafter has been delayed 
until 31 December, 1997," an 
FLA statement said. 

Organisers of the Portuguese 
Grand Prix were given until the 
end of the year to complete nec- 
essary work on the Estoril track. 

If these works were not com- 
plete, the race on 1 1 October 
would not take piace. This 
year's race was taken away 
from Estoril and replaced with 
the European Grand Prix in 
Jere<L Spain. 

1898 FORMULA ONE SCHEDULE; 8 
March; Austratan Grand Prtx (Alban 
Park), 29 March: BiazEan (inferiagosj. 12 
April: Argentina (Buenos Aires): 26 April: 
San Marino (tmoiai. 10 May. Spanish 
(Barcelona}: 24 May Monaco (Monfe 
Carte} 7 Juno; Canadian (Montreal): 12 
July; British (Sherstone); 26 July Austrian 
iSpetowgl. 2 Aug: German (Hocken- 
tieim): 16 Aug; Hungarian [Budapest); 30 
Aug: Belgian i Spa-Francorchamps) ; 13 
Sea: Itaten (Murza), 27 Sept LuHEmbourg 
(Nurtxrang Geri: 11 Oct ftartuguase (Es- 
ter! j, 1 Nov: Japanese (Suzuka). 


North Korea and China yesterday be- 
cams the first two teams to qualify tor 
the 1999 Womens World Cup in the 
Untied States, scoring victories over 
Japan and Taiwan in the semi-finals 
at the Aslan WamenS Oamplonship. 

ASIAN WOMEN S CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Guangzftou, Ch) Sem-finaiK Chra O Tai- 
wan o. North Korea i Japan 0 
THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Unfa Cup 
third round second leg: VH. Bochum 2 Ajax 

2 (agp -t-fii FA Umbra Trophy third quail- 
tying round: Great Harwood Town 0 Wilton 
Aboni PontliM League Premier Division: 
Aden Vte 4 Uverpod i; Blackburn Rowers 

3 Manchester Utd 1. Leeds Uid 3 Tramwra 
Rovers t (at HaAto Town;. Avon Insurance 
Combination Rm Division: Norwich t 
Chelsea i 

AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD Second- 
round draw; Southern Section: Futoam v 
Wycomtw Wtanderws; Luton v Branttorri; 
Wafeal v Brighton. Bournemouth v Leyton 
Onem, Swansea v Pettrtnrourti; Ktorthamp- 
lon v Torquay. Bretd City v MBwaB; Ewfef 
V Bristol Rovers North Section: Blackpool 
v \orV Gnmsby v HJ Dty, Mansfiete v Wrex- 
ham: Wigan v Rotherham; Carfcie v 
flocfldaie. Bumtev v Notts County. Mac- 
Ctosfietd V Preston: Hartlepool V Scunthor- 
pe {Ties to Qe played wow commencing 5 
January! 

Golf 

OMEGA PGA CHAMPIONSHIP {Hong 
Kong) Leading second round Better 130 
C hymg-ju 65 65. 1 35 K Waiter JGB) 

68 67. <5 Bouet IHK) 66 63. Taw Mm (Bur- 
ma) 66 69, D Kwefc (&ng) 66 60: Ui Wan- 
Ten (Tail W 7i 136 Pari* No-SooK (S Korj 
64 137 >3 Hanrahan (US)686B; JRBid- 

hawa tin'll 6e 69; C Gwang-Soo fCor) 66 
7i 138 J Rune doe (Can) 70 66: K Young- 
SJf (tar/ 68 ra C Kamos {SAf 67 71 ;D Bale- 
man iUSi 67 71 A Sngh find) 67 71; Lai 
(Tar) 67 71. C Larw-rtd ffei) 66 72: 
LWaetie i.Ausi 64 n 139 B Andrews (Aub) 
7£67 A Mee*s lUSl 71 68' G NwCtutet (US) 


A tough week is unlikely to be- 
come any easier for London 
Towers at the Moorways Sports 
Centre tonight, when their for- 
mer player Tony Windless lines 
up with Derby Storm intent on 
having a major influence on the 
Budweiser League table. 

The 6ft 5in American was 
ditched by Towers during (he 
summer, when their coach. 
Kevin Cadle, preferred James 
Hamilton for the European 
Cup campaign. Since then Tow- 
ers have lobi eight out of nine 
group games, including a 85-70 
defeat away to Honved Bu- 
dapest on Tuesday after they 
had already failed to qualify. 

If Windless does not bear 
any grudges, he is determined 
to add to Cadle's discomfort. “I 
was never given a reason. I was 
shocked when Kevin preferred 
to go with James," he said. “He's 
a great player, but I don’t think 
he's ever played harder than me. 

“I'm not going out there to 


try to drop 50 points on them. 
If we win and I score two 
points, it will be a success." 

On Thursday, Towers bare- 
ly survived a mauling from 
Leicester City Riders in the Na- 
tional Cup semi-final first leg, 
and now take just a 76-74 lead 
to the Granby Halls for Thurs- 
day’s return. 

The Storm could produce 
another upset tomorrow againsi 
second-placed Birmingham 
Bullets, who have Tony Dorsey 
(eye injury) and Nigel Lloyd 
(hand injury) unlikely to play. 
Derby’s Stedroy Baker faces 
Birmingham for the first time 
since leaving the club. 

Chester Jets have signed 
the American John Tresvant on 
a shon- term contract as cover 
for their three injured Ameri-- 
cans, Brian Lloyd, Sean Bell and 
Ricardo Leonard. Tresvant was 
released last week by Greater 
London Leopards. 

- Richard Taylor 


71 68; C Espnosa (M») 70 69: S Omson 
<S«U 7D « B Cue** (FM) fo 09: C Wtems 
MM71;TPurey(U3}6;721«K'rt)uig- 
U (S Kor) 71 68: Kkn 'feo-Hocn (S Knri 71 
60; P Fnedtander (Suez) 71 69; AAtwal (Ind) 
70 70. 

DAIKYO OPEN (Draw, Japan) Laadhg 
McmdHround scores (Japan unlearn «tat- 
8d): 129 Dlsfti (US) 63 66 130K Kiteoya 
66 64. 131 H Miyiase 66 65. 132 K Fukaborl 
68 64; B WtittS (US) 66 60. 133 M Kusak- 
at» 68 65; S Hoahi 66 65; H Mackay (Aua) 
6S BS: K Kuwabara 65 61 134 R Kawagtshl 
63 71 135 T TesWms 89 66; T teagate 68 
67: K Fukunaga 67 68; M Kmura 66 69, H 
Makteo6669 1 36 K Sakartanl 73 63; MKu- 

ramorn 72 64; Yah Gftang-ting PWl 7i 66: 
K Malta 69 67; A Tiikamaau K 67; H Kase 
9866:5 Maruyama 66 TO; 5 Sugriteto 66 
70. 

Ice hockey 

NHL Boston 2 Burt* 1 ; ST Loufr 2 Ottawa 

i Phted^jbia J ny teuwere a 
Ice skating 

Wchefle Kwan, the former figure skat- 
ing Wbrid Chanptaa has been forced 
id withdraw from next wBefos Champ- 
ions Series fra! in Munich wtie she 
recovers from a foot ir^ury.TheAirier- 
k^hasamirKXStrBSOtracturBofthe 
second toe on her left foot that had 
not completely healed. The Olympic 
gold medal prospect sustained the In- 
jury during the summer and aggra- 
vated It while winning the State 
Canada competition last month nH^ 
tfa*. 

Rugby League 

The new OWtarn dub has stoned the 
former Warrington winger, Chris Eck- 
erstey, as part ot Us bufd up for next 
season The dUb has also signed a 


£75000 three-year shirt sponsorship 
with the San Group, with focenttvea 
for winning promotion from the Sec- 
ond Division 

Siding 

WORLD FREESTYLE CUP (Hana*. Fr) 
Aerials: Man; 1 B Swanky IL/S) ZWWBpte, 

2 M Fetiario (LG) 22L73; 3 A Captck (Can) 
21569: 4 D Betoumeui (Can ) 2VD7; 5 D 
Downs (Can) 2C06: 6 S Fourcras (ft) 2VX70; 
7 N Fbraatee (Can) 20735; 8 B Currutt (US) 
20546; S M Cnofadv tUS) 20538; 10 A 
Mkhalov (Rua) 20436. Women: 1 N Stone 
(US) miApts-, 2 C Brand (Swtt) 17363; 3 
C Oivior (Can! 163.16. 4 J Cooper (Ausl 
15266; 5 K Marshal (Aus) 14936: B N 
Orekhova (Rus) M7D4; 7 S Bhitner (US) 
142S6; 8 E Leu (Swit) WIB4; 9 M Rotirtach 
(Swil) 14116; 10HLH (Nor) 0052. 

Swimmining 

BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIPS (Sheffield) 
Men: 50m bnaatatmka: 1 D Mew (8m 
UnM 2&5Bsec {Boish record); 2 G BrettaD 
(Bam Urw) 2B.71; 3 R Medan (Rochdale) 
2940. 100m backstroke: 1 N WWey (Bar- 
net) 5752:2 S M»itia (Pansraouth) 5806: 3 
A OConnor (Id) 5843. 100m butterfly: 1 J 
Hcfcman (Stockport) 53.78; 2 R Greenwood 
(Bolton) S5TI; 3 SParry (UverpooO 55M 
100m tnwottyo: 1 M Stevens (Bath Univ) 
5066; 2 M Rjbens (CsmctonSwfes Conags) 
5061 ;3N Shachel (MWeteJ) 5095. Women: 
50m braaststrokK 1 J K«j (Bath Ur»v> 
3300: 2 5 Browwloii (Btenaigham) 3334: 

3 E Robinson [Baiti Urw) 3351 100 m but- 
terfly; 1 C Foot (York) wen mBtiac; 2 M 
Redder (Portaiiouth) 1:0244; 3 6 Lee 
(Camwsfl) 1:0328. 200m backztraks: 1 H 
Don-Duntain (Action Cererai) 2:1352 (Bnbsh 
nxonff: 2 K Other (EaSnm Z H 72; a J 
Deakinu (Coventry) 2:1718 aom freestyle: 
i C Huddari (Leeds) 2:0187; 2 J Craig 
IHaverhi) a.OE.'E; 3 V Honw (Stockport) 
2:02.4ft 800m IrsesMe: l K BBngton (St 
Helens) B5247; 2 J Humw (Htongdon) 
6:5493: 3 M Reader (Ponsmoutn) &S984. 


Hickman 
reclaiming 
authority with 
butterfly win 


James Hickman took advan- 
tage of Stephen Party's jet-lag 
to begin re-establishing his do- 
mestic dominance in the 
British Championships at 
Ponds Forge in Sheffield yes- 
terday. 

The Stockport Metros 
swimmer won his 100 metres 
butterfly confrontation with 
Pariy, who had to settle for 
third place after only arriving 
on an overnight flight from his 
base in Florida early yesterday 
morning. 

Parry, who beat Hickman 
twice when they met in last 
summer's European trials, had 
won his heat within three houra 
of landing at Manchester Air- 
port but was never a threat in 
the final. 

Hickman, who clinched his 
selection for next month's 
World Championships in Aus- 
tralia in the 200m butterfly last 
night, led from the start to win 
in 53.76scc. 

Bolton's Robert Green- 
wood was second in 55.1 1 with 
the Liveipool swimmer Parry, 
the European 200m butterfly 
bronze medallist who trains at 
Florida State University, near- 
ly two seconds adrift with a 
time of 55.44. 

Tarry, though, was already 
assured of his selection for 
the worlds - which begin in just 
over a month - and had opted 
. not to return in time for last 
| night’s 200m event as he pre- 
I pares for Perth. 

The second day of the 
; championships at the Ponds 
5 Forge pool, in which the vast 
| majority of the Australia- 
; bound team have already qual- 
; ified. did bring two British 
| records. 

Bath University's Darren 
Mew celebrated his 18lh 
; birthday in style by breaking 

• James Parrack's five-year-old 
! 50m breaststroke record by 
i 0.05sec with a winning time of 
: 28.58. 

And Ashton's Helen Don- 
i Duncan sliced nearly a tenth of 
■ a second off the 200ra back- 
; stroke mark established at the 
. 1992 Olympics in Barcelona by 
'■ Joanne Deakins, third in lo- 
day's final, with victory in 2min 
I 13.82sec, 

“I was expecting to beat the 

• record, but not here," said the 
16-year-old A level student, 

I who had already qualified for 
[ Perth. “I had nottapered down 
my training or anything." 

Two Welsh records were 
: also set by swimmers finishing 
fourth in their final. Phil Mel- 
huish did so in the 50m breast- 
stroke with a new mark of 
' 29.59 while bis Swansea team- 
mate, Chris Jones, lowered his 
: own 100m backstroke record to 
; 58.59. 

“There was a mix-up on my 
flight because 1 was hoping to 
get back to Britain a couple of 
days ago," Parry said. "I think 
the effects of the long flight 
showed a bit. 

“1 didn't land until 8.15 this 
morning and I was swimming 
by 10 o’clock. I tried not to 
think about it and just get on 
with the race. 

w Bul if I can do 55.44 when 
I am that tired and have not 
shaved and rested then it shows 
that the training is going well 
and that I should go a lot 
faster in Penh." 

- Ian Gordon 


4x1 00m medley relay: 1 Betti University 
4:217 1 ; 2 Newcastte 4:2375; 3 RartsncuJh 
423S3. 

Tennis 

CHAMPIONS INDOOR SENIORS TOUR- 
NAMENT (Sydney) Ffcat round: J Kreh (SAj 
bt J-Lus Ctero (Arg) 6-1 6-3; J LtoyO (GB) 
bt A Gomez (Ecu) 64 6-a. 

GIROBANK TOUR (Nottingham) Marc 
Quarter-finals: P Hand (Berks] bt J Titxrran 
iSutit*) W 6-ft. J Fa* (Lines) U W Herbert 
(Matifeeaxj 6-3 M&T;N Wsa( (Hampsteti) 
W A Qurestt (Pak) 6-1 4-6 7-6: P Robreon 
(Atorfftsna; W P CStt <WBts) 6-0 6-1 SflfRi 
Unite: hand bt Fox 64 7-5; Weal bt Robte- 
son 63 63. Women: QuartarOnais: J WsW 
(IMdesex) btJWMtB (Nortiiaiits) 6-1 B-1; 
J Lutrtwa (Rus) bt M WatewrigM (Essex) 2- 
6 B4 b&, N egonwa (Rue) fatUOgan (War- 
vwctefws) S-2 6fl;L Latimer (WarwUshke) 
(X K Hughes (LeeastsrahhHl B-2W64 
Santi-Rnals: Luttova bt Ward 7-6 6-0; 
Egoraia bt Laonw w 
LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION 1997 
AWARDS: G RusacteM (pbyErof foa year). 
Ian Buretsy (coach), Hannah CoHnflunra 
phyer). JanM ueMomm (dsat*Ki player). 
VAnMadon referee Alan MM (olfciaft Not- 
tingham indoor Rwpto Centre pneteor cen- 
tre), Nottingham Open (tournament), 
Manchester (local authority) Central Now- 
GOTrte High (schori) Boston LTC (dub). 
Ham pah ho and the Ida of Wight (coun- 
ty). Lady of Muswoil 7C Qurtof aces cfctol 

Weightlifting 

WORLD CHAimQ>!!$HIPS (Chiang IU, 
Thai): taan'* 91kc: i V \tecstcpic (Md) 
wat9i 1750kg, Jerk tttel 38XSto; 
2 S Bi*Ji (TL n- i 72ft - ■ ‘ . it£5; 3 M Agfipr 
tov (Rus) r x Kfin. 380ft Woman's 
76hg: 1 Huh Ju tCt*; tore WHX 2475 (Vrorirf 
record); 2 A Os. or (Turk) 1100 (world 
record), esft L-'4 r '" i M "telacs (htong) 100ft 

T2S0. SSft 
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Major weekend 
football fixtures 
and pools check 

3.0 unless stated 

today 

FA Carling Premiership 

1 Arsenal v Blackburn 

2 Barnsley v Newcastle 

3 Chetoea v Leeds 

4 Coventry v Tottenham 

5 Crystal Palace v Liverpool 

fi Everton v Wimbtedon 

7 Southampton v Leicester — 

8 West Ham v Shaft Wed 

Nationwide League 
First Division 

9 Birmingham v Man City 

10 Bradford City v Bury 

11 Chariton v Port VtoJe 

12 Huddersfield v Norwich 

13 Ipswich v Portsmouth 

14 Mddlesbrough v Hearing.... 

15 Shaft Utd v Swindon 

16 Stockport v Tranmere 

17 Stoke v Crewe 

18 Sunderland v WBA 

Second Division 

19 Brentford v Blackpool 

20 Burnley v Wigan 

21 CarfisJe v Fufram — 

22 Chesterfield v Luton 

23 Gflflngham v Southend 

24 Plymouth v Mfllwal 

25 Preston v Northampton 

26 Walsall v Bournemouth 

27 Watford v Bristol City 

28 Wycombe v Oldham 

29 Ybrk v Wrexham ... 

Third Division 

30 Bamat v Macclesfield 

31 Cardiff v Peterborough 

32 Chester v Darflngton 

33 Hul v Colchester 

34 Lincoln v Hartlepool 

35 Mansfield v Brighton 

36 Notts Co v Doncaster 

37 Rochdale v Swansea 

38 Rotherham v Torquay 

39 Scunthorpe v Scarboro — . 

- Shrewsbury v L Orient 

Bell's Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Celtic v Hearts 

41 Dunfamfoe v Rangers 

42 Htbemianv Aberdeen 

43 Motherwell v Dundee Utd.... 

44 St Johnstn v KBmamock .... 

First Division 
45AyrvStMmen 

46 Dundee v Stirling _ 

47 Morton v Faldric 

48 ‘Hamilton v Airdrie Off 

49 Partlck v Raith 

* Postponed (stacBum closed for 
safety reasons). 

Second Division 

- Clydebank v Inverness 

- East Fife v Brechin 

- Forfar v Livingston - 

- Stenhsmuir v Stranraer 

Third Division 

- Arbroath v Cowdenbeath .... 

- Berwick v Montrose 

- East Stirfng v Albion Rvre .... 

- Queen's Park v Alloa 

- Ross Co v Dumbarton 

Tennents Scottish Cup 
First round 

- Fraserburgh v Clyde 

TOMORROW ! 

FA Carling Premiership 
Bolton v Derby (4X9 

Nationwide League : 

First Division 

Wolves v Nottm Forest (UJ) . — 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


75,000,000 


The number of dollars 
[£46m] lha! Pedro Martinez 
wfl receive over the next six 
years fokwhg the contract 
he signed this week with 
Boston Fled Scot - base- 
ball most expensive con- 
tract ever, beating Gary 
Sheffield^ S6tn six-year 
deal with Florida Martins. 
Boston have a two-year op- 
tion that would make the 
contract worth S92m 
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The man who had the passion to set Leeds aflame 

_ _ ■ « . -i— :i ni»mh iinfiel 


At the heart of Leeds 
linited’s glory years was 
Billy Bremner. Today 
they go to Chelsea 
where he made his 
debut 27 years ago. 

David Robson remembers 
the midfielder who died 
this week. 


that beat them in crucial 
matches; but in 1970 Chelsea 
inflicted a blow that stays for- 
ever in the Yorkshire memory. 
Leeds were trying to win three 


ginger-haired and whey-faced. 
He was playing on the wing and 
he ran a bit and scrapped a bit. 
I remember thinking he was 
probably just another crap 


X J — 

trophies that year and ended up player from Scotland and we d 
winning none of them. There had plenty of those. Actually 


They buried BQly Bremner on 
Thursday and today Leeds play 
Chelsea at Stamford Bridge. The 
celestial authorities certainty 
know how to make a week of iL 
For those with age and eyes to 
see, there wffl be ghosts out there 
in front of the Handing stand. 

BOly made his first team de- 
but for Leeds against Chelsea 
at Stamford Bridge. He was 17. 
It was 1960. 

Through his vintage years 
Chelsea were a special enemy 
but Billy was often too much 
for them, then be was often too 
much for any opposition. Cer- 
tainly he scored brilliant goals 


was the League (we got dose), 
the European Cup (not so 
close) and the FA Cup (it still 
doesn’t bear thinking about). 
Chelsea won ihe replay having 
been run off the pitch at Wem- 
bley to no conclusive effect. I 

saw, through yellow eyes, the 
Cup paraded down the King’s. 
Road on a double-decker bus 
escorted by several hundred 
hideous skinheads 

It took Chelsea 25 yean and 
the importation of half of 
Europe to create a team fit to 
compete with the memory of 
that Osgood, Cooke and Harris 
lot. Leeds never have pro- 
duced a team to step into the 
boots of Billy's. Then they 
were bigger boots. 

1 remember watching him in 
one of his early games at El land 
Road, he was small, slight. 


we'd had plenty from every- 
where. We were more or less 
useless. Always had been, al- 
ways would be. it seemed. 


Billy was not the beginning 
of us getting great: that was 
Don Revie and Bobby Collins 
and a hoard of directors with 
money and ambition. But he 
became the spirit of Leeds. He 
was brilliant and dirty, cynical 
and indomitable. He could do 
everything: win the hall, beat 
men, give it long, keep it short. 
shooL head, see opportunities. 



Billy Bremner lifts aloft the FA Cup after Leeds’ 1-0 
victory over Arsenal in 1972 Photograph: PA 


make opportunities and score 
goals when all else had failed. 
He made opponents angiy and 
thrived on it. 

A lot of people who didn’t 
love him hated him. Hated us. 
We were so damn good. At the 
start of the golden age that 
streLchcd from 1965 tp ’75 we 
were mean, well organised and 
hard to beat. By the end of it 
we were mean, well organised 
and absolutely sensational. 

But perhaps there was some 
bad karma at play (as they say 
on the terraces). The lads 
talked to referees more than 
any other players on earth, 
sometimes spent the whole 
game talking to them, but it 
didn't stop them from getting 
some of the worst decisions in 
human history. It was norma] 
to see Billy “doing" someone, 
getting penalised and looking 
aggrieved. Or Norman Hunter 
doing something trenchant to 
someone's leg, then raising a 
hand in acknowledgement to 
the referee (“Yes I know ref, 
fair cop! I did it, you saw, he 




felt it ana vision but it was Bwywnu can. 

0 hyes,evenwereahs^th the passion, the fire that set the 

was some moral amb^ <y( ca ^X ne . • 

they say cm the terraces;. r talked to Alan Hudson yes- ' 

I remember sitting m me ' — 1 




.erd^thcmostgiftcdCtetea 

upper oer at Stamford Bridge at ^ mtt8e 


i uieiseari^eusb^- _ signing copies oi ms 


n, e was signing copies of his 
fog down on what nowadays th^ ffbrldng Man's Bal- 

S'^ovemear.Itwas^ 

firing. Nobody ever had the tall ^ fa Being Second). 
Sttworthreeopuo^for 

laying it off-it was a game made Howgoou. J 

J O little 


laying it uu-.l . br fliianL He was so good 

hemade^b M* 


^ g <Me w’fcSal in the players in eveiy 


4 - 


strike. On the right wing there 
was Pfeter Larimer, one of the 
weaker brethren in this 
company, but veiy strong with his 
right foot 25 yards from goaL 
But above all, there was 


were probably two players short 
of being a great team.** 

Were they a dirty team? 
"Yes, very dirty. r Would they 
have done even better if th^ 
hadn’t been? T don’t think they 


Bur above an. mere was — , , . , - 

Bremner and Johnny Giles in 

the midfield, hard little men acter. They liked frightening 


working brilliantly together, 
tackling, dribbling, weaving an 
intricate basketwork of passes 
between them as they moved 


people.” Did you hate them? 
“Yes, we hated them and they 
hated us. We’d like to have 
played them every week." 




Mulhall revives a dream from decay at The Shay 

; ■ ■ - - • ‘ 
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Head groundsman Jim Green (blue top) and ground superintendent Graham Osbourne prepare the pitch at Halifax Town* ground, The Shay, this week for the onslaught of Christmas matches Photograph: Peter Jay 


Six months ago the 
future, like the past, 
looked bleak for Halifax 
Town. But the call to 
arms of an old servant 
invigorated the club who 
now find themselves 
tan tai isingly close to a 
return to the League. 
Guy Hodgson reports 


Take a look upwards from The 
Shay and the brooding Beacon 
Hill of the Fennines stares back 
at you. Until recently it summed 
up Halifax Town's position: the 
club at the bottom. Football 
League status at the top. No, 
transplant Everest and you get 
a truer picture. 


Last May Halifax Town, 
original members of the Third 
Division North in 1921 and so 
used to being in trouble “crisis” 
should have been incorporated 
in the club crest, were only a 
game away from joining the 
Unibond League. Today they 
are seven points dear in the GM 
Vauxhall Conference and the 
League status they reluctantly 
surrendered in 1995 is sudden- 
ly attainable. 

It is, as the Yorkshire Past put 
it succinctly recently, a “mira- 
cle to rival the moment Lazarus 
opened his eyes and wondered 
why on earth he had dozed off 
in a cave”. 

In Halifax they are rubbing 
their eyes and wondering, too. 
The club has flirted with obliv- 
ion for so long the neighbours 


had long since stopped talking 
and even Robert Maxwell took 
a look at The Shay’s finances 
and thought better of buying. “It 
had a tenuous link with finan- 
dal stability to say the leasL,” the 
chairman of three years and 
supporter for 43, John Stockwell 
agreed. “We had the Inland 
Revenue trying to wind us up 
with the VAT people close be- 
hind.” 

A new, manageable, rental 
agreement with the local coun- 
cil. who own the ground, and the 
directors digging into their own 
pockets shook off the financial 
jackals and with gates around 
2,000 the club can now afford 
to spend £lm on The Shay to 
make it fit for elevation. Work 
begins on 5 January. 

Stockwell the instigator of 


the financial tum-around. like 
the supporters, credits George 
Mulhail with the revival on the 
field. Manager of ihe club in 
their heyday - and here we are 
talking the old Third Division 
25 years ago - he arrived on 
“keep us up and job’s yours” 
basis in February. 

“You have to lay a lot of 
credit al his door,” Stockwell 
said. “He's brought in his own 
people and a good attitude and 
professional standards. He has 
transformed the club. If the scar 
son finished tomorrow I could 
say I’ve had more enjoyment 
this year than ever before.” 

Mulhall, a 61 -year-old Scot, 
had been a manager at various 
dubs including Bolton and 
Bradford City and was coach- 
ing youngsters at Huddersfield 


when he was asked to help at 
Halifax. His priority was a leaky 
defence which he plugged with 
a variety of ex-League players 
including the 35-year-old former 
Coventry captain, Brian 
Kilcline. 

He also changed the style to 
a less direct one which has 
worked to the extent that Hal- 
ifax are the only dub in senior 
football with a 100 per cent 
home record. 

“I wouldn't go as far as to say 
they used to be a long ball 
team,” Mulhall said, “but I’m of 
the opinion the longer you kick 
it the more chance you have of 
losing possession. I like to keep 
the baU. be more patient and 
pass with purpose. Let’s put it 
this way. you won’t play for me 
unless you can pass the ball.” 


When Halifax beat Hud- 
dersfield’s first team pre-season, 
Mulhall realised he had the 
makings of a useful side. How 
useful, he is still not certain and 
he worries what a few injuries 
might do. “I'm happy where we 
are.” he said. *Td be foolish to 
say otherwise, but the bottom 
line is that we haven’t won 
anything yet. Lose two or three 
games and the situation changes 
dramatically. 

“The dub's desperate to 
get back in the League like 
most dubs in the GM Vauxhall 
Conference. Could we survive 
if we got there? I think maybe 
the top six could play in the 
Third Division." 

Stock-well, who had to live 
with the memories of FA Cup 
wins over West Bromwich Al- 


bion and Manchester City to 
sustain him through the the dark 
days, would love to t hink so. *T 
feel particularly pleased for the 
hard core of supporters,” he 
said. ‘‘Last year we were down 
to about 700 diehards and they 
stuck with us through thick and 
thin, mainly thin . On Tuesday'^ 
we had 2,100 on a wet, miser- * 
able night to watch us beat 
Northwich Victoria. 

“The success this season 
hasn't really sunk in. 1 know HI 
be chuffed to bits if we do make 
it, but I don’t really want to 
think about it until we get 
there. We’ve had very few high- 
lights and a lot of low lights at 
Halifax.” 

Like '93 when they went 
out of the League? “It felt like 
we'd fallen off the flat earth." 


' , r 5. up' 




Pele makes an impact as he tries to drag Brazilian club football into the modern world 


BRAZIL 



AROUND 

WORLD 


THE 


BY 

RUPERT 

METCALF 


The conflict between Brazil’s 
most famous footballer, Pele, • 
and his compatriot Joao Have- 
langc. the president of world 
football’s governing body, Fifa, 
continues unabated. 

A bill drawn up by Pele. who 
is Brazil's sports minister, to 
modernise the country's do- 
mestic football Is safely on its 
way through parliament. 

Pole’s bill, which has an- 
gered Haveiange. would oblige 
clubs to become privately run 
companies- within two years, 
force them to start paying tax 
and allow them to organise 


their own leagues indepen- 
dent of the current state and 
national federations. Profes- 
sional players will become free 
agents at the age of 20, freeing 
them from ties to their clubs. 

Under the current system, 
dubs arc affiliated to Brazil's 
state federations and must take 
part in competitions organised 
by them and the CBF, the na- 
tional confederation. They arc 
also exempt from paying tax. 

The country's domestic 
football is in a shambolic state. 
The competitions organised 
by the CBF and the slate fed- 
erations are often chaotic, 
crowds are usually pitifully 


small and most clubs have to 
sell their top players abroad. 

Havelangc warned earlier 
this year that Brazil could be 
suspended from Fifa if the bill 
ever becomes law. He said 
that the bill contravenes Fifa 


statutes, which ban govern- 
ment interference in national 
federations. There has been 
speculation, though, that his 
opposition to the bill is hased 
more on his animosity inwards 
Pele than on legal opinion. 


SAUDI ARABIA 



179 DAYS 


UNTIL THE 
START 
OF THE 
WORLD CUP 
FINALS 


Like Iran, Nigeria and Mexico, 
it seems that another country 
bound for the World Cup finals 
are about to ditch the coach 
who guided them to France. 

Saudi Arabia’s fortunes in 
the Confederations Cup, the 
eight-team international tour- 
nament that started yesterday 
which they hosL are the re- 
sponsibility of Otto Pfistcr, 
the German coach who over- 
saw their successful World Cup 
qualifying campaign. However, 
he will then be replaced by Ctr- 
l' * Alberto Parreira, according 
i‘» reports from Riyadh. 


Parreira, who took Brazil to 
their record fourth World Cup 
victory in 1W4, is due to sign 
a one-year contract to take 
charge of Saudi Arabia on 1 
January. He is currently the 
coach of the New York-New 
Jersey MetroStars. and his 
move to the Middle East de- 
pends on an iigreemeni be- 
|ween the Major League 
b0 ^ x ‘ r club and the Saudis. 

“If the Saudi Football Fed- 
eration can't satisfy us, we’re 
not just going to makfc a good- 
W| Satire,” the MetroStars’ 
general manager, Charlie SlU- 
htano, said. 

ftuTe,w “ nD stranger to the 


Gulf. He led Kuwait to the 
World Cup finals in Spain in 
1982 and the United Arab 
Emirates to Italy in 1990. 

NIGERIA 


It has been reported in Lagos 
that Nigeria’s Football Asso- 
ciation has chosen its new 
coach from a short-list of three: 
the former national team coach 
Jo Bonfrere, Bora Mfiutinovic 
(just sacked by Mexico) and 
Teny Venables. The lucky man 
cannot be named, though - 
until Nigeria’s military gov- 
ernment approves the choice of 
the football authorities. 
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A case of ‘bad flight stops play’ at Old Cornfield 


m 

THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


What a nightmare week this 
has been. We were due to 
have the champions play here 
in midweek and we'd arranged 
a special gala night. The high- 
light was to be when our spon- 
sor, Dick D’Aphone of Fan easy 
Wears Pvc, dropped in with a 
bevvy of actresses from the 
award-winning film bleu. She 
Came in a Brown Envelope . 

Tragically, as they began to 
descend from the heavens in 
their curiously shaped pink 
balloon, a gust of wind swept 
the Old Cornfield. The balloon 
stiffened, then went limp as it 
speared into the floodlights 
ejecting its load on to the turf. 

There was no alternative 
but to abandon the match. It 
was a terrible shame because 
we were really up for it but, 
selfless as ever, 1 immediately 
rushed to the scene to see if I 
could tend to the balloon's oc- 
cupants. Unfortunately the 
team were similarly public- 
spirited and, by the time I got 
there, only Mr D'Aphone was 
not receiving attention. 


Ever since, we’ve had the 
builders in and it's a good job 
we are playing away today as 
they still haven't finished the 
job. They have finished the 
club's stock of tea and coffee, 
left muddy footprints all over 
the boardroom and fag ash in 
the dug-out but all we know so 
far is that “illl cost you a pack- 
et" and the youngest one's got 
a crush on Miss Moneyecu. 

On more general matters l 
was surprised to see West 
Brotn trying to prevent Ray 
Harford leaving for OPR 
through the courts, t thought 
chairmen bad given up on that 
idea ever since BJackfarm 
Rovers tried to stop my move 
to Megadosh United. It 
worked, but only until the next 
game. 1 made a few changes, 
the chairman didn't like them, 
and be sacked me at half- 
time. 

He would have sacked me 
earlier but I'd picked myself at 
centre- forward. Nothing wrong 
with that -1 did score a penal- 
ty after all - but the usual cen- 


tre-forward was in goal, the 
keeper was on (he left wing, the 
groundsman at centre-half and 
Auntie Nellie’s paper boy at 
sweeper. All this in a 1-1-3-5 
formation wearing a kit bor- 
rowed from the local pub team 
- odd socks and all. We only 
lost 4-1, the opposition were 
more confused than us. 

Leaving like that meant 1 
didn't get my loyalty bonus but 
it was worth it to join Mega- 
dosh. J'da watertight contract 
there and, when they sacked 
me three months later (I got 
the learn wrong again, only this 
time it wasn't deliberate) I 
got five years salary. If it wasn’t 
for my three cx-wjves (and 
another on the way, though as 
a lone parent she’ll now have 
to get a job) I’d never have had 
to work again. 

Obviously I'd still want to 
work. I wouldn’t last long on 
the guestlist at Slriugvest’s if 1 
was an ex-football manager. 
Look at Big Mick, my prede- 
cessor at the Old Cornfield, 
only last week I saw him turfed 


out of the VTP area leaving me 
to look after his 19-year-old 
daughter. And you do need to 
go to these clubs in my game, 
how else would I be able to 
keep tabs on my players - J 
caught three of them in there 
last Saturday, Saturday morn- 
ing that is, about 2 am. 

Obviously 1 would've 
dropped all three but they 
each gota round in then forked 
out for the kebabs and the taxis 
home. Brains of day but hearts 
of gold. 1 could hardly leave 
them out after that 

But perhaps I should have. 
Defray and Leroy played al- 
right but Duane was sent off 
for bonking over the referee as 
he was being booked. “Un- 
gen tie manly conduct” appar- 
ently but I can't say I blame 
him. I was pretty sick at some 
of the decisions myself. We've 
told the ref we're going to ap- 
peal - we haven’t a prayer but 
it means he can't wash bis kit 
for a couple of weeks as it’s 
evidence. I wonder if he’s got 
a spare. 


Good news on the Christ- 
mas party front. Sir Hirem 
Firem’s negotiating the loan of 
Britannia now HRH doesn't 
want iL We can moor it along- 
side the ground on the Slud- 
gethorpe Ship CanaL It’s going 
to be a classy do: Mutton Jeff 
(the Mop & Bucket's resident 
band), karaoke, the Scrubbers 
from Mars (Sludgetborpe’s 
top strip act), and Bernard 
Manning - lowers the lone a tat 
but no one else w as available. 
Out of courtesy weVe sent an 
invite to Liz and Phil but I 
doubt if they’ll come, they 
probably seen loads of shows 
like that on the boat over the 
years. 

That's something to look 
forward to - unlike today’s 
game. Shaun Prone's out with 
suspected Mad Cow disease 
and Ivor Niggle is also in hos- 
pital, he's having tests for 
anthrax. 

Must dash, we’re doing a 
runner from the hotel. 

Bony Gaffer was talking to 
Glenn Moore 


I? Financial 

experts fear 

for League’s 
lesser lights 


On Thursday, the 
Nationwide League 
. proposed sweeping 
9 changes ta the structure 
' of thegame. Yesterday 


It’s a bright future if you’re a 
Manchester United fan bat for 
anyone else..." 

NeviDeSouthall is in talks with 
Huddersfield. Everton's Welsh 
international goalkeeper has 



financial experts - 
predicted that some 
Second and Third 
Division dubs may still 
lose their full professional 
status- W Casey reports. 

- 4 ™ 

E^pertsjpriiSdt that Second £od 
Third Division clubs could be 
forced trigp part-time in less than 
five years. 

More than three-quarters of 
the .72 Nationwide League dubs 
lostrrioney last year, the League 
as a, whole.. making losses of 
£48m, and on Thursday the 
FootE^RLeague unveiled radi- 
cal pbm£to shake up the com- 
petition 's structure and rules in 
an attempt to increase interest 
and revenue for dubs. 


been offered to the Yorkshire 
dub on loan to help them out of 
a crisis - Vince Bartram returns 
to Arsenal in a week. 

Coventry manager Gordon 
Stiachan has made an inquiry far 
the Ryenpord defender George 
Boateng as he. bids to shore up 
: hfcride. The 22-year-old is rat- 
ed at £4m by his club. 

Tony Daley believes he is on 
the Way to a succeffiful comeback 
after a run-out for Waives re- 
serves. The 30-year-old former 
England and Aston VtUa winger 
appeared for the final 23 minutes 
in Wednesday's Pontins League 
win at Fort \fcle, his first action 
in more than 18 months follow- 
ing an operation to repair a 
ruptured tendon in his knee. 

Sheffield Wednesday have 
released the on-trial striker Pri- 



Bui analysts believe it could 
already be too late to prevent 
smaller clubs from having to go 
se mi-professionaL 

“The amount of money being 
tost at the lower club level means 
it is not possible for these dubs 
to carry on,” William Davies, of 
stockbrokers Albert E Sharp, 
said “Ultimately, the bottom two 
divisions will have to ga part-time 
and that will improve their fi- 
nances substantially.” 

The League’s proposals in- 
dude re-organising the League 
to include a 12-club Super 
League outside the Premier- 
ship, six divisions of 12 dubs each 
and several other structures. 

They also propose awarding 
bonus points for teams leading 
at half-time, points for winning 
margins and even penalty shoot- 
outs at the end of drawn games. 
Bin Davies believes these mea- 
sures smack of “a desperate 
need to try and do something. 
But it’s getting harder and hard- 
er and it’s only gping to gP* worse. 


moz GUha, of Slovenia's Olimpi- 
ja Club. 

Ilkeston have won police 
badkmg to stage their EA Clip re- 
play at home despite recent 
crowd trouble in ihe Dr Martens 
League ride’s first game against 
Scunthorpe. However, officials 
have agreed to reduce the ca- 
pacity of their New Manor 
Ground home to 2350 for the afl- 
ticket replay next Wednesday. 
Seven people were charged af- 
ter trouble at Glanford Park 
last Saturday, when police used 
CS gas for the first time in a 
British ground. 

Thnisia, one of England's 
group opponents in the World 
Cup. are to play a friendly with 
Wales in the build-up to next 
year’s finals. 

The Southend midfielder 
Mike Marsh, 28, is to retire fol- 
lowing persistent knee trouble. 
He played for Liverpool, West 
Ham and Coventry before join- 
ing Southend from Galatasaray 
in 1995. 



Everton's Neville Southall (right) is in talks about a loan move to Huddersfield Photograph: Owen Humph reys/PA 


Maine Road hero climbs on board 


A boardroom reshuffle 
at Manchester City 
yesterday saw a Maine 
Road hero from the past 
return in a position of 
power - promising to 
“rattle a few cages." 

Nick Harris reports. 

Dennis Tueart’s most memo- 
rable contribution to Man- 
chester City's success to dale 
was scoring the winning goal at 
Wembley in the 1976 League 
Cup final against Newcastle. 

Yesterday, as he took his 
place on the board as the nom- 
inee of two senior shareholders, 
John \tardle and Dave Makin. 
he promised to help the club re- 
tain its former status in ihe 
game. 

“I know there is immense 
pressure on directors, particu- 
larly at City, but uy being an ex- 
player walking around 
Manchester.” the millionaire 


promotions company manger 
said. “You get stopped all the 
lime by people who want to talk 
about the club and its problems. 

”1 have always tried to sup- 
port the club, 1 don’t hide that. 
1 have spoken from the heart. 
I desperately want to help them 
get things right.” 

He added: "l will be delving 
into the club to uy to find out 
the real guts of the place. I want 
to know the heart and how it 
ticks, to make suggestions and. 
if that means rattling a few 
cages, so be it.” 

In yesterday’s changes. Col- 
in Barlow and John Duukerley 
(both part of the pact that took 
Francis Lee to power almost 
four years ago) and David Holt 
all stepped down as directors, 
but will be made presidents and 
will retain their shareholdings. 
The financial director, David 
Bernstein, moves up to deputy 
chairman, and a new financial 
chief will be appointed soon. 

The changes come after 


weeks of speculation about the 
control of City, with Sheffield 
United's chairman Mike Mc- 
Donald admitting be had been 
approached to form a consor- 
tium to buy out Lee and the chief 
shareholder. Stephen Boler. 

Boler returned to Man- 
chester from his South African 
home a fortnight ago and it is 
clear that these changes in the 
running of the club have been 
instigated by him to streamline 
his control of Maine Road. 

Meanwhile, as City prepared 
to travel to Birmingham today, 
they transfer listed the former 
Republic of Ireland interna- 
tional Eddie McGoldrick. who 
cost them £30GJXX) when he was 
signed from Arsenal in Sep- 
tember 1996. 

The First Division leaders 
Middlesbrough meet Reading 
without their England Under- 
18 international Anthony Or- 
merod. who has a groin injury, 
but arc kicking to stretch their 
one-week tenure at the top. 


Dave Bassett’s Nottingham 
Forest, who will have to wait un- 
til tomorrow at least to start 
closing the gap when they trav- 
el to Wolverhampton, trill be 
without Chris Ban-Williams 
and Geoff Thomas. Ian Woan 
is doubtful, but Forest will be 
encouraged by the return of 
Steve Stone and Andy Johnson 
trom injury. 

Sheffield United entertain 
Swindon and may recall Jan- 
Age Fjortoft against his old dub. 
Swindon, now five points behind 
the leaders, welcome back their 
leading scorer. Chris Hay, in at- 
tack to partner George Ndah. 
Mark Walters has recovered 
from an ankle injury, while the 
Frenchman Philippe Cuervo 
could start for the first time in 
three months after a groin 
problem. 

West Bromwich have a 
chance to go top if they win at 
Sunderland, and may start with 
Lee Hughes, a scorer five times 
as a substitute this season. 


ter to prove they can do without Ronaldo 


xnazlonale, the Italian 
ue leaders, have 3 chance 
iow that they are not over- 
nt on the brilliant Brazilian 
er Ronaldo when they take 
>-fomi AS Roma at the San 


tie Brazilian is currently on 
national duly in the Con- 
ations' Cop in Saudi Ara- 
id will be absent from Sen: 
the first-time this season, 
o Branca will probably 
ce Ronaldo alongside the 
■hman Youri Djoitoeffi 
[her options, such as 
rinypn Alvaro Recobat the 
■an Ivan Zjunorano or 
izio Ganz, are ruled oul 
variety of reasons, Reco- 
ibo at the Confederations 
Zamorano is still recov- 
from injury and Ganz s 

in a possible transfer 
pith focal rivals Milan- 


Inter will also be without in- 
jured Dutch midfielder Aron 
Winter, but have a strong midfield 
with .Argentinians Javier Zanet- 
ti and Diego Simeone along with 
the Brazilian Ze Elias and ex- 
Roma player Francesco Moriero. 

Despite the absence of 
Ronaldo and others, Inter come 
into the game In buoyant mood 
following an impressive Uefa 
Cup quarter-final qualification 
with a 3-0 midweek win against 
French side Strasbourg. 

Visitors Roma are also con- 
fident after one of their best 
league starts in the last decade. 

Easy 3-0 winners against 
Atalania last Sunday. Roma 
are currently joint third with on 

22 points, fiw P 0 ® 15 bebmd ** 
leaders. Inter. 

They. too. will be without key 
players in Brazilian defenders 
AJdair and Cafu as well as mid- 


fielder Luigi Di Biagio. The 
Brazilians are on international 
duly while Di Biagio is sus- 
pended. 

Either Spanish midfielder 
Ivan Helguera or Daraiano 
Tomassi replaces Di Biagio with 
Matteo ftvoito and Filippo Dal 
Moro coining into defence. 

Roma will field their im- 
pressive attacking trio of the Ar- 
gentinian Abel Balbo, the 
Brazilian Paulo Sergio and 
Francesco Totti. Balbo, scorer 
of 104 5cm’. 4 goals, is sure that 
his side is strong enough to com- 
pensate for the absentees. 

Second-placed Juventus, 
who trail Infer by two poin ts, are 
in high Spirits after qualifying for 
the European Cup quarter-fi- 
nals and visit struggling Pia- 
cenza. Udinese. in fourth place 
behind Roma on goal differ- 
ence. travel to Bari. 


jansen looks to bring down Hearts 


Wim Jansen, the Celtic head 
coach. Is determined to slop 
Hearts’ title charge at Parkhead 
today. Hearts lead the Premier 
Division by two points from 
Rangers, with Celtic a farther 
three points adrift knowing they 
cannot afford to lose at home to 
Jim Jefferies' side. 

Boosted by the £2m arrival 
of the Norwegian. Harald Bral- 
(bakkfrom Rosenborg. Jansen 
now feels he has enough op- 
tions to satisfy his own tactical 
verve. 

“We ran close the gap on 
Hearts to two points if we beat 
them, so I think everyone 
knows the importance of the 
name. 1 * he said. “Heart 1 ' have 
played very well to U>p the table 
with a stable side and it is up 
to us to reduce the lead they 
have. 

■Ji will he a hard game as 


they can play lo a high level and 
1 feel they are genuine title con- 
tenders.” 

The Dundee chief executive. 
Peter Marr, yesterday urged 
Premier Division sides to see 
sense after it emerged they 
will decide next week whether 
to dispense with relegation this 
season. 

At present, the bottom club 
stand to be demoted and re- 
placed by the top first division 
.side - currently Dundee - but 
spokesman for the breakaway 
clubs. Lex Gold, admitted that 
ending promotion is under con- 
sideration. 

-I don't think anybody wants 
a dosed league.' 1 Marr said. 
“The breakaway clubs are say- 
ing ihey don't want farther 
talks, hut surely common sense 
will prevail.” 

Albion Rovers, of the Third 


Division, had their ground 
dosed down yesterday by their 
local authority. That means that 
today's First Division match 
between Hamilton and Airdrie 
is off. Hamilton have been 
groundsharing this season at Al- 
bion and now both clubs must 
find somewhere else to play. 

North Lanarkshire Council 
say that major electrical repair 
and inslaflation works have not 
been carried out to their satis- 
faction and have withdrawn 
the safely certificate. Albion 
hope to start work as soon as 
possible but as it may be some 
time before another safety cer- 
tificate is issued. 

The Hamilton secretary, 
Scott Slrufhers, said: J My dub 
had no prior warning that this 
was to happen and we apologise 
to all supporters.” 

- Simon Buckkmd 


SIDELINES 

Rare trade in Owls 
and Hammers 



THE 

EX-FILES 


The players who have 
moved between West Ham 
and Sheffield Wednesday, 
who meet at Upton Park to- 
day, can be counted on the 
fingers of one hand. They axe a select band in more ways 
than one, however, three of their number having carved a 
niche in football history. 

Joe Gockroft made 217 consecutive appearances at wing- 
half for West Ham and won a War League Cup medal be- 
fore his home was destroyed in the Blitz. Returning to his 
native South Yorkshire, he joined Wednesday, who even- 
tually sold him to Sheffield United. There he became the 
oldest First Divirion debutant at 37‘fa 

In contrast, John Sissons was the youngest to score in 
the FA Cup final when, as a 17-year-old winger, he helped 
West Ham beat Preston in 1964. Having failed to fulfil his 
promise, he was sold to Wednesday and later emigrated 
to South Africa. Bobby Ferguson, Britain’s most expensive 
goalkeeper when West Ham paid Kilmarnock. £65,000 in 
1967, also sampled life at Hillsborough en route to Aus- 
tralia. 

Peter Eustace was a £90,000 signing by West Ham from 
Wednesday in 1969 who was transferred back for £12,000 
and later managed the Owls. Lee Chapman. Steve Whit- 
ton and John Harkes also had spells with both chibs, who 
have another, unsung link. Sid R inks was a forward for 
Wednesday in the 1920s who tended to get his goals in twos, 
lb a tune that Lives on as the Hammers’ anthem, the ter- 
races echoed to: “Binks is always scoring doubles.” 


Ten things 
that 
Newcastle 
Colombian 
striker 
Faustino 
Asprilla 
might be 
missing 
today 


1 Waking up and smelling 
the coffee - one of 
Colombia's biggest pow- 
dered exports. 

2 A lenient rule of Jaw. It 
was announced this week 
that there would be a dra- 
matic reduction in sen- 
tences for mostprisonets, 
to alleviate overcrowding. 

3 Benevolent rulers. The 
government also an- 
nounced that the past 
year’s $lbn (£606m) haul 
of drug barons' assets 
would be given to the poor. 
Lone parents and landless 
peasants can expect a share 
of cash, 2,000 bouses, 500 
planes and 200 boats. 



4 Andean valleys, 
Caribbean beaches and 
Amazonian rainforests. 

5 The fanatical support of 
local gamblers-- although it’s 
sometimes preferablewhen 
they’re not gunning for you. 

6 Fried ants. 

T The magic realism of 
Marquez: myth, dreams 
and harsh reality. Not un- 
like a Ibon army season. 

8 Safe nightlife. 

9 Ancient places of wor- 
ship. (That are not football 
grounds). 

10 Easy access to huge 
amounts of a cheap, pop- 
ular, energy-giving, pow- 
dery white staple. Sugar. 


■am .. 


NAME OF THE GAME 

No 13: CORINTHIANS 


English football played a key part in the development of the 
game in South America around the turn of the century. The 
Corinthians, one of England's most famous amateur clubs, 
made such an impact during a tour of Brazil that when a lo- 
cal side were formed in Sao Paulo in 1910 they were named 
after the English traflblazeTs. The Brazilian Cbrinthians dub 
qtriddy became one of the country's major powers, their most 
famous players including Gflmar, Rivelino and Socrates. 



THIS 

WEEK 


On 14 December 1986, 
Bradford City beat an Eng- 
land XI ride 2-1, a match 
memorable not only for the 
result, but because it was the 
game that marked Brad- 
ford’s return to their reno- 
vated Valley Parade ground 
for the first time since the 
tragic fire which had (tilled 
56 people 19 months previ- 
ously. 

In the match, Don Good- 
man gave the borne ride the 
lead before Paul Mariner 
(playing alongside a retired 
Kevin Keegan and 
Southampton's Peter Shilton ; 
among others) equalised. 
Mark Leonard scored a late . 
goal to ensure a winning re- : 
turn for Bradford. That sea- : 
son ended satisfactorily too. 
Bradford recovered from : 
poor form to finish mid- = 
table in the Second Division, ; 
one place above Barnsley 
and two above Blackburn. ? 




HISTORY 

LESSON 


; Liverpool's visit to Selhurst 
; Park today may cause Steve 
; Cbppell, Crystal Palace's man- 
| ager, to reflect on the 1989- 
; 90 season, when be first took 
the club into the top flight. 

Palace’s matches against 
; Liverpool eight years ago re- 
flected their progress that 
' season. In September they 
were thrashed 9-0 at Anfield 
j in what was John Aldridge’s 
i last match for Liverpool. 
: Only three Liverpool out- 
i field players- David Burrows, 

: Ronnie Whelan and Alan 
; Hansen -failed to score. 

Four months later Palace, 
i their defence reinforced by 
buying Nigel Martyn and 
: Andy Thom, restricted Uv- 
: erpool to a 2-0 win at Sethurst. 

: Finally, when the teams met 
; in April in their FA Cup 
semi-final at Villa Park, 
Palace won 4-3 after extra 
time on arguably the greatest 
day in the club's history. 
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‘Ml I do is pfay my game and the goals are there to look at,’ says West Ham's John Hartson Photograph: Em pics 
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Upton Park reaps 
riches of Hartson 

the trouble-shooter 


First his ability was 
disparaged, then his lifestyle. 
But 22 goals in 32 games has 
silenced the criticism of John 
Hart son’s football and now 
he hopes to refute the 
vilification of his character. 
The West Ham striker has 
proved the bargain of the 
year and will be out to 
emphasise his worth against 
Sheffield Wednesday today. 


John Hartson had a touch of flu ear- 
lier this week so West Ham sent him 
home from training and quarantined 
him. This meant our interview had 
to be conducted on the telephone, 
not ideal but, according to tabloid 
legend probably a blessing in dis- 
guise. If you believe aU you read be 
would have dragged me down the 
boozer for an all-day bender taking 
in the trashing of a hotel before dri- 
ving home. 

“1 don’t know where you got that 
idea from,’' responded the alleged 
Wild Man of Potters Bar when I laid 
that scenario before him. “I live 
with my fiancee, Lowry, and I don’t 
think she’d like me out every 
night; golf's more my relaxation. I 
have the odd night out with the boys 
but no more than the average 22- 
year-old." . 

Hartson admits that: “1 have 
been caught up in a few things the 
last couple of weeks," - notably a 
night out which ended with police in- 
volvement and the ill-advised com- 
ment in his local newspaper column 
after Rio Ferdinand's drink-driving 
arrest that •'we’ve all done it” - but 
adds: “I'm learning the hard way, the 
experience will stand me in good 
stead." 

For a 22-year-old Hartson has al- 
ready acquired a lot of experience, 
good and bad. Swansea born and 
bred, he was spotted as a 10-year-old 
by Luton. Nine years later, half-way 
through his second season in the Hat- 
ters’ first team, he signed for Arse- 
nal for £2J>m, the most expensive fee 
paid for a teenager. Within a month 
George Graham, the man who 
bought him, had been sacked. “I 
didn’t know what to think.” said 
Hartson. “I was just a fad.” 

Initially the change did not affect 
his progress, Stewart Houston took 
over. Hartson kept his place as Ar- 
senal reached the final of the Eu- 
ropean Cup-Winners’ Cup, Hartson 
scoring in the defeat 

Then came Bruce Rioch... and 
Dennis Bergkamp. He was partnered 
with Ian WrighL ‘Two great players,” 
said Hartson. "I was out in the cold.” 
There was no change under Arsene 
Wenger and, last February, Harry 
Redknapp. desperate for a striker to 
keep West Ham up. paid a report- 
ed £5m for Hartson. 

The actual fee was £3.2m which 


may rise to £5m but the latter fig- 
ure took the public eye. Chelsea had 
just bo ug ht Gianfranco Zola for less 
and reaction was harsh, notably 

from the two Dannys. Baker and Kel- 
ly. Then broadcasting on BBC Ra- 
dio Five Live they decried this 
“waste of money” in withering terms 
and appealed to West Ham fans trav- 
elling to Hartson’s debut match at 
Derby to follow suit 

Hartson scored five goals in 11 
games to lift West Ham dear of rel- 
egation and leads this season s charts 
with 17 in 21. A fortnight ago, in a 
rare show of humility. Baker and Kel- 
ly, n ow on Talkback Radio, admit- 
ted their error adding that every time 
he scored it “was like a knife through 
the heart” 

Words to bring a glow of satis- 
faction to Hartson were he inclined 
to put the knife in but, not surpris- 
ingly, he was not listening at the time. 
Nor, bolstered by the security of his 
goals, does he seem bothered by the 
memory of their criticism. 


“If it came from somebody I re- 
spected,” he said, “someone like 


Kenny Dalglish, Ian Rush or Alan 
Shearer, people who\e done some- 
thing in the game, I’d be offended. 
But it’s come from people who 
know nothing about football. 


BY GLENN 
MOORE 


“There is nothing I can do about 
it. It’s not very nice but it's something 
you have to live with. These people 
are just employed by BBC or who- 
ever to stir things up; they’re doing 
their job. 

“The fans have been superb. I 
scored on my home debut Mien we 
beallbttenham 4-3, 1 kissed my shirt 
and the fans realised I was dedicat- 
ed to the dub. I have gone from 
strength to strength since. I’ve been 
fortunate enough to score lots of 
goals and they’ll expect that now but 
I'm confident I will score if I keep 
fit and well. 

“I don’t feel I’ve proved some- 
thing to anyone - or that I’ve 
anything to prove - all I do is play 
my game and the goals are there to 
look at.” 

Worth seeing as well. Naturally 
enough for a barnstorming 14st, 6ft- 
plus centre-forward a fair number 
are headers but he has also been 
thumping shots in from around the 
box at all angles. 

*Tm not playing as well as I can 
but I'm scoring lots of goals so I can’t 
complain. A lot of it is confidence 
and I’m playing in a good side 
which is creating lots of chances. We 
are getting crosses in and Eyel 
Berkovitch has been outstanding, 
he's been laying it on a plate for 


P 




in 


me If we can start winning awisy. 
from borne we'll be in a descent po- 
sition.” IVj. 

Hartson 's immediate ambitions 
are to help Wiles to the European. 
ChaTOp jonship finals - “no disrespect 
but Scotland and Ireland are not dial 
far ahead of us in players, we just 
have to get it together as a team” - 
and West Ham to Wembley. “I went 
to the FA Cup final with Kerry Dixon 
[a team-mate, rival friend and men- 
tor in Hanson's Luton days] and 
thought ‘it would be great for the fans 
if West Ham were here, they’d go in 
their droves'.” 

Wfest Ham’s Wembley prospects 
- they play Arsenal in the quarter- 
finals of the Littlewoods Cup next 
month - are helped by Hartson man- 
aging to avoid suspension. Last sea- 
son he was sent off with Arsenal and 
booked almost every game for West 
Ham. This season he has been com- 
paratively angelic. 

“I had a chat to Harry [Red- 
knapp] before the season and he said 
he wanted me in the team, not sus- 
pended in the stand, so I had a se- 
rious lookat it It is also because I’ve 
been carrying a knee injury so Fve 
not been flying into tackles so much. 
Though I’m still committed I've 
had to curb it I don’t want to say too 
much though as HI might get sent 
off this week and make myself look 


a mug. 

“I got 11 bookings last year but 
three or four of those were very 
harsh. Suddenly I'm a dirty player 
with a bad reputation. People jump 
on bandwagons and point the finger 
at you.” 

His worst offence this season has 
been verbal strongly criticising the 
referee Mike Reed after West H am ’s 
match at Leicester. It added fuel to 
his off-field reputation but his im- 
proved on-field behaviour helped 
him escape heavy punishment - 
unlike, ironically, Danny Baker 
whose departure from the BBC fol- 
lowed criticism of Reed after last sea- 
son’s FA Cup tie between Chelsea 
and Leicester. This helped create the 
climate for Hartson’s accusation 
that Reed was a biased towards 
Leicester. 

“If someone asks me an honest 
question I give an honest answer but 
I’m learning to be careful. Fve had 
a lot of press, good and bad. Peo- 
ple try and make a few quid out of 
you, they sell a little quote some- 
where, there's nothing you can do 
about iL You can’t not talk to any- 
body because dial's not pleasing the 
public - they want to know about 
you. 

“I don’t put anything on, Tm just 
myself. My real mates know me. I 
go to 'fc&les often and see the boys 
from school. They also come to 
watch me play. They've told me 
they're glad Fve not forgotten where 
l come from and I said I'll never do 
that because that’s not the kind of 
guy I am.” 
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No club has a divine right to be in the elite any more 


The Pompey Chimes probably 
rang out with extra gusto on 
Tuesday after beleaguered 
Portsmouth beat Waives 3-2 to 
haul themselves off the bottom 
of the First Division, but 1 bet 
they bad a hollow ring to 

them. 

It’s a sad statistic that a tie 
which, in its postwar heyday 
would have attracted around 
50,000, drew just 8.042-2,660 
short of Pompey’s biggest gate 
this season - and even sadder 
that the majority left the 
ground buoyant just because 
Pompey had recorded their 
fifth win of the season. 

It's a far cry from the good 
old days of 1939, when POm- 
pey beat Wolves in the FA Cup 
final and went on to win back- 
to-back championships the fol- 
lowing decade before Wolves 
gained the ascendancy. But 

then, misty-eyed nostalgia is par 
for the course when you’re a 
deeping gianL and they don’t 
come much more gigantic than 
Woh/es. or more somnolent 
than Portsmouth. 

“Sleeping giant” is one of 
football's more enduring 
cliches, if only because few 
ever actually wake up and 
mosl have inferiority com- 
plexes caused by perennial 
underachievement. It took a 
combination of Kenny 
Dalglish’s acumen and Jack 
Walker's millions to rally 
Blackburn, and the “Messiah” 
no less, to rouse New- 


castle (although one wonders 
whether Kevin Keegan will 
have quite such a stirring ef- 
fect on sleepy Fulham). 

It’s also a term which is rare 
beyond English football True, 
Torino (the Manchester Qiy of 
Italian football) and Genoa 
both fit the bill, languishing as 
they are in Serie B. But in the 
Netherlands and Spain, for ex- 
ample, the game has tradi- 
tionally been dominated by just 
a few teams and very few 
Davids have ever seriously 
challenged the Goliaths. In 
Scotland, where the champi- 
onship has left Glasgow just 12 
times in 50 years, Dundee are 
the closest thing to a sleeping 
giant if only for the 40,000-plus 
crowds they drew during their 
1963 European run. 

In English football, how- 
ever, sleeping giants are as con- 
stant a feature In the game as. 
er. four divisions, threc-up- 
three-down, and two halves: 
among them, (in addition to 
Wolves and Portsmouth) 
Birmingham, Burnley. Ful- 
ham. Huddersfield. Manches- 
ter City. Blackpool Chariton, 
Preston and. arguably. Wist 
Bromwich and Carlisle. 

Bui does a sleeping giant 
ever cease to be a sleeping gi- 
ant? Probably not since the 
potential and the fan base will 
always be there; it's the mon- 
ey that's so often lacking, and 
these days that's a pretty big 
lack. 



OLIVIA 

BLAIR 


ON THE PAIN 
AND PLEASURE 
(MOSTLY PAIN) 
OF FOLLOWING 
PORTSMOUTH 

It’s the reason, for instance, 
why Birmingham. Wolves, Ful- 
ham. and even Chariton and 
Huddersfield, are now 
deemed bigger clubs than 
Portsmouth, whose record 
transfer fee paid remains 
£650,000 ( for Gerry Creaney). 
who failed to pay their wage- 
bill last month, and who still 
have one boot firmly rooted in 
the past. 

To be fair, that's partly 
due to the restrictions on the 
redevelopment of Fratton 
Park, which is the sole option 
currently open to the club af- 
ter plaits for a new stadium on 
the city’s outskirts were tor- 
pedoed by the Department of 
the Environment, and ihey 


couidn'l agree a price with the 
owners of the only other pos- 
sible site, a nearby vacant 
goods yard. But they've made 
the best of u bad job: the ca- 
pacity is up around 17.000 and 
at least it looks like a football 
ground again with the com- 
pleted stand at the Fratton 
End and the north terrace cov- 
ered. But the Milton End is a 
redevelopment non-starter 
since it backs on to houses, 
while the South Stand hasn't 
changed much since 1926. 

Of course, the Teny Ven- 
ables saga has muddied the 
waters. The promised poten- 
tial investors - and El Tel's ap- 
pearances at the training 
ground, allegedly - have been 
as rare as league points, while 
the World Cup qualification 
campaign has shorn the (cam 
of its numerous Australians, 
and wannabe Jamaicans. Paul 
Hall and Fitzroy Simpson. 

However, the malaise at 
Portsmouth is no recent phe- 
nomenon. Call ft perennial un- 
dcrachiuremcnL call it what \nu 
will - it's been the same old sto- 
ry ever since mv dad took me 
to my Gist ever game in 1976. 
in which Pompey were looking 
for their firsl home League win 
(and this was in January ). They 
got it but were relegated to the 
old Third Division in May . and 
slipped down to the Fourth two 
years laier. 

By 1983 they were back in 
the Second Division, and even 


hit the heights in J987. but the 
flirtation lasted just one sea- 
son. In short, it seems - and 
this probably hurls for a club 
with strong naval associations 
- that when the waters gel 
choppy, Pompey simply 
haven't got the sea legs. 

Having said that, at least 
they- have come closer to glo- 
ry than any of the aforemen- 
tioned sleeping giants, namely 
when Jim Smith steered a 
side containing the tikes of 
John Beresford and a prodi- 
gy called Darren Anderton to 
within a John Barnes free-kick 
of the 1992 FA Cup final. But 
Ihc heart of ibat team was 
ripped out and sold on. and it 
was back to (he status quo. 

Never mind status quo; it 
now appears that Pompey s fu- 
ture could rest on the persua- 
sive powers of Brian Howe of 
Bad Company fame, an exiled 
Porlsmoulhian who’s trying 
to encourage an American 
millionaire to invest in the cluh. 

But it's still pic in the sky, 
and the proposition is hardly 
an attractive one. Twenty-five 
years ago. the then chairman 
John Deaeon talked about 
restoring the club to its right- 
ful place among the elite. But 
as sleeping giants know only 
too well, no dub has that di- 
vine right any more, and in 
RnmpcyS case ft’s First Divi- 
sion safety that’s Ihe goal. The 
cry must surely be not play up 
Pompey, but wake up Pbmpey. 




A blessed relief to the City pain in Spain 


As a child in Manchester, I 
knew a boy who owned a 
rather interesting football 
shirt. Its colours were neither 
sky blue or red, and he was a 
Liverpool supporter anyway, 
so I had no idea what this 
partly wine-coloured jersey 
wrapped round his ribs was. 
When he said it was from 
Barcelona, 1 thought nothing 
of it because, like most eight- 
year-old Mancunians, f had 
no idea where Barcelona was. 

My first exposure to Bar- 
ca as a playing side was after 
my football -Supporting neme- 
sis had waltzed into school af- 
ter he had seen Manchester 
United trounce Barca. 

One of the Barca team my 
10-ycar-old self hadn't heard 
of. His name? Diego 
Maradona. This appeared to 
mean something to my red- 
nosed colleague. As a 
bluenose who saw United 
win the cup 10 days after 
City’s 1983 relegation, my in- 
stinct was to feel affinity to 
the underdogs. How little 1 
understood. 

Years later. [ opted to 
learn Spanish at school. Af- 
ter the nightmare of Latin. 
I wasn't going for any more 
of that nominative, ac- 
cusative. genitive nonsense 
essential to German. In 
fourth year. I was offered an 
exchange visit with a lad 
m... Barcelona. Once 1 had 
ROen a postcard of the Nou 
<-amp. I knew why [ wanted 


to slay with a stranger called 
David. His family was keen 
to show me the Gaudi ar- 
chitecture. the Ramblas, the 
site of what was to become 
the Montjuic Olympic Sta- 
dium, the Ciutadeila Park 
etc, but I was waiting for the 
big one: Nou Camp. We wit- 
nessed a 2-0 win over Rac- 
ing Santander from the 
uppermost echelons, deriv- 
ing as much fiin from my pa- 
per darts as from ' the 
football. Gome on. I was only 
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14! One Gary Winston 
Lineker wa .s j n Venables’ 
side, and he scored both 
goals. Marvellous. 

Fast forward five years I 
was there to improve my 

Span, i b - I was lucky 
enough to witness a Barca- 
Madrid game. That season, 
Barcelona won the title and 
ihc European Cup. which 
provided me with two of my 

rem 7 Cr nigfHS «H- I re- 
turned several times, seeing 

fw a v ? panynlatSarriain 

and one „f Ronald 

^rfomanws (wo years lat. 

»n which he scored twice. 


Nevertheless, I have be 
asked why Barca appeals 
me. After all, aren’t they tl 
Manchester United of Spai 
Both sets of f ans think t] 
right to win is theirs, they b 
come indignant when tl 
right is challenged by any or 
yet they don't like being r 
minded that, despite clair 
of being the biggest, most si 
cessful clubs in the worl 
their deadliest rivals. Live 
pool and Real Madrid r 
spectively, have won at les 
three more European Cu 
than their own team, sure 
the most effective yardstii 
for greatness. 

By rights, then, I shou 
hale Barca. But it is my bit 
luxury, my compensation f 
following my team to dru 
bings in places such as (ai 
others even bleaker tha 
Barnsley. Like an office g, 
who stares longingly at pi 
lures of Keanu Reeves, b 
who still wouldn't swap hi 
for her Sunday League-pla 
ing brickie husband, I mig 
like to wish that Hris 
Stoicfakov and Giovan 
could join Georgi Kinklad: 
and Kevin Horlock, but I st 
stood there in 1992 with am 
hon wild-eyed Catalans wi 

the distinct feeling that I 
still rather have been on tl 
Kippax. a month ear lit 
watching City stuff Leed 
eventual champions th; 
year, by four goals to nod 
Wouldn't you? 
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Oq£ Rivals in dogfight for the right to chase United 


Pour of the Premiership’s 
top five meet today in a 
programme that will help 
define who are best 
suited to challenge 
Manchester United. 

Guy Hodgson looks at the 
weekend ahead, while 
M ck Harris (below) 
analyses the programme 
match by match. 


There are good times and bad 
times to have the weekend off. 
Sometimes a team can endure 
their rivals creeping up or past 
them while they idle away the 
hours ai Sky's behest today 
Manchester United can watch 
their main rivals inflict damage 
on each other. 

While United do not play As- 
lon Villa until Monday nigh? , die 
four teams immediately behind 
them meet today, knocking 
lumps and points off each oth- 
er. Second-placed Chelsea meet 
Leeds (fifth) while Blackburn 
(third) travel to Arsenal 
(fourth), with all four aware they 
cannot afford to give the cham- 
pions a further advantage. 

That was underlined last 
week. Arsenal defeated New- 
castle at Si James’ Park last Sat- 
urday almost to the day when 


they prevailed on Tyneside to go 
top of the Premiership 12 
months earlier. United, em- 
broiled in the Champions’ 
League, were only sixth on that 
occasion and still went on to win 
the League by seven points. 
The fact that they are top at this 
stage of the season is ominous. 

Chelsea are nearest to their 
coat-tails, three points behind, 
which is a tribute to Ruud Gul- 
lit’s management of a team 
whose key players are either ap- 
proaching the footballing wa- 
tershed of 30 or have long since 
waved it goodbye. Only he will 
know who is playing today. The 
rest of us do not have a chic. 

‘They have some excellent 
players,” said Gunnar Halle, 
the Leeds defender who will at- 
tempt to halt an attack which 
scored six at Tottenham last 


week. “But the way Ruud Gul- 
lit picks his side even my Nor- 
wegian team-mate, lor Andre 
Flo, who got a hat-trick, can’t 
be sure of playing." 

It does not make it easy for 
opposing managers, either, 
when they may have to counter 
the air force of the 6ft 2in Flo 
or the groundswell of the 5ft 6in 
Gianfranco Zola. Throw in (he 
contrasting styles of Mark 
Hughes and Gianluca Vialli 
and ihc opposition need centre- 
backs who can adapt over and 
again. Tt’s the kind of game you 
look forward to as a coach.” 
George Graham said, “pitting 
your wits against some of the 
bed. players in the Premiership.” 

Chelsea have lost only once 
since 26 October, a spell in 
which Leeds have accumulated 
four wins and a draw. They are 


the two form teams and the only 
clubs to haw matched Old Thaf- 
ford’s greed for points. 

Only Arsenal have beaten 
United since then, a win which 
was squandered by successive 
defeats. As ever, suspensions 
cloud Arseae Wenger's calcu- 
lations for the visit of Blackburn 
and he has to decide whether to 
risk the fit-again Patrick Vieira, 
who is just a booking away from 
missing a Christinas programme 
which includes Tottenham and 
Leeds. At least Sieve Bould has 
served his three-match ban. 

Of course, if Tottenham play 
like they did in the second half 
against Chelsea you could put 
out your youth team and get a 
favourable result, and then- 
new coach, Christian Gross, 
maybe forced to use Sol Camp- 
bell at Coventry, even though 


his shoulder still hurts him. 

T warn to do what I can for 
the dub in this difficult time,” 
the England defender said. Now 
if all Spins’ highly paid players 
could say the same they would 
not be three points of the bot- 
tom of the table. 

Everton, like Tbttenham, are 
a dub of ifs and many buts, and 
another loomed on Monday 
evening; if only Everton’s de- 
fence could deal with attacks as 
adroitly as their chairman. Pe- 
ter Johnson’s masterly manipu- 
lation of events at the dub’s 
annual meeting left his critics 
frustrated. Now the hard part 
comes: being similarly profi- 
cient cm the field. 

Everton, second bottom, 
have gained two points from 
their last seven matches since 
beating Liverpool in October, 


and as their manager, Howard 
Kendall, said to forts on Mon- 
day: “We know yon deserve 
better.” They can begin to put 
that right against Wimbledon 
today. 

The are due a bounce-back 
as Neil Ardley, Wimbledon’s 
midfielder conceded. “We can- 
not go to Goodison with the at- 
titude they are bottom,” he 


fighting for their lives. They hare 
been unlucky recently ” 

So have Barnsley, who could 
have been four points better off 
from their matches against 
Leeds and Sheffield Wednesday 
but finished with none. It ap- 
pears that the effort required just 
to match teams in the Premier- 
ship leaves them flagging after 
an hour, and opponents take ad- 
vantage. At leak Danny WDson’s 


team are faring, Newcastle Unit- 
ed, who have foiled to score in 
their last two Premiership 
matches. 

Ron Atkinson's Wednesday 
revival feces its stiffest test to 
date with an appointment with 
the Premiership's leading scor- 
er, Wsst Ham’s John Hartson. 
while Southampton (four suc- 
cessive defeats) and Leicester 
(one win in five matches) will de- 
sire points for differing reasons 
at The Defl. 

If anxiety is your drug, how- 
ever, the best venae axikl be Sel- 
huist Fade, where Liverpool’s 
dwindling credibility as title 
challengers badly needs a lift. 

Another defeat and the natives, 
already restless, wiD be positively 
hostile by next weekend, when 
the team meets their bSte noire 
of recent seasons, Coventry. 



Arsenal v Blackburn 

Bergfcamp Q Leading scorer Sc 


Leading scorer 
Last season; l-l 


Sutton Q 



...And statistics 


Ars£ne Wenger will make a late decision on whether to recall Patrick 
Vieira, who returns to the squad after four games out injured, but 
is only just back in full training. Steve Sould has cleared a three- 
match ban and is available again but may be on the substitutes' bench 
after Tony Adams and Martin Keown both performed well in the 
Gunners' I -0 win at Newcastle last week. Gilles Grimandi is still sus- ' 
pended. Ian Wright is likely to start again up front alongside Den- 1 
nis Bergkamp. 

Blackburn have added teenage striker James Beattie to their squad. 
Beattiels only senior start for Blackburn came against Arsenal at Ewood 
Park H months ago. Beattie has scored 15 times in the reserves this 
season, including twice against Manchester United on Thursday. Floy 
Hodgson will be probably be without Damian Duff who has a thigh 
injury. Hodgson is still looking fora new striker with Martin Dahlin 
struggling with injury and Chris Sutton set to serve a one-match 
suspension. There is a slight doubt over full-back Jeff Kama (ankle). 


Barnsley v Newcastle 

Rectfurn 7 Leadmg scorer Barnes, AspriJIa 6 

Last season: No fixture 


Barnsley's Arjan de Zeeuw and Peter Markstedt both missed Mon- 
day's 2- 1 Yorkshire derby defeat at Sheffield Wednesday with groin 
and neck injuries respectively. While Markstedt is fit again, De Zeeuw 
is doubtful for a game in which South African international Eric Tin- 
kler is bade in contention. Tinkler, who returned in midweek after 
playing for his country in their defeat against Brazil on 5unday, will 
immediately fly out after today* game to link up with toe South 
Africans for the Confederations Cup event in Saudi Arabia. 
Alessandro Pistone is very doubtful for Newcastle today. The for- 
mer Internationale defender injured his back in Wednesday's Cham- 
pions League 2-0 victory over Dynamo Kiev and his chances of playing 
are small. John Beresford (thigh strain) is close to full fitness after 
recovering and he could return in place of the kalian. Kenny Dalglish 
also has three more of his players dose to match fitness after in- 
jury. Warren Barton (thigh). Steve Howey (blistered feet) and Ian 
Rush (knee) should all be in contention or dose to ittoday. 





Chelsea v Leeds 

LettSng scorer Wallace K) 

Lost season: 0-0 


Tore Andre Flo's first hat-trick in English football at Tottenham last 
week means he will keep his place in the Chelsea side. With Mark 
Hughes beginning a three-match ban. Flo will partner Gianfranco 
Zola up front at the expense of Gianluca Vialli Nigerian Cdestine 
Babayaro (foot) is a doubt for Ruud Gullit, although Steve Clarke is 
available and Andy Myers and Danny Granville came through a re- 
serve match unscathed in the week and are in the squad 
Jimmy Hasselbaink is likely to replace Harry Kewell in the Leeds at- 
tack as the Australian international is currently playing in the Con- 
federations Cup in Saudi Arabia. Hasselbaink should be preferred 
to Derek Lilfey. despite the Scot scoring two goafs and setting up 
the third in a 3-1 reserve team win over Tranmere on Thursday 
Captain David Hopldn returns after a three-game ban to the mid- 
field. with Lee Bowyer likely to make way, while South African Lu- 
cas Radebe plays his last game . for two weeks because of 
Confederations Cup duty followed by a two-match suspension. 


Coventry v Tottenham 

alin B Leadmg scorer Gioota 5 

Last season: (-2 


Paul Williams and Willie Boland are suspended for Coventry, while 
Gary Breen and David Burrows face forthcoming bans. Gary McAl- 
lister and Nod Whelan are expected to start together in midfield 
for the first time since Coventry won 2- i at Tottenham in May, the 
result that kept them in the Premiership. McAllister (knee) missed 
last weekend’s 3-0 defeat at Aston Villa but will play despite not be- 
ing folly fit Darren Huckerby is under treatment for an ankle injury 
and if he doesn’t play his place will go to Simon Haworth. 
Third-bottom Tottenham will be without Sol Campbell after his fail- 
ure to folly recover from a shoulder injury. He returned to training 
this week but has not progressed sufficiently to feature. John Sola 
(cheek fracture and . damaged rib) h» volunteered topfey but will 
not Ramon Vega k suspended, and Chyten Gro« w,ll probably 
recall Gary Mabbutt and switch Colin Caiderwood tack into de- 
fence. Andy Sinton has recovered from a foot injury snd Darren 
Andertonis included in a squad that also features Jose Dom.nguez. 


§A Crystal Palace v Liverpool rg 

I K J. I aafflnf SCOTS!* f° W ^ er 9 



United and Chelsea lead the goal rush 


: Stwppar k yS 


Leading scorer 
i season: No fixture 


If it is goals you want to see, look no further 
than the Premiership. The last six weeks have 
produced a remarkable run of goalscoring: 
the 52 Premiership games played since the 
end of October have produced 160 goals, at 
an average of just over three per game. 

Overall, Premiership goalsconng this sea- 
son (average 1.39 goals per team per game) 
is up 10 per cent on last year (1.28). if the 
present pattern continues the season’s rate 
will be one of the highest in the top division of 
English football in the last 30 years. 

Behind the figures, however, are trends 
which might be considered less healthy. The 
Nationwide League is not enjoying any in- 
crease in goalscoring, while the Premiership 
figures appear to confirm the growing divide 
within the top flight 

Seven of the Premiership's 20 dubs - 
Manchester United, Chelsea. Derby, Arsenal, 
Blackburn, Sheffield Wednesday and Liver- 
pool - have scored half the goals. To narrow 
the scoring down even further, Manchester 
United (average 2.53 goals per game) and 
Chelsea (2.41) are streets ahead of the field; 
the Premiership average is 1 .39 and all the 
other 18 clubs are averaging fewer than two 
goals per game. 


In addition, a major fac- 
tor in the increased over- It 
all rate is the number of V 
one-sided matches. For 
example, a team has 
scored six goals or more «k\ 
on five occasions so far 
this season, which already 
equals the highest total figure % : 
fora whole Premiership cam- m, 
paign. 

Historically, the improved y\ 

scoring rates in the Premiership 
this season go only some way to- ] 

wards recovering tost ground: even * 

at the current rate goals are in shorter *7-' 
supply than they were 40 years ago. f* 
At the start of the 1960s teams in the ^ 
old First Division averaged 1 .86 goals 
per game. The more defensive strategies 
adopted after England's 1966 World Cup 
victory brought the figures steadily down and 
between 1968 and 1980 the figure never rose 
above 1.33. The 1980s brought about a small 
revival - perhaps fired by the incentive of 
three points for a win - but toe figures have 
dropped slightly in recent years. 


jppfy than they were 40 years ago. 
ttoe start of toe 1960s teams in the 


Goals Games Average 
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Chelsea 41 17 2.41 

ItesfiyV. . . . 30 \ "..fe. 7. i.$8 . : 
Arsenal 31 17 1.82 
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Six or more goals in a game by 
one team (Premiership matches) 

Goals 
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Gianfranco Zola's goals have 
helped Chelsea Into second 
position in the Premiership 
goatecoring chart 


Goals per game: 7]?e Premiership’s best records 
over a whole season 


...and the worst 



Statistics: Brian Sears 



Season 

Goals 

Games 

Average 


Season 

Goals 

Games 

Avera 

;Man United 

1996-97 

J6 ' 

.38 

2.00 

Leeds 

1996-97 

-28:."; 



Newcastle 

1993-94 

82 

42 

1.95 

Crystal Palace 

1994-95 

34 

42 

0.81 

Man United 

. 1995-96 

73 : ; 

38: ’ 

1.92 

Nottm Forest -■ 

1996-9? 

. 81 


"0.821 

Newcastle 

1996-97 

73 

38 

1.92 

Ipswich 

1993-94 

35 

42 

0.83 

; Blackburn 

1994-95 

'80 ; 

: 42- . 

1.90 

Ipswich 

1994-95 • 

36 V 1 


: :Q.W 

Man United 

1994-95 

80 

42 

1.90 

Man City 

1995-96 

33 

38 

0.87 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: HOW THEY STAND 
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■wived, Dyer and Roberts toe a f B SheffWed 

injury and. is unBrely to start although he ^ 

Robjpnes played in a reserve game w will con- | IS jrottenhain 


2 Chelsea 
-.3 Bfacfcbuni • 

4 Arsenal 
7 b:; Leeds . . . 

6 Leicester 
Deity; ... •' ■= , 
8 L iverpool 
Newcastle 

10 Wimbledon 

11 West Ham 

12 Asron Villa 
W SheffWed 
l4jCPafoce 

15 Bofepb 

16 Coventry 

17 Isootharapton 


1 to 6 5 

i. 2p 7~T0 : ft V’ 

f (3 ^ 

V7i3 7j^Y 

2 >2 ? 4 

3 19 9 2 


n u/i www ** °«* WTTt*rdof> iHy: I* Dec Snjthan’ptoti (Afc 
L WUffWnr 10 Jan G:ventry {Hi: IS Jan Evert'vr (A| 

14 i un i ui Hondw Wirfcl5<Jon lAi; 20 Dec Lcxesier IH), 

” LWLLW a C»y. Tofua-daff. (At. 10 Jan Lee^ (Hi 

tf; wwvirwp 

A ninum 24 Dee Arvrrvn (A). 20 Oet Shcfl" vim (H). 

0 DLflwp ID hn Agon ym lA>. 17 ly iVfi 

■fe wumwj 

r, nwi un 24 Leeds 28 Dee Ncwcasde (A), 
p 10 Jan Wgritaedcin Mr. 17 Jan letteaer fAX 

'•Oi V-JSmmSiT •.?*_ tieeCvtx: 


10 10 

•15.7 13 

a m 


?DWWIL; 

LWLLW 

ixWyft- 

LDWLW 

LWWWW 

DWLLD 

worn. 

^yyWLLt ;• 

LLLWL 

7uJLU>r 

DLWU. 


MoncUir Arteral pH); 24 Dec Chehe* {Ai. 
^ _ 

H> jqn a&Ffly/Hi-WjBn Torowft ^ 

24 Dec Tvtaiham |H|. 28 Dec t«ds (fit 
» jan lea.eflCf rH>, 17 Jan fifrytim tA) 

24 Oec ejscibffti OecLelceswi/Oi r l^ 
-iiojefrflei yy ~y. 
24 Dec Soueiaffpion (Hf. 28 Dec B!ad*um (Afc 
W jan Erfeton (HL f7 Jm Barrrier' l'A). 

Dec iirni;;o«3 E?k 

. ; ro jryihai^rQ : 

24 Dec VWW Ham [Aj. 2fl Dec Man Uid fHL 
W Jan Chet*a i.ai )7 jan Arenal (HI. 

. 24 

24 Dec Aston Vila (Ac 28 Dec Arysal (HI. 

M Jan t-bn Ut<J (A): 17 Jan Wen Hgn (He 

24 Dee Botew iA).26 Dec C*erty (Hfc 
10 Jan Wcrst Han (AJ. 17 Jan Cnual ftbee (H): 



Everton v Wimbledon 

marten. Leading scorer Cort 6 


Cacbmanm 
Speed 5 


Leading scorer 
Last season: (-3 
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Everton will be without suspended Slaven Bilic and Duncan Fergu- 
son today Manager Howard Kendall has named teenage striker Darv- 
ny Cadamarteri in the starting line-up to play alongside Nick Barm by. 
while Carl Tiler will continue in defence. Kendall has also brought 
in the teenagers Phil Jevons and hands Jeffers (still only 16) and both 
will be on the bench. Everton's three wins this season have all come 
at home, but even if they are successful in securing a fourth today, 
it may not be enough to lift them out of the relegation zone. 
Wimbledon will be without Geri Hughes and Chris Perry. Hughes 
is ruled out again through suspension, as is defender Perry. Man- 
ager Joe Kinnear has been without injured Scottish defender Brian 
McAllister recently so. with only Dean Blackwell as a recognised cen- 
tral defender, he may switch Kenny Cunningham from right-back to 
the middle of the defence and draft in Alan Kimble, who replaced 
Carl Cort against Southampton last week. Efen Ekoku (ankle) has 
an outside chance of recovery after being injured for nearly a month. 


Southampton v Leicester 

Davtat (0 Leading scorer Marshall 7 

Last season: 2-2 


Matt Le Tissier will not find out until today whether he will start 
for the Saints, who are anxious to end a run of three successive 
Premiership defeats. Le Tissier was substituted during the 1-0 loss 
to Wimbledon last weekend and his place is under threat from the 
fit-again Norwegian international Egil Ostenstad, who has not start- 
ed a game since October following surgery on his ankle but replaced 
Le Tissier at Selhurst Park. If the out-of-form Le Tissier is dropped, 
Ostenstad, could be part of a three-man front line alongside Kevin 
Davies and David Hirst Robbie Slater is on international duty while 
left back Lee Todd is ruled out with a groin problem. 

Em3e Heskey returns from a three-match suspension to bolster Leices- 
ter's attack. Steve Guppy and Steve Vtelsh join an 18-man squad af- 
ter missing last week's l-i draw against Crystal Palace throu^i illness. 
Manager Martin O'Neill will recall all three with Steve Claridge, Rob 
Ullathome and Stuart Campbell expected to be relegated to the 
bench. Leicester are likely to drop from the top six unless they win. 


West Ham v SheffWed 

Hanson 17 Leading scorer Di Canio 9 

Last season: 5*1 


West Ham striker Raul Kitson (groin) should start his first game for 
nearly three months. If he does start, it wiH be partnering John Hart- 
son qp front Right wipg-backAndy Inrpey is challenging for Tm Break- 
er's place, but John Moncur has had a flu problem all week and is 
unlikely to feature. Goalkeeper Ludek Miklosko has a recurring neck, 
injury and it is likely that Craig Forrest who has had a similar prob- 
lem, will return to the side, especially in light of Mikfosko's two er- 
rors handing Derby both goals in last week's 2-0 defeat 
Ron Atkinson is likely to name an unchanged Sheffield Wednesday 
line-up for today's trip to London following Monday's 2-1 Yorkshire 
derby victory at home to Barnsley. The only switch could be the 
return of Jon Newsome to the starting XI if he has recoveied from 
a groin strain which kept him out of that win. New signing Midas 
Alexandersson. a £750.000 buy from IFK Gothenburg, is likely to 
be on the bench, while captain Peter Atherton remains unavailable 
through suspension. 


Tomorrow 

Bolton v Derby 

Leading scorer Wanctope 10 
Last season: No fixture 


Bolton, looking for their third consecutive home win, have doubts 
over goalkeeper Keith Branagan (groin) and Gerry Taggart (groin) 
for tomorrow’s game at the Reebok Stadium. If Branagan fails to re- 
cover from the injury he sustained in the 3-1 defeat at Blackburn 
last week. Colin Todd has a replacement in Gavin Ward, the for- 
mer Bradford goalkeeper who has not played in a League match for 
10 months. Taggart pulled up after 25 minutes of a midweek, 
reserve game and manager Todd will keep faith with the central 
defensive partnership of Mark Fish and Andy Todd to combat the 
threat of Paulo Wfcnchope and Dean Sturridge. 

Derby will be looking to emulate the home form, that has seen them 
unbeaten at Pride Pari: in the Premiership this season, on their trav- 
els. The influential Italian playmaker Stefano Eranio has recovered 
from a head injury sustained in the 2-0 win over WSsst Ham last 
week and is expected to start The Croatian Igor Stimac, who re- 
turned from injury against the Hammers, is expected to continue 
his recovery by leading his side out as captain ag^in. 



FAIR PLAY LEAGUE 

IWam Games AuWm P» /ve 

1 G Wfflard 3 3 37 52 are 

2 G Barber J 3 3449 544 

3 M Read .7 I 3338 343 

4 PDufdn 11 2 4656 509 

5 GPofl 10 3 3449 430 

6 SDunn .7 1 2732 457 

7 G AShby 8 1 31 36 450 

8 MWtey 3 £ 2638 422 

9 U Rennie ......10 i 3742 420 

10 J Winter 102 3242 533 

tf DEUflray ,10 1 3742 420 

12 P Jones 8 2 2333 413 

13P Alcock A 0 31 31 388 

WMBodenham8 0 3030 £75 

BAWfcte 10 2 27 37 370 

iSNBany 9 1 273Z356 

T7D Galfagher ..TO 2 2333 030 
teK Burge ..8 0 2323 288 

IBS Lodge 3 0 19 S 2ft 

(RowanWp narfw; tatetei awnfluno# 
fMcudzSpB. w*r tpH 


UNFAIR PlAYLLAGyE 

n RWMwPB fm 

1 Bolton 17 4 3353 012 

2 Everton 173 3752 3D6 

3 Coventry 17 3 3651 300 

4 Chelsea T7 3 31 46 2.71 

5 Arsenal 171 3843 253 

6 Blackburn ....17 3 2643 253 

7 C Palace 18 2 3444 244 

8 Leeds 17 1 3540 235 

9 Shaft Wad ..,.17 2 2838 224 

10 Derby 17 0 3434 ZOO 

11 VWst Ham,... IB 0 3535 104 

12Liverpool 16 1 2631 1S4 

13 Newcastle ....15 1 2126 1.73 

■WManUW 17 0 2727 159 

15 Southampton? 0 2727 159 
16TaHenfjam....17 1 2227 159 

17 Barnsley 17 0 2525 147 

18 Leicester 171 1921 141 

■©Wimbledon ..16 0 2525 139 

3) A Vila 17 1 18 23 135 

ff^mim^nmB^kKkMkuabmiknoa 
gamut Satf twos: flats, imw ipc 





Juniper, coxed by Alistair Potts, have a winning lead as they approach Chiswick Bridge ahead of Angelica, coxed by Suzie Ellis, in Cambridge's Boat Race trial yesterday Report, page 21; Photograph; David Ashdown 


CRICKET: CHAMPIONS' TROPHY 


England next as Lara gets back on the runway 


The West Indies may be 
in turmoil, but they 
proved too good for 
Pakistan yesterday. 

Derek Pringle, in Sharjah, 
saw them regain some 
self-respect after a 
humiliating Test-series 
defeat. 


When great dynasties fall they 
can do so with either a whim- 
per or a bang. Last week, when 
15 years of West Indies domi- 
nation was unequivocally ended 
in Karachi, with their first series 
whitewash for 69 years, the re- 
tort was heard all around the 
cricketing world. 

Australia may have been 
the first team to show the West 
Indies they were mortal, but 
Pakistan have been the first to 


show them what it is like to 
wake up wearing paupers’ rags. 

It may not last, for few, save 
South Africa, have been able to 
rival Pakistan on their own hard- 
baked sofl. Nevertheless, hu- 
miliation is not a word that has 
been in the-Caribbean vocabu- 
lary since Australia thrashed 
them in 1974-75, and they are not 
taking kindly to it with. 

Confronted with a fragile 
batting line-up and an ageing 


bowling attack, old inter-island 
squabbles, buried during the 
heady years of domination, have 
returned. 

Courtney Walsh, the cur- 
rent but by no means established 
captain, admitted that many 
would probably consider the 
West Indies second favourites to 
England when their Caribbean 
tour begins next month. 

“I know a lot of people have 
written us off already,” he said. 
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7 Ladle’s out, in vessel, 
required for service 
(6.2) 

9 Diverted, one day. 
around Mull? (6) 

10 Rift with fellow canon 
(4) 

1 1 Vehicle for theatrical 
director (10) 

12 Pianist's musical when 
beard with part of kev 
( 6 ) 

14 Spoon one found in 
cold mug (8) 

15 Plant with yellow char- 
acter died (6) 

17 Attentive, but missing 
American scene of 
shooting (6) 

20 Rotund property? (5-3) 

22 File to trim round plug 
( 6 ) 

23 A factor likely to dis- 
rupt a case (10) 

24 Charge for measure of 
drink (4) 

25 Decline grant again? 

( 6 ) 

26 Rashly insures about 
500 and odd articles (8) 


1 Goofy bobo injected 
with friend’s hype (8) 

2 Stroke negotiating 
shallow bend round 
lake (4) 

3 Was he always on the 
make? (6) 

4 Fruit for girl building 
up a quantity of wine 
( 8 ) 

5 Shot (but not cricket ) 
(3.2^) 

6 Mostly brass one the 
European drawer (6) 

8 Fish, flat one con- 
sumed (6) 

13 Artful type's making 
best pot (4-6) 

16 Find rare forms sensi- 
tive to radiation (8) 

18 TWists. taking chances 
accepting one draw (8) 

19 Pales from Sunday 
drinks (6) 

21 Unaccustomed, being 

new (6) 

22 Reduction in pop band 

W 

24 Imperial, but not Eng- 
lish, poet? (4) 


“But the series will be good for 
us and I’m looking forward to 
it. It will be a great test of char- 
acter to prove to people that one 
bad tour is not the end of us." 

A mnsummate professional, 
as well as a decent man, Walsh’s 
tether has recently been tested 
more by his own than by any 
opponent. Denying that there is 
a split between him and Brian 
Lara, Walsh pledged himself, if 
selected, to play against England 
irrespective of who was captain. 
Ironically, his chances of re- 
taining the job will probably 
rest on the outcome of todays 
one-day match against England. 

However, if Adam Hollio- 
ake’s one-day specialists were 
perhaps expecting to pul another 
nail in the coffin of West Indies 
cricket, yesterday's match 
against Pakistan in the Cham- 
pions' Trophy, revealed that the 
corpse, far from being laid out. 
is sitting boll upright. 

Aided and abetted by a lam- 
entable fielding performance 
from Wfcsim Akrum's learn, the 


West Indies batting, recently vil- 
ified by team manager dive 
Lloyd, looked a different outfit. 
It helps when Lara returns to 
something near his best, but 
there were still signs that Wesi 
Indies unsubtle brand of cricket, 
particularly their pace bowling, 
is ill-suited to the shorter game. 

Mind you, there is not much 
a cove can do when Shahid 
Afiridi, Pakistan’s teenage 
pinch-hitter, keeps clearing the 
ropes and opening bowler 
Franklyn Rose will have found 
last night’s learning process 
particularly painful. 

Lara has been having a lean 
time of it with the bat and when 
he first came in yesterday, be 
ducked and scratched about like 
a newly-hatched chick. What 
was plain is that he needed to 
slick at the crease. 

As the overs went by the 
precision and the audacious 
power returned in spectacular 
fashion. Like Sachin Tendulkar 
in England's first match. Lara 
had little trouble in middling the 


SHARJAH SCOREBOARD 


West Indies won toss 
WEST INDIES 

P A VfeJIace c Inzamam b Saqtan32 
S C WBams c Wasm b Shahid 77 

B C Lara c Azhar b Wasim 88 

C L Hooper st Mom b Saqlain ....17 
P V Simmons c Aarrir b Saqlain 22 

S Ghanderpaul not out — 16 

F A Rose b Wbsini 2 

tO WBiams c and b WasJm ^...0 

R N Lewis not out 1 

Extras (01 t>6, WT2, nbl) 20 

Total (tor 7, SO overs) 275 

Fall: 1-81 2- tea 3-217. 4-243, 5-266. 
6-271 7-271 

Old not baC M v Diton, 'C A 
Walsh. 


Bowling: Wastm Akram 10-0-62-3; 
Waqar Younis 10-0-63-0; Saqtain 
Mushtaq 10-0-35-3; Azhar Mah- 
mood 10-0-61-0; Shahid AfrldJ 
10-0-57-1 


The first fisc c or rect votnfions to (Us week's puzzle opened next Tbors- 
daj receive hanflwKlsed copits of the Oxford Dictloaaiy of Quotations. An- 
swers end winners' names will be published next Saturday. Scad sofadoos 
to Saturday Crossword, E Q. Box 4018, The Independent I Canada Square, 
Canary Whorl London £14 5BL. Please use d* box somber and postcode 


PAKISTAN 

Aamlr Sohal c Lewis b Rose 17 

Shahid Africa nn out .67 

Saeed Anwar c Lara b DBon 22 

faz Ahmed c Hooper b Lewis T2 

inzamam-U-Haq run out .33 

Akhtar Sarfraz bw b Simmons ...25 
•washn Akram c Chanderpaul 

b Walsh —.22 

tNWn Khan run out B 

Azhar Mahmood c Simmons 

b Vtelsh 4 

Saqlain Mushtaq not out 2 

Wfeqar Yburfa c VtoHace b Hooper 1 

Extras (Iba w7. nfc>4) ® 

Tbtal (46 overs) — jm 

Fall: 1-34, 2-91 3-t24, 4-135. 5-176 
6-204, 7-222. 6-229, 9-230 
Bowling: Walsh 8-0-14-2; Rose 

6- 0-17-1; DUton 8-045-1; Hooper 
9-0-56-1; Lewis B-1-31-1. Shnmorw 

7- 0-31-L 

Umpires: C J Mtehty (SA) and B C 
Cooray (S Lanka). 

West Indies win by 43 runs 


ball as it got soft - a source of ; 
great problems to many - and I 
his 88 took just 80 balls,. in- j 
eluding three sixes. • i 

Only Saqlain Mushtaq trou- \ 
bled him and his unique off-spin i 
is as alchemic as Mushtaq ; 
Ahmed’s wrist-spin. Unless they | 
plan to get him out early, Eng- j 
land will have to ensure their ; 
batting does not fall away, as it j 
did against India. 

Playing half a dozen all- ; 
roundeis is fhntfessifthey are go- ; 
ing to play like tail-endeis and ; 
Hollioake may be better off ; 
playing another specialist bowler, j 
It may be something he is forced ; 
to do if Mark Ealham's shoulder, j 
hurt while fielding against India, ; 
has not cleared up. 

Another conundrum that 1 
Wednesday's win over India ; 
threw up is where best to bat I 
Graham Thorpe. Being a bats- } 
man who is brilliant at working I 
the ball into gaps, Thorpe needs j 
to go in earlier rather than - 
later. He should have gone in • 
at No 4 instead of Graeme Hide, ! 
who struggled to return the j 
strike to Alec Stewart. 

With England deliberately ■ 
picking a young mobile side it i 
was perhaps ironic that Wednes- • 
day's top performers. Stewart ’ 
and Matthew Fleming, were | 
the senior citizens of the side. ■ 

At 34 and 33 respectively, ; 
both could be feeling the strain ; 
by the time the World Cup ; 
comes around in 18 months | 
time. At the moment though, ; 
both are showing the younger I 
players just exactly what it takes | 
to compete at this level, some- = 
thing that Walsh's endeavours j 
apart, has not been happeni ng | 
for the West Indies. 

Winning women, page 21 ■■ 


Brace Grobbelaar believes he - 
and Hans Segers have notbeeu 1. 
“let off” by a Football Associ- 
ation disciplinary committee 
which gave' them suspended . 
bans and foes - yesterday for- ; 
breaking rules on betting.. : ; . 

The two goalkeepers, cleared' 
of match-firing charges earficc 
this year, received thOusandsof - 
pounds for helping a Ear East ■ 
betting syndicate to predict the.', 
outcome of matches in which 
they were not involved. 

But the FA said their pqn- -. 
iShm ent of a six-month ban ' 
and a-£10,000 fine would be ars-; 
pended for two years, given the 
‘'severe financial hardship and 
three-year blight on their 
careers" they had already ' 
suffered. 

Grobbelaar and Segets, whp 
plan to continue their careen,, v; 
admitted breaching FAroteon ^ 

the involvement of pliers m 
betting, but claimed they had' 
not fully appreciated the-regU-^. 
lationsat tbertimel’ ; 

The two, along witirformiet:' 
Wimbledon striker- : John 
Rishann and aMalaysfen bust 
nessman, were found not guihy 
earlier this year of criminai- 
charges of match fixiDg by a jury*:" 
at Winchester Crowd Court. ‘ 

But in their evidence during, 
the lengthy tri al, Grobbelaar 
and Segers admitted .^ving? 
advice to aFar East betting'^n- " 
dicate on the likefyoutcome of - 
m atches. . 

During yesterday’s disdpli L \ 
nary committee hearing the FA 
heard . that Grobbelaar had _ 
received just over £8,000 for ltis 
services, while SegeiS had 
picked up between £45,000 and 
£48.000. ; " .. 

“Tve not been effectively 
let off - it’s a serious inatter,” 
Grobbelaar said. “Had 1 known 
the penalties before, I would 
never have entered into the - 
agreement with certain people. 
As it happened, I was naive.” 

He added that he would be 
continuing his planned libel 
action against the tabloid news- 
paper which, first carried the 
march-firing allegations against 
him. ■ . - • ;'•! ■’ • 

Segers did not attend the 
FA's headquarters at Lancaster 
Gate in London, but his solic- 
itor, Mel Goldberg, said; “He 
accepts the decision. He is hop- 
ing to play for Wolves on Sun- 
day. If he keeps his nose dean, 
which he will, then he can cany 
on playing." 

Grobbelaar and Segers were 
ordered to pay £4,000 each to- 
wards the cost of the hearing 
- Mark Bradley 
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Shetflrfe: new house, no shelves, big expense. Having somewhere to stack your books and line up your knick-knacks is one of those details you could overlook when moving, but there are solutions, as Rosalind Russell shows on page 10.' ■ 
You could try something a little exotic like these shelves built into a mock double bass. This is one of a selection of musically themed shelves which are made of fibreboard by Instrumental Furniture in London Photograph; Andrew Buu/man 


Looking for a punt with a pint 


Thought for the day 


Pronttva new lottery game far 
pubs, is already under threat of 
' a Government ban - but how 
do your chances of winning 
compare with its more 
„ established rivals? Paul Slade ' 

J plays the numbers game. 


: piA'&T 
** 2 J - "■ 
4-r ‘> : 

MrA' : 


if you- want to buy into the full dream, 
then the National Lottery remains the 
only game in town. 

Only. Dale Win ton, Carol Smiley 
and their toothsome Ok can provide the 
multi-million pound sums you would 
need to quit your job, buy a Ferrari and 
catch the next first-class flight to Bar- 
bados. Your own chance of winning the 
jackpot - or even sharing one — may be 
astonishingly small, but that doesn t stop 


parsons difficult. The one thing you can 
be sure of is that you will almost cer- 
tainly lose more money than you win. 

The fact that Pronto will be carrying 
out hundreds of draws every day, plus 
the fact that it is played where people 
are drinking, has prompted -Home Of- 
fice Minister George Howarth to sug- 
gest legislation banning the game could 
be in place as early as next summer. 


Fascinating Fact: Inter Lotto chairman 
Lord Mancroft is also chairman of the 
Addiction Recovery Foundation {Who's 
Who 1997). 






The biggest prize on offer from 
- Pronto Ibr a £1 stake is £25,000, which 
m comes your way if ali the 10 computer- 
’ selected numbers on every Pronto tick- 
etare amo ng the 20 numbers drawn. On 
average, this will happen once for every 
ffo you hand -across the bar. 

.' i^Chrice, an af&hoot of die Irish 
Lottery which" you play in UK book- 
mii'b grCj qffejs payouts of up to £69,49 1 
for a Mistake, although this depends on 
a complex tgsmbination of bets co ming 
ri^t.The maximum Lucky Choice 
payout on any stake is £ 100 , 000 . 

.AAIl ihe games work on a slightly dif- 
ferentbasis, and both Pronto and Lucky 
f*bnicp. ggnT w played in a number of dif- 
ferem.wt^ This makes direct com- 


Pronto 

Method: The gpme is played in 2.000 pubs 
rpund the UK, where electronic termi- 
nals take your tickets and TV screens 
show the results of a new draw every five 
or 10 minutes. You can select two, three, 
four or five numbers from a field of 80. 
Twenty winning numbers are drawn. As 
with the National Lottery, the precise 
- amount you win will depend on the to- 
tal amount staked in that particular draw. 
Operator. Inter Lotto 
Percentage of take paid out in prizes: 
55.4 per cent 

Perce ntage of take donated to charity: 
20 per cent 

Estimated payouts on £1 stake (as- 
suming players select five-number game) 
Correct . Payout Odds 

nos selected Against 

One ml N/A 

■fivo NH N/A 

Three £1 12 to 1 

Four £15 83 to 1 

Five ' £300 1,550 to 1 

Ten £25,000 l.S9m to I 

Source: Inter Lotto. 
Computer-selected bonus numbers 
appear on every ticket. 


Lucky Choice 

Method: A fixed-odds game, based on 
Lhe Irish Lottery, which can be played 
in UK bookmakers. You can select up 
to six numbers from a field of 42. Six 
□umbers, plus a bonus ball are drawn, 
twice a week, on Wednesdays and Sat- 
urdays. Results are shown in betting 
shops and on Channel 4 Teletext (p60l). 
The bookmakers do not buy Irish Lot- 
tery tickets on your behalf, but use the 
numbers drawn to determine who wins. 
Operator. Major UK bookmakers. 
Percentage of take paid oat in prizes: 
The total percentage returned as prizes 
depends on how many players have 
placed winning bets in that particular 
draw, and wfl l be different with every 
draw made. 

Percentage of take donated to charity; 
Nil. 

Payouts on £1 stake, assuming players 
select numbers in a Canadian as part of 
the six number draw*. 

Correct Payout Odds No 

nos Against of bets 

selected included 

One nil n/a n/a 

Two £42 57 to 1 10 doubles t 

Three £548 574 to 1 10 trebles 


* The six number draw offers higher pay- 
outs, but ignores the bonus ball. fThis 
means your Canadian includes 10 two- 
number combinations, each of which has 
a 57 to 1 chance of coming up. 
Fascinating Fact: A Canadian (also 
known as a Super Yankee) is a combi- 
nation of 26 bets, ail based on the same 
five numbers, if all five numbers come 
up, you have 10 doubles. 10 trebles, five 
four-folds and one five-fold. 


UK National Lottery 
Method: The game is played live on BBC 
television twice a week, od Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, with tickets available 
from outlets all over the UK. Players 
pick six numbers from a field of 49. Six 
winning numbers and a bonus ball are 
drawn. 

Operator. Cam clot. 

Percentage of take paid out In prizes: 

50.6 per cent 

Percentage of take paid to charity: 28 
per cent goes to the good causes. 
Estimated payouts on £3 stake, based on 
average National Lottery payouts so far. 



Christmas. 
And an 


even more 


prosperous 
new yean 




No 

of bets 


£6.036 78,765 
to I 


n/a 

lOdoublest 
10 trebles 
5 four-folds 


£69,491 141,778 1 five-fold 
10 1 

Source: Ladbrokes 


Correct Payout Odds 

nos selected against 

One Nil N/A 

Two Nil N/A 

Three £10 56 to 1 

Four £64 1,032 to 1 

Five £1,564 55,491 to 1 

Ftvc + bonus £104,388 2.3m to one 
Six £I.S5m 13.9m to 1 

Source: Cameht 
Fascinating Fact: Once the £10 prizes 
are .settled. 52 per cent of the remaining 
prize fund is devoted to jackpot winners. 


Correct 

nos selected 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five 

Fwc + bonus 
Six 


An IF A can advise on anything from' 
gelling:* be: ter mortgage a> reducing your i ax bill, ebouxkng 
the right PEP io Ending the ideal pension. So resolve io ask 
for our mlormation puck todav. ' 

Call mow jar your free infvrniv/ton pack a t:d vouener 


0117 971 1177 


Plane send me m * information pack, the nanus of three local lFAs and a voucher for a fret / 
ttiruMftanon veil hou i dUig/nion. I understand thm no-one wiU call me as a resuh of PUihr in . 
this coupon. The address k IFAP Limited. 17-19 Emory Road. Brislington. Bristol BS4 5FF. f 
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Revs up against Brussels 
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Health plans that won’t 
damage /our wealth 


A. new job means a new house, and mortgage, for Michael Faulkner and his family, but they don’t want to sell their current cottage Photograph: Will Waifcer 

In search of advice on the move 


Name: Rev Michael Faulkner and Ms 
Elizabeth Hall 
Ages: 49 and 39 

Occupation: Michael is a Methodist 
minister. Elizabeth is a social services 
manager. 

Background: Michael and Elizabeth are 
married. They have two sons, aged 13 and 
1 1. They live in tied church accommodation, 
and have recently purchased a collage in (he 
parish, valued at £33.500 and linked to a 
fixed-rate mortgage of £29.000. 

Michael has just accepted a job as area 
en-ordinalor with Christian Aid. starting next 
February with a salaiy of £19.000. Elizabeth 
is employed with a local authority on a 
permanent but part-time contract with a 
salary of £14,000, hut she is currently acting 
as full-time social services manager with a 
corresponding salary of £ 21 . 000 . It is hoped 
this post will become permanent. 

When Michael starts his new job boLh 
partners will be based in Durham City and 
the children will move to a school near where 
they plan 10 live. .After viewing property in 
the area they have made an offer on a house 
valued at £05.000. on which they would need 
another mortgage of £57.000. 

They have about £20.000 in savings in 
bank and building society accounts including 


a Tessa. They also have two endowment poli- 
cies with a current value of about £17.300, 
and life assurance policies which together 
cost them about £44 a month. Michael has 
about £ 12.000 worth of life assurance and 
Elizabeth £78.000 worth. 

Michael pays 6 percent of his salary into 
his occupational pension scheme and a fur- 
ther £200 a quarter in additional voluntary 
contributions (AVCs). Elizabeth also pays 
6 per cent of her salary into her occupational 
pension scheme. 

The problem: Michael and Elizabeth would 
like, if possible, to keep the cottage, while 
accepting that it is too small to be used as 
a permanent family home. Michael also 
intends to return to the Methodist ministiy 
after his stint with Christian Aid. They need 
to knowwhethcr it would be possible or pru- 
dent to lake on a second mortgage in order 
to keep the collage: how their pensions 
plans would be affected by the change; and 
how they should best plan for their sons, 
who they hope will go on to university. 
The adviser John Dresser is a partner with 
Hennessey & Partners, independent fi- 
nancial advisers, at 73, Duke Street. Dar- 
lington (01325 48855b). Hennesseys are a 
member company of the DBS Financial 
Management network. 


The advice: The mortgage on the new home 
in Durham gives Michael and Elizabeth the 
.option to take out a mortgage protection 
policy to maintain payments if they are un- 
able to work in future. We strongly advise 
them to lake out a policy. 

The cottage needs some improvements, 
which will cost an estimated £4,000. They 
also need to find £ 8.000 deposit on the 
property in Durham. This will run down 
the capital they have in their bank and 
building society accounts. Added to the cost 
of the second mortgage we believe this will 
put a strain on the family accounts and we 
think they should seriously consider sell- 
ing the cottage. 

Both Michael and Elizabeth are 
contributing to their occupational pension 
schemes. Christian Aid will provide a 
valuation If he wants to consider moving 
the contributions in his current pension 
fund to them, but wc have established from 
the trustees of the Methodist Ministers' 
scheme and Christian Aid that he would 
not be allowed simply to transfer his 
pension on a like-for-like basis when he 
starts his new post. 

Elizabeth has about five years’ worth of 
benefits in the County Council frnsion, 
having taken time out to raise the children. 


although she has worked for them inter- 
mittently since 1980. 

We recommend that Michael takes up 
the valuation offer and seeks advice on its 
findings. We also recommend he continues 
paying into AVCs or possible FSAVCK which 
may be more appropriate given his inten- 
tions to return to the Ministiy in the future. 
We also think Elizabeth should consider 
starting AVCs and maximise her contribu- 
tions in line with the family budget 

It is difficult at this precise moment, when 
they are changing house and chan g in g 
jobs, to make a precise assessment of what 
surplus of income over expenditure they will 
have. 

At the appropriate time we recom- 
mend a regular monthly amount should be 
invested in a good quality, low-risk personal 
equity plan (PEP), to build up capital to 
provide for their sons to go to university. 
The Government's consultation paper last 
week makes it clear that they will be able 
to transfer their tax-free savings into an in- 
dividual savings account (ISA) in April 1999. 

Once their new financial circumstances 
become clearer we think lhal they should 
consider other financial issues such as 
income protection policy and additional life 
assurance for Michael. 


Medical insurance is the 
latest product of the financial 
service industry to make a 
claim on our pockets, writes 

Qrffbrd German. 


Once it was mortgages, then it was 
mortgages and pensions, then mon- 
gages, pensions, private education for 
the kids, accident, sickness and un- 
employment insurance incase we get 
sick and cannot work, savings plans 
to keep us in comfort when we get 
old bat fit and active, long-term 
care plans to take care of os if we get 
old and side and unable to look after 
ourselves. They are all now clam- 
ouring for any cash we have left over 
after paying just to live. Disposable 
income is becoming a very arbitrary 
concept Only a very brave or fool- 
hardy person would spend it ail. 

But the calls on our pocket have 
not finished. As the concept of free 
universal health care hangs in the 
balance private health insurance is 
pushing* its way up the queue to put 
its hand into our pocket. Private 
health care mi gh t not provide a 
better standard of care, but it will 
almost certainly provide faster care 
and also cover more of the kinds of 
care which the NHS increasingly 
dismisses as essentially cosmetic. 

But it will cost anything from £250 
to £300 a year per person, and older 
people could be expected to pay sig- 
nificantly more after the age of 50 and 
again at 60, so a cost-effective cover 
is very important. This is also a busi- 
ness where economies of scale are 
very important, and group schemes 
can obtain very substantial discounts 
as well as offering cover for a wide 

range , nf jnrfivi diials mal t* and fwnal< » L 

old and young, at rates that they can 
all hope to afford. 

Group schemes are often available 
to employees of a single firm, and a 
number of major companies such as 
Jaguar, British Gas and BAA. who 
at one time might have made group 
plans available only to directors and 
senior managers, now offer group 
schemes for all their employees, 
often at subsidised rates. BAA, for 
example, offers healthcare insurance 
to its 8^00 employees and pays 50 
per cent of the cost. 

In an ideal world, of coarse, all em- 
ployers would see the advantages of 
subsidising employee membership as 
a relatively cheap way of offering their 
workforce peaoe of mind and rewards 
few loyalty. There is also some evidence 
to suggest that they are rewarded by 
a drop in absenteeism which, 
according to a recent report for the 
CBI, costs UK employers an average 
of £533 a year for every employee. 

The market leaders in private med- 
ical insurance are, of course, Bupa and 
PPP. both of whom have been in the 
business for a long time, and both of 


whom offer a relatively expensive but 
COT^xeiiaJ^seivice.Bm cheaper op- 
tions do exist. Manor House Health- 
care. which is registered as a friendly : 
society and distributes no profits, is of- 
fering group schemes to groups of 20 
people or more, aged between 16 and 
64. The group can be employees of a 
single firm or they can be any affinity 
group sudt as members of a trade unkm 
or even a rotary dub, a sports dub or 
similar association. Premiums cost 
£13.04 a month rod are the same for 
all, regardless of age or claims histoiy, 
and cover aD occupations and all parts 
of the country. Family membership is 
also available at £34.76 a month to 
indude any number of children or 
dependents aged between two and 16. 

Members are guaranteed a 
prompt, efficient service with any 
surgery or treatment needed com- 
pleted within seven weeks of making 
an appointment to see a consultant. 
Treatment is available locally in a net- 
work ofhospitals around the country 
or in the society's own hospital in north 
London. Legal & General has also re- 
cently introduced a budget healthcare 
policy called Lifetime Essentials that 
offers a full refund of authorised in- 
patient and day-care treatment, in- 
chiding room charges, nursing care, 
operating theatre fees, drugs, medi- 
cines and dressings. It also normally 
covers the cost of diagnostic proce- 
dures such as x-rays and scans as well 
as radiotherapy and chemotherapy. 

’ It covers follow-up out-patient 
treatment and some minor surgery 
at doctors' surgeries. Customers who 
choose to be treated free in an NHS 
hospital qualify for a cash sum. 
Monthly premiums start at £9.95 for 
a 24-year old, rising to £30 for a fam- 
ily of four with the parents under 30. 

It is. of course, important with all 
private medical schemes to find ex- 
actly what conditions are covered and 
what are noL Private medical insur- 
ance does not pay the cost of living 
costs for policyholders who are un- 
able to work because of illness. It usu- 
ally does not cover long-term and 
incurable illnesses, and it may not 
cover Aids, infertility treatment, 
drug or alcohol abuse, mental or psy- 
chiatric illness or injuries caused by 
dangerous sports. Treatment abroad 
is also usually excluded. 

Critical fflnes cover (C7C) is a spe- 
cialised form of medical insurance that 
has grabbed most of the headlines in 
recent years by promising to pay out 
a lump sum to anyone who has sub- 
sequently been diagnosed as suffer- 
ing from one of six or seven killer 
diseases, from cancer to heart attacks, 
strokes, major organ transplants, to- 
tal disability and other life-threaten- 
ing diseases. It does not specifically 
cover loss of income but the lump sum 
can be used to pay off mortgages and 
other outstanding debts as well as giv- 
ing the policyholder some capital to 
make the best use of the time left. 
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If all the worid’s top 

companies were British, 
you wouldn’t need our 

Global Tracking PEP. 

Not all the best companies are British, which Is why not all of the 
Norwich Global Tracking PEP is invested in British companies. 

Unlike most otheT tracking PEPs, we invest in over 2,500 companies 
worldwide, to give excellent potential for growth. 

■ Growth since launch in July igg6 of 22.7%* TAX-FREE 1 , with 
a historic return of 100.2%** oveT 5 years. 

■ 75% of youT investment tracks UK companies and 25% tracks companies 
m 27 otheT stock markets worldwide. 

■ No initial charges and no charge for transfer from 
other PEPs. 

■ Access to yemr money whenever you want it 

For a free information pack call 
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Buoyant buyers point to a bumper 
Christmas despite interest rate rises 
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marketing purposes such as market research and contacting you regarding you 1 insurance and Investment needs For your protection 
all telephone calls will be recorded. The Personal Investment Authority andlMRQ regulate Norwich Union Portfolio Services Limited. 


Christmas comes but once a year, and 
when it does we all spend more. Clifford 
German investigates exactly how much 
we spend, and what we spend it on. 

The British economy may be slowing down in- 
exorably under the influence of rising interest 
rales and the growing problems exporters 
face in selling profitably abroad because of the 
strength of the pound. But consumers, usual- 
ly the last to know, arc becoming increasingly 
confident and willing to spend, according to the 
latest survey of consumer confidence released 
, today by American Express, the credit card com- 
pany. 

Three quarters of the people polled by the 
British Market Research Bureau International 
on behalf of American Express said they are as 
well off or better off compared with last year, 
and 40 per cent expect their financial situation 
will improve further over the next 12 months. The 
prospects for Christmas spending look particu- 
larly good, with 48 per cent of people saying they 
plan to spend the same as last year and one third 
expecting to spend more. 

The average spend on food, presents and en- 
tertainment is likely to be about £654 per head 
this Christmas. Men on average expect to spend 
£733 each against £582 by the average woman. 
Just under a quarter of men will spend £1.000 
or more, and 1 1 per cent say they will spend lhal 
amount on presen us alone, but women expect to 
do most of the family shopping over the Christ- 
mas period, with a massive 86 per cent claiming 
to do most of the shopping. 

Generously, shrewdly, wisely or tactfully, 
perhaps. 86 per cent of men say that their spouse 
or partner is extremely good at choosing their 
present, compared with only 40 per cent of 
women who lavish similar praise on their part- 
ners. 

Almost one third of the sample admit to hav- 
ing received a windfall from a building society 
nr insurance company demutualising this year, 
and 16 per cent of those who admit to having 
cashed in their windfalls already say they will still 
he using some of their windfalls to finance their 
seasonal spending. 

John Calvurley. the chief economist at 
American Express Bank. says, “consumers are 


in a buoyant mood. They feel better off than 
in the Spring, and arc looking forward to a 
bumper Christmas. Still, the experience of the 
early 1990s and perhaps also the rise in base 
rates this year leaves consumers still cautious 
about borrowing." 

The average person describes themselves as 
careful rather than carefree in their approach to 
Christmas spending. Just over 90 per cent said 
they keep a dose eye on their finances, 85 per 
cent claim they only spend what they can afford, 
80 per cent say they always tty to save a proportion 
of their income each month and 89 per cent now 
say they always check their monthly bank or budd- 
ing society statement, up from 86 per cent in April 
this year. 

Professor Cary Cooper, professor of psy- 
chology at UM1ST in Manchester, says, “The 
Brils, who are working longer and harder than 
anywhere else in Europe, see Christmas as a tune 
to reward themselves for their hard work | 
throughout the year. But there is still a strong 
element of careful spending. This is in contrast 
to the late Eighties where the spend, spend, spend 
culture prevailed.” 

A remarkable 72 per cent of the sample said 
they would rather do without than take out a loan 
to finance their Christmas spending. But cred- 
it card holders expect to put 47 per cent of their 
Christmas spending on their cards, and four out 
of 10 admit they use (heir credit cards more over 
Christmas than at any other time of the year. Card 
loyalty schemes come into their own at Christ- 
mas with 45 per cent of cardholders saying they 
are planning to redeem their points -over the 
Christmas period and use them to get presents 
for family and friends. 

More than 80 per cent said that using their 
plastic was "more convenient” than other 
forms of payment, a simitar number appreci- 
ated the “extra insurance" they obtained on 
goods bought with credit cards and just over two 
thirds welcomed the “ability to extend payments” 
and a similar proportion said it was “easier to 
return or exchange purchases if they had been 
made on credit cards rather than cash or 
cheques”. 

But 80 per cent do not plan to spend up to 
their credit card limit and 57 per cent say they 
expect to pay off their December statement in 
full next month. 
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Did you know that to receive the maximum pension 
available, you would typically have to be a member of the 
same company pension scheme for 40 years? 

Or that changing your job, even once, could 
dramatically reduce your pension? So that, just when you 
have more time to enjoy life, you have less money. 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable 
Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
can help bridge the gap. 

You make contributions from your gross income, with 
tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances, and that current 
legislation can change in the future. 

What’s more, we don’t believe in paying commission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. 

If you would like more information by post and by 
telephone call 10990) 38 48 58, or return the coupon below. 

www.equitable.co.uk 

Information/# dvic* will only be given oo Equitable group products 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
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By now you will have bad a chance to digest the 
reaction to the Government’s announcement on 
Individual Savings Accounts (JSAs). If you want to 
check for yourself exactly what the proposals con- 
tain, you can view the consultative document on ISAs 
on the Inland Revenue’s website. Further Govern- 
ment comment is available on the Treasury website. 

Of course, the ISA is still 15 months away, leaving 
Tessas and PEPS as the main lax-efficient savings 
available to everybody. In feel, even if you don't yet 
have a personal equity plan it is still worth starting 
one now. 'Ey nor to be seduced by the kind of ad- 
vertising which suggests you should: "Buy now, while 
stocks last!” But what sort of PEP should you have? 

It is all too easy to become completely submerged 
in conflicting claim and counter-claim of perfor- 
mance. Here is some food for thought: the annual 
fees charged by the average fund manager can 
swallow as much as 33 per cent of a unit trust PEP’s 
income. This means the income tax saving made by 
investing in a PEP may be wiped out by the annual 
charges alone. 

It has been said many times that an index tracker 
fund should form the core of a private investor’s port- 
folio. However, only one of the various tracker funds 
on offer has taken advantage of the Internet and 
the savings it can offer in terms of costs and 
administration, netPEP. 

netPEP tracks the FTSE 100 index through a unit 
trust managed by the world’s leading tracking fund 
managers, Barclays Global Investors. Since its 
launch in April, the netPEP Thicker Fund has risen 
by around 1 6 per cent, broadly in line with the per- 
formance of the FTSE 100 over the same period. 

Among the advantages of investing on the Inter- 
net through netPEP is the ability to value your invest- 
ment at any time just by logging on to the service, 
Although netPEP keeps in contact with regular 
e-mail communications, important documents such 
as confirmation of units purchased are sent by post. 

Once you invest, netPEP sends you a confiden- 
tial password and user name so that you can check 
your portfolio's value over the Internet and access 
netPEP’s investor information service. This offers 
information on the companies in the portfolio, 
including links to their websites and a forum where 
you can. for example, put forward questions you want 
raised at company meetings. 

You have thejoplion of investing in netPEP via 
anew PEP, the transfer of an existing PEP or directly 
ihto ihe unit trust. There is an initial 1 per cent charge 
and the annual management fee is 0J5 per cent, 
making netPEP among the cheapest of the tracker 
funds on the market. The 1 per cent initial charge 
is waived on all investments of £25, 000 or more. The 
minimum investment in either a PEP or the unit trust 
is a £1,000 lump sum or monthly savings of £250. 

Although netPEP offers its application form on- 
line, it does not accept applications by e-raafl. Once 
you have filled in the form, you must print it, sign 
it and return it to them by post, either with a cheque 
or a direct -debit mandate. 

As a Christmas come-on, netPEP is waiving its 
initial charge for all PEP transfers until 31 December. 
This means investors transferring to netPEP will only 
be charged the annual fee of 0.35 per cent or £3 JO 
for every £1.000 invested, making it the cheapest PEP 
on Ihc market. 

In . addition to the netPEP itself, the netPEP 
website offers Tracker, a monthly on-line mag azine 
providing analysis and commentary on the FTSE 100 
index. Among the articles : n the latest issue are a 
review of the current shape of tire UK slock market 
and commentaries on the South-east Asian 
economies and the lessons of the crash of 1 987. The 
magazine’s regular features include a monthly 
commentary and price and performance informa- . 
tidn about the netPEP itself. ' 

Inland Revenue: www.open.gov.uk/inrev 

Treasury: www.hm-treasury.gov.uk 

netPEP: wwwjjetPEP.co.uk j 


v i,y m 



M is for money: Mike Wilks’ ‘The Letter M’ is priced at £7,0 00 . His work, ’The Ultimate Alphabet* has the distinction of being the most shop-lifted title from W H Smith 

The drawing power of children’s fiction 


A drawing of Pooh, Piglet and 
Robin fetched £69,000 at 
Christie’s in July; last year a 
Beatrix Potter made £17,150. 
John Windsor finds that 
collectors of children’s book 
illustrations are not playing 
with pocket money. 


Whatever happened to Piglet's stick? 
In 1928, when EH Shepard first drew 
Piglet and Pooh sitting on a gate 
singing ihe tiddely-pom song, for AA 
Milne's book The House At Pimh 
Comer, he gave them both sticks, like 
batons. 

But the drawing of his that was being 
offered by Christie's South Kensington 
this week, estimated £12.U0i»-£l8.iKiCi. 
showed Piglet with no stick. 

The answer to the riddle is that Shep- 
ard insisted on selling his drawings, so 
that when the publishers. Methuen, de- 
cided in ISSS to make new printing 
blocks for u new edition of The House 
at Pooh Comer, they haj to ask Shep- 
ard to drawn new pictures. It was then 
that, for reasons we shall never know. 
Shepard confiscated Piglets stick. 

The same year, the new. slickieas 
drawing sold for 3 guineas at Fuyles An 
Gallery. Similar Shepard drawings 
were sold for the same pocket-money 
price. 

Collectors of children’s book il- 
lustration would fight more fiercely 
over the original drawing, with stick. 


than the later version. But Christie’s 
South Kensington 's Inken Haldane 
tells me she catalogues illustrations 
strictly according to quality - the lat- 
er. stickless Shepard, for example, was 
-‘clear-cut sharp, superbly done" - in- 
stead of according to edition, or 
whether the picture was published at 
all. 

From the auctioneer's point of 
view, she explained, a well-known 
artist does not need evidence of 
publication in order to establish 
provenance. 

But connoisseur* value more highly 
an illustration that has been published 
and pored over by countless tiny fin- 
gers. generating nostalgia. 

The pencil and watercolour of two 
girls under cherry blossom by the 
illustrator Kale Greenaway |!84n- 
I’tfllj. in the same sale. ltn»ks like a 
book ill u si ration, but nu l*H>k is iden- 
tified in the catalogue. Greenaway 
was so prolific that it would lake all hut 
a connoisseur half a day of rummag- 
ing in the British Library to find out 
whether her painting was ever 
published. 

If it o mid be m t urccd Math* ik. the 
1 1, (KiU-ll.5t.it I estimate might noi 
change, but the bidding for it would tv 
more enthusiast ie. Sketches «.»f E*. v • w 
and chums, dashed off by Shepard for 
admirers and not rated by today's 
connoisseurs, can still be picked up tor 
under £5Uti. 

Not that children's hixifc illustration 
is a market bursting with connoisseurs: 
many auction purchases end up framed 


on nursery walls, for the delectation of 
doling adults. “Yes, it's the original, 
actually." 

An EH Shepard of Fooh. Piglet and 
Robin playing Pooh slicks fetched 
£69,000 at Christie's South Kensington 
in July. There’s nostalgia for you. A 
Beatrix Potter fetched £1 7, 150 Lhere last 
year. 

Investors in search of winning for- 
mulas might calculate that illustrations 
with the most adult appeal - such as 
the flowing, rather sexy An Nouveau- 
ish lines of Arthur Rackham (1867- 
1939) and Edmund Dulac (1882-1953) 
- would attract the broadest market and 
the highest prices. Bui toddlers never 
bid at auction, if it sells, it's adult stuff. 
Ms Haldane thinks that illustrations of 
toys and animals have more staying 
power than fictional characters that 
speak because there’s more scope for 
fantasising about them. 

As :t happens, the markets for 
Rnckharv. .no Du luc have peaked 
while in*, tarry creatures of Beatrix 
P* »! ter and the toy lurry creatures i >f EH 
"il.-cpurd go from strength to strength. 
Purer. of Ci iun*e. was an established il- 
iu: traior before turning to children's 
bonks. 

U< inhnm*. the London auctioneers, 
are making their debut in the children's 
book illustration market on Tuesday 
1 1 lam) - South Ken have been hold- 
ing dedicated sides fora decade - and 
have as their consultant Mike Hesel- 
line. who founded the auction market 
for children's illustration while on the 
staff of Sotheby’s. 20 years ago. 


His records confirm that prices for 
Rackham and Dulac peaked around 
1985. A Dulac watercolour of Eugenie 
and the Nightingale sold for £26,400 in 
1985, but could manage only £32.190 
at Sotheby's in October this year. 

Similarly. Greenaway prices have 
levelled off after peaking in the mid- 
Eighiies. Hence his modest estimate of 
£600- £800 in next week’s sale for an 
original Greenaway pictorial border for 
September in ihe Almanack for 1891, 
showing five girls with baskets of 
flowers. 

Proof of the unpredictability of the 
market is the sensational prices fetched 
by over 300 Noddy pictures h> Haro;- 
sen Van Der Beck at Sotheby's Blvion 
centenary sale in October. The/ raised 
059.631. 95 A2 per cent being sold by 
value. 

Mi Heselriue says: “"You never 
know when att artist ts going to lake off 
or reach a plateau." 

Britain is pre-eminent in living chil- 
dren's hook illustrators. They are a 
canny lot. They either sit on their 
pictures, refusing to sell, or hotfoot 
it to the London gallery of Chris 
Beetles, me ne phis ultra of dealers in 
original illustrations, who gets the best 
prices. 

An exception is fantasy artist Mike 
Wilks, a 50-year-old south Londoner 
whose closely packed acrylics have a 
compulsive appeal for both children and 
adults - his The Ultimate Alphabet 
1 1986) sold a quarter of a million copies 
and was WH Smith's most shop-lifted 
title. 


Mr Headline and Sir Tim Rice, An- 
drew Lloyd Webber’s librettist, have 
both written introductions to the cat- 
alogue of Wilks’s current one-man 
show at the Gekoski Gallery - a sud- 
den sell-off of his works, hoarded over 
a lifetime. Wilks's The Letter M . from 
The Ultimate Alphabet, is priced £7.000. 
Prices for other acrylics range from 
£3,500 to £15,000. 

Even more perplexing than Wilks's 
conundrums is Mr Headline’s listing of 
the new generation of illustrators who 
hoard their work: Nicola Bayley, Roger 
Dean, Patrick Wnodroffe. Kjl Williams. 
Back in 1981. he sold a tiny Bayley’s pic- 
ture «•: z mouse for £350 at Sotheby's. 
H . ia.sl sold a Woodroffe 10 years ago. 

The big contemporary names on sale 
at Chris. Beetles’ are Quentin Blake and 
Michael Foreman - who are both art- 
school trained. Blake used to be head 
of the illustration department at the 
RCA and Foreman has lectured widely 
at London art schools. 

In Beetles’ current show, there are 
some of Blake's snappy, throw-away ink 
draw ings for £750-£ 1,450 and techni- 
cally accomplished Foreman water- 
colours for £950-£l,I5O. But it' you waul 
to buy from Mr Hesel tine's Jisl of un- 
commercial artists, you will have to 
doorstep them. 

Mike Wilks , entry by appointment at the 
Gekoski Gallery. Pied Bull Yard, 
15a Bloomsbury Square, London WC1 
[0171-404 6676). Chris Beetles, The 
Illustrators, 8 A 10 Rviier Street. Si 
James's, London SW1 [0171-839 7 557). 
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our pension 
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manageyour 
mortgage® 
anylocation 

via the 
net. 

The future starts here. For the latest innovation from 
Legal & General visit the mortgage*; page on our 
“ebsire now and select 'interplan: Alternatively, call 
0500 666 555 quoting ref: Q4 PL22. Lines open 
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm and 9am-5pm weekends. 



Legal & General (Direct) limited l> a 
repiucutadve only of (be Lq^l & General 

““Acting group, members of which are 

regubued by the tasonal investment 
Authority and LMRO for the purposes of 
recommending, advising on and selling 
hfc assurance and inrcroueiu products 
bearing legal & General's name. 


Legi^S^ 

General 

trust us to deliver 


Direct line Rates 


SAVINGS RATES 


Direct Line Instant Access Account 


UP TO 7.00% GROSS* 



Direct Line Standard Variable Mortgage Rate 

VARIABLE RATE 

5 

7 -59% 




man 

Duecc Line Personal Loans 

AMOUNT OF LOAN 


/P.ooo 


£6,000 



AB rata correct at at Decamber 1947 . 


0181 667 1121 


SAVINGS 


0181 649 9099 


MORTGAGES 



0181 680 9966 (DIRECT LINE) 
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PERSONAL LOANS 


SomnesDirett Line Financial Services. For Jnrther information about 
the Direct Line products listed about, please phone the appropriate 
number quoting rtf INDBB38 
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BRIAN TORA 


V&s it not Dr Schumacher 
who preached "small is beau- 
tiful”? He should see us in the 
Gty now. The dash for crit- 
ical mass is positively breath* 
taking. And critical mass 
means size. It seems that 
these days you have to be a 
global player in almost every- 
thing if you are to count at ail. 

Fund management is the 
latest pan of the financial ser- 
vices business to embrace 
the new paradigm. Since Mer- 
rills sought lo devour our No 
1 independent fund manage- 
ment group - Mercury Asset 
Management - it seems the 
pace is hotting up. PDFM 
seems set to be put together 
with the Swiss Bank Corpo- 
ration's investment manage- 
ment business. while 
Gartmare has already fallen 
to National Westminster 
Bank. Only Schraders, of the 
top four pension fund man- 
agers, retains its indepen- 
dent status. Lower down the 
rankings, LOT is up for sale. 
Even $40bn under manage- 
ment is viewed as not enough 
to play with the big boys. No 
wonder that Newton, with a 
bare £10bn of funds looked 
after on behalf of clients, is 
seeking a partner. Big-beau- 
tiful? You'd better believe it. 

The big four - Mercury, 
PDFM, Gartmore and 
Schraders - dominate pen- 
sion fund management in 
this country. According to its 
marketing material. Mercury- 
looks after 50 of the Top 100 
British companies, at least in 
part. Yet all of these busi- 
nesses have found it difficult 
to extend beyond these 
shores. Britain is, in fact, a 
large and relatively sophisti- 
cated pond in which to fish. 
But even a big local pond is 
insufficient these days. More- 
over, with more and more 
money moving into indexed 
portfolios, you need that lit- 


tle extra to persuade investors 
you provide real added-value. 

Size has not been consid- 
ered as quite so important in 
the retail market, but this 
could change too. Unit trusts 
received a much needed fillip 

from the PEP market but the 
introduction of ISAs will lim- 
it the help these tax-efficient 
vehicles can provide. Wc may 
soon see the urge to merge 
among retail providers. 

Now. I would not neces- 
sarily preach the size gospel, 
but you can see what is hap- 
pening on the global stage. 
America dominates global 
financial services. The 
strength of its own market 
gives it an advantage that no 
other nation is likely to 
match. Europe could come 
close - hence the flurry of 
deals on the Continent, but 
whether investors will get a 
better deaf as a consequence 
is a very moot point indeed. 

In the end. the larger an 
investment group becomes, 
the more its investment free- 
dom becomes restricted. I 
watch developments with 
interest and hope that a good 
manager with a clever idea 
will never find it impossible 
to set up a new, independent 
company. 

Meantime. Asian conta- 
gion rears its head again. Not 
only does the IMF bale-out 
for Korea look inadequate, 
there is no sign its government 
has grasped the nettle. More- 
over. the effecLs on world 
trade have yet to be seen. 

Next year is unlikely to be 
as profitable as 1 W7 which 
delivered a level of prof- 
itability few could have fore- 
seen. The new year may 
contain just as many sur- 
prises for us. though- 

Brian Torn is Chairman of the 
Grvig Middleton Investment 
Strategy Committee 



There’s more to life than 


making money. 


Foreign & Colonial inwmed 
(be investment (rust in 1868 
“to give the investor of moderate 
means the same advantages as 
the large capitalist'. 


Many believe investing on the stock market is fraught 
with stress and insomnia. But there is a way to do 
this without losing sleep. 

Investment trusts, invented by us nearly 130 years 
ago, invest in many shares and sectors, so spreading 
risk. Our business and expertise is built upon 
making money on the stock market. Our long-term 
performance track record proves our success. The 
Private Investor Plan, our regular savings scheme, 
makes investing simple and inexpensive: you can 
set it up and forget about it - and lead a normal 
life. Spare a moment now to call for a brochure. 
Phone 01734 828 802 or Fax 01734 344 622 
anytime quoting the coupon code, or return 
the coupon. 


Foreign Colonial 


To: Foreign & Colonial Management Ltd, PO Box 2, 
Twyford, Berkshire RG10 9NW. 

Name 

Address 


To wn 

Postcode 


County 

Code P131Z97JD 


The value of Shares and the Income from them can fall as well as rise and you may not get back the full amount inverted. Past 
performance « no guide to the future. All figures sourced Micropal: 30.9.77-30.9.97. investment trust figures basis: mid-market prices, 
net income reinvested, rnd. historical 3.5% notional enpenses. (Actual Man charges: 0 commission and 0.5% Govt Stamp Duty). 
Building Socetv tinur* ba«is: highest net rate available (UK Savings £25.000% Account) total return, net income reinvested. Unit Trust 
figures basis: offer to offer, net income reinvested, mcl. historical 6.5% national expenses, foreign & Colonial Management Limited 
(regulated by IMRO and the Personal Investment Authority) or its subsidiaries are the Managers of the investment trusts 


STOCK MARKF.T GUIDE: THE P/E _RATIO 

The tool investors can use to determine a 
company’s potential for growth 



A company's p/e could be described as the City’s confidence ratio in that share 


Photograph: AP 


Rating a share’s prospects is not 
easy. But one common yardstick 
reveals the market’s view. John 
Andrew continues his series on the 
share page with an explanation of 
the price-earnings ratio. 


The penultimate column on 77 ic Inde- 
pendent's shares page is headed “P/E", 
the abbreviation for "price -earnings ra- 
tio" one Of the traditional tools used to 
assess whether a share is worthwhile. “Il 
is widely quoted, but Lillie understood.” 
says Gill Noll, the chief executive of 
ProShare. the organisation which pro- 
motes share ownership. 

The p/e ratio is a simple concept. Il is 
calculated by dividing the company’s 
current share price by earnings per share 
over the Iasi 12 months. Earnings per 
share must not be contused with divi- 
dends. The latter is the income distrib- 
uted lo shareholders. On the other hand, 
earnings per share generally refers in ihe 
net pn <fil alter the deduction of the divi- 
dend payable on preference shares. 
These are shares which pay a fixed divi- 
dend lo shareholders each year. 

The ratio indicates how many years it 
would lake for the net profit attributable 
to each share lo equal the current share 
price. As a rule, the higher the p/e. the 
more "expensive" the share. It may be 
also be viewed as the City's confidence 
ratio. Generally, the higher Ihe p/e. the 
higher the market’s regard For the 
company. 

A high p/e could indicate the com- 


pany's performance is bounding ahead 
of its most recently published earnings- 
fn other words, investors are expecting 
increased profits to be announced and 
consequently the shares are in demand. 
Investors are prepared to pay a higher 
price now that reflects better things in 
the future. Of course, only time will 
reveal whether this is a correct judge- 
ment. 

On the other hand, a company which 
is doing badly may have a high p/e. This 
reflects the view that it may be the 
subject of a takeover bid. Even the whiff 
of a possible bid can increase a com- 
pany's share price. 

Glancing down Lhe p/e column in our 
share price page, you will notice that 
there are one or two gaps. This is be- 
cause in these cases, such factors as 
taxation, income distribution or objec- 
tives. makes the ratio meaningless or 
irrelevant. 

The p/e ratio for a particular compa- 
ny can differ from one publication to 
another. For example, the ratios in The 
Independent may differ from those in a 
stockbroker’s newsletter. The reason for 
such differences is that although the 
concept of the ratio is simple, one of the' 
factors in its calculation is complex. 

The current share price is a matter of 
fact. The differences arise because of the 
figure used for “earnings per share". 
There are three basic ways of defining 
earnings: the nit the net and the maxi- 
mum methods. An explanation of the 
three methods, which centre on how the 
payment of dividends affects a compa- 
ny’s mainstream tax, is complex and it is 


sufficient for our purposes to say that 
each one produces a different result 

There is another reason as to why dif- 
ferences in the p/e calculations can differ. 
The development of UK fiscal law over 
recent years has resulted in tax provisions 
being more subjective than in the past If - 
adj ustm ents are made, for whatever rea- 
son. to the figures supplied by the compa- 
ny, variations in p/e ratios will arise. 

It is also worth noting that often a 
prospective p/e ratio is given in stock- 
brokers’ newsletters or press commenL 
This simply means an estimate of the 
company’s future earnings per share has 
been used in the calculations as opposed 
to the last published or historic earnings. 

Sometimes you wflj seea reference to 
a particular p/e rati cTheing “undemand- 
ing". This means that the ratio is low .. . 
compared with similar companies. In 
Other words, the company’s growth 
potential is not considered to be high. 

As it is easier for a company to miss high 
growth expectations than ones which are . 
low. the p/e is said to be undemanding. 

Remember that if a company has a 
high p/e ratio, it is no guarantee that the 
future will live up to expectations. The 
market's confidence may be completely 
misplaced. Furthermore, two companies 
may have identical p/es based on present 
earnings, but one may have far better 
prospects than the other. 

The p/c is only one of the yardsticks * 
that professional use when assessing 
shares. Investors certainly should not use : 
it in isolation when making their deci- 
sions. We will take a look at more invest- 
ment yardsticks next week. 
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UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT 


FRAMLINGTON SELECT INVESTMENT TR UST PEP ^ 


The deal: Pul a minimum of £ I DO a month, 
or a tl.OOn lump sum. into a PEP with 
Framlington ami take your choice of two 
ranges of investment trusts. At least a 
quarter of your money must go into four 
trusts run by Framlington investing in the 
UK. The rest can go into one of a range 
of seven trusts run fry other investment man- 
agers. to cash in on prospects in Europe, 
the Far East and Japan. 

Plus points: Investment managers who offer 
this type of product commonly insist that 
at least 50 per cent of the money invested 
must be managed by them. Framlington. 


very reasonably, is only asking for 25 per 
cenL This means that three-quarters of the 
money invested can be put with other man- 
agers. lessening the investor’s exposure to 
the risk that Framlington ’s managers might 
underperform. 

Investors willing to lake a small risk are. 
weiJ-suited lo the international trusts run 
by other managers such as Schroder. 
Foreign & Colonial. Fleming and 
Edinburgh. According to Jayne Caudle, an 
adviser at Ihe London-based Dark Conway 
partnership, “these are not middle of the 
road funds". The risk could carry a 


higher reward -and ihe names are trusted. 
Drawbacks and risks: Withdraw your in- 
vestment from an investment trust built into 
this PEP and it will cost you 1 per cent of 
your investment - no matter when you with- 
draw. This could amount to more than the 
normal initial charge, which has been 
wiped from this product. In contrast to most 
unit trusts, this could eliminate the benefit 
nf the reasonable annual management 
fee of just 1 per ceoL However, other 
charges are also low. 

Verdict: Very suitable for the risk-lover. 
Marks out of Gve: Four. 


LOOSE CHANGE 


Contents insurance premiums are still 
holding steady for the majority of hi >mc- 
nwner.. according lo insurance brokers 
Premium Search, with t>2 per cent en- 
joying a price freeze or lull in the second 
half of 19«7. compared with 70 per cent 
in the first half of the year. Costs in most 
areas came down although there were 
some isolated increases especially for re- 
tired couples in bungalows, traditional- 
ly the lowest priced category. Rales 
should remain steady into next year. 

Borrowers are lending loci invalidate their 
debts and concent rate on a single lender 
in response to the 1 25 per cent rise in Rise 
rates this year, says Colonial Financial Ser- 
vices. The number of personal loan cus- 
tomers who consolidated their existing 
dchts rose 27 percent over the past year. 

Abbey National has introduced a new- 
capped mortgage rate at Kju per cent un- 
til lhe end of January 2tJ»tf for borrow- 


ers moving their mortgage to the Abbey. 
A deposit «,f 5 percent anti a £25u hook- 
ing fee is required but capped rates can 
lull but not rise. A new discount rate niort- 
gage 2j percent below the variable rule 
until the end of January 2(H HI Ls available 
with a per cent deposit. Borrower* arc 
locked in for a further year. 

More than 15 million people will make 
a New \ear s resolution, half of them fi- 
nancial. according lo a survey f, ir 1FA Pro- 
motion, hut only a quarter or the total will 
keep it. Almost half the financial reso- 
lutions involve saving up for specific items 

fosnenU Jr(,r Ilnl,day - a HMHtT intend 
H s pi ,nd less money and a fifth wan t to 
dear outstanding dchts 

New year resolutions should remember 

;; ,hc,r ux rcu,rn ** h* *JL 

WhldiRTH, cm, 


the deadline for paying outstanding tax 
hilLs in order to avoid interest. 

Interest rates on National Sav ings Income 
Bonds. Investment Accounts and the 
Treasurer’s Account went up this week. 
The top rale on income bonds went up 
from 6.45 per cent to 7 per cent yester- 
day and wifi rise again to 725 per cent on 
8 January. 

London-based letting agents Ludlow 
Thompson arc offering a free guide to in- 
vestment in residential property. Copies 
are available from Freepost London El 
8BR or call 01233-211551. 

Nationwide Building Society is offering 
new customers opening a Smart or Smart 
- Save account and existing customer, 
who save an extra pound a free 1998 box 
calendar and the chance to join a Prize 
Draw. Both accounts pay 12 per cent 
gross on any balance. 
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Dividing the spoils 
of divorce 


A peak of divorce petitions 
typically begins after the 
Christmas break. Traumatic 
enough in itself the task of 
dividing the worldly goods can 
bring its own problems. 
Gwenda Joyce-Brophy points 
out the pitfalls. 


Ftrhaps the glaring antithesis of the marriage 

to the happy image omnipresent at Christ- 
inas becomes just too painfully obvious. Or 
the elongated seasonal break forces an al- 
ready fragile structure to fracture irrevoca- 
bly, but as the crowds rush to the January 
sales, solidtocs have come to expea their own 
queues - of those instigating divorce. 

The current situation is one of “all 
change". When the Family Law Act of 1996 
is fully implemented (probably not until 
around 1999) arrangements over finance will 
need to be resolved before a divorce is grant- 
ed. North of the border, family and divorce 
remains distinct, and the Family Law 
(Scotland) Act sets out principles to guide 
Ue courts in making financial orders. 

• Meanwhile, Mr and Mrs K, from London, 
their thirties with a child at private 
school, have joined the seasonal surge. 
Here is a family home - with a mortgage - 
one private car, one company car, a portfolio 
of shares, one joint and two individual bank 
acocuats, a number oF insurance policies, plus 
moqest savings accounts. Mr K pays into a 
private pension scheme, Mrs K has no fund 
of her own. Like many couples they have buflt 
up their own particular financial profile of 
debts and assets. Mrs K feels particularly 
vulnerable, not just regarding pension 
provision, but since she also feels less au fait 
with matters financial. 

One course of action is to enlist specialist 
services. Hill Martin Financial Management, 
for example, have a Matrimonial Litigation 
Support Service, which offers independent 
advice tailored to the individual - includ- 
ing their lifestyle and risk profile. But is this 
a luxury, the preserve of the super-rich? 
“Absolutely not," says the group's Mark 
Ormerod, who suggests a threshold figure 
of around £100.000 in assets. An initial no- 
cost meeting analyses a client’s situation, and 


a fixed fee is quoted. Duplication is not an 
issue. “We are not in the role of solicitors, 
nor do we get involved in negotiation,” says 
Mr Ormerod. For example, if some of the 
share portfolio is in Mr K"s name alone, and 
Mrs K. suspects that her husband is 
attempting to dispose of them, advice and 
action would strictly be the domain of her 
solicitor. “Our role is to assist the client clarify 
the current situation - and to plan ahead. 
As the divorce progresses from the pre to 
the post-settlement stage priorities evolve 
to making the best of the settlement - and 


adjusting to the financial constraints imposed 
by it," adds Ormerod. “We can also attempt 
to minimise the tax consequences of longer- 
term decisions." 

Such groups will have a team of 
specialists in different areas, with the most 
appropriate drawn on as required. In 
essence they, plus your solicitor, form a 
temporary, complementary team that 
specialises on your particular case. Indeed, 
many solicitors who feel out of their depth 
in the murky waters of pension valuation 
have themselves been utilizing the services 


of organisations like Hill Martin. Other 
organisations who wdl perform valuations 
include the Divorce Corporation (for oth- 
er “professionals") and the Society of 
Pension Consultants. 

Pension valuation remains an issue not 
yet satisfactorily resolved in the larger, on- 
going story of pensions in divorce. Pensions 
can be the major asset when equity in prop- 
erty is low. (In Scotland things are simpler, 
a spouse is entitled to a share of the con- 
tribution made only during the marriage.) 

Current regulations define the value of 


a pension as the “cash equivalent transfer 
value" - equivalent of how much a pension 
scheme holder would be paid if they were 
to transfer the money from the current to 
another pension fund, although, according 
to Helen Carfkk, author of The Which?Guide 
to Divorce, this valuation method can under- 
shoot the real value, especially of occupa- 
tional (as opposed to personal) pensions. 

Courts can now “earmark" -set aside - 
a share of a spouse's pension. Counter to the 
oonoept of a clean break, there are problems 
too with the death of the pension-scheme 


member pre-re tiremcnL or the remarriage 
of either partner. A system of compensation 
is often preferred, and while a judge cannot 
get into the pension fend itself, he does have 
the power to redistribute other assets. 

TMdl and good in theoiy. but financial con- 
straints can mean that no money is actually 
available. Pension splitting ( the allocated pen- 
sion share remains in the scheme ) has ils own 

supporters, including lobby group Fair- 
shares among others, but the debate con- 
tinues, and it is not presently an option. 

Finally, if the division of any of the assets 
becomes too fraught during the negotia- 
tions, mediation, where participants are 
encouraged to make informed decisions and 
negotiate agreement, may be a way out of 
an impasse. 

■ Bone up with specialist publications: TJitr 
Which? Guide to Divorce has chapters on 
‘Financial Planning for Divorce', ‘Money 
in Divorce’ and ‘Pensions', and on the 
situation in Scotland. £10.99 p&p free, call 
0800 252100. The Finance of Divorce, by 
Peter Vaines, publisher Pan, £6.99. 

■ A checklist of assets is a good way of 
getting organised - include property, 
vehicles, valuables; occupational pensions, 
superannuation or personal plans; any 
compensation paid for having been mis-snld 
a pension; current and savings bank or 
building society accounts; stocks and 
shares, unit trusts, PEPs, Tessas: life 
insurance policies, and redemption values 
of investments yet to mature. 

* With Lheir specialised knowledge the 
services of a financial management group 
could be usefeL The more accurate the 
information you give on the range and value 
of assets, the more focused and valuable 
the service to you. 

■ Try to agree as much as possible wife vour 
spouse. Fighting aver every Little aspect is 
costly, and can result in a downward spiral 
where what is in the “pot" is even further 
reduced. 

The Divorce Corporation: 011462616 
Family Mediators Association: 01273 747750 
Hid Martin Financial Managements: 
London office: 01 71 233 2777: Bristol office: 
0117 92 7 9985; National Family Mediation: 
0171 3S3 5993. The Society of Pension Con- 
sultants: 92 Fleet Street, London EC4Y1DH 
(written inquiries only). 
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Since I started writing a few 
months ago about the merits 
of index tracking funds, 1 
have received a lot of 
comments from both inside 
and outside the fend 
management industry. Many 
have been polite and 
supportive, others, 
inevitably, less so. What is 
clear is feat fee argument 
about the merits of active 
investment strikes at the 
very heart of fee nature of 
the investment management 
business. It also throws into 
stark relief the ambiguous 
nature of most people's 
attitudes to the question of 
risk and return. 

As many active fend 
managers quite rightly point 
out, the case for index 
tracking funds rests on a 
curious paradox. The reason 
why most active fend 
managers fail to outperform 
fee market averages has 
something to do with the 
fees and transaction costs 
which they incur. But it is 
also partly about fee fact 
that stock markets arc 
fundamentally competitive 
places where thousands of 
talented and highly paid 
people are in a struggle to 
outperform each other. By 
definition, if your objective 
is to do better than average, 
this contest is one which, in 
any given year, half of the 
contestants simply cannot 
win. To go on winning year 
after year becomes 
progressively harder still, 
which Is why it is so rarely 
achieved over long periods 
of time. 

The intensity of 
competition in financial 
markets is the hard kernel 
of truth which underlies the 
flawed academic notion 
that stock markets arc 
efficient, in the sense that 
they discount all available 
information. The paradox is 
that index tracking only 
works because markets are 
competitive. Yet if everyone 
were to switch to an index- 
tracking strategy. fee 
markets would cease to be 
competitive and the 
strategy would then cease 
to work. Everyone would be 
so busy chasing each other's 
tail that there would he 
nobody left to do the hard 
competitive analysis which 
is what makes most shares 
in the first place reasonably 
valued most of the time. 

Quite when vou reach 


fee point is a matter for 
debate. Is it when 25 per 
cent of all fee money under 
management is essentially 
following an index-tracking 
strategy? Or 50 per cent? 

Or 75 per cent? 

There are as many 
answers as there are 
estimates of how much 
money is already invested in 
this way. (It is one thing to 
monitor how many pension 
fends, for example, are 
explicitly following an 
index-tracking policy - it 
seems to be about 25 per 
cent of the total - but quite 
anofeer to know how many 
other fends are in effect 
indexing most of lheir 
money without explicitly 
admitting fee fact.) 

That there is such a point 
is not in doubt. My view, for 
what it is worth, is feat wc 
are still some way short of 
reaching fee point at which 
the marginal returns to 
active management start to 
rise again. The number of 
people employed in the 
securities business world- 
wide, for example, continues 
to rise, as docs the amuunt 
of money under professional 
management. While an 
increasing amount of 
research effort is now being 
channelled into places such 
as continental Europe and 
the emerging markets, there 
is no sign of any let up in the . 
competitive monitoring of 
leading share prices in the 
established London and 
New York markets. 

Even had wc reached fee 
apotheosis point for index 
tracking, which I am sure we 
have noL iL still would not 
follow that for most 
ordinary investors active 
management was a better 
bet. It would then he a 
question of assessing the 
cost and risk of an active 
strategy, relative to that of 
taking what the market 
averages have to offer. The 
thing which most investors - 
and most pension fund 
trustees - seem to find 
hardest to accept is that, in 
slock market investment, 
average performance is a 
perfectly legitimate 
objective, especially if it 
comes in a bundle with low 
costs. This is only another 
way of saying fear for 
anyone with a reasonably 
diversified portfolio of 
shares, the biggest influence 
on the way its value moves 


will be the way fee market 
as a whole moves, not the 
performance of the 
individual shares. 

There is no doubt that a 
few very successful 
professional investors can 
consistently outperform the 
pack over long periods of 
time (as it happens. I have 
written a book, coming out 
early next year, which 
profiles some of them). But 
unless you know how to 
pick them out, it docs not 
follow automatically that 
you will be able to benefit 
from the fact. 

If you are able to do so, 
or if you have the lime to 
pick your own shares and 
to find a successful formula 
for doing so, then that is 
obviously wlial you should 
do. Just recognise, 
however, that the odds arc 
that you will end up doing 
about average - or maybe 
worse. 

Not all is lost however, 
even if you cannot see your 
own way to outperform the 
market over time. One way 
to have consistently beaten 
fee averages in the last few 
years has been to buy shares 
in fee fund management 
companies themselves. 
Mercury Asset Management 
(which has just been bid for 
by Merrill Lynch). Perpetual 
and lnvesco have ull done 
exceptionally well for 
investors. Even M&G and 
Henderson have mostly kept 
pace with the index, despite 
having a number of internal 
and competitive issues to 
resolve. 

What you get wife one of 
the better fend 
management companies is 
not just the benefit of 
exposure to rising markets - 
their income rises 
automatically as the value 
of lheir fends under 
management goes up - but 
also the chance to buy back 
(as it were) some of the 
juicy 1 management fees that 
make active management 
such an expensive business 
in the first place. The party 
does tend to stop when 
stock markets go into 
reverse, however - so, in 
opting for fend 
management company 
shares, you are still partially 
back in the business of 
trying to call the market 
yourself. And that, as we 
know, is fee hardest part of 
it all. 


John Armit Wines January Sale. ..in December? 

Yes. you can buy wine now at discounted prices for all your Christmas entertaining and gifts, 

> Cal! Rebecca Hayes at John Armit Wines for our January Sale catalogue on 0171-7276846. 



Don’t Waste Your Money 

Save more than £11, get 3 extra 
publications worth £10.40 free and 
never pay any price, incease - ever 

T he best person to control your savings and investments is you. But to make the 
most informed choices you need to understand your options. Subscribe to 
Personal Finance magazine and we'll make your money work harder - right away. 

Personal Finance magazine is written especially for those chat are new 
to investing and saving, or have too little time to find out about all the 
options for themselves. 

Each monel t the magazine explains all the complexities in everyday jargon-free 
language covering topics such as: 

• PEPs • Pension and savings plan investments • Investment Trusts 
• Unit Trusts • Life insurance....~.....and much, orach more. 

All for only £2.60 each month from your newsagent But take up this special 3 pan subscriber offer, and 
voull pay less than £1.67 an issue . 

Part 1 - With this massive 36% discount you may already be reaching for your cheque book. Well, hold un a minute, 
(f you choose to pay your subscription by standing order - nor only need you SEND NO MONEY NOW - but we will 
hold your subscription at this price forever.* THEN THERE'S MORE. 



Part 2 -The jargon-busting Complete Guide to Capital Gmwtbwiii help you make your money grow in the way that’s 
right for you. p“ — — — — “ “ — — - — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — -■-j 

I wish to become a subscriber to Personal Finance magazine for only I 

£19.95 for 12 issues and claim The Complete Guide to Capital Growth jj 

(worth £250) and the two editions of What PEP (worth £7.90) both Free to j 

subscribers. « 


For subscribers to Personal | 
Finance M agazine It’s | 

entirely free. j 


Part 3 - What PEP gives you all 
die details on how you can get 
the most out of sating tax 
free. Publislted twice a year, 
die price of this publication Is 
£3-95 per issue. For you both 
issues (worth £ 7.90 will 
cost nothing at all 

So - whether you select 
standing nrder or cash - fill 
and send hack tin's coupon 
right away (postage is paid) 
and we'll help you find our 
how to make the most of 
vour money. 
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The benefits of returning 
to a state pension 


BEST BORROWING RATES 


[best savtj ^gTr^tes 


% Rale and 
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I MORTGAGES 


Recent changes to legislation have 
slashed the value of contracting 
out of the state pension scheme. 
Andrew Verity finds that millions of 
personal pension holders could be 
better off back in Serps. 


Exchequer, to abolish tax credits on pounds, whittled away to nothing by the flnl- 
dividends, reducing the return on invest- rate fees. 

ments which a pension fund can expect to Brian Wilson, a B&W expert on 
earn. If a pension fund is expected to grow contracting out, said: “My suspicion is that 
by less, then it is less likely at retirement the Budget changes probably knock nut 


to pay benefits to match Serps. 

Second, in April, when the 1995 Pen 


contracting out of Serps as an option for 
most people. I'm surprised that so mans 


sions Act came into force, rebates were in people are contracted out; 1 would have 
effect slashed. While every saver formerly thought that the Budget change would he 
If picking a pension were like doing a dance, received a rebate worth 4.8 per cent of their the killer blow." 

there would be just one name for the annual earnings, these now change with age. Per- Worst of all. there are 3.5 million 
routine of deciding whether to be in the sonal pension savers under 30 now get a holders of personal pensions, mostly on 


1.25*to.J.l« 
..199*10 lino. 

4 50% tor 2 para 
5.95% tor 3 para 
7J0%«rbpaB. 

4J5%Ifl 1.1.00.. 
MO* IB 1.1.01 
MO%D31M3 


state earnings related pension scheme 
(Serps) or not. Tbe hokey-kokey. 

Every year, the 


rebate worth 3.1 percent of their earnings: incomes of less than £10.000 a year, who 
at 50 they get 9 per cenL make no extra contribution of their own 

above the rebate. 

; The average amount 

ision will be worth compared to SERPS that goes into their 

rf SERPS forgone pension every year is 

just £350 - an 
1 amount so small that 

o fees could erode it to 

g nothing by the time 

^ the saver retires, 

o Since the Budget. 

* — S. the Government has 

/ a \ .= dec/ined to say 

\ o whether it will revise 

'i. S rebates upwards. 

"""" "" ^ <§ The IRA Association. 

— __ _ ^ N \ -* which represents in- 

7 , ‘•■’y N&. "j dependent financial 

4'£/?\*/. ‘ V \//\ ***•. I advisers, last week 

•' '/V- • .V ^ ; told the Government 

***_[%»■ S that its members 

f.'i- r L TZZ. : . r ! ! t= would be forced to 

.. • V . = 3 % Assumafrateot f advisc miliions 

— 2 % investment growth clients to return to 

above national - . “ Serps unless more 

™SERPS earnings information was 

/■+ . ^ i- .. • v - • • available. 

45 50 55 60 DenhamT*the ptm" 

onal pension members ... 

__ sions minister at the 

DSS, bowed to 

According to leading actuaries Bacon relentless pressure from the pensions 
& Woodrow, the seemingly generous industiy by announcing he would instruct 


6 million holders 

of personal pens- What your pension will be worth compared to SERPS 

ions, plus another Personal pension as a % of SERPS forgone 
half a million m 

company-run 200 % ' 

money purchase 
schemes, are ex- 
pected to make a 
crucial decision 

which can have a 150% 

profound effect on J' yV^V 

their wealth - or ^ a=S!5: =«=^ f >. \v 

poverty - in re- / \\ 

tiremenL Should — ^ 

they be in, or out, i 00 % . ........... 

of the sta l e ea rn - > "r 71 t ; '/ r .' ..>*•' . ^ . 

i ngs-rela ted pen- ■//'• '/ • 1 - . - L V C. - '*** '' ' '• ***• 

sion scheme? • , .it---- ; '.f/rjj . '/T i: s . • • - •" v • • '-** ■- • ' 
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Currend)', most . . 4 . , o.y-- • • 

of the millions of 5ra : l ^ - \ ssmaj ^ 0 , 

pnvate pension =■ J .? • :.-?j • . T-.-, r. s = o % , Ul 

savers are out of r.::" f : : ; '• • ’ 3 : — 2 % investment grow 

the scheme. By f jv — 1* above natronal 

“contracting out", "SERPS earnings 

the saver forgoes ' 

the benefits of 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 

Serps m exchange Present age of personal pension members 

for a rebate of 1 — 

national insurance 

contributions which then goes into a According to leading actuaries Bacon 
private scheme. & Woodrow, the seemingly generous 

If the rebate to the private scheme is spirit behind the new rebates was a 
large enough, and the relurn on the phantom. Even the Government Actuary’ 
investments it buys is high enough, personal noted that the new rebates were too 
pension holders will be better off with a small to cover the amount that went out 
private scheme until they reach a “pivotal to most private pension providers in flat- 
age", usually 47 for women and 52 for men. rate monthly fees and other expenses. Far 
But for future pensioners, the whole from making - it easier to stay out of 
question of contracting out to a private Serps, it made it harder, 
scheme has been thrown into confusion by Bacon & Woodrow warns that unless the 
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If the rebate to the private scheme is spirit behind the new rebates was a the Government Actuary to look at rebates, 
large enough, and the reLurn on the phantom. Even the Government Actuary’ He added: “We are committed to ensuring 
investments it buys is high enough, personal noted that the new rebates were too that individuals have good quality second 
pension holders will be better off with a small to cover the amount that went out pensions and wish to enable as many 
private scheme until they reach a “pivotal to most private pension providers in flat- people as possible to achieve this through 
age", usually 47 for women and 52 for men. rate monthly fees and other expenses. Far [private] provision." 

But for future pensioners, the whole from making -it easier to stay out of However, even if a change is considered 

question of contracting out to a private Serps, it made it harder. necessaiy. it will not happen until April 1999 

scheme has been thrown into confusion by Bacon & Woodrow warns that unless the at the earliest The IFA Association wants 

two recent events, triggering warnings Government considers raising the level of to know as soon as possible whether a rise 
that millions may be better off returning rebates -an exercise that could cost hun- in rebates will occur in order that its 
to the state scheme earlier. And actuaries dreds of millions of pounds - millions of members can give informed advice. Savers 
are warning that some may be better off savers should not be contracting out. concerned about their pension should 
staying in the state scheme - full stop. Potentially, savers who have been con- expect advice from their adviser or com- 
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Gordon Brown, the Chancellor of the their private savings, worth hundreds of a refusal. 


Cashing in 

an endowment policy? 


CLIFFORD GERMAN 


What the Chancellor needs to do 
before anyone can plan for the future 



Make sure it goes 
to the highest bidder. 


Auction prices for endowment policies can be as much 
as double assurance companies' surrender values. 
There's only one place to find out what yours is worth. 
For more information rins, fax 7 or visit our web site. 


H.E, 

Foster & Cranfieid 

ESTABLISHED 1843 

Auctioneers and Valuers 
20 Britton Street, London EClM 5NQ 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. 

FREEPHONE: 0800 072 0141 
Fax: 0171 608 1943 

www.foster-and-cranfield.co.uk 


The sighi and sound of the 
Government falling off a succession 
of financial high wires is not an 
encouraging one, unless you happen 
to be a Conservative politician. Last 
month it was the special treatment 
for tobacco sponsorship of Formula 
One racing, last week it was the 
belly-flop launch of the individual 
savings account and this week the 
painful consequences when plans to 
cut benefits for single parents who 
will not or cannot find work tripped 
over the welfare to work programme. 

It is increasingly dear lhat ever 
since il came to power this 
Government has been making policy 
piecemeal, when whal is needed is an 
all-embracing review of taxation, 
mortgages, pensions, benefits and 
savings which will let savers, 
investors, borrowers, financial 
planners and their customers have all 
the facts they need lo make long- 
term financial decisions. 

Take pensions. Proper pension 
planning needs long-term stability and 
certainty, yet the pensions industry 
does not know whether it is coming or 
going. Everyone agrees that the role 
of the state has to be scaled down, 
that company pension schemes linked 
to final salary and length of service 
are giving way to portable personal 
pension plans. Yet millions of people 
have no private pension plans in 
position and most of those who do are 
noi putting away enough each year to 
he comfortable in retirement. 

The Government has set out 
proposals for stakeholder pensions to 
try to bring in the 10 million people 
who do not yet have a private 
pension plan. They have been widely 
welcomed hut we still do not know 
whether they will be available to 
existing pension holders as well, or 
what the tax regime will be. 

But almost the Chancellor's first 
act in the July Budget was in cut the 
existing lax relief pension that funds 
enjoy, a move which will reduce ihe 
prospective pensions a given sum will 
buy in future by up to 10 per ecnl. 

The rebates on national insurance 
payable to people who opt out of the 
slate earnings* related pension scheme 
(Serps) have been cut back to the 


point where many financial advisers 
think more people, should consider 
moving back into Serps. A new review 
of rebates has been promised but will 
not be operative until April 1999. 

A Royal Commission has just 
been set up to review ways of 
providing affordable insurance 
policies to help people pay for long- 
term residential and nursing care, 
but the commission will not reporL 
for 12 months, it could be two to 
three years before it is on the statute 
book and there are no dues how it 
might fit into the overall tax and 
savings picture. Companies like PPP 
Healthcare have promised lhat 
anyone who buys a policy now will 
not be disadvantaged by any future 
changes, but this is hardly a recipe to 
encourage customers to buy now. 
and this is not a business where time 
is on the side of the purchaser. 

The Chancellor also plans to 
reform the lax system, hut this only 
creates uncertainty about the future 
of tax-free lump sums which are such 
a vital part of the appeal of personal 
pensions. Suggestions that the 
Treasury would like to remove tax 
relief on contributions to pension 
funds and switch it to pensions in 
payment, so that pensions are treated 
the same way as tax-free investments 
may well have an intellectual appeal, 
as well as improving ihe Treasury's 
own cash flow by several billions a 
year. But until the issue is cleared un. 
investors do nut know whether to bet 
on a pension or a PEP. 

Well they will si s in. if the 
Paymaster General has his way and 
the lifetime limit on the iax-fre L . 
savings accounts that will replace 
Tessas and PEPs is pegged at t5U,U00 
That is a nice little tax-free nest-egg 
but nothing like enough on its own to 
provide a comfortable income for life. 
Now I have siime sympathy for the 
L hancellor hecause someone 
somewhere has to pay some lax and 
me line did need drawing on PEPs 
some lime ago. But for obvious 
political reasons no Tory government 

*f l * un P°Pular decisions 
that could be left u, Labour. 

However, the proposed £50.unu 
hm.i is going to force far too many 


people to rethink their financial 
planning from 1999. Likewise, the 
Government should have lifted the 
ceiling on Tessas by £1,000 a year 
instead of imposing a £ 1,000 limi t on 
cash investments in an ISA. 
Meanwhile, the working poor will 
never be able to save conventionally. 
They need something realty worth- 
while, like a national insurance rebate 
that cannot be spent until they retire. 

The rumours have been going 
round that the Chancellor plans to 
abolish top rate tax relief on pension 
contributions. Although it creates a 
sense of relief when he does not do 
so, in the long run proper investment 
planning is impossible unless 
investors know ihe lax environment 
in which they are working. 

Lack of information over the future 
of capita] gains tax and inheritance tax 
is also creating uncertainty. It simply 
helps advisers and accountants to sell 
avoidance plans that ma y or may not 
turn out to be effective. The 
Chancellor missed one chance in the 
green budget Last month to introduce 
reforms which would have let investors 
know where they stand. 

The latest round of rumours 
suggest that the Chancellor is also 
planning to reform separate taxation 
of married couples, although no one 
seems to be sure whether he intends 
to restore the incentives to married 
couples the previous government had 
progressively reduced: or whether, as 
■some alarmists think, he is planning 
to tighten controls on tbe transfer of 
assets between spouses as part of a 
move to make inheritance tax more 
effective. That, in turn, would create 
a new set of rules governing lifetime 
gifts and asset transfer* between 
spouses and sow more confusion into 
the divorce law where plans for 
pension splitting are slowly emer ging 

If there really is a master plan in 
the Chancellor’s mind and there really 
is logic and order in the apparent 
chaos I will be the first to take my hat 
off to him when the reform is 
complete, the loopholes have been 
closed and the financial services 
industry can get down to lifetime 
financial planning for its clients. But 
the prospects are not encouraging. 
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Most people still do not realise that 
some personal pension plans offer a 
very good deal to all their plan 
holders, while others provide an 
appalling deal to many, and sometimes 
most, of their customers. It is not just 
the published charges which eat up 
the benefits, John Chapman explains. 
Transferring your pension plan, 
stopping payment of premiums and 
retiring early can all seriously damage 
your wealth in stealthy ways. 


Three years into a new regime featuring dis- 
closure of charges, it is dear that the regulations 
have not made the best of it. They have focused 
on requiring lengthy descriptions of products to 
individual consumers. They have made no 
effort to make or encourage comparisons of the 
effects of charges, which was the real aim of dis- 
closure. As a result, the bulk of consumers are 
unaware that they should steer clear of the many 
poor products that are being vigorously sold. 

The danger signals were dear two years ago. 
Given the different incidence of charges, and the 
manipulations to finance high maturity payouts 
for the few through penalties on the many stop- 
ping early, Office of Fair Trading (OFT) reports 
had pointed to the importance of comparisons 
of the effects of charges at early, mid-way and 
maturity stages of plans. 

To stimulate debate, I suggested ABC ratings 
at three stages in the life of plans. An AAA rat- 
ing would indicate good returns at all stages, while 
a CBA rating would indicate poor returns when 
stopping early, moderate when stopping mid-way, 
and a good maturity payout for the small minority 
reaching that stage. 

After much discussion with the industry. 
Money Marketing, a leading paper for indepen- 
dent financial advisers (IFAs), adopted the 
ABC rating system and has used it in its two 
product surveys for the last two years. Sadly, 
however, the national newspapers, with the 
notable exception of The Independent, have given 
little publicity to this rating system. The financial 
regulators have not encouraged its use or the 
use of any rating system. Hence disclosure has 
been 3 botched job. 

What makes pension plans so complicated and 
so different is the variety of charges used by com- 
panies to recoup their, often very different, levels 
of expenses. There are initial charges of around 
5 per cent, and annual fund management 
charges of around 1 per cent. In addition, there 
can be heavy charges through reduced alloca- 
tions of premiums, or through “capital units" 
which are valueless unless held to maturity and 
which attract swingeing annual levies if so held. 
There are also introduction and annual fees, and 
often significant penalties if you transfer your 
plan, retire early, or simply stop paying your 


premiums and go “paid up", leaving what the 
company accords to you to grow with their in- 
vestment performance. 

Hie ABC system of rating does not tell you 
how many people are likely to affected by charges 
at such stages on different pension plans. Here 
the persistency figures published each year by 
the Personal Investment Authority are increas- 
ingly useful. These show that on average, after 
three years, 34 per cent of pension plan hold- 
ers with direct sales force (DSF) companies bad 
stopped paring premiums, compared with 22 per 
cent of plans sold by IFAs. Three-year lapse rates 
varied from 10 per cent with Standard Life to 
55 per cent with Guardian. I have assumed fol- 
low-on lapse rates averaging 8 per cent each year 
for DSF sales and 6 per cent for IFA sales. On 
such a basis the proportions of 30-year plans held 
to maturity would vary from over 20 per cen t with 
some companies to only 5 per cent with others. 

Persistency figures can be combined with 
projected transfer values of each company, 
assuming a 9 per cent a year growth in funds. For 
a 30-year plan with premiums of £200 a month 
transfer values after two years vary greatly, from 
£5.408 with Equitable Life to £1,390 with Abbey 
Life. For each company a break-even year can 
be derived, when the transfer value indicated by 
projections exceeds the accumulated premiums 
paid. The proportions of plan holders slopping 
premiums before breaking even and their aver- 
age losses are shown by company in the table. It 
appears that on average over a third of plans re- 
sult in losses on transfer, and that with some com- 
panies the proportion may be over 60 percent. 

Most plan holders, however, do not transfer 
but go “paid-up", ie they- stop paying their pre- 
miums for various reasons and leave their net 
savings to grow to their maturity date with the 
same company. Unfortunately, the disclosure 
regime has somehow failed to require the dis- 
closure of paid-up values accorded by compa- 
nies. Luckily, a survey by the IFA Alan Lakey, 
published in Money Management in November, 
has revealed what these paid-up values are. In 
most cases they are the same as transfer values, 
but in about a quarter of plans they are much 
higher. But such figures are illusory; many are 
only pitched higher so that companies can 
maximise their charges, typically through annual 
levies on notional capital units. Another reve- 
lation of this survey is that some paid-up values 
at the same level as transfer values also include 
extraordinary charges, as indicated by the low 
maturity values arising from them. 

The projected rates of return for plan hold- 
ers going paid-up at various stages can now be 
estimated, assuming 9 per cent annual growth. 
At two years they vary from 8 per cent a year 
or over with Equitable Life and Marks & 
Spencer to under 2 per cent with Allied Dun- 
bar and Lincoln. After five years the gap ranges 
from 83 to 5.8 per cent a year, and after 20 years 
from 83 to 7 per cent a year. Although the gap 
narrows, the crucial point is that those sold 


polraeswithbigh-dia^ an enor- 

mous handicap compared with those with low- 
charge companies. Many of than will stop paying 
premiums early and receive very poor returns, 
whereas if they were with a low-charge company 
they stand to get a good return whether they slop 
early or not. 

The proportions of plan holders likely to re- 
ceive returns of various levels can be estimated. 
Those receiving appallingly low returns of 
under 5 per cent a year are shown in the table. 
With several companies over a quarter and even 
towards half of plans result in such poor returns. 

A new indicator can now be introduced. The 
“average plan return” can be calculated from the 
projections of returns from going paid-up in any 
year and of those stopping in those years. 

• As shown, such projected returns vary from 
over 8 per cent to under 5 per cent The aver- 
age plan return reflects the charges, their lev- 
els and structures, and lapse rates. It picks up 
features like paid-up plans having no value un- 
til say a year's premiums have been paid, which 
may elude the ABC ratings. The average plan 
return does not, however, indicate the structure 
of charges, as the ABC ratings do. In effect, the 
two approaches complement each other to pre- 
sent a useful picture. 

Of course, the actual returns wiQ depend on 
investment performances as welL Any company 
with consistently bad performance should be re- 
quired to explain itself Butin the eariy years, when 
the effects of charges can be so great, variations 
in performance can have only marginal effects. To- 
wards the later stages of the life of policies in- 
vestment performances will be more important, 
but closing a gap of 1 per cent a year for each of 
20 or 30 years is a pretty tall order. 

The table also shows the new income for reg- 
ular premium pensions for each company. It is 
worth adding that in 1966 the four companies 
at the bottom of the table for which figures are 
available, ie Allied Dunbar, Barclays, Skandia 
and Lincoln, achieved sales Increases of 11 per 
cent. 16 per cent, 73 per cent and 22 per cent 
respectively. 

What does the table tell us? Can companies, 
as the fog lifts on their activities, continue with 
charging and selling practices resulting in sub- 
stantial proportions of their plans bringing 
losses or very poor returns for their plan 
holders? Can the regulators maintain their line 
that they are only interested in selling practices, 
not in what is being sold? Can they defend the 
apparent error in not requiring the effects of 
going paid up to be disclosed? 

Can the Government really continue to sub- 
sidise the vast numbers of plans with losses or 
poor returns? Can all such parties scandalously 
continue to sit back while hundreds of thousands 
of consumers are sold poor-value pension 
plans because they not had the interest, energy 
or guts to do anything effective about it, like 
giving widespread publicity to a rating system 
for a start? 


ILLUSTRATIVE LISTING OF PENSION PLANS BY RATINGS 
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Legal & General's low costs provides 
I better value and reduces risk 




Company* 

(new income 1996/£m) 


Equitable (300) 
Marks&Spencer (na) 
Scottish Widows (70) 
Virgin (na) 

Alliance & Leicester (na) 
, Standard Life ( 123) 

Legal & General (62) 
Friends Provident (39) 
Clerical Medical (38) 
Commercial Union (24) 
National Mutual (42) 
Norwich Union (68) 

NPI (55) 

Scottish Mutual (39) 
AXA Equity & Law (25) 
General Acddenc (46) 
Scottish Ufe (43) 

Midland (na) 

Eagle Star (10) 

Scottish Amicable (44) 
Natwest(25) 

Sun Life ( 97) 

J.RothschiM (27) 

Scottish Equitable (118) 
Abbey National 
Black Horse- (21) 

Allied Dunbar (94) 
TSB(na) 

Skandia (18) . 

Barclays (20) 

Guardian (na) 

Abbey Life (43) 

Lincoln (26) 


On Transfer On Going Paid Up or to Maturity 

Plans losing Average loss % of plans with Average Plan Ratings, early 

% £ returns under 5% return (%pa) mid and final 

stages 

0? - 0 8.3 A+A+A+ 

n> 0 8.1 A+AA+ 


Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high performance 
PEPs to our customers. 
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Over the years, our determinaton to 
provide outstanding value for money 
has meant that today. Legal & General 
Investment Management has in excess of 
£SO billion under management. 

Now. we are delighted to introduce 
the latest improvement to our PEP 
range - Legal & General's Corporate 


Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEP 
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7.3% 


Bond PEP. 

Once again, we've 
delivered unbeatable value. 
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Let the buyer beware ... their surveyor and solicitor 
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First-time buyers and veteran 
^ | home-owners alike are sitting 
. 454 •• ducks. Shoddy surveys shoot 
^ ^ '>* os down. So do solicitors who 

.*?-? swan off, and vendors with two 
?: j laces and forked tongues. 

* Overwhelmed by detail and 
-• j legaiese, we are ripe for plucking 
;; l and gazumping. Robert Uebman 

■ visits the shooting range 
■ and discovers ways to avoid 
: - the quacks 


"■ Standing in wbat was soon to be her 
‘ : y master bedroom, Pippa saw a sag in the 
. •! ceiling. In fact, when she reached up, she 

Y actually touched the ceiling. She couldn't 
:■ C deal with this alarming situation, but she 
•• knew a man who could. 

A communications manager, she had 
■ been living with her parents in Sussex, com- 
. muting to London, and property hunting 
• in another part of Sussex. Good properties 
= y were scarce, and she was relieved to find 
? a decent two-bedroom house. 

Pippa had revisited the house only to 
. measure up for furniture, not to look 
v t for flaws or structural defects. The lender’s 
<u ; surveyor had found nothing amiss and 
? 5 approved the mortgage. Little stood in the 
way of a routine exchange and completion 
Little, that is, except a ceiling seeking a 
. cuddle with the floor. 

Pippa consulted her father, and a few 
- days Later he examined the lofL "On a duO 
. day, daylight streamed through a sizeable 
gap in the roof between the party wall and 
the roof. If it had been a sunny day, I could 
= . * have read a book up there ” he says. 

This was no mere missing or slipped tfle. 
1 ■ And it wasn’t new either. "There were many 
stained bricks beneath the gap, and you 
could see where pitch had trickled down 
along the brickwork. Someone had tried to 
fix it before.” 



Hillary and Andy Morgan are among those who have experienced unnecessary distress due to confusing legaiese Photograph: John Lawrence 


The sellers had recently vacated and, his 
curiosity aroused. Pippa's father scoured 
the empty premises, which readily revealed 
its secrets. “I found large cracks in the 
cupboards, and damp uoder the stairs. 
Near the fireplace on the other side of the 
house, the carpet was so damp that it was 
squidgy to walk on.” 

He doubts that the surveyor really 
inspected the loft, and Pippa wonders how 
the buckling ceiling escaped her notice on 
her first viewing. She withdrew from 
the sale, promptly exchanged on another 
property, and completed. Not. alas, 
without new surprises in the form of three 
successive erroneous mortgage offers 
before the lender finally got the details right 
- the day before completion. 


Hillary and Andy Morgan needed to 
correct their mortgage offer only once, but 
faced other, more troubling surprises when 
they sold their Old Amersbam flat to 
buy a larger flat in High Wycombe. Because 
the new property contained neither a 
garden nor a lift, they anticipated a service 
charge approximately £I,UOO less than the 
actual amount. 

Worrisome, too, was a clause in their 
lease, which had been scoured by Andy, 
who has a law degree. “We didn’t realise 
that we would need the freeholder's 
permission to make internal changes,” 
says Hillary, a marketing manager with 
publisher HarperCollins in west London. 
A twosome soon to be a threesome, they 
intended to convert a huge bathroom into 


a bedroom. “We had to show the architect's 
plans to the managing agent, and also pay 
a fee," she says. 

At least their lease was comprehensible. 
Another recent buyer, Caren, bad a lease 
which, taken literally, seemed to require 
permission for all internal changes, even 
down to modernising baths and showers. 
She intended to let die flat to foreigners, 
and an upgrading of many interior features 
was on the cards. Caren insisted on 
clarification, and it was forthcoming 
only after she threatened lo take her 
custom elsewhere. 

Even her own solicitor was stumped by 
the lease terminology. Indeed, when it 
comes to surprises, some solicitors are more 
problem than solution. For verification, ask 


anyone who, on exchange or completion 
or other crucial day, discovered that 
their solicitor was on the aptly-named 
Costa del Sol. 

Caren received reassurances and quickly 
found a tenant after sprucing up die flat 
The Morgans were safely delivered of a 
bouncing new flat. “No one was bolshie, and 
we got the permissions, but it delayed 
things," says Hillary. Completion was 
much nearer the baby's arrival than we’d 
anticipated." 

Pippa prospered. She soon found a 
house far superior to the damp and crumbly 
premises that she probably would have been 
snick with had she not gone to measure up. 

Each enjoyed a satisfactory outcome. 
But each had also been deeply distressed 


by the unexpected and potentially costly 
hitches. 

Hillary Morgan knows what to do next 
time. “Stan sooner. Everything takes 
longer than you plan for-" Pippa will never 
buy another property without commis- 
sioning her own survey. She might also take 
a lesson out of her father's book: conduct 
your own thorough survey, and borrow a 
ladder lo look into the loft. Had she done 
so on hex initial visit, she might have spared 
herself considerable anxiety. 

Pippa also believes that “we worry too 
much about making pests of ourselves. It 
is up to us to ensure that our solicitors and 
others involved in the process provide the 
service they are supposed to provide” 

Jane Hut allows you to pester her as 
much as you want or need to, for only a ten- 
ner. Her Home Buyers’ Advisory Service, 
which she founded in 1985, primarily 
arranges mortgages. However, the £10 
entitles you to a 45-minute consultation, you 
don't have to arrange a mortgage with 
HBAS, and the fee includes unlimited 
phone r«ns during the conveyance, for 
advice or simply to whinge. 

After Pippa completed, her parents sold 
their house to move nearer to her. 
Convinced about the necessity of nagging, 
they rang their estate agent and solicitor 
so often that BT recommended that they 
specify these phone numbers in their 
Friends and Family list 

Giance favours those who are prepared. 
Delve into the various documents. Most of 
us don’t want to deal with large print, let 
alone small but the deeds and leases con- 
tain vital details. You might be in for a 
beneficial if not pleasant surprise. 

Home Buyers’ Advisor? Service, 18 Seymour 
Place, London W1H5WH; 0171 723 6001 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 
12 Great George Street, Parliament Square, 
London SW1P 3AD; 0171 222 7000 
The Law Society 50 Chancery Lane, London 
WC1A 1SX ; 0171 242 1222 


Prices: up, up and away, or hold 
on tight for a bumpy landing? 


‘More than anything I miss being at the centre of 
things. There’s not even a Gap in Winchester’ 


Homeowners are 
notoriously obsessed by 
how much their property 
is worth now, and next 
year. But how seriously 
can ypu take those 
forecasts and is it possible 
to generalise? Penny Jackson 
looks at last yearns 
forecasts and what the 
experts predict for 1998. 


Not many people would quibble 
with two forecasts for house 
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’ 2 per cent But as the Nationwide 

predicts an average 7 per cent in- 
crease for 1998 and the Halifax 
• 5 percenl it is interesting to note 
. i jf hat, as our chart shows they var- 

.«■ ■ jed as much as 6 per cent in 1 997. 
Despite both having started 
foe year predicting 7 per cent, the 
Halifax now puts the average in- 
crease between 53 and 6 per 
cent, while the Natioowide re- 
\ ports a 12 per cent rise, 
l Rarely have these two major 
mortgage lenders found them- 
selves so far apart. A major rea- 
* - sod is thought to be the London 

and south-east factor which fea- 
. . tures more heavily with the Na- 
tionwide. In September, for 
instance, as the Halifax was 
putting house price inflation in 

> thesouth-eastatlfipercentfor 

_ the year. so East Anglia regis- 
tered at 7Jj pier cent and Scot- 
land at 0.8 per cent 

Some parts of central London 

though saw 40 per cent increas- 
es, a scale which caught most 
people by surprise and has 
pushed the average to between 
18 percenl (De Groat Coffis) and 
-* 20 pet. cent (Knight Frank). 

* • Nextyear, a cooling off at the 

top of the market is expected. 
S tamp duly increases in April 
overpricing cm some properties 
- and uncertainties in the stock 

markets aye all seen as factors. 

- This year's mixed pichire should 

be replaced- by -a- less volatile, 

n»rebioad^basedgrowth.Sav- 
ills, who® predictions tally with 
' the Nationwide’s current 12 per 

ft cenlsffis central London prices 

? asingby 4 per cent .with the av- 
erage- across; the country in- 
creasing by 9 per cent 
. But htw accurate were the 


pundits last year and hew do they 
read the trends for "98? \bfande 
-Barnes, SaviUs Research (prime 
central London was predicted to 
rise by 7.4 per cent this year and 
country houses by 14 per cent) 
says, “in the Home Counties we 
bad seen just over 18 per cent by 
the end of September as London 
money moved further out along 
the mam communication links to 
London. Country house prices 
were also boosted by strong lo- 
cal economies. 

“Prime central London was 
another story. Our figures were 
reached in the first quarter bat 
we are not ashamed of the theory 
that the market would slow 
down. The signs are that the mar- 
ket is fully if not overvalued. We 
expect to see an upturn in provin- 
cial properties next year with 
more people coming into the 
quality league having built up 
nest eggs- They are not borrow- 
ing as much and so can afford to 
outbid the competition. Pur- 
chasing power is high." 

David Woodcock, Black 
Horae Agencies (last year they 

predicted sharp rises due to de- 
mand but an average rise of be- 
low lOper cent): “The reality was 


an esfxyuvfuttuj ~ — j — - 
in London and surrounding ar- 
eas. with dramatic rises and de- 
mand ouistiTpingsuppty-J^ are 

cautiously optimistic for -98, but 

Lhe principal cloud is that mter- 

ea rates wiU continue to nse. But 

since the risk of a sizeable nse is 
fairly low, people wfll stiU be able 
to sell. Hanging on m the hope 
of obtaining a higher pnee *sun- 
KtelV to lead to significant ben- 
efit. Across tile eastern and 
Midlands regions Black Horae 
expects increases between 5 and 
Tner cent with some hotspots. 
Inthe north prices should start 


to rise steadily at a rate between 
3 and 5 per cent.” 

Bill Hughes of country divi- 
sion Gutxoos Daniel Smith (in 
London they predicted 10 per 
cent, with some properties in- 
oeasiog by 20 per cent): “Wb are 
not as bullish os last year. Job 
losses in the banking world could 
have a regional impact in the 
middle ranges. There is still 
huge pent-up demand and in the 
£450.000 market we expert ris- 
es of about 7 per cent, but in the 
£750.000 to £1.2 million be- 
tween 7 and 10 per cent." 

Ian Darby, John Chareol. 
mortgage advisers 1 Predicted 
price rise of 5 to ti per cent and 
interest rate rise of 8.75 by end 
of this year. Rates now stand at 
S.7 per cent): “I can see a po- 
tential for another rale increase 
and ihe likelihood of some rate 
falls later in the year ending with 
a mortgage rate of 8.49 per 
cent-" 

Ian Homersham, John D 
Wood (Predicted prices rising by 
about 12 per cent): “Confidence 
has returned generally and short 
of a serious stock market crash 
there is no reason why the mar- 
ket should lose any of its mo- 
mentum. We predict increases 
ranging from 2 per cent to 5 per 
cent in Fulham and between 10 
per cent and 15 per cent in 
Mayfair." 

Chris Palmer, managing di- 
rector Hampton International. 
-My view & lhal 1998 will be a 
year of two halves, with a slight 
dip in prices in the early part 
which in conjunction with unre- 
alistic vendors may cause a hia- 
tus in the market Barring any 
horrific measures in the Budget 
w should see a strung second 
half with an overall increase of 
5 per cent.” 


All city dwellers dream 
from time to time about 
escaping the rat race and 
moving to the country, but 
what happens to the 
minority who actually do 
it? Gmetta Vednckas listens to 
three salutary stories. 


Wouldn’t it be lovely? Scam- 
pering around countiy lanes in 
search of twisted willow for 
floral displays then home to the 
farmhouse and buttery crum- 
pets for tea. Quick, slap my face. 
I’m having one of those rural 
idyll fantasies again. 

Peter Ripley, like myself, 
obviously read too much Enid 
Blyton as a child - I spent 
every summer in Devon with my 
granddad, roaming fields and 
beaches like the Famous Five. 
After an idyllic holiday in Corn- 
wall with his children. Mr Rip- 
ley decided to acu he gave up 
work, sold their Putney terrace 
and moved the family to a re- 
mote. Cornish mining village. 
Did it live up to expectation? 

“At first it was like being on 
a fabulously long holiday, away 
from pollution and noise. It was 
summer, we had friends down 
and spent weeks exploring the 
coast, collecting fossils and en- 
joying our cottage." says Mr 
Ripley. 

But eventually summer 
turned to autumn, triends vis- 
ited less frequently and the 
only work Mr Ripley found 
was poorly paid. “Everyone 
lakes huge pay cuts in the court- 
try so you end up with a worse 
standard of living .“ Isolation be- 
came a problem: “1 was the only 
man at home with children so 
people in the village thought 1 
was odd." Were the neighbours 
friendly? “They were Cornish 
nationalists and liked badger 
baiting and breeding lurchers. 
It was like being in Alabama." 
he says. 

The family stuck it for a year 
but even the lure of the summer 
couldn't tempi them to stay. The 
cottage proved difficult to sell 
but they were was so desperate 
to return they left anyway and 
rented in London. When Mr 
Rjplcv finally sold, hed lost 



Paradise glossed: the reality of the rural retreat can be one of isolation and poor pay 


OU.OUO. Is. London worth it? 
"It’s fantastic. We make much 
more effort to take advantage 
of theatres, galleries, every- 
thing that’s going." Any advice 
for aspiring Arcadians? “It de- 
pends what sort of person you 
are. Wc had friends who were 
just as isolated but they loved 
it. they' were artists and liked sit- 
ting around naked." 

Roger and Maggie Hands 
yearned for a “chocolate box 
thatched collage" where Mag- 
gie could bake and potter in Lhe 
garden. When Roger, an ar- 
chitect, w.to offered work in a re- 
mote village near Kendal. 
Cumbria they seized the op- 
portunity to exchange life at the 
“heavy end" of Finsbury Park 
for something more peaceful. 
The Hands spotted an advert in 
the Kendal Gazette for a liny 
shepherd’s collage to rent. Af- 
ter an inicrviewwith the estate 
manager, "«-e found ourselves 
cleaning out II) years of rabbit 
shil that the previous tenant , a 
shepherd, had left”. The fami- 
ly Milled down lo a radially dif- 
ferent lifestyle and the children 
attended the liny village school 


with two classes and 37 children. 

Domesticity reigned: “It was 
stunningly beautiful in winter 
and summer and 1 was busy with 
the house. I’d always wanted a 
real coal fire and I made lots of 
quilts," says Ms Hands. On the 
edge of a countiy estate, game- 
keepers passed by in their Land- 
Rovers: “We were plucked from 
one kind of lifestyle into an- 
other. Cows poked their heads 
over our garden fence and we'd 
spend days walking by streams 
and waterfalls." The locals 
heard that people from London 
had moved up and Maggie, 
Roger and their children soon 
found themselves involved in 
the community: “I relied on 
events like Tbpperwarc par- 
ties. things I wouldn’t normal- 
ly do, jusl to fit in." 

Eventually Ms Hands tired 
of Tupperware and wanted to 
work. “There wasn’t any and I 
felt I was stagnating. I was 
bored with things I’d hoped 
would become a way of life." 
The Hands missed London’s 
spontaneity: “If you fancied 
popping out for a drink or a bar 
of chocolate at night you 



couldn’L You bad to plan be- 
cause everything was miles 
away." Rain and icy winds drift- 
ed in from the fells and Ms 
Hands soon got fed up clean- 
ing out the grate for the coal fire. 

When Roger's firm had lit- 
tle work the family felt the de- 
cision to move back was made 
for them. Although sad to leave 
they felt ready to go. How did 
they find heavy Finsbury Park? 
“It seemed so lively I got a thrill 
just from walking to the shops 
at night," says Ms Hands. They 
have no regrets although the 
children insist they won't move 
from their road. 

Daviria Nicholson moved 
with baby Tasca from Londons 
KensaJ Green early thisyear to 
a remote cottage near Win- 
chester. “Its only an hour and 
a half from London, but there's 
no shop, no phone box, just 
frees." Ms Nfoholson says. “I 
thought this would be our final 
move, jusl me and my daugh- 
ter, but maybe it suits couples 
more." 

Having grown up in the 
country she felt she knew it well 
and could adjust to rural life 


again. Has she? “It’s incredible 
how much slower, quieter and 
just totally different it is." She 
loves walking and bas a social 
network but at night on her way 
to parties. . . “The fucking mud, 
what do you do? There aren’t 
any street lights," says Ms 
Nicholson. 

The Rural Development 
Commission published a survey 
this week showing that 42 per 
cent of rural parishes have no 
shop but Ms Nicholson has 
more specific requirements: 
“More than anything I miss be- 
ing at the centre of things. 
There’s so much you don’t 
think about in London, the 
billboards, the style. Fm no 
fashion victim but there's not 
even a Gap in Winchester. " 

Ms Nicholson believes Lon- 
don is atypical of England: Tm 
used to London not England 
and ultimately it’s very (united 
here." You get the feeling she 
will be placing her (Donna 
Karan) wellies in storage in the 
very near future. The next time 
you have one of those “Famous 
Five" fantasies, remember, they 
□ever mentioned the mud. 
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AT HOME/FITTED SHELVES 


Get a (shelf) life, 
and get yourself 
organised ... 


Good shelving, apparently, is like 
an English butler, inconspicuous, 
but bad shelving sticks out 
like a sore thumb. RasaBnd Russell 
checks out the very latest in 
designer systems which can be 
dismantled and taken with you 
when you move house. 


Tt can put you off moving for years. The 
thought of trying to find a new home with 
enough shelves to lake a treasured col- 
lection - leaving behind shelves that 
probably cost a small fortune to instal - 
is a daunting prospect. Books, model aero- 
planes or glass sculpture, they all require 
a shelf life. 

Comedian David Baddiel was lucky 
enough to buy a house in Belsize Park, fit- 
ted with David Lindley designer bookcases. 
But then again, at £875,000, you’d expect 
to find a decent bit of carpentry. 

The answer could be to invest in 
shelves you can take with you when you 
move. Vitsoe, based in north London, de- 
veloped the 606 universal shelving system 
which can be attached to the wall, or com- 
pressed between the floor and ceiling. Un- 
like most shelf manufacturers, Vitsoe will 
come and dismantle it for you when you 
leave and re instal it in your new home. You 
can start with as little as £150- worth and 
add to it later. 

The designers have been careful to en- 
sure the style and colours won't go out of 
fashion, or be discontinued, so up to 50 
per cent of their customers are still 
adding on, years from the original pur- 
chase. light grey, black and silver are the 
main shelf colours, although beechwood 
is used too, with anodised aluminium 
poles. Unsurprisingly, Vitsoe's spare, 
clean lines are popular with architects and 
writers. 

“We see mostly private clients," says 
Vitsoe’s Mark Adams, “but we have also 
moved shelves from office to home, or vice 


Adams’s own home near Tower Bridge 
- which he and his textile designer wife 
Jenny Moncur recently sold to Lily Sav- 
age and her/his manager - was a prime 
example of how the system works in a 
home and office. Jenny was able to design 
and work her massive pieces of tapestry 
within the Grade B-listed building which 
had been practically rebuilt inside. (One 
of her designs is on Janet Street-Rnter's 
snooker room floor.) 

The floor to ceiling system has been 
used to divide rooms and to screen a tail, 
thin kitchen window (notably in the for- 
mer home of Sir Norman Foster in 
Compton Bassett, in Wiltshire). But it 
comes into its own in period homes 
where firing to wood panelling, dado rails 
or delicate plaster is not an option. It has 
also been successfully fitted in a basement 
flat with sloping ceilings, on a wall blight- 
ed by an ugly gas meter. The plates the 
upright poles are fitted to can be set at 
an angle; a shelf was fitted vertically to 
screen the meter. “Good shelving,” says 
Mark Adams, “is like an English butler - 
inconspicuous." 

The company also rationalised its 
packing, which is now taken away after in- 
stallation and re-used, because they 
couldn't bring themselves to junk perfectly 
good boxes. Vitsoe, which sells through 
the Conran shops, charges £25 for a site 
visit refundable against purchase. 

The Japanese company Muji, which 
opened a new store in Oxford Street a 
few weeks ago bringing its strength up 
to five, is also promoting the minimalist 
line in shelving. A five-shelf perforated 
steel unit costs £125. Used as one of a 
pair of towers, three drawer cabinets can 
be fitted between them, giving an entire 
unit costing £625. There are various per- 
mutations possible, seen in Muji's new 
catalogue which also includes china, 
cutlery and its already distinctive, if pas- 
sion-killing. underwear. As yet, buyers 
from outside London will have to rely on 
Muji mail order, but there are plans to 
open more stores in the UK over the next 
couple of years. 







m. 












Above, the Holding Company’s 
eight-tier tower units in birch; above 
right, Homebase chrome shelf unit; 
right and far right, the Vitsoe 606 
universal shelving system 


Cheaper shelving doesn't have to look 
naff. The Holding Company sells an 
eight-tier unit, which can be grouped with 
others, in birch, maple, white, green and 
black for £69.95. And Homebase charges 
£68.99 for a tall, narrow chrome shelf unit 
which will fit in most tight corners. 


Further information : Vitsoe, telephone 
0171-354 8444 for brochure; Muji, 0171- 
323 2208; Holding Company mail order 
brochure 0171-610 9160: Homebase 0645 
801 800. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2S05 


To Let 


. To Let 


Wanted 


Services 


Buckinghamshire 


EXECUTIVE 
PENTHOUSES IN W1 
AVAILABLE TO LET 


REGENT LETTING 0171 916 0313 


A selection o(1 & 2 
bedroom luxury ftintfcfwd 
apartments around a 
landscaped courtyard, each 
wBh Bs own private terrace. 
From £400pw exc. 


Ernest Owers 
& Williams 
0171 629 8386 


FLATSHARE, NW3 £95pw 

2 rooms available. Rent includes all bills and council ox. - 
STUDIO FLAT, N17 £l00pw 

Large be droo m and living room with small Idtcben area. 

Shared bathroom. 

FLATSHARE. N5 £ll5pw 

I room available before 1st January, sun professional person. 
TOOTING, SW17 £160pw 

Three bedroom flat with shared garden, dose to 
amenities and uanspon. 

ELM VILLAGE, CAMDEN NW1 £«80pw 

Lovely one double bedroom flat with large lounge and fully fitted 
kitchen with washing machine, central hating and entry phone. 
CAMDEN TOWN, NW1 OOOpw 

Gorgeous one bedroom flat (unfurnished 1 with large lounge and fully 


IWANTEDI 


THE COST OF BUYING YOU*LraEERbttf" IColdharbour Cottages 


OR EXTENDING YOUR LEASSfeVW^ 


LAND/STTES - without Planning Permission 
but with possible development potential. 
Preferably in villageAown locations, in 
Cheshire and North West 
Wfe are prepared to taka al the costa and rtsta in obtaining 
, pamisslon. Our planning conaullantB are ejqiarta. We are Warested 
h buymg any land - from large gardens to serous acreage. 
Wfadt, nuisance, problem, conversion, renovation, feted, redindant 
and UnmighboiBly sites al considered. 

PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS AND ANY PLANNING 
HETORY DETAILS To: 


Summary and analysis of approx. 166 Leasehold 
Valuation Tribunal decisions on flat owners' claims under 
Leasehold Reform Act. 1993. Compares Lessees'. 
Landlords' and Tribunals' valuations (pr approx. 600 | 

flats. Includes Lands Tribunal and landlords' fees 
decisions. Invaluable reference work for settlements, i 
Approximately 61 pages. Extracts on 
http://vrww.teasehold.co.uk 
E25 Including pp (Visa/Mastercard accepted) from 
LEASEHOLD ENFRANCHISEMENT LIMITED 
Chartered Surveyors, 

33 SL George's Drive, London SW1V 4DG 


fitted kitchen with dishwasher, washing machine, c/h and phone in 
I private block with sauna and gym faculties. 


COVENT GARDEN 


E ivate block with sauna and gym facilities. 

RUGES PLACE. C lMDEN NW1 OOOpw 

Luxury two bedroom fiat in prime location, features fully fitted 
kitchen with washing machine, dishwasher, centra} healing and 
pbone. large lounge, bath and electric shower. 

LEIGHTON GROVE. KENTISH TOWN NWI £300pw 
Luxury two bedroom fiat, furnished to a high standard with larg: 
lounge and fully fined latchen with washing machine, dishwasher, 
central heating and entry pbone. phis two bathrooms. 


Fulw t»n h ri i ra vn ftn rdmituhed 
1*fl) (urachal tuy; tamgc in 
Garnet Sara mat Kuo 
iSOOptc 


WESTMINSTER 
BRIDGE HOUSE. SE1 


GOLDFINCH 

Goldfinch (Projects) Limited, 

Elston, West Rood, Weavertnun. Cheshire CW8 3HH 
Tel: 01928 787800 


Tel: 0171 821 8820, Fax: 0171 821 8897 



•TOO year old timker Enaol - 
(fcaicfacd cotuae. Gride Q 
fitted- Wefl decerned internal;. 

Friendly uiOsge of Waaloicr. 
$0 annua Mvylebooe- 


Sriring room with ingfcnooL 
fault room. axHcrvuorv. oak 
taebo. 2 bedrooms, en sure 
duMet and bathroom, aide 
room, pa canal hiring 
oona^ garden "ilh purpose 
bull amsu un& (IV it Iffi. 


Ottos umd £195,060 
Brown & Merry 
01296 624414 


London Property 


Lincolnshire 


Mortgages 


East Anglia 


Ne* ow taMMaed Hal rcfurtmhed 

folly roradvd von porta* oar ube 

£290p* 


Bam E3 : Roam to let in Georgian 

Houm. Star* with 3 others. Alt ISLINGTON N1: Lovely fumtohed I ST JAMES’S SW1: Newtay rntur- 


mod cons. 2 bathrooms, targe 
garden. Very dose to tuba and 
OLA. Female preferred. Non- 
smoker £303 pem-f deposit TW 
Evenings 01 HI 9833166 


studio room. Own bathroom. 
Share kitchen. Non-amokae. 
£43Spcm aft Inclusive. Tel: 0171 
25*4579 


trished studio and converted 1 
bed run. Unfurnished from 
CS Opw. M orton Thorogood 0171 
7243530 


LEOaumt Herefordshire Renova- free - Abbott 40 page h* colour 
tton o< Hall outbuuings and Horoeflnder Brochure. tOO'e of 
9 ™ S Croat » properties T/out Norfolk ft Sul- 
»»' *"■ folk. £25,000 to £500.000. Tel 

town. Spadoiri apartments. 2 gt284 768626 


bufld. Prices £110. 000 -£300^00. 

Contact Agents John Goodwin, COUNTRY HOUSES S Cottages In 
3/5 New Street Ledbury, Here- Suffolk A Essex. Peter Andrews 
tOrtbWrn. 01 531 634848 01449 740060 


CTTYEC4 

19 NEVt' AND CONVERTED APARTMENTS IN 
COURTYARD SETTING ' 

STUDIO. 1. 2, BEDS AND 2x PENTHOUSES 
MOST WITH PA'nOS. TERRACES. BALCONY 



Overseas Property 




Sell your home for as little 
as £50 per advertisement 


NorfoBc/SuffoIk 


THE INDEPENDENT 


INDEPENDENT 


ON SltfCVU 


BURNHAM MARKET . Nortoik- 
Charmtng period 2 slorey 3/4 
bodroom apartment overtooUng 
village groon £115.000. Invest- 
ment potonUol from 2 tenanted 
shops beneath P.O-A. Sowerbys 
OT32B 730340. 


W—Ur rf ulh nsrartd. uaitr 
utkkKtt i^eniria. ITihCoimr. 
Cmte II I riled Connlrv Hpibc in" 
tucc iiuIbc pnicra. nuaK nfaL 
unultd on afar of Lido WotiK. 
I^ndlol Jn».nc room md gut,. 
Drain; roun ant liird mrpiHn 

I.tim u«mr> Ukhrn »nb Am. 
Ion «H m pnlivi 4 firtl lloor 
talinnb u cn auk! FjmJy 
hjiknmn. ? Ufpc xuMid lloor 
bntrooitt. ral fired ucniral heal me 
ftw to itiHadc all new 
lamrdvnp Seem; a brtcntijL trmm 
i4«cr lea i ura bH menuoral 
niajtoa Fwttrt*. 

Td: *17*075071 


TAYLOR WOODROW I 
GIBRALTAR, 

Luxury Apartments 
in a Private Marina 
Pukes frou E22DJH0 , 
B^oy the Tax Advantages 
in a Mediterranean Climate I 


Tel: 0181 477 &05 


[Fur. 00 350 7 X 23 ££ 


-MM 


Advertise your property through the Independent and Independent on Sundays 
highly successful Property Gallery; a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 
The advertisement appears in the Saturday Your Money or the Sunday 
Business sections. Your property will appear in the format shown here, 
with 40 words of description complemented by a full colour photograph of 
your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 

1 x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £ 1 50 (£50 each) 


CRAJVBROOK 






Dvudwd fonult houij*. 
Grade II Luted, large 
reception non. bdbt^rif 
4 bed, 2 bath. B^jEjR'.'weU 
maintained grft-'&i’f 1/2 am. 
Well wrocnec! ■fc'Ywd and nut 
Evril^w^ail school*. 

-o5&73. £ 250.000 

Telephone { Daytime Jt 

0271 293 2037 


It Works... 

"We successfully sold our 
house in Wales through the Independent 
on Sunday's Property Gallery. Interested 
buyers called from Wales, as well as the 
Midlands, Scotland, London and the 
South-East 

We were delighted with this way of 
selling our home and would definitely 
recommend it to others." 

M.WandD.P May 1996 


West Country 


tfW-FUW-RUCE-tatlKU. 

■gg-CTWM-mMB.IBHEIC 



THIS 

NEWSPAPER 
AND YOU 


Fill in this coupon and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to: 

The Property Team, Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EI4 5DL 
Deadline for receipt of copy/photo is at least 6 woridng days prior to publication. Offer open to private advertisers ottfy, commercial advertising package available on request. 

TELEPHONE (da/tirre; 


gothic 

gatehouse 

SALISBURY 


ADDRESS 

I require I O 2 D 3d (trek appropriate box) Advemsemer^s; at a total cost of L 

Please enclose a cheque For this amount made payable to Newspaper Publishing R c ‘ cr fill ;n voijrVisa/Access/Amex/Diners Club details: 

CREDIT CARD NO L Li I I LI. UJJJJJlLLLLI EXPIRY DATE SIGNATURE 

For advice or more information please call The Property Team* on 01 71-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 


Close to the river, 
parts and Watcrmeadoiv*, 
■W0 yards form tile shop, 
- receptions, 
kitchen/ break! as i room 
3 bedrooms 2 bathrooms 
Gas CI1 
£ 220,000 


' 11 Vl '"i h.'ii'e a complaint l! 
;1 .in item in this ,! 

i ii.- w .paper utiidi ,| 

j vVi|RviT» in-fcoirjcj. j; 

]• intrust vi. hantismL-ni |j 

J ■ “T ili-snminution. write !. 
j. I" the editor about it. [' 

j| II >"11 re <till dissatisfied I 
•j ytHi cun write to (be j 
|' Prcvk Complaints | 

Tummission. 

■til independent ! 

j. "taani .ahun nUMished j 
j lo uphold an cdilunal . 

Cl Hie uf Practice { 

1 b*r the Pres. i 


T**B!&un ett erw^j MS 
BTHteb 

UBERSTOCX PUBUSMK UB 


FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
trontbly. tor your tree copy tele- 
phone (0181) W7 1834 or 

hUp:\\vrwK.french-prooertv- 

news.com 


advertise in 
this section 
please call the 


]' THIS NEWSPAPER j 
ABIDES BY ' 


HUMBERTS 
01722 324422 
myddelton 
and major 
01722 337S75 


THE PCX’s DECISIONS 

P(€ 


Property 

Team 


1 SALISBURY SQUARE 
Lf INHON BC4V 8AE 


I Telephone 0171 353 ; 

t Facsimile 0171 353 8355 I 1 

| 'i..'..' J ' I 


0171 293 
2302. 
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THREE TO VIEW: 

WITH FITTED SHELVES 



Strand Platt in Winchelsea, East Sussex is a Grade U listed 
five-bedroom house in need of upgrading. The panelled dining- 
room has a full-height built-in china cupboard with shelves 
and glazed door. The walled garden, belonging to the house, 
is on the opposite side of the lane and adjoins National Trust 
land. With sash windows, dado height panelling and exposed 
timbers, it’s for sale through Phillips & Stubbs for £230 000 
(01797 227338) 


A”—* 

v *. Jt c 



The Old House at Frampton on the Severn in Gloucestershire 
is celebrating its 500th birthday. The Grade n listed six-bedroom 
boose, built five years after Christopher Columbus discovered 
America, has a 15ft library with a range of fitted cupboards 
on two walls and adjustable bookshelves with concealed 
fighting. There are more shelves in a gallery. The main rooms 
overtook the one-and-a-half acre gardens and the village green. 
£525,000 through Knight Frank (01285 659771). 



41 St Loo's Avenue in Chelsea is an artist's studio built above 
private garages. Within walking distance of Sloane Square, it 
has a large studio room with built-in shelves, a 9’4” ceiling 
height and an arched triple window. Apart from kitchen and 
bathroom, there’s also a studio room with more shelves. 
£215,000 through Ouftcras Daniel Smith (0171^584 1771 


When the neighbours have bad taste 


Despite planning regulations, 
it is still surprisingly easy to 
create an eyesore. 

Fiona Bmndhorst surveys 
the neighbourhood. 


. It's a bit like playing with a Fifties-style 
Bako Build set: take out the sash win- 
dows. replace with a Georgian bay 
complete with bull's-eyes, cover the 
bricks wiih pebbled ash and insert a 
couple of Doric pillars under a porch. 
Look in any street, and you’ll find a 
so-called “home improvement" that is 
unsympathetic to its environment. 

Unfortunately, one person’s eyesore 
is another's pride and joy and there is 
. little to slop anyone from giving a prop- 
erty its own stamp of individuality. 

Fancy painting your house lime 
green with pink windows OJs, or grow- 
ing giant cacti in the garden? Go ahead. 
If you don’t live m a conservation, trust 
or covenanted area, planning permis- 
sion will probably not be required. 

However, some local authorities 
have learnt a lesson from the home im- 
provement legacies of the past 30 
years. Bromley, the largest of the Lon- 
don boroughs, is so concerned that it 
has produced a leaflet. Consenation 
Begins at Home, warning that mis- 
guided home improvements can dam- 
age the appearance and value of your 
house. Robin Cooper, head of Her- 
itage and Urban Design for Bromley, 
is thankful that the “stick-on bricks 
era" is over (should you still hanker 
after stone cladding, it new requires 
planning permission). “Some people 
have spent a lot of money altering their 
properties," says Mr Cooper. “How- 
ever, if the character of the house 
changes, this can mean that the resale 
value drops." 

Local authorities have limited 
powers to deal with complaints from 
residents. Gardens constantly littered 
with old furniture or bits of cars can 
be served with untidy site notices, but 
the response may be slow. Most of us 
suffer a blot on the landscape for the 
sake of good relations with our neigh- 
bours, but if you're unlucky enough 
to live next door to an uninhabited 
eyesore - there are 764,000 empty 
homes in England and Wiles - you 
could be in for a long wait before ac- 
tion is taken. 

. -Incensed by the inability of a bouse • 
owner to respond to repeaied.eaits to 
■atten d to- her deteriorating empty • 



Thom in the side: one person's eyesore is another’s pride and joy 


property, Reading Council recently 
took the unprecedented step of nam- 
ing her publicly. For almost 12 years. 
Gillian Murdoch's former council 
house in Lamerton Road has stood 
empty, attracting squatters, rubbish 
dumping, burglars, arsonists, drug ad- 
dicts and rats. Even the building soc- 
iety with a call over the property did 
not know it was empty; the mortgage 
was still being paid. The council has 
now removed the rats, but is concerned 
that it will incur further costs if the 
house is not brought back into use; 
most empty properties are exempt 
from council tax. Mark Adlingtoo. a 
neighbour, is angry that the property 
has been allowed to rot. “It’s a dan- 
ger to public health as well as an eye- 
sore," says Mr Adlingtoo. who has 
personalty removed hypodermic sy- 
ringes from the garden to protect local 
children . “It’s a scandal that it stands 
emptywhetythere are so many home- 
less people." 


The scale of the problem led, last 
month, to the launch of the London 
Empty Homes Hotline, prompting 
hundreds of calls from the public. The 
manager, Erirun Buchanan, says the 
quality of information varies. “Some 
people don't know the number of the 
bouse or even the street; others know 
the whole history of the property, in- 
cluding the mortgage holder. We even 
have calls from estate agents wanting 
lo know where these empty houses are. 
Of course, the information is data pro- 
tected." In fact, a massive 41. per cent 
of homes become empty because of the 
death or long-term illness of the 
occupier. Government figures sug- 
gest tb3t repossessions and evictions 
account for 10 per cent of empty 
homes. Around 19 per cent of calls to 
the hotline are from the owners them- 
selves, uncertain how to deal with their 
empty property. 

They are told about the options 
available, including assistance from 


housing associations to bring the prop- 
erty back into use; they, in turn, will 
manage and let the property for the 
owner until they deride to sell. 

In extreme cases, however, when all 
attempts to trace an owner have been 
made, a council may compulsorily 
purchase a property. Lewisham Coun- 
cil in south London has spent several 
years tracing the owner of a large Vic- 
torian house, empty for 15 years and 
subjected to fires, fly-tipping and van- 
dalism. The council oow believes tbe 
owner was killed in the lran-Iraq war. 
and has enforced a statutory charge 
against it to sell tbe house at auction. 
From the proceeds, the ooundl will re- 
cover any costs incurred. If the own- 
er is unknown, the balance will be 
lodged with the Treasury and can he 
claimed by a relative at any time, sub- 
ject to 40 per cent death duly. 

Mark Baker, development control 
officer for Bromley, says that with lim- 
ited resources the borough has to be 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


“reactive" rather than pro-active, re- 
tying on residents to tell tbe council of 
any problems. “We only have four en- 
forcement officers covering 3,500 
roads over 60 square miles," he adds. 

From my Victorian house with its 
inherited “Georgian improvements”, 
I look at the limber-clad property op- 
posite. affectionately known as “the 
sbed". Its only permanent residents for 
the past five years have been a rapid- 
ly breeding colony of pigeons. So far 
the council has been unable to get any 
reply from tbe absent owner. But in the 
grand scheme of things, it’s early days 
- 1 could still be looking at my feath- 
ered friends in 10 years’ time. 

Bromley Planning Enquiries 0787-3/3 
4956; Reading Borough Council 0118 
959 0900; London Empty Homes Hot- 
line 0S70 901 6303; Empty Homes 
Agency 0171-828 6288; Royal Town 
Planning Institute 01 71-636 9107; Eng- 
lish Heritage 0171-973 3000. ■ 
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Now you can paint your 
listed building without 
f demolishing it 
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In the past, making 
changes to listed 
buildings -was considered 
demolition. Owe Fewms 
looks at a new 
government directive 
that puts the onus on 
the owner. 


fT just where does alteration end 
and demolition begin? The an- 
swer to this question bas been 
plugging owners of Britain's 
estimated 700,000 listed build- 
ings (and 1.7 million unlisted 
buildings in conservation areas) 
for many years. 

Tune after time owners of 
these! buildings have com- 
plained that they cannot even 

pickup a paintbrush without ob- 
taining listed building consent, 
and' That Tocal authority bu- 
reaucrats have been over-zeal- 
ous in their interpretation of 
well-intentioned laws that were 
never intended to apply to such 
minor matters. 

This has been a cause of par- 
ticular friction in instances such 
as the ones where local au- 
thorities have defined the 
planned removal of a chimney 
breast or a portico as “demo- 
lition” 

Since the introduction' of 
i tbe Town and Country Planning 

Acts in the 1960s many local au- 
thorities have b^dabning that 

alteration and demolition are 
the same thing, preventing 
many householders living in 
listed building? or within con- 
servation areas from carrying 
out the simplest of tasks. 

For owners ofimtisted build- 
ings in conservation areas iriv- 
ial changes like trimming a 
tree, erecting a fence or chang- 
ing a front door have required 
consent This caa be compli- 
cated to apply for, and obtain- 
ing it cab take a long time. 


However all this has now 
changed - or at least planners, 
conservation officers and oth- 
er professionals in the business 
think it has - with a new gov- 
ernment directive that theo- 
retically makes it far easier for 
owners of listed buildings and 
houses in conservation areas 
to make alterations to their 
bouses. 

The new directive. Circular 
14/97. results from a House of 
Lords ruling earlier this year in 
which the Town and Country' 
Listed Building and Conserva- 
tion Areas Act, stating that de- 
molition of unlisted buildings in 
a conservation area require 
consent but alterations do not 
is clarified. Demolition is now 
defined as “a proposal to de- 
molish all of a building". 

However, it is still unclear 
as to how the new directive will 
affect owners of fisted buildings 
because they need special con- 
sent for alterations which affect 
the character of the building, 
as well as for “demolition” 
proposals. 

“In effect the ruling puts 
owners of listed buildings in a 
self-assessment situation as to 

whether they apply for listed 
building consent for alterations 
that fall short of total demoli- 
tion,” said Adrian Dobinson, a 
partner in the Bath-based Re- 
naissance architectural design 
practice, who has been cam- 
paigning for such a relaxation 
for 20 years. 

‘■Until there is a histoty of 
precedent established through 
the courts, just what will or 
won’t constitute a change to the 
character of the building wfll be 
at the discretion of the owners 
and their advisers, in eonsulia- 
tion with the local authority. 

“The realitv is that the vast 
majority of works short of total 
demolition can and wfll now be 
undertaken without consent. 

However, if the local au- 


thority considers tbe proposed 
alterations alter the historic 
character of a listed building it 
is still possible to issue an Ar- 
ticle 4 Direction, a little-used de- 
vice that removes permitted 
development rights and forces 
a householder to apply for con- 
sent anyway. 

Planning committees have 
sometimes been reluctant to is- 
sue Article 4 Directions in the 
past, as they are obliged to pay 
compensation if the house- 
holder incurs any financial loss 
as a result of a reduction of his 
permitted development rights. 

“In the absence of effective 
alternatives this may be the 
shape of things to come," Mr 
Dobinson said. 

“Owners of listed buildings 
should be aware that local au- 
thorities retain the right to 
challenge works in retrospect, 
as happened in the celebrated 
case of Tory MP Teresa Gor- 
man and her husband, who 
were heavily fined for making 
more than 30 illegal alterations 
to their historic farmhouse 
home." 

Kenneth Oijksman. a local 
authority planner as well as a 
writer and broadcaster on plan- 
ning issues, says: “Fortunately 
for the conservation lobby this 
directive is not as radical as it 
sounds. While some may think 
it has driven a coach and hors- 
es through the fisted building 
legislation, local authorities still 
have the protection of Article 
4, which many authorities use 
with confidence. 

-With listed buildings, works 
not constituting “demolition" 
are still likely to require consent 
by virtue of being alterations. 

’ -The law has been redefined 
in an unclear way and the list- 
ed building legislation still ex- 
ists. The redefinition is onh 
really a matter of semantic and 
onlv time will tell »1 it has made 
anv real difference." 


‘If someone wanted to bring in tarantulas, or 15 dogs, 
the residents’ association could say no ...’ 



In high-value, low-volume developments, even the colour of your furniture may be outside your control 


The price of living in a new, 
sought-after development may 
be Draconian rules. Mary Wilson 
reports on the estates where 
dogs are not welcome, washing 
cannot be hung outside - and 
unmarried couples have to be 
careful who dies first. 


If you Jive in a detached house in ihe 
middle of nowherc.you have ihe free- 
dom to do what you warn when you 
warn - clean the car. paint the house 
a garish colour, play loud music or keep 
a pack of huskies in your back garden. 
Should you decide to trade down to □ 
new apartment. whieh is easier to run 
and more secure, you may find some 
of that freedom curtailed. 

The lease will have conditions and 
restrictions in it to prevent un- 
neighbourly behaviour, but not ad in- 
coming residents are happy to be so 
constrained. 

Apartment blocks may not he con- 
trolled quite so severely as in .Amer- 
ica, where the residents’ board vets 
incoming purchasers, but there has to 
be some level of control, especially in 
high-value, low -volume developments. 

“At a new development in north 
London, the wording of the leases is 
such to protect people from each 
other's excesses." says Trevor Ahratim- 
sohn. of Gfeniree Estates (11181-458 
7311. Owners will need a dog nr cal li- 
cence from the landlord: they are not 
permitted to sublet; they have to clean 
their windows at prescribed intervals: 
the colour of l heir outdoor furniture 
and style of sunblinds has lo he ap- 
proved: and certainly no washing can 
hung outside to dry. 

“Other restrictions include being 
barred front putting down hard floors 
anywhere they like, because of the 
acoustic insulation, or being unable In 
play an instrument out of social hours.” 
says Ahrahmsohn. 

The biggest contention is over pels. 
Someone moving in with their helmed 
pm«ch will not be best pleased to dis- 
cover that there is a restriction on the 
sort oi pel. if one is allowed at all. The 
usual proviso is that it be small, well- 
trained and quiet, which cuts out 
bouncy Rottweilers and yappy Yorkics. 

At P.irkhuty. for example, an apart- 
ment development in liranksome Park. 


Dorset, with 1 . 7 acres of private com- 
munal woodland and gardens -perfect 
for morning walkies - owners are al- 
lowed a pet only with the prior writ- 
ten consent of the landlord. 

“At the moment that is the devel- 
oper. Arlesian, but when all the fiats 
are sold the landlord will be the resi- 
dents themselves." says Paul Grim- 
wood, the marketing manager- “So if 
other residents decide that your pet is 
a nuisance, you will have to do some- 
thing about it." 

Tile 1 2 large, Ihree-bedroora apart- 
ments and two penthouses are being 
sold by the agent Stephen Noble 
(01202 557766)" at from £242.500 to 
£345.000. He says: "At some develop- 
ments there is a lifetime agreement, 
which means that when your pet dies, 
it cannot he replaced." 

At Croshy Homes ( Midlands f Sym- 
phony Court development in Birm- 
ingham, the company was as helpful as 
it could. The lease stipulates that pets 
are allowed only with the permission 
of the landlord," says Keith Pepperdine, 
the sales and managing director. “So 
il someone wanted t« ■ bring in a horde 
i. rf tarantulas or 15 docs, we, or the res- 
idents’ association, could say no. 

"However, wc put in a eat tunnel for 
one person, and. for another pur- 


chaser, built a couple of steps. Her cat 
was rather old, and she was worried it 
wouldn't be able to get up to the flap," 
he explains. 

Leases nearly always have a nui- 
sance clause in them, to prevent own- 
ers making an untoward noise, but this 
con be difficult to control. You may be 
told that you can have only fitted car- 
pets, or be forbidden to play a television 
set or stereo loudly after midnight. 

Another common prohibition is 
(he erection of a satellite dish. Not good 
news for an avid sportsman, unless the 
building has one large, communal 
dish, as at Gleeson Homes’ (U1433 
651532) conversion of Bamford Mill in 
Derbyshire. 

Al some developments you are not 
allowed to wash your car, nor can you 
keep commercial vehicles or carry out 
repairs. “I remember a builder, who 
bought a property at a development in 
East Kent, not being allowed to park 
his work van. with his business logo, in 
the car park outside his home," says 
James Besi-Shaw, of Guitons Daniel 
Smith. 

At Springwood Manor, a Honey- 
grove development near Tonbridge in 
Kent.owners are not allowed to erect 
any external structures except for a sun 
blind.which has to match those already 


fitted, or to keep a boat, caravan, mo- 
tor home or pick-up trailer unless 
they are hidden away in a garage, or 
cany out spray-painting or welding. 

“Most of these restrictions are wel- 
comed by our apart mem owners, be- 
cause they are designed to promote and 
enhance neighbourly relations and liv- 
ing in a communal environment," says 
Andrew Henry, of Honeygrove. 
(Apartments are for sale from £240,000 
to £650,000. 01732 369935). 

Where there is a minimum age lim- 
it. the rules may be complex. At a 
Crosby Homes' development of apart- 
ments al Sutton Coldfield, only people 
over 55 are allowed to buy. This is not 
a retirement development: the planning 
restriction was implemented to reduce 
the use of cars. 

A married couple aged 4$ and 55 
years old can live at the development, 
and should the older partner die, Lfae 
remaining spouse will be able to stay 
in perpetuity. If he or she were then 
to marry someone younger, and later 
died with the other partner still under 
55. that partner would have to move 
out. However, should art unmarried 
couple buy there, with one being under 
55. and the older partner dies, the re- 
maining partner will not be allowed to 
stay on. 


\ 






i 







the independent 
Saturday 13 December 1**7 


11 ▼ 


12/motoring 




The classic .hobby that generates £1 .6bn 


Classic cars: antisocial gas- 
guzzlers* or a force for good? 
John Simister looks at the 
evidence. 


How do you feel when you see a “das-' 
sic" car out and about? Pleased that ' 
a piece ofhistoiy has been preserved; ■ 
or outraged that we still allow these 
polluting old heaps to be driven? 

There size forces at work to pro- ' 
tect us from classic cars on the 
grounds that they are bad for our 
health, but the truth is that only the 
enthusiast's bank balance suffers. A 
survey carried out by the Federation 
of Britisb Historic Vehicle Clubs 
shows that the law-makers would do - 
well not to make 1 ife diffi cult for own- 
ers of classic cars. Any deleterious ef- 
fect on the environment is minimal, 
while the industry that supports the 
hobby turns over £1 .6bn a year for UK 
companies. 

Of course, the federation would say 
that. It easts to protect the interests 
of classic car owners from encroach- 
ing, Brussels-generated restrictions, 
and closely watches legislation as it is 
enacted to make sure it does not affect 
the freedom to use classic cars. But the 
intention behind this survey was to 
prove that classic car owners, rather 
than a bunch of insignificant obsessives, 
have considerable economic clout 

The FBHVC sent a questionnaire 
to every member of every classic car 
club. For the purposes of the survey, 
“classic" meant any pre-1977 car 
with which its owner bad a particu- 
lar affinity. Owners were asked to 
complete just one questionnaire each, 
even if they belonged to more than 
one club. 

The research was processed by the 
University of Central England, with the 
belpof Classic Cars magazine, and the 
findings were presented to the House 
of Lords on 13 November. This is what 



Ferraris set the pulses racing at the Goodwood Festival of Speed 
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emerged from the 36,000 relumed 
questionnaires, and further research 
carried out by the FBHVC: 

• There are 6582570 pre-1977 vehicles 
in existence, 64 per cent of which are 
licensed and on the road. 

• 67 per cent of cars are not used as 
regular transport, contributing to the 
low average annual mileage of 1,224. 


# The total UK vehicle count is 26.3 
milli on, so roadworthy pre- 1*^77 cars 
make up just 2.5 per cent of them. 
YeL despite this: 

0 Annual turnover for classic cars - 
sales, repairs, restoration, parts sup- 
ply, museum visits. events - is £i.6bn. 
OOChn of which is generated by ex- 
ports. That is more than you would 


need to run every racing team in 
Formula One. 

• More than 25,000 people are em- 
ployed in providing products and ser- 
vices. many of them practising 
traditional, labour-intensive skills. 

# Car museums and collections are 
visited by 3*0.000 dub members a year, 
15 per cent of them from overseas. 


There are many more than 36,000 
members of classic car dubs, so some 
of those figures could be higher. Cer- 
tainly the classic car industiy is a big 
earner and provider of livelihoods. 

Why, then, has the FBHVC fell the 
need to publicise its cause? Restrict- 
ing the use of classic cars (though the 
Government is against the idea) would 
be an easy way to be seen to be “do- 
ing something to clean up the environ- 
ment". Yet, properly maintained, they 
are no more polluting per unit of ex- 
haust gas than a relatively modern car 

made just before catalytic converters 
became a standard fitment. 

Factor in the low mileages, and the 
environmental impact of classic cars 
Ls minute. If you want to see and smell 
real stinkers, spend a day in London 
following buses, trucks and taxis up a 
few hills. Thai's where the real prob- 
lem lies, with tired-out diesel engines. 

The other pressure on dassic cars 
comes from the makers of new cars, 
who want the Government to offer in- 
centives for scrapping cars 10 years old 
in the form of a rebate on a new car. 
Environmental and safety issues are 
trumpeted as the driving farces here, 
but it's hard not to detea an ulterior 
motive. Such a move would distort the 
new car market in favour of small, 
cheap, low-profit cars, just as it did in 
France, where the scheme has now 
been abandoned. The environmental 
argument is shaky, anyway, because it 
typically takes a decade - a car’s 
average lifespan - before the energy 
saved in running a new, more efficient 
car instead of a decade-old one 
matches the energy taken to build it 

Provided they are in decent fettle 
(and that's an important proviso), it's 
greener to keep the oldies going. 
And there's a vast industiy, bigger in 
Britain than anywhere else in Europe, 
ready to help you do just that. The das- 
sic car movement does much good and 
minimal harm, and the Brussels man- 
darins should leave well alone. 


The safest car is 

never in a crash 



GAVIN GREEN 


Bulging biceps but shame about the face 


The Lexus is a fine car, 
no question. But an 
object of desire? Forget 
it. John Simister reports. 


Why might you want a BMW, 
an Audi or a Mercedes-Benz? 
Your reasons could be to do 
with notions of fine engineer- 
ing and sculptural design, of a 
crisply-honed driving exper- 
ience involving a smooth engine 
and well-mannered handlin g, if 
so, the new Lexus GS300 is 
aimed right at your wish list 

Or it could be to do with no- 
tions of understated quality, 
an aura of integrity and perm- 
anence. The Lexus is looking 
good here, too. Then there's 
style and prestige, the pleasure 
that comes from looking at a 
beautiful thing and from know- 
ing that others admire your 
taste and judgement. Another 
result for the Lexus? Well, no. 

So just when it looked as 
though the Japanese had 
cracked the German stronghold, 
they blow it. And what's a 
Lexus GS300, anyway? 

It used to be a dramatic- 
looking upmarket saloon whose 
body design grew out of the con- 
cept car created by Giugjaro for 
the world motor show circuit- 
Launched in 1993, it has just 
been replaced by a new version 
because Japan's four-year 
model cycle has come round 
again. So much for permanence. 
Anyway, it’s this new version 
that we are interested in here. 

This time. Toyota, the Lexus 
parent company, did the body de- 
sign itself. Geariy, the designers 


wanted to make their new baby 
look something like a Mercedes, 
because its front and rear lights 
have a very E-dass-like design of 
separate lenses. The front grille 
is&aped similariy to the old car’s 
- some stirrings of heritage there 
-but the sides look high and slab- 
by despite some half-hearted 
blisters over the wheel-arches. 
Not Sunday-morning car-wash 
lust-inducing then. 

Nor does the interior fan any 
flames of desire, despite lumin- 
ous white instrument faces, pass- 
able wood veneer, a CD slacker 
in the glovebox, deliciously 
damped controls and electric ad- 
justment for the steering-wheel 
as well as the seats. The shape 
of the dashboard is just too 
dull. Still, there’s the option of 
a stupendously effective, big- 
screen satellite navigation system 
complete with real-time moving 
map and a nonchalant vocal de- 
livery. There's more room than 
in the old car, too, though the 
new one is shorter on the out- 
side. That's achieved mainly by 
mounting the engine further 
back, itself made possible by us- 
ing a slimmer air-conditioner. 

The engine. This is the best 
bit. In the old GS300, the 
straight-six. 3.0-lilre engine 
sounded a shade rough and 
rorty at high revs, and the auto- 
matic transmission shifted its 
gears abruptly at times. But this 
engine, still a twin-cam, 24- 
valve straight-six (smoother 
than a fashionable V6, if less 
compact) is now both more 
powerful and sweeter, thanks in 
part to variable valve timing. 
With up to 218bhp on Lap, this 
is a satisfyingly rapid car. 



Lexus GS3Q0 

Price: £31000 (S), £34,070 
(SE). Engine: 2,997cc, six 
cylinders, 24 valves. 218bbp at 
5,800rpm. Five-speed auto- 
matic gearbox, rear-wheel 
drive. Performance: top speed 


143mph, 0-60 in 8.0sec. Fuel _ BMW 528i SE: £30,880. Con- 


consumption: 20-25 mpg. 
Rivals 

Audi A6 2.8 quattro: £30.606. 
Best-looking of the prestige 
saloons, delightful detailing. 
4WD for terrific grip. 


servative to look aL satisfying 
to drive, but not the bench- 
mark it was. 

Mercedes-Benz E280 Classic: 

£32,490. Low irim level puls 
Benz into Lexus price range. 


new V6 engine is very smooth, 
car feels unbreakable. 

Saab 9-5 3.0 SE: £28.995. Best 
of the new 9-5 range, with lively 
“asymmetric” turbo V6 and 
good handling. Looks dated: 
quality not quite right yeL 


Car safety is' one of the 
biggest issues exercising 
the minds of motor 
industry boffins. It’s odd, 
then, that in some major 
areas, cars are now less 
safe than they’ve ever 
been. The motor industry, 
like much of commercial- ' 
business, tends to be 
rather single-issue 
obsessed, depending on 
the prejudices and social 
pressures of the moment. 
If the issue of the day is 
crash protection, then 
that is what the industiy - 
egged on by naive 
legislators and, often 
equally naive media - 
must provide. And crash 
protection, to most 
drivers and most car 
makers, means 
minimis ing or preyen ting 
injury in an aocident. 

Cars that fail to 
cushion their occupants in 
government or motor 
magazine tests against 
concrete walls are 
castigated. Other factors 
- how nimble is its hand- 
ling? How good are its 
brakes? How panoramic 
is driver visibility? How 
immune is it to rolling 
over? - are ignored. Car 
makers are encouraged to 
build massively strong 
structures and pad 
occupants with airbags. 
These elements are now 
more important than 
building cars designed to 
avoid accidents. 

The two most 
impressive new cars of 
1997 underline my 
argument Mercedes- 
Benz was so obsessed 
with making the A-dass 
the safest place to be in a 
crash that It overlooked 
its ability to avoid an 
accident In an extreme 
slalom test, it has a 
propensity to tip over. It 
is not the only modern 
car inclined to lean 
excessively. Many new 
cars are unusually tall - 
4x4s, MPVs, some new- 
breed Japanese tiny tots. 

In extremis, they would all 
be more likely to turn 
over than a normal saloon 
or ooupd. Modern tyres, 
which offer superb grip, 
exacerbate the problem. 

As they grip, rather than 
sliding, so they’re more 
likely to trip a leaning 
structure. 

The new Volkswagen 
Golf, an excellent car in 


Work the engine hard, and 
it will emit the creamy yowl of 
a good BMW. It will always be 
running at the optimum speed, 
loo, because the new five-speed 
gearbox shifts responsively yet 
very smoothly. It’s one of the 
best autos I've tried. There are 
similar plaudits for the suspen- 
sion, for this is an agile car with 
precise steering, yet it soaks up 
bumps with no fuss or fidget. 

It has a skid -alleviating Ve- 
hicle Stability Control, too, 
which selectively applies indi- 
vidual brakes and eases the 


throttle if you tiy to pour too 
much power through the rear 
wheels on a slippery road. Not 
that you'll often feel it bleep and 
jerk into action, because the 
tyres’ grip is remarkable. 

lb drive, the GS300 is the 
equal of a BMW 528i, no ques- 
tion. Taking the standard equip- 
ment into account, it compares 
well on costs, too, whether as an 
S or as a leather-trimmed, 
gizmo-laden SE. But to gaze at, 
or to boast abouL the Lexus falls 
flaL In this material world of 
ours, that's a problem. 
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This Christmas, 
try the Personals. 


Citroen 
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so many areas, has a 
separate safety design ~ t 
fault, also symptomatic of . 
many modem cars. Part of” 
the Golf styling character:, 
is its thick rear pillars. 

They give the car an . 
appearance of solidity and 
: add structural rigidity. " 
And yet it is difficult to J . 
see out of the back. 

Many rival small Cars, 
keen to increase their 
own structural strength,” * 
have followed the Golf, . 
with equal, visibility- i 
reducing results. The. new ; 
Gtroeo Xsara, a likeable, 
well-priced hut 
disappointingly anodyne - 
car, offers not much more 
than a porthole-sized rear ■ 
window. Reversing out of 
a driveway, and seeing - 
over your shoulder asyoii 
merge with traffic, are 
both* difficult. No doubt 
the beefed-up rear end . 
would wi thstan d impacts 
well. This is just as well: 
Xsara drivers may need 
the protection. 

Many other cars are 
similarly afflicted. Most 
new cars now offer 
substantially less rear 
visibility than a decade 
ago, all in the aid of 
strengthening bodies to 
avoid injury once an 
accident has happened. 

Of course, there have 
been some big gains in 
primary safety over the 
past decade or so. The 
proliferation of anti-lock 
brakes and improved tyre 
design has helped 
enormously. But, at the 
same time, cars have 
become longer, wider, 
heavier and higher, mostly 
to give them more body 
musde to withstand 
thumps. As they get 
bigger, they become 
unwieldy. One of the safest 
of all cars is the Lotus 
Elise. It weighs only half as 
much as many small family 
hatches and is the nimblest 
handling car on the planet. 
Its brakes, too, are superb. 

I would not choose to have 
a big accident in one. On 
the other band, you would ■■ 
be at least twice as likely to 
avoid most accidents in an 
Elise. as you would in a 
large estate car, an MPV 
or -most revealing of all- : 
an off-roader. 

And as any boxer will 
tell you, avoiding a blow 
is much better than 
merely cushioning it. 
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Renault 


The devil of an Imp 


It was a indy horrible car. If ever 
there were a car from hell, this 
must have been iL A nasiy liille 
battleship-grey 1964 Hillman 
Imp, which cost me £150. I 
bought it before I’d passed my 
test - which took five goes. 
However, two of those tests 
were cancelled because of the 
weather and a civil servants’ 
strike. So that meant I did not 
get to drive the Imp for quite 
some time. 

When I did gel to use it every 
day I soon found out that the 
seller had been less than hon- 
est about its condition, and 
construction, for that matter: 
the bodywork was made of 
newspaper. 

I kept finding rolled up bits 
of the local rag. stuffed under 
the wheel-arches and inside 
the doors to cover gaping holes. 
The previous owner had also 
disguised the rust by just cover- 


ing it in black paint. Yet Td be- 
lieved everything he had said 
about it being in good condition 
and reliable. The truth was that 
on every single journey some- 
thing would go wrong. I lost 
count of the times I had to fin- 
ish a trip on foot, or walk to the 
nearest phone box to call for 
help. Not the best way to start 
a career in journalism - by 
missing cut on appointments or 
□ever making it there at all. 

The longer I owned it the 
worse the Imp got. overheating 
mostly. I found the location of 
the engine, in the hoot, very 
bizarre. It was difficult to get at 
and always going wrong. That 
layout didn’t help the handling 
much, and always felt as though 
it were teetering on the edge of 
an accident- 
ia fact, my scariest moment 
was meeting a car coining the 
other way. on my side of 'he 
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lan Darke's Imp was largely built of newspaper 


road, in pitch darkness. Hie 
driver must have been drunk: 
how we avoided each other 1*11 
never know. But for me that 
sums the car up. because all the 
the Imp docs is bring back 
really bad memories. What pos- 
itive things can you say about a 
car that looked so awfuL and was 
useless at gettingyou anywhere? 

In the end. it was utterly un- 
saleable. I sent the Imp for 
scrap and replaced it with a pea- 


green Triumph Herald which felt 
like a Rolls-Royce in compari- 
son. If I‘d been a boxer instead 
of a commentator. 1 think I'd 
have gone back 10 the seller of 
that Imp and sorted him out. 


hn Darke will he ringside ai 
Madison Square Carden . New 
York, on Friday IQ December tn 
commentate for Sky 7V on 
Prince Nascem Harried \ first 
American figju. 
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